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JN 1603, when the Company in London were devising = schemes Tor 
“their young settlement at Caloutta, fay proposed the establishment of a Coutt 
of Judicature which would take cognisance of disputes between British subjects 
residing at that place. On April rai 1693, they wrote, 

24 We send you with this a short extract of two of three Paragraphs out 
of our Generall Letter to Bombay and Suratt, hy which you will see that we have 
taken aa much caré 28 we can to prevent the irregularityes af such as sail upon 








our Country permissive ships from Suratt, fo. And now it willbe your part to. 


erect such a Judicature in Bengall alter the manner you. have seen practised at 


Fort St. George to jadge and punish by fines to the Company and otherwise — 


such B5: » shall offend hereafter, wherein we doubt not, but you will proceed with 
justice and preat moderation, which is always to he nsed to the first 
offenders, besides if you find any refractory you may reduce them to obedience 
by denying them the priviledge of oor passes and dusticks [dustaks] the.! 
Te this the President and Council at Caloutta replied on December 
14th, 16942 -— 





w By the death of Agent Charnock your Honours are disappointed in your 
1 


Intentions and Expectation of having a Court of Judicature erected in Ben; 





and for that reason we presume the Hon'ble President.and Council of Fort Sit. . 


Genrge took the Commission out of your Honours Packett before it came to'us, 


‘our Endeavours have been fruitless iltherto in procuring the Nabobs and Duans 


consents for a firm settlement in this place and we have ho hopes of a grant for 
It so Jong-as this Duan continues.” 

With this view the Directors concurred, for on May 14th, 1696, they 
write: ‘(Till the Company be settled by Act of Parliament, we think it not very 
material Lo resettle a Judicature in Bengall, since you'may send to the Fort," 
‘or send thithar for a warrant or bring up any refractory of disorderly persons." 
“at eamrt Letter Howk VoL AX, py. as7. The Sirat lettee relorred to whore Ui dated + May 


air graphy mention and 3. 
a Hee Deis Goes ‘Uadle ¢ OfSee Ricard), Vel L No, soa5, 
: Fort St. George, M 
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In 1726, however, the Company again. moved in the matter of establishing a 
Court at Calcutta, and it is with their petition of February 1, 1727 the following 
series of records commence. These papers were copied at my request by 
Miss L. Anstey from originals in the Record Department of the India Office. 

The Rev. J, Long, in the introduction to hia volume of Selections from the 
Unpublished Records of Government, 7748-67, tells ws that the records of the 
Mayor's Court are deposited with the High Court, but unfortunately all 
records since 174g havé been lost.’ He gives us the following account of the 
expenses of the Mayor's Court in 1753. 

To paid the trustees of the charity school for apartments [or the records Re A. P. 
for 4 months ef Arcot Ra $0 permonth = ... aan = iM oo 5 


BaitaB percent. «1 g 9 6 

lag 9 & 

‘To pald for a piece uf red taffaty for gowns for the Alderman i So ES 
ee le ee ke a eee a Gf te 9 
To paidfor wax cioth ase 1. i o 6 
Velvet for the chair and cushion and wadiae an ~~ OF 4.3 


In August 1748 Madras was restored by the French to the English Com- 
pany. The Company were advised by the Solicitor General and thelr own 
Standing-Counsel, that the capture of Madras by the French had terminated the 
powers and authorities granted by the Charter of 1723. As a new Charter was 
thus rendered necessary for Madras, the Directors thought that they might make 
use of this occasion, and; while surrendering the charters for Bengal and Bombay, 
to obtain charters embodying various iniprovements of which experience had 
proved the need. The principal addition made was the establishment af Com- 
missioners to serve as a Court of Requests for the recovery of debts not exceed- 
ing five pagodas in amount. In their letter accompanying the Chatter, the 
Directors remark: “With respect to criminal proceedings; we have nothing 
to add to the instructions already given, unless it is, that the Legislature: in the 
last Session made an Act of Parliament for better preventing the horrid crime 
of murder, several copys of which we send you herewith. ‘So, if the Commis- 
sioners of Oyer and Terminer think It may be a means to prevent or detur 
persons from committing that horrid crime, they may, in case of conviction, 
proceed to judgment and execution, and disposal of the body in the manner 
that the Act directs.” 

The Charters of the Mayor's Court thos established four judicatures in 
Calcutta exercising jurisdiction from the English Crown over British subjects, 
natives in their employment, and persons who voluntarily placed themselves 
under the Courts :— 

1. The President and Council (in 1723 “five of the Council”; 1753 “all 
the Council”) are Justices of the Peace and Commissioners of Over 
and Terminer and Gaol delivery, and hold Quarter-Sessions. 
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2 The Maydr’'s Court. 

4. The President and Council, a Court of Record, to hear appeals from 
the Mayor’s Court. 

4 After1753, twelve Commissioners to form a Court of Requests. 

Turning to the subject of the law administered by these Coarts, it may be 
said at once that it was the law of England as it stood at the introduction of 
each of the Charters, Ge., 1723 to +753, it was the law of England as it stood in 
the year 1723, and from 1753 onward.as the same law stood in 1753. Impey at 
his Impeachment stated: ‘Among the records I found the instructions sent out 
by the Court of Directors with that Charter (the Charter 1753), and expecting, 
as | really procured, great information from them, ordered them to be copied. 
These instructions direct the mew Court how to proceed against prisoners not 
understanding English, tells what crimes are misdemeanours, what simple 
felonies; what within ciergy, what capital, and all the distinctions-on that head ; 

what punishments are to be inflicted, amongst which transportation is parti- 
cularised; how to proceed in each case; and fives precedents of indictments 
for each crime, the oath for an interpreter where the prisoner does not under- 
stand English, directions how lo proceed when any Portuguese, Gentoo, of 
native of India, not born of British parents, happens to be prosecuted for any 
capital offence, which the instructions say ‘will probably often happen’; they 
ate told that stealing goods above the value of forty shillings out of a dwelling- 
house, above five shillings privately out of a shop or warehouse, or stable, 
and from every person above five shillings ls capital: they are told that the 
jury may mitigate the sum so as. to make the offence clergyable, and the 
clerk of the peace is directed to mark the judgment[s] so mitigated to 

distinguish them. They give precedents of indictments for all these crimes, 
and add indictments for burglaries, highway robberies; and horse-stealing, 
as cases ‘likely to happen.’ In @ marginal note they are told in cases where 
any Act of Parliament makes crime felony, ivhich was tot so at common 
law, the indictment’ must conclude ‘against the form of the Statute.” They 
are directed ‘to enlarge on His Majesty's’ princely goodness, who on the 
humble application of Honourable Company, has thought fit to extend his care 
and the benefit of his laws to his most distant subjects in the British settiements 
in the East Indies. This the Directors desire ‘may be done the first me the 
Commission ié pat into execution’."'! 

Sir Gilbert Elliott? contended that Sir Elijah lmpey was mistaken as to the 
date of these instructions, and asserted tliat they were in fact sent out with the 
Charter of 1723. No evidenceis forthcoming to support Sir Gilbert's assertion, 
and,on the other hand, in.a volume of Early Parliamentary Papers (printed) 


Sir |. F. oon, The Stary  Reiecanryne amd fhe fmpoacAment 5 Aho Sir tr Impey. Vol. Il 


» F. Stephen did not "attempt to verily thin stat t of 
pp a pale s ? ‘wating tie 


* The Mover ver of Impey’a impeachment ; 
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there is to be found “Extracts from the Book of Instructions for putting into 
execution the E. |. Co's Charter for erecting and holding Courts of Justice, Civil 
and Criminal, at Fort St- George and the Company's other Settlements in the 
East Indies, dated the 8th June, 1753, 26th year of the reign of George the 
Second. These extracts clearly are made from the instructions cited by Impey- 

During Impey’s Impeachment, Mr, Boughton Rowa was asked whether 
he knew “anything of any intention to carry the Enplish criminal law into 
execution in the town of Calcutta? He replied: “I have found amongst my 
papers 2 copy of a proclamation issued by His Majesty's justices for the town 
and district of Calcutta. at their Quarter Sessions held on the ard June, 1762, 
in which such an intention is announced.” A diligent search for = copy. of 
this Proclamation has beén made at the Record Department of the India Office. 
but in -vain.! 

Among the records following will be foand “an Account of the several 
persons who have been prosecuted in the Court of Quarter Sessions in 
Calcutta, for criminal offences according to the Laws of England, from the 
ist of January, 1762, to the rst of October, 6774" It will be observed that the 
first. case is dated August 27th, 1762, 1. subsequent tothe proclamation men- 
tioned in the preceding paragraph. Out of fortysive cases, in which aizty-two 
persons were iinplicated, the natives are in the majority, and in twenty-one 
cases the sentence was capital. Two cases may be taken as ‘illustrative of the 
law enforced by the Courts. These | take from Verelat's View of the English 
Government in Bengal, observing, however, that the first case docs not appear 
wn ithe list abovementioned. Verelst has left it on record as his. mature 
judgment) “as well might we transplant the full-grown oak to the banks of 
the Ganges, as dream that any part of a code, matured by the patient labours of 
successive judges and legislators in this island, can possibly coalesce with the 
customs.of Bengal." The first case he cites to prove his point is-as follows -—— 

“In the year 76a, a native detected one of his women in an act oj 
infidelity. Throughout the East, women are wholly subject to the 
will of their master, and every husband ts the avenger of his own 
wrongs. The man, therefore, satistied of her guilt, proceeded to 
punishment, by cutting off her nose. He was arraigned at the 
Calcutta Sessions. He confessed the fact, but urged that he had 
done nothing to offend the laws and customs in which he had been 
educated; that the woman was his property; and that, by such 
customs, he had a right to set a mark upon her, for her infamy; that 

' The House of Commoos, on Feb, ast 2785. iatled on the Court of Director: we 7 prone a 
copy ofthe Proclastation, but apparently this onder war never complied wiih. I have been pen bo 


tence this document either among the India Office Recorda or thom of the Calesita High Caurt. 
But ste Lung: Sefertinus. p 430. 


* See-Appendix, Sir J. 7. Stephen cites thia paper bot gives a wrong refereure. 
* Vercist: Fire, otc. poy 
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he had never heard of the laws by which they tried him; did they 
believe that if he liad known the punishment to be death, he would 
ever have committed what they now called a crime? The man, 
notwithstanding this defence, was condemned and hanged; for, it 
the Court possess jurisdiction, they must proceed according to the 
English laws.""! | 

x. The second case is interesting as forming a precedent for the 
Supreme Court’s sentence upon Nanda Kumar ("' Nuncomar”) on his 
conviction of forgery. ‘'The amazing extent of public and private 
credit In Great Britain,” writes Verelst in 1773, ‘thas induced our 
legislators to punish forgery with death. Under this law a native of 
Bengal was condemned im the year 1768. But so extravagant. did 
the sentence appear, where experience had never suggested the 
principle, such the disproportion in their eyes between the punish- 
ment and crime, that the principal inhabitants of Calcutta expressed 
their astonishment and alarm in a petition to the Governor and 
Council; and, upon a proper representation, Rada Churn Metre 
received a pardon," 

Verelst, in his Fiew, e¢e., devotes a whole chapter to maintaining " the im- 
possibility of introducing English laws into Bengal.” He points to native 
customs absolutely irreconcilable with English principles—polygamy, child- 
marriages, the customs of the harem, ete., ete.; and refiects upon the fact that 
in Great Britain “notless than one hundred and sixty felonies are created by 
acts of Parliament.” He recognises that Europeans in Indian settlements must 
be subjected to Beitish civil and criminal law, and for that reason urges that, 
with the exception of the few district officers of the Company, Europeans 
should not-be allowed. to reside outside the Company's territorial limits. The 
principles, which his oppressively pompous sentences make it difficult for the 
reader to follow, are practically these — 

1. ‘The laws of England are the result of centuries of varied experience, 
and minute sclence, and are adapted only to a free people. 

2, The natives of Bengal are not capable of receiving a free govern- 
ment, and therefore cannot receive the law of a free people. 

3 As the natives must be left to their own customs and laws, justice 
must be administered by native judges; but to prevent ' indepen- 
dency," the Governor-General and Council should issue edicts 
from time to time, for “power must reside in the conquerors.” 








* Verela: View ate, p- 36. 

) Med. p. wat and Appendis.p.t77. See alio collection no B. India Office Record Department, 
Sickie eed P poadh od Le : ateee jon. No. Sg, Radha Chara Stiiearves nprasdece of tiol 
well's old foe, Govindram Mitra, the "Black Collectir'” of Calcutta. 
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4. A Court of English justices, assisted by worthy natives, might hold 
an appellate jurisdiction, but "to invest Europeans. with an 
original judicature throughout the country would be productive 
of infinite oppression.” 

The replies of the Collectors to the enquiries addressed to them in 1790, 
show that the idea of maintaining a British Government ii India, and vet 
leaving the native law substantially unchanged was an idea which rested on 
inadequate itiformation both as to the character of Muhamadan civilisation 
and the actual circumstances of the country. Verelst held the view that 
English law was & monument of perfection—a view commonly held by English. 
men at thattime, To us the eighteenth century criminal law is not an amiable 
subject for contemplation. Its introduction, a5 it stood and as {jf yeas develop. 
ing itself, into Calcutta, was bound, asin the instance of the punishment af 
forgery or petty thieving by death, to have deplorable: consegierices: on the 
other hand the introduction into Bengal (for British subjects and their depen- 
dents) of the English law with all its imperfections and excesses, was a neces. 
sary step towurds the: substitution of a carefully considered criminal and civil 
code, adapted to the people for whom it was intended, and patent to expansion 
and revision, according to the ever changing circumstances of the State and the 
conditions of native life. 

The weakness of the Judicatures of 4723 and 1753 arose from the fact that 
they tended to be in fact but branches of the Company's executive government, 
and they therefore afforded imperfect means of resistance to the class interests: 
of the Company's servants, at a time when the Company's -servants were 
bidding fair to monopolise the trade of the Country.’ ft would occupy more 
space than the nature of our general subject would justify if we were to 
undertake 3. discussion of the charges brought against these Courts by 
Bolts in his Comnderations, It may be held: that Verelst. does satisfactorily 
meet these charges, but it must also be admitted that in doing so ‘he 
unconsciously betrayed the weakness of a system under which executive 
government and jadicial authority were combined in the hands of men who had 
commercial interests of their own to defend.2 ‘The Aldermen of the Mayar’s 

a 2767, however, the Mayur's Court - in despite of the Gy ~ Tir 
ann a guages Conpnys pont gs hem fae Medan 
tsi en meror ofl ap varansen and whllenuch coming hae er afore acing 
balwark of all security with regard to’ property in the settlement, and might be considered in # greni 
sO conindn ant real Suanbay, ihe practice of Ginn pia pace so Pam iat 
England} that it was deemed laconvenient to the Compass Be ae manning them prisoners to 
them, and this was thou Mee fone defect before hinted! a, aralnst avhich, though. | pita sci 
the fey rts patitio [re een, ~ ubtained the Che re . 
had the “annaaitantionil power rama : of 
Vall. p. 85. 





mar 
n 





SOME RECORDS RELATIVE TO THE MAYOR'S COURT, 





Court were asa rule anything but what the term “alderman” etymologically 
implies: they were mostly janitor servants of the Company in the days when the 
Company’s servants, without any special training at home, began their Indian: 
career a little more than midway in their ‘teens Nor was the Charter 
itself so explicit-a guide as occasion required: it left room for doubts as to the 
‘amenability to4ué poena of witnesses residing beyond the Marhatha Diteh:* 
‘and left room for doubts which could not be dispelled without a tedious reference 
to law authorities In England.* 

From the Sisth Repart of the Committee of Secrecy 1773; we learn that, 
where debts had to be realised from natives living outside the limits of the 
Company's Settlements, other methods than recourse to the Mayor's Court were 
resorted to, “Where the debtor was dependent! on, or connected with the 
Company, in the course of commerce, and residing {as these persons penerally 
did) in the neighbourhood of any of the Company's setllements, the general 
practice was to lay hold of his person by their own authority, without applying 
to any Court or Officer of the Government,4 and they sometimes ventured to 
exercise the same right, even where the debtor did not fall under that descrip- 
tion ; but this was an abuse, though generally overlooked by Government, In 
the former case, the Government tacitly allowed and countenanced the practice 
of selzing and detaining the debtor, It being much the disposition. of the 
Government to give all encouragement to the Europeans, from whose commerce 
their country then derived such considerable advantages. In cases where it 
was not A Ciena prodent to proceed in this manner, the only remedy was by 

olica to Government; bet your Committee were informed that there 
was ‘aldo occasion to make use of either of these ways (o compel payment af 
any debt to the Company or its servants, for that the persons dealing with them 
reaped 4o much benefit from that connectian, that there seldom arose any 
dispute between them. , » » « The French and Dutch exercised the 
same privilege of seizing their debtors, and even continued the practice after 
the' Company's acquisition of the Dewanee."”" 

In 4774 the Supreme Court of Judicature took the place of the Mayor's 
Court, and al once commenced 2 conflict between the Judges and the Governor- 
General's Council as to the Court's right to intervene in causes in which the 
revenve and the revenue officers were concerned, It is, therefore, interesting 


ee eee 
t| On) the cocasioa 'ak Tiesds Ruin ‘Calbeutts 








a tater heavy 
J Sen Sixth Report of ¢ Conresitice of Srevecy 177 
. _By «.Governmeat in this passage t Niaaivs Ccecament 44 tne 
ski eee ested Boe the vaeadaie § oval vad by he ipt o Lngr phir 
an cums), ¢ reach in very aironge terms, 
pce hi ted a ayie' ital deghied ts of @ right erhich ibe had always beld and je 
Se but that the President and Coanell d this pretenalon, anil 
\ratited that the French should bave recourse tothe courts of juatice to compel payment of their 
debts : ‘but your Conunittes di not find thas this dispate hus been brought to-a conclusben.” 
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to note that a similar conflict had arisen between the older Court and the 
Collector of Calcutta. In1753 Holwell protested that " the hulk of the causes 
that come before the cutcherry are for sums cognizable by the said Court of 
Requests,""! and, on st March, 1754, the Mayor's Court write to the Directors, 
complaining that the Collector refused, at. their bidding, to release o native 
whom he had confined and who wasa party toa cause brought into. their 
Court. 


CuryNne Court, CHELSEA, ; 


A wpust, ror. 


Watters K. FirMinces: 


I, 
Correspondence Maino To THe Kine’s Most EXCELLENT Majesty. 
randa, Vol. 9- The Humble Petition of the United 


Company of Merchants of England 
trading to the East Indies. 
SHEWETH, | 

That your Petitioners have by a Strict and equal distribution of Justice 
within the towns Forts Factorys and places belonging to the said Company iin 
the East Indies and other parts beyond the Cape of Good Hope to the Streights 
of Magellan very much Encouraged not only your Majestys Subjects hut like- 
wike the Subjects of other Princes and the Natives of the Adjacent Countreys 
io resort to and settle in the-said towns Fotts Factorys and places for the better 
and more Convenient Carrying on of trade by which means some of the said 
towns Factorys.and places are become very populous and especially the town or 
place Antiently called CHINA PATNAM now Called Madras: Patnam and Fort 
Saint George on the Coast of Cormondell and also the towns, Factorys or Places 
called Bombay on the Island of Bombay and Fort William in Bengal). 

THAT in pursuance of Priviledges and powers granted to your Petitioners 
by your Royall Predecessors your petitioners have Constituted and appointed 
within the said towns or Factorys of Madras Patnam Bombay and Fort William 
severall Officers by the Name of the Governer and Council or president and 
Council. 

THAT there Js a great want in all the said places of a proper and Competent 
power and Authority for the more speedy and effectual administring of Jistice 
in Clyll Causes and for the trying and punishing of Capital and other Crimi 
Offences and Misdemeanors committed within the piaces and districts atoresaid 
and for the better Government of the. severall Factorys belonging to yout 
Petitioners within the Limitts of trade Granted to your Petitioners. 

AND for astmuch [as the Granting to your Petitioners such powers as may 
Conduce to the punishingyof Vice Administring of Justice and better Governing 
+ Fort William Consultations 29 October, 1759 7 
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your. Petitioners Factorys and Settlements abroad will in the Consequence 
thereof greatly tend to the. Increase of that branch of the National trade which 
is Carried on to the Fast Indias aswell as to the Increase of your Majestys 
Revenues sriseing from same— 

Your Petitioners therefore most Humbly beseech your Majesty to extend 
your royall Grace and benevolence to your petitioners and to grant 
them the Severall Priviledges Contained in the heads Abstracts or 
Particulars mentioned and Humbly proposed to your Majesty by 
your Petitioners in the Schedule or papers hereunto annexed. 

And Your Petitioners shall pray &ca- 
Signed by the Order of the Court of Directors of the said United Company. 
THos. WoLLeEv.! 


i. 
Court Minutes, Vol. 53 At a Court of Directors holden on Wednesday the 
p> E77 ist February 1726-7- 
PRESENT 
Henry Lyett, Esq. Chairman (ard others), 
* * ” . . * 


Mr, Woodford acquainted the Court that pursnant to Order, the three 
| a Charters were exemplyfied for the Factorys of Fort 
Ese tor te Gaye St. George, papal a siete: vateoutag Teh 
Gengal Mayor and Aldermen at each of those Places to Try 
Canses Vist. Felony, Injuries, Civil Actions, and Propertys, and in Case of 
Need to Appeal to the respective Presidents and Councils, and from them to 
the King and Council, likewise giving the necessary Authority to prove Wills, 
snd Grant Administrations, that he had likewise Caused two Copys to be made 
for each Place with fuil Instructions haw to make use of the said Charters in 
all Cases, Also several Law Books to Accompany the same for the better 
Information of the Courts to be establisht by Virtue of the said Charters. 


Ht, 
Letter Book, Vol. 20. Sent Per Bridgwater and Walpole. 


London 17th February 1726-7. 
Presipent anp Councn. or Forr WILLIAM 
IN BENGALL, 

1, Upon Application made to His Majesty, We have obtain'd His 
Majestys Roya! Charter for our Settlements ‘at Madraspatnam at Calcutta 

This décumant fi preceded My & Minute of a Court brid at St Jatives’ , ct May 1724, mention- 
lng the reesipt of a petition from the Court of Directors arging compliance with the prayer of the 
above pat ‘The Court's Petition bas not been copied a4 oo now information appuars, The 
‘Schedule and papers mentioned above da not appear. 
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at Fort William in Beogall, and at Bombay in the East Indies to enable Us 

by Vértue thereof to have our Affairs in all those Places and within the Dis. 

tricts therein mention'd, as also in allthe Subordinate Factoryes. af those 

Presidencys managed with greater Authority than ever hitherto, We apply'd 
to. gel the Mantagement of the Civil Affairs as neat as We could agreeable to 
the Practice and Methods of the Mayors Court at Fort 5t, George, which have 
continued for many Years, and as You will see in the said Charter (of which 

we send you by the Bridgwater an Exemplification under the great Seal of 
this Kingdom) It begins and gocs through, first with all the Powers and 
Authoritys granted and Rules prescribed for that Place, And then proceeds: to 
erect the like Courts and give the sime Rules for our Settlements at Bombay 

and Fort William. 

2. The said Charter appoints an Annual Sheriff to be chosen to be the 
last of your Council, and to réturn all the Processes of the Court (And nomi- 
nates nine Persons to be the Court of Mayor and Aldermen, and as such a 
Court to Try all Civil Causes that may happen) To bring into Court all Persons 
complain’d of To hold them Bail or Confine them, and on being empower'd 
hy Warrants to Seiz and Sell the Effects to make satisfisction to the several 
Persons, who by Decree of the Court on hearing the Cause have any Simms 
of money adjudged to be due to them, And in this the said Court have by 
the Charter a Power to frame Rules of Practice in the Proceedings, 

3. There is a liberty reserv'd in said Charter to appeal from the Judgment 
of the Mayors Court to the President and Council, who are by this Charter 
made 4 Court of Reéeeord to receive it, and rehear the Cause, And if either 
Party think him, her or themselves then aggriev'd, they have libesty (in case: 
the Sentence is for one Thousand Pagodas or upwards in Value) to appeal 
from the President and Council to the King in Council here under certain 
Conditions therem contain'd. 

4. This Charter gives the President and Five of the Senior Council a 
Power to be and Act as Justices of the Peace and Commissioners of Oyer and 
Terminer and Gaol Delivery, To hold Quarter Sessions, and to proceed to 
hear, try and punish, in all Criminal Causes, except only of High Treason, 
as Commissioners of Oyer.and Terminer and Gaoi Delivery do in England 
appointing and Summoning Grind and Petty Jurys for those purposes. 

5. We hope ‘this Power will have that good Effect as to prevent all 
Persons from being guilty of wicked practices to subject them to the judgment 
of said Court. = 

6. Likewise a Power is granted by said Charter to-appoint Generals by 
Land ‘and Sea and Military Officers, and to Levy and Train Souldiers and 
resist Enemys, And further to Act as is therein directed, And therewith is 
granted an additional Authority to grant Probats of Willa and Letters of 
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‘Administration on the Goods and Credits of Intestates, or of those whose 
Executors are not on the Place as by tlhe said Charter is fully directed. 

7- You must from the time: the Charter is to operate, which js tobe 
within “Thirty days after receipt hereof, take particular care lo swear into the 
Officeiof Mayor and Aldermen the Persons appointed thereto, and in case. of 
Death or total! absence others as direeted, The appointments of the several 
Persons for Administring the Oaths of fidelity and those who are to take the 
said Oaths and Oaths of Office are-so plainly directed in the Charter that there 
can be iio mistake when ones you have but read it over-attentively, 

8. We had elected a very ingenious and able Person to go along with the 
Charter to Fort St. George and assist there, and-afterwards at Bengal and 
Bambay in the first setting out to put every thing ina right Method and Trace 
out the way at first with the Utmost. exactness, And had agreed upon giving 
him a very encouriging Gratification for his pains and trouble and the time he 
must necessarily spend in.all three Places, But some unhappy Accidents with a 
great Indisposition: that hath lately seie'd him has prevented his undertaking 
the Voyage and consequently the Employment. 

gq ‘However that you might not be ata loss or doubtful in any part of 
your proceedings, We herewith send you two written Books One by the 
Bridgwater and the other by the Walpole, Entituled Instructions for putting in 
Execution the East India Companys Charter, First as to the form and Method 
of proceedings in all Civil Suits, Actions and Pleas between Party and Party, 
Sccondly as to the Method and Form of Proceedings before Justices of the Peace 
and ata Court of Oyer and Terminer and Gaol Delivery, Thirdly as to the manner 
and form of Granting Probate of Wills and Letters of Administration of Intestates 
Estates, To which is subjoin’d the form of some Oaths iecessary to be taken in 
pursuance of the Charter, and which are not taken Notice of in the Instructions. 

ro, You willin said Book observe an instance in a Civil Case of prosecut- 
ing for a Debt, and a Supposition of all the Accidents that may happen in the 
whole of the Proceedings, many miore than are likely, and if you find them 
attempted may with pradence be easily check'd so far as found dilatory and 
purely litigious, Also Instances of all the several Steps that can probably be 
taken before the Justices of the Peace and at Courts of Oyer and Terminer 
and Gaol Delivery with variety of forms of Warrants and other Orders, many 
niore than tn probability you will ever have occasion for, And the same-as to 
the manner and form of Granting Probats of Wilis and of Administrations, 
wherein the Civilians have taken in as We are told all that can well be said on 
that Subject, and more than ever you shall want to consult in the Casts that 
may come before you. 

tr, We likewise send you along with the aaid Instructions Two written 
Copys of the said Charter bound in a Book, one of each for the Common use 
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of the President and Council in Council, and the others for the Mayor and 
Aldermen at their Court. 

a2. Tt will require your utmost case in every step you take for putting in 
execution the Powers and Authoritvs therein and thereby piven and granted, 
which when read over attentively and duly consider'd toyether with the 
Instructions before mention’d will be soon render'd easy and familiar, and then 
with common predence will doubtless be continued so. 

13, Ue you apply heartily as We earnestly recommend to you to endea- 
vour you will bring the Mayors Court though new with you at present into use 

‘and good Uiking of all the People for doubtless there doth arise among you al 
times some disputes in the matters of Meun and Tuum, and if you do exercise 
the other Powers with prudence and Justice (and We. must tell You it is 
greatly incumbent on you so to do, for the very Intimations of Kings are 
commands and if not obey’d or their Grants nol thankfully accepted and made 
ise of aa they ought may bring You as well a3 Us into a Premunire) We cant 
at present apprehend We have any thing more that We shall want of the 
Government-as to our Settlementé.in India for the better Government of them, 
And the Authority We shall now act by being supported by one so murh 
greater than Our own, Will redound greatly to the Honour of the Nation, and 
part thereof will cast a Lustre on your selves as the Instruments of putting if 
into operation, 

rj. As the Charter directs a Sherriff to be annually elected, so it directs 
other Officers to be chosen-as weilllin the Court of Mayor and Aldermen as in 
(hat of Oyer and Terminer, hut 2s you have a great many Covenant Servants, 
We hope they may serve the purposes of both without appomting any other 
English People into them; or any of them, We would have‘those most fit ab 
prevent, or such as are most likely to be so by time and practice to he first 
putin, wherein one Person may possibly fill up two er more Stations, and 
though the business they are likely to be employ'd In will be but very little and 
seldom, Yet.as they may think it very hard to officiate without same reward for 
their labour, Therefore We hereby direct You to:appoint proper Fees according 
to their different Employments, But be sure to take care that they be very 
moderate and Suited to the Circumstances of the People, who are many of 
them very poor and can't bear the paying of auch as We may here Account 
but small Fees, whereto We desire you will have a great regard, and send Us 
& Table of the respective Fees mall Cases for our Inspection and Judgment. 

15 Be you particularly careful on your part and let the Mayor and 
Aldermen know That We also earnestly recommend to them ta check the first 
beginnings of any oppressions, exactions Mishehaviour towards any or the 
least foul practice of the Attorneys and other Officers of the Court, Keep them. 
all within due bounds of Decorum, and Discountenance all Attempts of 
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prolonging of Suits, In the Instructions are certain distances of times between 
one part of the Processes and what next is to follow, Let the Court curtail 
them as muth as equitable may be, for Justice may be render’d Sour by delay- 
ing, The most expeditious it can be made in reason is thereby the better. 

16. We hope you will never have occasion to put in Execution the Powers 
given you for exercising of Martial Law in time of War and open Hostility, as 
occasion may be and necessarily require and can legally be done, Therefore 
you should be very careful in your Proceedings. 

17, By thé Charter Three of the Mayors Court, the Mayor or Senior 
Alderman being One, may Try al) Civil Causes, Yet We recommend to that 
Court to have always as many of their Members there in all Judgments to be 
given by them as possible, not only for the greater Solemnity but alsa for the 
more thorough Sifting all matters that shall:come before them to prevent as far as 
possible the Jeast mistake of Error in the Sentence given, as remembring they do 
in Judgment act in the Place of God towards the People, And according to the 
Scripture Expression, He that rilesover Men most be just roling in the fear af God. 

i8. Asto the Proceedings in the several Courts of Record, It will be 
necessary to use Parchment in the several Writings as being most durable and 
to keep all sale from Vermine, therefare We send you Nine Rolls of Parchment, 
each containing Sixty Skins for use, Oo which fet stich moderate Sums be put 
us to the larger or smaller Pieces wanted, that We may be reimbursed our 
prime Cost with a small advance for Intetest and Risen, | 

ig. Send Us yearly Copy of the Register of your Court Books kept in pur- 
suance of this Charter for our Notice and Observation how you proceed therein. 

zo. You willfindin the Packets a List of the Statutes and some Law 
Books, which we have been adyis'd to send You, as what may give you some 
light on occasion, 

21. This Charter being principally design'd for the Government and 
benefits of Europeans, and many of the Natives who live with you having 
peculiar Custome of their own, We are willing they should still enjoy them, so 
as they live quietly and do nothing that tends to publick disturbance or breaks 
ing into the settled Rules of the Place, You must continue to be as hitherto 
you have been very careful to avoid as much as possible the putting any of the 
Moors to Death, unless the Crime be of a very high nature such as Murther 
and Piracy and the proofs thereof be very possitive and plain for fear the 
Moguls Governours make ft a handle for raising Disturbances, of which it may 
not be easy to foresee or prevent the ill Consequences, 

We are 
Your Loving Friends 
HENRY LYELL, CAgirman 
(and 18 others.) 
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ry. 


1 Pab iitati re Willi Ie USst 
peresnncom one, Fort. William August 1787: 


(Extract from Consultation of Monday, 28 August, 1727). 


The Box containing the mew Charter &ca.. Law Books come Per Ship 
Charter trea. Law Books Bridgwater being come a shore was now open'd which 
receires, contained the following Particulars vist. 
King George's Royal Charter. 
Statutes at large, five Vols. 
Dalton's Country Justice. 
Hawkins's Plea of the Crown. 
Abridgment of the Statutes, 6 Vols 
Officium Cleric] pacis. 
Modern Justice. 
Hale's Pleas of the Crown, 
Blackerby’s Justice. 
Godolohin's Legary. 
Lex Testamentarid, 
Praxis Cancellaria, two Vols. 
Cursus Cancellaria: 
Practicall Register in Chancery, 
Copy of the néw Charter, ; 

The Honble Company's Genl. Letter, dated igth February 1726-7 telating 
itaror & Aldermen to the Charter was now rfead # second time and very 

seriously considered in all its Paragraphs. 

WHEREAS Mr, John Sainsbury Lloyd who is nominated in the Charter to 
be Mayor and several of the Aldermen therein named are absent, Pursuant to 
the tenour of the Charter we have appointed the following Persons to be the 
modern Mayor Sheriff and Aldermen Vist, 

Charles Hampton Esgr. Mayor 
Mr. Thomas Braddyl) Sheriff 
Messrs: John Bonkett 
Thomas Coales 
Thomas Cooke 
Henry Harnett | 
Robert Frankland Aldermen. 
James Nevile 
William Bruce 
Matthew Wesley 
Geo: Mandeville 


. 
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men Vola Canaultations, Fort William October 728. 
Extract from Consultation of Thursday, 4 October r7ad. 
The Mayor's Court representing to Us that they are at the Monthly 
bol sake Expence of one hundred five Rupees and civht Anaes 
Blayor’s Court ita Ex- 
‘sue $0 be ‘paid by the for Peons and other tiecessary Seryatits to attend said 
: Court; an¢ haying no other way to support the said 
Charges (All Fines &ca, being by Order of this Board appropriated to the 
Honble. Company's Use), 
AcReED! thereof, that the Expence of Peons and proper Officers to 
attend said Court be disbursed by the Zemindar, and brought. into his: Monthly 


Account. 
Vi. 
Fein aca Fort William January 1728-0. 


Extract of Consultation of Thursday, 2nd Fanuary, 1 yakg. 


Ambamador's Hoos to There bemp wanting a proper Place to hold the 
be the Town Hall. Mayor's Court, as wellas a Court of Oyerand Termi- 
ner, and to make a Town Gaol, 

Acreep, That the Ambassador's House and Compound be appropriated 
Corporstionto beaises> for that Service; and that a Tax be levied on the 
— Inhabitants of this Place to pay the same, 


VIL 
Coast and Boy Abstracts of 

Letters Received, Val. 2. 

Extract of Fort William General Letter, dated sth December p72. 

Para. 4. Thankful for his Majesty's Charter for Establishing a Corpora- 
tion in Calcutta, which they publickly read with great Demonstrations of Joy 
under Triple Discharge of the Military and Great Guns, the Mayor's Court 
instituted, Aldermen a little pugled af present in their Proceedings, but a ‘little 
Practice will soon make every thing easy and believe every Man will act the 
honest part, they take it that their Court is not to be lookt upon as a Court of 
Common Laws but a Court of Equity. 








4 ESiey? therefore. 
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VU. 


Cost and Bay Extracts of 
Letters Received, Vol. 2. 


Extracts of Fort William General Letter, dated 98th Fanuary 1727-8, 

Para. 105, Shall esteem all Money raised by Fines in the Mayors Court 
as belonging to the Company! except that paid by Gentlemen who fine rather 
than officiate as Aldermen which is appropriated to the Mayors Court. 

we - . . * - 

Para. ¢54. Sendo List of Fees appropriated to the Mayors Court. 

155. Have little or no Business to do at the Quarter Sessions more than 
remind the Kings Subjects-of ‘their Allegtance and to lead sober Lives &ca. 

#56. The President and the three Seniors of Council taken the Oaths 
as Justices of the Peace and Commissioners of Oyer and Terminer. 
Mr. Hampton ig Mayor and Mr, Braddyll Sherriff, hope this Charter will 
prevent wicked Practices, 

1s7. Publickly read and proclaimed the Charter thirty days after the 
Receipt when it took place and swore the Mayor and Aldermen in their 
Office. | | 

ish} Send Copy of the Registers of their Court Book, wish it may be 
according to Method, have done their best and were Goyern'd by their Instruc- 
tions, hope in time to rectifye their present Errors, 

159. Receiv'd the nine Rolls of Parchment, have thought it more proper 
to keep their Records on Sttong Paper, the Cockroaches being Lovers of 
Parchment and would soon eat them up. 

160. Will take particular Care to permit the Natives enjoying their own 
particalar Customs, and be cautious how they put any of the Moors to Death, 
when Mr. Surman and others were at Furruckseer’s Court had liked to overset 
the Royal Phirmaund by requesting Power to punish the Mogul’s Subjects 
with Death, the Moors alledg'd the Companys Charter could not extend to 
them who were Subjects to another Prince. 

* * - . . . 
IX. 
? eT Memoranda, 

Mr. Woodfords Opinion upon the 165 paragraph? in the Governour and 

Councils Letter dated Fort William 28th January 1727-8, . 


' The Letters "Patent to the Company sans ee 
the India Office. The original is on parchmant is a printed ia dated i7th Nov, 


707, ion Bape re the Maye fs Count “edaued ale Septemb. 
rors as 
ceeah ths Case of eae a gchey aE a ts degire th 
dctmmination how fla elects aro ta be dl mits and Bay Abstrects, 


aad will send them 
WO 
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It appears by the late Charter granted to the Company that the Mayors 
Court is impowered to Grant Letters of Administration and Prebates of Wills 
as the Cases require. 

And as the Clauses in the Charter relating to the one Case and the 
other are very particular and full Instructions have been sent for the putting 
the Powers in the Charter into Execution I oust therefore refer the President 
and Council thereto and am apt to think that by a Careful Perusal thereof 
Satisfaction might have been gained or collected therefrom with respect to the 
present Question. 

And I think it very evident that the Mayors Court have the Sole right to 
Authorize any person to be or to Act as Executor or Administrator and 
consequently that the President and Councel are not Warranted to Act as 
Execulors or Administrators or to take possession of the Effects or Estate of 
any deceased Person Nor can the Company in my opinion protect or defend 
any of their Officers in: meddling with any deceased Persons Estates unless it 
ig done in the manner and! by and under the Powers and Authorities and 
directions contained in the Charter. 

But supposing that an Executor had in due form proved the Will or that 
an Admintstration had been. granted, The Rule of Distribution of the 
deceased's Effects, is first to pay off Judgments then Bonds of all Sorts and 
other Specialtys under hand and Seal and then Simple Contract Debts or in 
other words Debts not under hand and Seal and it is just and right to pay 
Debts of Equal degree proportianably, 

But it is to be remarked that the Debt nus for rent may be distrained for 
by the Landlord preferable to any other Demand 

I do not find any such Clauses in the Aet ‘Of the 5th of King George as 
are mentioned in the opinion of the President tiie Law having relation orily 
to such persons against whom Commissions of Bankrupt[cy had been] issued 
in their Lifetimes, 





THO. Wooprorp, 
24h Fonnary 1728. 


Letter Book. Vol, 28. 
‘24th January 1753. Sent Per Egmont 
Relating fo the Charter. 
OUR PRESIDENT AND COUNCIL AT Fort WituAm 
In BENGAL. 


1, When the Reestablishment of our Settlement at Port St. George was 
under our Consideration, We intended to have revived the Courts of Justice 
there which were granted by the Letters. Patent of the 13th year of the Reign 
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of his late Majesty, but upon advising with Mr Attorney General, Mr Sollicitor 
General {and Mr Yorke our Standing Council) We were informed that by 
réason of the taking of that Place by the French and their Possession of it 
afterwards, all the Powers and Authorities which by that Charter were granted 
for holding of Pleas in civil Actions at Fort St. George were at an end, and 
that it would be neécessarry for us to apply to lis Majesty for a new Charter. 

2. And there being some Defects in the former Charter and some Altera- 
tions necessary and that there might be an Uniformity in the Constitution of 
several Settlements in the East Indies, We were advised by the same Gentle- 
men to Petition his Majesty for leave to surrender oor former Charters, and 
that his Majesty would be graciously pleased to grant Us a new one for our 
several Settlements, and accordingly his Majesty has been pleased to accept of 
such Surrender of our said former Charter, and to grant Us new ones for our 
principal Settlements in India, an Exemplification of which new Charter under 
the Great Seal of Great Britain We send you herewith, as also two written 
Copys of the present Charter and of the Surrender of the former bound 
separately, the one for the common Use of our Governour and Council, and the 
other for that of the Mayor's Court. 

4. By the new Charter our: President and Council and also the Mayor's 
Court are within Thirty Days after the Arrival thereof to qualify themselves as 
by this Charter is directed, and from that time all Powers amd Authoritys 
granted by the former Charters are to cease and to be no longer acted under, 
But all proceedings as well Crvil'as Criminal, which at the time of the Anzival 
of this Charter sliall be then depending, are to be continued and carried on 
before their Jurisdictions without Abatement or Revival. 

4. Our President and all our Council are constituted Justices of the 
Peace and Commissioners of Oyer and Terminer and Goal Delivery, and the 
Mayor and Aldermen who shall be such at the time of the Anival of this 
Charter are continued m their several Employments, all Vacancies in the Court 
of Aldermen are for the future to be supplyed and filled up by our Governour 
and Council, which We recommend and direct them to do out of our Covenant- 
ed Servants, if at such times there shall be a sufficient number of them fidy 
qualifed and if pot, then they must supply such Vacancies with the Princip 
Inhabitants of the Place, 

§: The Mayor's Court are annually to return two members of their 
Body to our Governour and Council, out of which they are to chuse one to be 
Mayor for the ensuing Year. 

6, There are several Rules and Directions relative to the Administration 
of Justice, varying from the former Charter, particularly for recetving Evidence 
upon Affirmation fram such Persons who by their Cast cannot submit to take 
an Oath. 
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7. All Moneys; Securitys and Effects of the Suitors which shall be ordered 
into Court are to be deposited with our President and Council, for which the 
Company are to be answerable under such Exceptions as in the Charter are 
mentioned, and an Accountant General is to be appointed, who with the Regis- 
ter of the Mayor's Court is to keep the Accounts between our President and 
Council and that Court. 

8 And tm regard the Suing for small Debts according to the ordinary 
Method of Proceeding in the Mayor’s Court is attended with a greater Expence 
than the Nature of such Suits can bear, a Court of Requests is by this Charter 
erected for Hearing and determining in a Summary way al! disputes where the 
Matter in Question shall nat exceed the Value of Five Pagodas. 

9. These are the material parts of the Charter, which We at present 
think fit to lake Notice of, but We strictly recommend it to You and to the 
Mayor's Court, that You would attentively read over the Charter, and that 
You and they will in all respects conform yourselves thereto, 

to, Within Thirty Days after the Arrival of this Charter our President 
and Council are to take the Oaths of Allegiance and as Justices of the 
Peace and Commissioners of Oyer and Terminer and Goal Delivery, and must 
afterwards fillup the Vacancies ifany among the Aldermen, who must take the 
Oaths directed by the Charter, being the same as were directed: by the former 
Charter, the Forms whereof are to be found im the Book of Instructions sent out 
tothe Mayor's Court with the former Charter of the ¢3th of the late King, and 
the Substance of this Charter so far as relates to the People and [nhabitants 
should be published to them in the same manner the former Charter was, for 
the Particulars whereof We refer You to your own Entrys with this Addition, 
that it should be known to. such of the Natives as cannot in their Consciences 
condescend to the taking of an Oath, that their Evidence is for the purpose to 
be admitted upon Affirmation, or in such manner as. they shall think most 
binding upon them to speak the Truth. 

st. The Reason for this Indulgence to the Natives of India to give 
their Evidence by Affirmation is, That some Persons We are informed have. 
lost their Debts and others have submitted to lye in Prisom rather than to 
submit ta the taking an Oath, an Instance of which was in the Cause of Cole 
and Deepchund,; where the latter who could not from his Cast take an Oath 
withdrew himself, as he knew he must otherwise lye in Prisan, as his Answer 

would not be received without being given in upon Oath, which his Conscience 
would not permit him to submit to, 

tz, And upon this Oceasion We must observe that if the Orders of the 
King in Council made in this Cause have mot heen carried into Execution, It 
might be of great consequence to apply to Deepchund to put in his own Answer 
and to make his own Defence to Mr, Cole’s Bill, as he can thereby State his 
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own Case better than any one can do it for him, and as such his Answer 
must ow be received upon his own Affirmation, without putting hit under the 
difficulty of taking an Oath, 

13. The Court of Directors agreeable to the new Charter by an [nstrament 
jn Writing under the Company's Seal sent berewith, have obliged the Company 
to be answerable in the Terms of the Charter for such Moneys, Effects and 
Securitys as shall be deposited with their Governour or President and Council, 
and by an Order under the Hands of Thirteen or more of the Directors, they 
have authorized You to appcint'an Accountant General, and directed him in 
what manner that Office is to be executed, 

14. The Erecting of this Office of- Accountant General is of the utmost 
Importance ta the Suitors, and on that Account We have undertaken to he at 
the Expence of it,-and that the Suitors shall not be burthened. 

is. The Office itself is new, anda Person. must be appointed by the 
Govyernour and Council to keep their Accounts with the Accountant ‘General and 
whole Trouble the Register of the Mayor's Court will have by keeping the like 
Aceaunts with the Governour and Counci) and’ Accountant Genera! is. addi- 
tional Duty 10 his Office, a proper Satisfaction should therefore be made to- all 
those Officers for ther Service, but what or how much that should be We 
cannot at present form any Judgment, as that will ina great Measure depend 
pen the Trouble they will have and the Advantage that may arise to Us 
from such Money of the Suitors as may be paid inte and remain in. our Treasury, 
and therefore We suspend for the present appointing any Salarys to these 
Officers, and desire You will let Us know your Sentiments what Salarys should 
he paid to each of them with your Reasons for the same, and in the mean time 
We permit and authorize You to make them such moderate Allowances for 
their Trouble as You shall think resonable. 

16. As the Mavor’s Court hasbeen long in Possession of their Jurisdiction, 
so that they have established to themselves Forms and Methods of Proceeding 
We shall refer them to follow the same, and the Rules of Practice laid down in 
the Book of Instructions sent them by the former Charter, except in euch 
Instances wherein they have deviated from the same, wherein We particularly 
Remark that they have suffered the. Proceedings before them to be prolix.and 
Impertinent, Whereas in the Bill and tn the Answer the Partys Case and 
Defence should be stated in the most clear and concise manner, without 
Observations, Arguments or Inferences, all which ought to be expunge 
Impertinent and as proper Arguments forthe Counsel or Attorneys to make 
née of at the |Hearing rather than to Insert in their Pleadings, We cannot 
help. taking Notice, that Special Replications and Rejoynders with other 
special Proceedings haye been admitted after a full Answer has beett put in, 
Alt which We consider a3 Ilmpertinent, and occasioning great delays, and put 
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the Suitors toa most unnecessary Expence. Tlie Proceedings in. the Cause 
between Dawson and Brooke contain flagrant Instances of this kind, and to 
prevent the like in future, We do hereby Will and order and direct You to 
acquaint the Mayor's Court, that alter a full Answer is put in, no special 
Replication or Rejoinderor any subsequent special Proceedings shall be admitted 
in. any Case whatsoever; But that after a full Answer 4s put in, the Piaintrft 
shall reply and the Defendant or Defendants shall rejoin according to the 
common or sdua! Form faid down in the Book of Instructions, and that there. 
upon the Partys to give such Rules for producing Witnesses and passing 
Publication as in the said Book js directed, which Method inas We are informed 
agreeable to the constant stated Rules of Practice in all the Courts of Equity in 
this Kingdom, and ‘if any Attorney or Sollicitor shall offend by inserting any 
scandalous or [mpertinent Matter in any Bill or Answer, We order and direct 
that the same be expunged, and that such Attorney or Sollicitor and not the 
Client-do pay. the Costs occasioned thereby out of his own Pocket. 

17; With respect to Crimins! Proceedings, We have nothing to add to 
the Instructions already given, unless it is, that the Legislature having 
in the last Session made an Act of Parliament for better preventing the hortid 
Crime of Murder, several printed Copys whereof We send You herewith, So 
if the Commissioners of Oyer and Terminer think it may be a means to prevent 
or deter Persons from committing that horrid Crime, they may in Case of 
Conviction proceed to Judgnient and Execution, and disposal of the Body in 
the manner that Act directs, 

18. Having given our Directions with regard to the Civil and Criminal 
Jurisdictions granted by the Charter (Except the Coart of Requests) it remains 
for Us to give our Instructions upon that Head. 

ig. An easy summary and less expensive Method for recovery of Debts 
than the common form of Proceedings allow has long been wished for, [t has 
formerly: been attempted at all or most of our Settlements, but We having then 
no sufficient Authority to hold such Courts, the Design however useful was to 
be Inid aside, The many Acts of Parliament that have of late Years passed 
here for the erecting of such Courts in several Citys and Boroughs of this 
Kingdom together with our own Opinions sufficiently convinces Us of the 
Utility of soch Courts.. For these Reasons We petition’d his Majesty that by 
new Charter he would ercet such Courts, which his Majesty has been graciously 
pleased to comply with. 

20, «And We send You herewith unders the Hands of Thirteen or more 
of the Court of Directors, certain Rules, Orders and Regulations to be observed 
by your selves and by the Commissioners of the Court of Requests, so far as 
respectively concern You, and We do in a particular manner recommend to You 
and to the Commissioners that in the first Nomination of Commissioners, and 

6: 
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in:all future appointments of them our Convenanted Servants shall always have 
a preference or be first named, and if there should not be a sufficient number of 
them to answer this purpose, the rest must be made up out of the Principal 
Inhabitants. 

at. We likewise recommend it to You that the Officers of the Court 
be as few and the Fees as moderate as possible, that the Suitore may find 
Relief without Oppression, and as this Court is calculated for the Benefit of 
the poorest of the People, We hope none of our Servants or of the Inhabi- 
tants that shall be nominated as Commissioners will decline the Service, as 
by an honest and faithful discharge of their Duty they may be a. Blessing to 
the People. 

ga. And for your further Assistance in carrying this part of the Charter 
in Execution, Wesend You several printed Acts of Parliament whereby the 
like Courts ar¢e established in this Kingdom, and We leave iL to your President 
and Council with the Assistance of the Commissioners besides the Orders and 
Instructions We now send You, to take such other Parts of the several Acts 
of Parliament, and to establish such further Rules and Orders of your own, 
ws in your Opinions will best. conduce to those good Ends for which this 
Power was desired and obtained, subject: always to our Controul and Alteration, 

a3 And as this Court of Requests will at first be at a Loss with regard 
to the form of their Process and Order and the Method of keeping their 
Books, We send You with this dispatch a Book of Instructions upon this 
Head with an Appendix thereto containing the Forms their Orders and 
Process, and the Method of keeping such Books. as will be necessary, and 
which are agreeable to the Forms and Methods made Use of in the Court of 
Requests here, And We recommend ft to the Commissioners. to follow the 
same Rules unless any belter Method. occurs to them, which as often as it 
does, they are al Liberty to pursue their own, 

ag. You wil) perceive by our Instructions with regard to the Court of 
Request, that all Money ordered to be paid into Court, must be paid unto 
and lodged with the Clerk. of the Court to be paid over to the Plaintiffs. 
according to the Commissioners Orders, at present these sums will be small, 
and such as tlie Clerk of the Court may himself be sufficient for, but in time, 
atid as this Court may happen to take with the People considerable Sums 
may be lodged with the Clerk, We recommend it therefore to the Commis- 
signers to have a watchful Eye to this Matter, and whenever they think it 
necessary to call upon and oblige their Clerk to give sufficient Security to 
their Satisfaction, to be answerable to the Suitors for all Moneys which shall 
be paid Into their Handy under any Order of Court 

25. And ‘to prevent Persons suing in the Mayor's Court, where the 
Matter does not exceed the Value of Five Pagodas, We have made an Order, 





SOME RECORDS RELATIVE TO THE MAYOR'S COURT. 23 
————— 
which We send You herewith, whereby the: Mayor's Court are in ail Cases 
directed not to allow. the Plaintiff any Costs; but to oblige him to pay Cost 
to the Defendant. 

26, In the framing of this Charter, We have endeavoured to obtain all 
such Powers and Authorities, as’ might best tend ta the Advancement of 
Justice, the due Administration of it, and the good of our Settlements, but as 
the best concerted undertakings however well intended oftentimes [all shart 
of their Institution, and when put in Practice, many Errors and Defects are 
distoyered, so We desire You our President and Council and likewise the 
Mayor's Court, the Accountant General and the Court of Request from tinie 
to time to'transmit Us particular Accounts of their several Proceedings in 
their several Jurisdictions and Office, pointing aut to Us any further Albera- 
tions Powers and Authorities that may be necessary, or wherein the present 
should be varied, That so far as our Authority extends, We may assist them, 
4 a5 to rendér this Charter as Useful'and extensive for the publick good as 

a7. We likewise desire and Direct You to inform the Mayor's Court, 
Accountant General and Court of Requests of so much of this our Letter us 
rilates to. them. respectively, and to give them Copys of such part thercof as 
they may desire. 


We are, 
LONDON, ; Your Loving Friends, 
24h Fanwary, 9753. WitLiaM Bakee, Chairman, 


(and 22 others). 
XI. 


_ Beagal Letters Received  %[O THE HON'BLE THE CourT oF Directors 

Val. a. FOR AFFAIRS OF THe Hon'BLE tik Unrrep 
COMPANY OF MERCHANTS oF ENGLAND ‘TRADING 
TO THE East INbres. 


May it please Your Honours.— 


a * . * od = = 


Para. 154. Upon receipt of your Honours Packet Per Egmont We read 
the Exemplification of his Majesty's New Charter sent us by that Ship, and 
on the sth day af October Promulgated the Same, The first thing We did 
was.the Appointment of Twelve Commissioners for the Court -of Requests, 
as many of which as We could We chose out of vour Flonours Covenanted 
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Servants. We then appointed Mr, Thomas Coales Accomptant General as. 


directed in the Charter; and We have transmitted the two Courts such Para- 
graphs of your Orders as relate. to them, Agreeable to your Honours Com- 
mands to us. 

155. Your Honours will perceive by our Consultations what has ince 
paéss'd between us and the Court of Requests in regard to the Establishment 
of thar Court with Officers and Allowances on the most reasonable footing ; 
anil as the Fees settled by Act of Parliament for Courts of the Same Nature 
in England were esteemed too extravagant for this Country We agreed to 
make the Officers of that Court certain reasonable Allowances and Levy @ 
Duty of 5 Per Cent. on all Sots determined there; which was Accorilingly 
done, and Continued till after the Ballott for New Commissioners in thie 


begining of December, When they inform'd wa by Letter that the Peons 


they had bitherté entertain'd by our Orders were not Sufficient, and that they 
were in want of further writing Assistance, the Business of that Court en- 
creasing daily, upon which We left it to them to make what Allowances they 
thought proper, and Collect a larger Duty for the reimbursement of such 
Advane'd Charges. 

yo6. As the Charter directs all Suits under 5 Pagodas should be Prose. 
cuted in this Court, We order’d the Zemindar should not take Cognizance of 
any disputes of Property ander 20 Current Rupees, to prevent the Jurisdiction 
of the Cutcherty and that Court interfering with ome Another and Creating 
Continual Contests between them. 

157. Three of the Members of the Mayors Court being absent at the 
time the Charter Arrived, and not Coming in time to Qualify themselves for 
their Seats on the Bench, We have appointed Mesers, Valicourt, Verelet and 
Fullerton Aldermen im their room, as one of the absent Members has been 
out of the place more than a Twelve Month, and there ts no Probshility of 
the other Two returning within that time. The reasen of ovr not filling up 
these Vacancies at the time of Swearing in the Mayor and Aldermen was the 
ground we then had to Imagine they would arrive very quickly, but from 
Advices Since received that not being possible, We thought it for the Ad- 
vantage of the Place that the Administration of Justice should not be confined 
to sp amall a Number, 


# a * . = + - 


Yours faithful, &c.; &e., 
ROGER DRAKE JUNR,, 


ForT WiULLIAM, \ 
(and eight others). 


The ath Fanuary, 1754.) 


SOME RECORDS RELATIVE TO THE MAYOR'S COURT. 25 


XIII. 
Bengal Public Procesdings Fort Wit.tiAm, 
Range |. Vol. 26. Tha 20th September, 1753. 


At a Consultation present, 
The Honble. Roger Drake, President, Sc. Se. 


* * * ® = # . 


Being met thie morning to peruse the exemplification of the new Charter, 
‘with the several papers belonging thereto conformable to the Honble. Com. 
panys directions. 

Read the Honble. Companys separate Letter dated the agth January, 1753 
relative to the Charter. 

Read the exemplification of the new Charter and compared the copies 
with the original, 

Read the rules Orders and Directions for the regulation and Government 
of the Court of Requests. 

Read the order for appointing an Accomptant General. 

Alter having’ read the above papers, We proceeded to the appointment ol 
Commissioners for the Court of Requests which are as follows :— 

Henry Kelsall. 
Thomas Coales. 
James Valicourt. 
William Biliers, 
Samuel Waller. 
William Tooke 
Francis Sykes. 
John Browne. 
Nathaniel. Wilson. 
John Knox, junr. 
Thonias Purnel. 
Joseph Githen- 

Ordered the Secretary to give them notice thercol. 

Agreed that Mn Thomas Coales be appointed Accomptant General 
‘agreeabie to the tenour of the Charter, and that Me. Amyatt do keep the 
account of the Deposits on behalf of the Company. 

Ordered a Copy of the Charter be deliver’d the Mayors Court after 

ublication and 
Agreed that the Charter be promulg’d on the sth October next ensuing in the 
great Hall of the Fort 
Order'd notice thereof to be affix'd at all public places in the several Languages, 
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| XIV, 
) at gal ware Court Pro- CALCUTTA 
vier at hae as ahth September £753. 


The Register produced to the Court a Letter Sealed with the Company's 
Seal Directed to WilHam Nixon Esgr, Mayor of the Town of Caleutta Messrs. 
Holland Goddard, Peter Noke, Robert Halsey Baldrick, Richard Court, George 
Gray, Samuel Oliver, David Rannie and Bartholomew Plaisted Aldermen of the 
said Town of Calcutta in the Kingdom of Bengall which he Informs the Court 
was lodged in the Registry in his absence and said to be sent by Mr. Jobn 
Cooke the Governour and Councils Secretary on Wednesday ath Instant 
about Noon. 

Ordered the Same to be open'’d and read which being open'd and read was 
found to Contain as follows, 


To WILLIAM Nrxon Esor. &c. &c. 


GENTLEMEN, 


The Honble. Company having thought proper to surrender up their former 
Charters for all their Settlements in India his Majesty has been graciously 
pleased by his Letters Patent under the great Seal of England to grant them new 
Ones for their said Settlements with the alterations therein by them requested 
and thought necessary The Exemplification for this presidency being arrived 
the Honbie. the President and Council have Determined to promulgate the same 
on Fryday the 5 of October mext ensuing and as the present Members of the 
Mayors Court are therein Confirmed Mayor and Aldermen of this Town Dam 
Directed to require your Attendance in the Great Hall of Fort William on the 
before specified Day atga Clock in the forenoon with the Several Officers of 
your Court and all the Formalities thereto belonging in the same Manner as js 
ractis’d at the Election of a New Mayor then and there to hear the same 
pramulged and take the Oaths of Allegiance and Office. | 





p Ler. 


lam Gentlemen 
Your most Obedient Humble Servant, 
FORT WILLIAM, ; Joun Cooke, 


The 27th September 1753, Secretary, 


Ogperen the Register to address the Governour: and Council that they 
will be pleased to transmitt to this Court one of the written Copies of the Exempli- 
fication of his Majestys Charter which the Court are informed the Company 
have transmitted to them for perusal before the Day appointed lor taking the 
Gath of Office. | | 
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XV. 


(Extract of a letter from Mr Secretary Cooke to the Mayor's Court, dated 
Fort William, 2d Octaber 1753), 

tam directed by the Honble. The President and Council to acquaint you 
they think the transnitting of a Copy of the Exemplification to be perused before 
the Publication of it inconsistent with method but as his Majesty bas been 
pleased to allow them as well as the Members of your Court the space of Thirty 
Days before you qualifye your selves for your Offices by taking the Oathe in his 
said Charter Directed the Mayor and Aldermen may if they require it have a 
Copy and peruse the same (after the Promulgation of the said Charter) before 
they take the Oaths of office and Allegiance, please to inform the Members of 
your Court of the purport hereof. 

ORDERED the Repister to address (he Honble. the President and Council 
to Acquaint them that this Court will attend at the Promulgation of the Charter 
as requested and that after the Promulgation the Court do request that a:Copy 
of the Exemplification of his Majesty's Charter may then and there be Deliver« 
ed the:in Order to Inform the Members of the Nature of the office to which 
they are to be Sworn. 

XVI. 
CALCUTTA, 
tits October t753. 

The Register produced the President and Councilé Letter to this Court 
which being read contains as follows :— 


To THE WoORSHIPFULL THE Mavors Court or CaLcurta AY FoRT 
WiLLiaM IN BENGALL. 
GENTLEMEN, 

The Publication of his Majesty's New Charter having been Yesterday 
pettormed in the presence of the Inhabitants in General of this Town a well 
as your Selves the Honble. the President and Council have directed me to 
you the following Papers for which | request a receipt may be piven under the 
hand of your Register or otherwise as you think fit. 

Copy of tis Majesty's New Charter. 

The Honble, Company's Order to the Mayors Court to give Costs to the 
Defendant when the Matter Soed for Shall not Exceed five Pagodas, 

Extracts of such Paragraphs of the Honble. Company's Separate Letter 
Dated the 24 January 1753 as relate to the Mayors Court. | 

As all proceedings in your Court will now remain at a Stop till you have 
duly Qualified your Selves as by this Charter is Directed and as Such-a 
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Stagnation to the Administration of Justice may bea Grievance to Numbers. 
who have any Civil Pleas depending in your Court the said Honble. the 
President and Council have Directed me to. signifye to you that they have 
fixed upon Thursday next for administering the Oath of Allegiance and Office 
to the Members of your Court and Request your Attendance on that Day in 
Fort William to take the Same- 
{am Gentlemen, 
Your most Obedt. Humble Servant, 


Fort WILLIAM, t Joun CooKE. 


fA October 0754: Secretary. 
XVIL 
Bengal Public Proceedings ForT WILLIAM, 
Range |. Vol, 26. ; 


ti October 1754. 
At a Consultation present. 
The Honble. Roger Drake, Esqr. President Ee. &e, 


* * * = * © * 


Having appointed this: morning to tender the Oaths of Office and Allegiance 
to the Mayor and Aldermen agreeable to the directions in the new Charter 
and the members of the Mayors Court attending in consequence of our Order 
for that purpose Swore them in accordingly, 


ALX. 


Bengal Mayors Cort Pre- CALCUTTA, 
coedingd Range CLV. Vol. 27. tith October 1953. 

Ata Court held Thursday rith October 1753. 

Present >—William Nixon Esqr., Mayor; Mr. Holland Goddard; Mr. George 

Gray; Mr, Sameel Oliver; Mr. David Rannie. 

The Members of this Court as above named having this Dsy been Duly 
Sworn in their Office by the President and Council of Fort William now take 
their Seats on the bench to proceed on the business of their function and 
Office Messrs Peter Nokes R. H. Baldrick and Richard Court Aldermen being 
absent at Sea and Mr. Bartholomew Plaisted Alderman being Dangerously ill 
Could not Attend with the other Members to be sworn, 

ORDERED therefore that the Mayor do attend the President and Council 
with the said’ Members the first Opportunity that shall offer to present and 
See them Duly Sworn into the Office of Alderman and Jude of thia Court, 

ORDERED that the Serjeant do make proclamation commanding Silence, 

ORDERED that Mr. Parker late Register -do read his. Majesty's Charter 
to the Publick which was read accordingly. 


SOME RECORDS RELATIVE TO THE MAYOR'S COURT. + 





THis Court Observing his Majesty's New Charter gives them power 
to Nominate and appoint their own officers the Court Accordingly do now 
Nominate and appoint Mr. William Parker to be Register of this Court, James 
Meredith, William Dumbleton and Edward Ridge Attorneys and Thomas 
Tilley and William Cartwright to. be Serjeants in the service of this Court 
who are now Sworn in Accordingly (he President and Council having sent 
te this Court some Papers and Extracts as entered on this days record ordered 
that the Register do give a receipt for the same and that the Register do 
prepare and keep a separate book to enter attested Copys of all such Extracts 
and Instructions as shall be Directed by the Company to this Court to have 
recourse to them respectively on any Occasion. 

ORDERED the Register to Draw outa fair Table of fees for the Regula 
tion of the Officers of this Court in Order to lay before the President for the 
time being for his approval or Amendments and then alter to Publickly affix 
them upon the Town Hall that all persons Concerned may Govern themselves 
Accordingly. 

ORDERED the Register to search the Records of the Court and make 
Extracts of all Such Orders and Regulations for the Practice of the Court as 
have been from time to time appomted by the Members of the Court erected 
by the Old Charter and lay the same before the Court for their Inspection. 

ORDERS FOR THe Mayor's Count at CALCUTTA. 

WHEREAS his Majesty King George the Second by his Letters Patent 
under the great Seal of Great Britain bearing date at Westminster the Eighth 
Day of January in the twenty sixth year of his reign Did for himself his heirs 
and successors give and grant unto the said United Company of Merchants of 
England trading to the East Indies and their successors And did thereby 
Ordain direct establish and appoint that there should be for ever thereafter 
within the Town or Factory of Calcutta at Fort William in Bengall in the 
Fast Indies one body Publick and Corporate by the name of the Mayor and 
Aldermen of Calcutta at Fort William in Bengall and did thereby give and 
grant to the said Company and their successors and Did thereby Ordain direct 
and appoint that the Mayor and Aldermen for the time being at Calcutta at 
Fort William’ in Bengall aforesaid should for ever be and they are thereby 
Constituted a Court of Record by the Name of the Mayors Courr of 
CaLcuTTa at Fort William im Bengall and that they or any three or mare of 
them whereol the Mayor or Senior Alderman then residing there to he one 
May and they are thereby authorized to try hear and determine all Civill Suits 
Actions and pleas that shall or may arise of Happen or that had already 
arisen or happened within the said Town of Calcutta at Fort William in 
Bengall or within any of the: Factorys. subject or Subordinate to the said 
Company's Factory or Settlement at Calcutta at Fort William in Bengall or 
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to the Governour or President and the Council at Calcutta at Fort William in 
Bengall aforesaid’ Except as therein is mention'd and by the same Charter or 
Letters Patent his Majesty did give full Power and Authority to the Court of 
Directors of the said United Company or any thirteen or more of them to 
make such rules and Orders for the better Administration of Justice in the 
sail Mayors Court as they should from time to time think fit and Necessary 
and by the same Charter or Letters Patent for the providing a more speedy 
and easy way for the Recovery of Small Debts. within the said Town of 
Calcutta at Fort William in Bengall his said Majesty Did thereby giye and 
gtant to the said United Company and Did Direct and appoint that there 
should be a Court of Requests in the said Town of Calcutta at Fort William in 
Bengall who should have full power to hear and Determine all such Actions or 
Suites as should be brought hefore them where the Debt Duty or matter of 
Dispute should not exceed or be more than the value of five: Pagodas AND 
WHEREAS Nolwithstanding the Provisions made by the said charter for the 
euing and recovering of Small Debts ina Summary way yet Vexations or ill 
minded persons may be induced to Commence or bring Actions or Suits in 
the Mayors Court at Calcutta at Fort William in Bengall where the Debt Duty 
or Matter in Dispute may not Exceed ta be more than the Value of five 
Pagodas Contrary to the Intent and Meaning of his said Majesty's Letters 
Patent for preventing thereof we the Court of Directors of Merchants of England 
trading to the East Indies whose names are hereunto Subscribed and Sett being 
the: Major part of the said Court of Directors in perstiance of the several powers 
and authorities in and by the said Letters Patent pivin and Granting (ric) unto 
the said Court of Directors of the said United Company do hereby ordain and 
Direct that ii in any Action for Recovery of any Debt to be sued of prosecuted 
against any Person or Persons in the Mayors Court of Caleutta it shall appear 
tothe said Mayors Court that the Debt to be recovered by the Plaintiff in 
Such Action Doth not exceed the Walue of five Pagodas and the Defendant in 
such Achon shall Duly Prove by Sufficient Testimony to be allowed by the 
said Mayors Court that at the time of C Sommencing such Action such Defendant 
was Inhabiting and Resident within the said Town of Calcutta at Fort William 
in Bengall or the factories or Districts Subordinate thereto and was Liable-to 
be warned or summoned before the said Court of Requests for Such Debt 
then andinsuch case the said Mayors Court shall not allow to the said 
Plaintiff any costs of Suit but shall award that the said Plaintifl shall pay so 
much ‘Ordinary Costs to the Party Defendant as such Defendant shall’ justly 
prove belore the said Mayors Court it hath truly cost him in the Defence of the 
said Suit. 

AND we do further Order and direct Uhat this Order shall be in force and 
take place at Calcutta at Fort William in Bengall and the factorys and Districts 
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thereof at the Same time the Court of Request established by his Majesty's 
aforesaid Royall Charter shall take place there; 

East InpiA Housk WILLIAM BAKER, 
| Eg oe (and 22 others). 

24th Fannary 1753, 
XX. 
CALCUTTA 
Iofh Cetoder 1753: 

This being the day appointed fur taking into Consideration that part of 
his Majesty's Charter Relating to the Indian Natives and this Court accordingly 
taking the same into Consideration the Question was put whom shall be 
Esteemed and Looked upon as Indian Natives. 

The Court do understand the Charter'to Mean only Mogulls and Gentoos: 
to be Indian Natives who are excluded Complaining to this Court one against 
the Other, 

KXAL 
‘Baogal Public Proceedings ForRT WILLIAM, 
Range t Voll at 2gfe October 1753, 

Ata Consultation present. 

The Honble Roger Drake Esqr: President Gc. &*c. 


* * * * * # 


The Court of requests send ina Letter to the board representing That 
they had mention’d the allowance we were pleased to direct for their officers 
to them, but that not one of them would serve om those terms; and as the 
business was very heavy they requested we would make the following salarys 
for which they were willing to serve 


Bailiff a =P = 20 


Cryer van ve i ose 1o 
Interpreter. .., in ii 20 

that their Clerk declared, should we allow him too Ks, per ovonth, he 
could not undertake to serve which they leave to our Consideration 

Agreed the Secretary acquaint them we admit of the Salarys as they have 
settled them and are willing to.allow their Clerk too Rs. per month, and that 
the Duty of 5 per Cent be Leyy'd till the new Election in December, when we 
shall regulate what may be thought necessary. 

Mr. HOWE. lays before the board an order affix’d in English, Persians 
and Bengall to the Fort Gate by the conrt of requests which mins (n the follaw- 
ing manner Viz. ordered that no Causes shall be heard in this Court that have 
already been heardand determined in the Cutcherry, And Also that whatever 
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peons ere put upon any of the Natives for any Sum or sums of money Cogniz. 
ahle by this court, upon proper application, They shal) he redress'd, and this 
to be a standing order, dated Calcutta 18 October 1753, Mr. Holwell begs leave 
to object bo the latter part of the foregoing order and publication thereof, as 
unprecedented in any Court af Judicature whatever and tending not anly to 
encourage a litigious spirit in the People, but also to throw any Odium on the 
Zemindarry to the certain Injury of the Companys Revenues in the mast 
material article of daily Collections, That of Etlack, to say nothing of the Duty 
of = per Cent on the recovery of Debts, both which must beina great degree 
affected by the Establishment of a court of requests, but much more go by the 
above very extraordinary order and publication, as the Bulk of the causes That 
come before the cutcherry are for sums cognizable by the «aid Conrt of 
Requests, Thus much he thinks necessary to represent to the Board, That they 
may not be surprised.at the Daily Collections arising oo Judicial part of the 
office being reduced 

Ordered the Secretary to wrile to the sald Court and require a further 
explanation of the fatter part of that order 

KXI 
Fort WILLIAM, 
Gih Devember, 1753. 

Ata Consultation present 

The Honble. Roger Drake Esqr. President Gc. Gre. 

* # ® ” s » ‘ 

THE CORPORATION now waited on the: Board and acquainted them, 
They had as lis Majesties late Charter directed elected two of thelr members 
(Messrs. William Nixen and Bartholomew Plaisted) to be return’d to them 
for their choice of one to be sworn into the office of Mayor 
Agreed Mr William Nixon be aworn into the office of Mayor on-ihe ao 
Instant 

Agreed Mr John Cooke be swarn into the office of Sheriff on the same day 

There being some Vacancies jn the Mayors Court by the absence of their 
members. 

Ageed we appoint Messrs-James Valicourt and Harry Verelst Aldermen of 
that Court in the room of Messrs. Peter Nokes and Robert Halsey Baldtick: 

[Here follows a long complaint by Messrs. David Rannie and Henry 
Kelsall, Aldermen against Messts. Holland Goddard and George Gray. The 
complainants déclare that his Majesty's gracious Intention of preventing’ the 
estates of hid subjects dying in India from poing to waste and their just debts 
remaining unpaid, as méntioned in page §3 of the Charter, is frustrated by 
executors and administrators omitting to give inventories and accounts current 
of the estates with which they are entrusted]. | 
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XXIII. 
Bengal Mayors Coart Pro CALCUTTA, 
a Range CLV. Vol txt Afarch 1754. 

The fallowing Letter being read and approved of hy this Court. 

ORDERED the Register to Copy out the same-and transmit it to the Company 
by the Ship Falmouth now under her Dispatches TO THe Court or Direc. 
TORS for.affairs of the United Company of Merchants of England trading too 
the East Indies. 
GRATLEMEN 

Your President and Council of Fort William have sent to the Mayor and 
Aldermen of Caleutta your Order for the Mayors Court Dated the 2yth 
January 1753 and Several Extracts of your Letter Directed to the Said 
President and Council of the Same Date so far as related to the Mayors Court 
and among others that part of your Letter wherein you desire the Mayors Court 
from time fo time to point ont to you any further Alterations Powers.and 
Autthoritys that may be necessary or wherein the present Charter should be 
Varied that so far as your Authoritys extends You may Assistso as to render 
this Chatter as usefull and extensive for the Pablick Good as can be desired. 

We cantot find that any Provision is made in the Charter How to Proceed 
in cases where the Bail dies the Defendant also being dead or withdrawn 
before full Satisfaction be made te such final Decree as has or shall be made on 
the case it being a point in Queston here whether or not the Estate Goods 
Effects ani] Cliattels of the Ball so dying are responsible and subject toan 
Attachment and Sale in Order to make fall Satisfaction to such final Decrees 
as have or shall be made on the Case. 

We are also ata Loss how to proceed in Cases of supposed Lunacy an 
Instance of this being now under our Consideration as follows—Mr, Solomon 
Margass of Calcutta by Letter or Petition Dated oth Aogust 1752 applied 
to the President and Council setting forth that Sophia Aratoon his Sister 
in Law then Living in his House was become a Lounatick and therefore 
prayed the President and Council as she had a Family and Effects to appoint a 
Guardian to her Person arid Effects Soon after this Mr. Margass Vist 23d day of 
September 1753 filed in the Mayors Court his Bill of Compiaint against the 
said Sophia Aratoon Widow for a Debt on Account and She not having deliver- 
ed'in.any Answer he Mr. Margass very Pressingly moved the Court for Judg- 
ment against her for Default When her Attorney at Law prayed the Court that 
Judgment might not pass against the Defendant for Default shewing for Cause 
that he had often Visited her but never found her Sufficiently in her Senses 
either to give him: Instructions for her Answer or to take his Advice the 
Premisses Considered the Court thought Proper fo defer proceeding on the 
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Case till advice could be procured from England and for that Purpose we here 
Inclose an Attested Copy of the Courts Proceedings hitherto had on the Case. 

‘We Delivered to Your President and Council a Book Containing Copy 
of our Court Proceedings from December 1752 10 December 1753 to be for- 
warded to You by Your Ship Durrington Captain Richard Drake; which we 
wish Safe to Your hands and referr you to the same for our Proceedings had 
on the atth 22d and 25th Days of August 1753 and of the ad, 2oth and 
23d November rath, 18th and 29th December and 1th January 5th and 
16th February 17§4 in Consequence of a Bill of Complaint filed the tyth 
August 1753 (the Charter granted by his late “Majesty King George the first 
heing at that time in force) by Soodasibdoss Against One Gopaul Buddar both 
Inhabitants of Calcutta, You will observe the Court insisted upon the rights 
granted hy the Charter whereby this Court Exclusive of all other Persons is 
empowered and Directed in the first Instance to try hear and Determine all 
Civil: Suits, Actions and Pleas that shall arise between Party and Party within 
the Jurisdiction of this Town of Calcutta, but Mr. John Zephaniah Holwell 
Town Zemindar whose Duty is only to.collect your Revenues did assume to 
himself and that in his'single person a power and authority to iry hear and 
determine Civil Suits Actions and Pleas in the Town and enforce his Decrees 
by Invprisonment and other Severities although he is ‘no way Warranted so to 
do either by the Old or New Cliarter, this occasioned the Court to require Mr. 
Holwell to release the Conyplainant Soodasubdoss then Imprisoned by him 
which he refusing to.do, this Court applied by Letter under date 20th November 
1753 to your President and Council to have the Complainant Soodasubdoss 
released, and that Mr. Holwell should be direct to receed from such practices in 
future and make proper satisfaction to this Court for such his refusal, but your 
President and Council have been dilent hitherto on the matter and Soodasub- 
doss continties to be kept a prisoner which has reduced us-unto the necessity of 
writing you on this Case, 

We also refer you to the Copy of our Proceedings sent you for your 
Perusal. and Opinion of several Orders and Rules of Justice which were thought 
proper to be made in the space of time contained in these proceedings and 
among others to that Order bearing Date 23d October 753 relating to Exe. 
cutors and Administrators, bat that not being thought sufficient by Mr. Alder. 
man Rannie he made several motions under date of 30th October 6th 3 gth asth 
and 2oth November 1753 upon which many debates arose and these occasioned 
Mr. Alderman Rannie Joined by Mr. Alderman Kelsall, to exhibit a Charge and 
Complaint to your President and Counell against Mr, Alderman Goddard and 
Mr. Alderman Gray, Copy of which charge and Copy of the Demur and Answer 
thereto We here Inclose as also Copy of Your President and Council their 
Proceedings hail thereon when they dismissed the Complaint. 
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As several Deposits of Various Silver Rupees Coin'd in Several Mints of 
the Mogulls Empire, which had been made by Suitors into the Mayors Court 
under Directions of the Old Charter and: remaining in the Court Chests when. 
the New Charter arrived alist of which we herewith transmit you, the Court 
being willing that the said deposits of various silver Rupees of the Mogull 
Empire should be Preserved and Seeured for the benefit of the Suitors in the 
Most Carefull and Effectus! Manner and accordingly on the 12th February 1754 
Ordered that the same should be deliver’d over to your President and Council 
of Fort William to be safely kept with Your Effects Subject to such Orders as 
the Mayors Court should from time to time think fit to make Concerning the 
Same for the Benefit of the Suitors Agreeable to the rules and Prescriptions 
laid down in the New Charter, of which Order having acquainted your President 
and Counce they have this day informed the Court in a Letter from their 
Secretary of their Acceptance of the Same and the Deposits are now delivering 
Over. 

Weare ata Loss to understand that Part of your Instructions ta the 
Accomptant General of the Mayors Court, directing the Accomptant General 
to draw upon the President and Council for such Deposit as the Mayors Court 
shall order the President and Council to pay or deliver the Suitor as the form 
of the said’ Draft Contains a Proviso that in Case the said Draft be not Paid 
or Complyed with in a Month after date then the same to be void NOW FoR 
AS MUCH ad many Accidetits may happen by which the limited time may be 
elapded before such draught be paid or complyed with and the Draft thereby 
become void the Question follows Which way is the Suitor to recover his 
Money or Effects. 

As we observe by the New Charter that the Mayors Court is forhid hearing 
or Determining Suits between the Indian Natives Unless by Consent of botly 
Partys a Case that we Conceive will Never happen, and so are left to Decide 
ther Disputes among themselves but for want of a Compulsive Power to 
bring them to a Decision Property will became 4o Precarious among them that 
Persons injured will find themselves Obliged to Apply to the Country Govern- 
ment for Justice and therefore we Conceive will overthow his Majesty's most 
gracious Intention of transmitting the Benefit of the Laws of England to his 
Most distant Subjects residing under Your Protection here abroad, Which we 
are of Opinion all those May be Deemed to be who ceside and enjoy their 
trade and Property under the Protection of the English Flag be they of any 
‘Nation whateyer HENCE a Settlement rendered so flourishing by the great 
Concourse of Indian Merchants to enjoy the Benefit of our Laws will be greatly 
Depopulated and Reduced toa fishing Town although Mr, Holwell in his 
Letter to aur Register under date the 23d day of August 1753 has thought 
proper to advance and maintain that be in his-single Person has. a Power 
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from you to decide in Matters of Property yet should what he advances be true 
we are of Opinion that the Power of deciding of Matters of Property by him 
or any siipgle Person finally will in the end prove ruinous to the Settlement for 
though he admits his ‘Decisions are appealable to the President and Coancil 
yet some means must certainly have been found to binder such Appeals for 
ina Course of many years we cannot find any Appeal ever was maze nor do 
we believe there ever will be one though no doubt many Persons must have 
thought themselves aggrieved by some Decisions al the Cuteberry. 
We request you will be pleased to give us your answer hy the next 
oppartamity. 
We are Gentlemen, 
Your most Obedt. Hamble Servants, 
WittiamM Nixon, Mayer. 
Davin. KANNTE. 
CALCUTTA Town HALL) BARTHOLOMEW PLAISTRID. 
| ; HENRY KecsaLL, Aldermen. 
JAMES VALICOURT. 
HARRY VERELST. 
WiLtamM FULLERTON, 


1 March 1794. 
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APPENDIX, 


AN Account of the Several Persons who have been prosecuted in the 

_._. Court of Quarter Sessions in Calcutta, for Criminal 

sasting. te to fodin—printal i Offences, according to the Laws of England, from 

se Regio, the rst of January 1762 to the 1st of October 1774; 

Specifying the Names and Crimes of such Persons, together with the Dates 

of such Prosecutions respectively, and which of the said Persons were con. 
victed, and the Sentences Pronounced on such convictions, 


| pinoscetion, | Nathes of Personu triet.| — Ceiine | Venice Sentence, 


Social No. | 








Angst. 27th... | Loll Khaw di. es Not Guilty. 
me 
a | Nov: xin | Seok Deb, and Dieram | Murder .../ fhe, 
3 + | Enmsse Goswnl | Felony =. | Guilty of an ma) To be at the 
| | sault bot not) Cart’s Tail every 
ofthe Felony, | Monday for 
month with a car 
, P of Nine “Taile. 
4 te {pom Money Burglary | Not Gullty, 
§ | Deer. rt ... | Brijoo H --» | Felony | Guilty Stealing, Du; 
j Vane rod, 
é = | L: Granidier - | Murder...) Not Guilty. 
+ ard an 2 } Rape «| Gallty wo | Det, 
ry ipth .. | | wna = Murder rte | coreashcancdl Me 
4 [earls -| Burgiary 4. | Guilty =| Du. 
7h 
to | Feliry. ath ... It Daroresre } Burglary _...| Not Guilty 
+ Avge azth ., | Migee! Van Colston ... | Mordor Yoga | 
= f.. Cou ltye ve | Death 
te | Septr. taf. § Saison Hiowsein | Burghary se} De. «| Do, 
“3 come a | Mase DRorario —s..., | Murder “ea | ty. 
14 Bemando «| Felony * | Discharged, the 
| desea nat 
Lh | aie Diaram a8 Felony es | Gullts 2 wh 
| ay value Na the pub Man 
| rod, ket Place Four 
| rrr hloa- 
ro: | MOVE. sath oa ‘Marchal! Johnsen ina Assault = Grailty ae Ta “r hoprisoned 
tilt mem Ses. 


sions, then aij 
to = hae _Dhicte- 
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ni _ Date. of Names of Persona treed Crime Verdict Seniors. 
- | Bridjut oo | Murder tes to the | Death. 
rf | Febery. 28h | Collin Campbell | Aesmult -., | Planded Guilty | Fined yoo, 10. be 
Month, and ta 
e ad jsooreens 
OF rs good 
ehaviour, himself 
| in 4 000, and 
‘ woo Seaman 
in 
19 | May 28th... | Fras. Raasell » | Forgery | | Guitity : dy at sutnipped 
Sah oni Tail, 
fo) Septr. ith v. | Susanna Murder ... | Not Gullt 
a) rath .... | Rabt. Baker + | Felony: oa | Guilty Steal. feceive 
ing to the value "Beige with FY Cat 
of bod, 
2] ie h La Finesse | Assault .,. | Guilt as | A amall Finn. 
= Dex, “hath vee | Fredewhele Hitnings ..| Murder =... | Not Guilty, 
| 
F hue Redechurn M Forgery Gull Death, Pari 
4 | Fe a urd Metre .. | Forger ... | Guilt Dew lartoned. 
: Minuit, . | Shake Sobdy Pelony = De. «| Desthy 
Augst. 27th _ ope +) Murder Do. Dio, 
Mahomed Reza 
Reduine 
Ade Guoree - Sor 
“olor and | Pieaded Giuil ath. 
Cotubbe Monalda 
Annaderam 
in LNeoo Mahommed | 
28 | Nove, apt | Nathani, Freestan ,,, | Assails | Guilty Fined dso 
bo =be “Contd 
jentrity ‘tor his 
| fer Behaviour 
| Fon Polit hs, 
i 
. Fe 5 f B a Te | Marder MS end | 
ms ne. | Lalichund aa8 Do. ia ities = Death. 
1 _ Netow fie Dw | Noe Not Galt 
32) Mayayih ...) Lallbahar “ Da. i. 
33 | Augst a7th ... piemhinaaes oe, me on Guilty a | Death, 
is Reena Ninaas Romken "| Rape | Not Gully” hi 
: | (John Poole | 
96 | Pebry. 27th i | obt. Sherman f) Asa — Not Guilty 
| urns Murray 
47 | May a7th i wi | Murder _| Guilty | Death, 
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APPEN DIX—Con?a. 
_ - I ri 
A : aon | Names of Pessone trind Crime Verdict Sentence, 
a8 Anthonia Da Costa .,, | Assault ..| Pleadled Guilty, Fined fan anil 


wits One 


3¢ | Augst.agth ..| Mark Mathewson... | Felony ose | (oullty Staating Comanitead to the 
| Value: pod, Public Gaol tor 
s Months ta be 


publiel Petes iy 

the Town 

Trice to receive 
ach 6ClTime )=s Joy 

Lailes un hia hare 
Back with » Cat af 
Ning “Tails; am i 








| alterwards rs be 
comumitied to Brite 
reel) eo Ered La bbecrua 
+969 for Months 
40 Abpet 27th ws Saml, Farley. | Atsanlt ... | Not Guilty. 
| Mathew. Cal , | 
at) Nove. 27th... | Pace Te aie Felony vs | Now Guilty, 
«|. Walter poms | aus 
a yal Ram Lites | Monier _ Da. 
om) Pees Sitteram an Dio aun De, 
“4 Febty, a7th | Murer .,. | Not Gallty 
45 | Norn, lbrte Sycn, Bdocttoot a | Amant | Geuilny va:| Fined £20 Sigy 
le test —— Secu. 
sich to for £3 





i #—The preceding Accdunt la conformable io ihe Order of the Honourable House, oo far a4 
the Documents at the Bast India House will sllow—the Proceedings of the Court of quarter seadunsy 
ae sesiaiee re the yens £7/o2 Oily cbimaneisg foe ape 8 AG of that year; and there has been po 
Procecdings of received of a later Date than the 27th Nov. 1753, 

lt cannot be gecertained from any Docament in the Company's Mp gc In Europe, which 
Of the Sentences have ar Sarit in bone caried into Executian, pt that. paeed on Radachurn 
Metre, who was recommended for Mercy, and afterwards pardoned by F jie Majesty. 





Hast Innes Hower. R, HUDSON, 
ant Mirai 7a. | Pro. Exar. of india (Carerapend race, 





Warrative of te Campaign in Bengaf, 


1760—II.’ 





Ok troops had scarcely been settled a month in quarters at Patna, whon the 

change which happened in the Government of Fort William, by the removal 
ol Mr, Holwell, and the succession of Mr. Vansittart to the presidency, bul 
mare particularly the declining condition of the Nabob’s affairs after the death 
of his son, called for the presence of Colonel Caillaud in Bengal. The Colonel 
hail already presented a plan to the Naboh, and the Council of Fort Wiliam, 
forthe re-establishment of the Nahob's affairs; for the appointing.a successor to 
the vacant command of his army; for discharging the long neglected arrears 
due to his troops; for their better maintenance in future; and for the more 
regular and constant payment of the English forces, 

This proposal was caiculated for the exigency of the times and to be 
effected with little trouble or disturbance; for the infirm state of the govern. 
ment, rent by intestine divisions and the unaccountable .management of the 
Nabob, rendered still more intolerable by the incapacity and corruption of his 
Ministers, jommed to the precarious tenure by which his own power subsisted, 
(the will and inclmations only of his distressed, injured, and complaining 
people) would admit of ‘no violent measiires without proceeding to dangerous 
extremities, and scarce any more at. present than a temporary alleviation ; 
but the Colonel's proposal, meeting with some obstacles fram the Nabob, and 
much more opposition from the then Governor and Couwneil, he was at last 
compelled to leave the army and proceed to Fort William, to solicit that some 
other speerly remedy might be applied to evils so alarming, and that he might 
be enabled, if possible, to take the field spain early the next season. 

When Colonel Caillaud arrived at Moorshedabad, he visited the Nabob, and. 
at his request, imparted to him the opinion he had Jormed of his present 
circumstances, He described to him, without reserve, his unhappy state at 
home and abroad; the pernicious. consequences: such a senes of bad condiet as 
had for some time past prevailed, if persevered in, must produce: and hé then 
took occasion to point out to him the means by which he ‘imagined his affairs 
might best and soonest be restored to their necessary order, to procure power 
to himself, and content to his subjects. The Naboh, after listening with much 
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altention, appeared fully satisfied with the candour, and pleased with the 
freedom of the Colonel's declarations; and, after assuring him he should 
consider of his advice, he dismissed hin with many professions of kindness and 
esteem ; and the Colonel, having no further business at Moorshedaba ; pursued 
his journey to Fort William. The new Governor and Council of that place had 
long been impatient for his arrival, to‘obtain a perfect Jmawledge of their own 
and of the Nabob's affairs to the westward, and of the country government in 
general; a subject they had been long considering, as they were extremely 
solicitous that some effectual method should be immediately resolved on, to 
extricate themselves from the ruin ‘in which the Nabob, by his neglect and 
weakness, seemed to be very near involving both himself and them, 

Mr. Vansittari, on his accession to the povernment, from this one cir- 
cumstance alone, met with many difficulties to contend against. He found, 
that the Nabob, since the departure of Colonel Clive, had continued to entertain 
suspicions highly injurious to the English, to whom, it was evident, he was 
now only attached by his fears, conscious that by their support alone he could 
any longer preserve either his life or kingdom. Among the many causes of 
discontent, the following were not the least, nor the feast complained ofi 

As the Nabob advanced in years, his tyranny increased, and he became 
insupportable to his subjects, among whom the noblest were discontent and 
disaffected to the last degree, incessantly engaged in cabal! and faction, and 
restrained only by dread of the English power from deposing him, 

The-clamnours of the soldiers ut his capital for their pay ‘were perpetual, 
and reached even to the palace, which they frequently surrounded, and acaled 
the walls, ta the imminent hazard of his life: 

Fits own forces in the field were in long arrears, and the Enplish troops 
were obliged to remain. unsatisfied. 

No appearance either.of policy.or economy was ‘any  loriger preserved, or 
pretended. By neglect of the former, every insignificant Rajah who rented 
land from this govern ment detained the revenues, or paid them only as he saw 
there was a force to compel him to it; and the nmiore powerful ones among 
them were in actual rebellion, By inattention to the latter, what little money 
came into thé treasury was no longer employed to useful purposes, bul profuse- 
ly squandered away in licentious luxury. 

The unlimited oppressions and the exorbitant extortions of his Ministers, 
together with their inhumanity, which extended even to the wanton and Unjust 
deprivation of life, produced an universal odium, Add to this, that people of 
all degrees hourly exclaimed against the calamities they endured by the want 
of provisions; the unheeded distractions of the country having caused & scar- 
city unknown in the worst of former times, and by which the poor suffered 
inconceivable miseries, 

ti 
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There was no part of the original treaty with the English which the Nabob, 
an different occasions, had not infringed; and. they could no longer pretend to 
defend his government, or fight his battles, while he no longer confided in their 
counells, nor contributed to the support of their measures. 

By maintaining a constant standing force, they had wholly exhausted them- 
selves; by which means they could neither make an investment of a:cargo to 
send to Ewirope, nor, what was an object of much greater importance, could 
they, while such a system prevailed, give the least assistance to the army before 
Pondicherry, who were then distressed for money to carry on the siege, and 
who entirely depended upon supplies Irom Bengal. For a contingency so 
pressing as this, it was apparently necessary some salutary measures should be 
thought of; and it was as obvious too, that the English should not permit an 
occasion like this to escape, of endeayouring to sécure something for them- 
selves, as well for present supplies, as a security against (uture accidents of the 
like nature: Conformably to these principles, a short time after Colonel 
Caillaud'’s arrival a plan was devised, considered, and approved of by the 
Governor, the Colonel, and the whole Council; from the result af which they 
proposed safety and advantage both to the Nabob and themselves, and peace 
and tranquillity to the public, As a previous introduction to the execution 
of this design, the Governor and Council desired the presence of the Nabob's 
son-in-law, Cossim Ally Khan, at Fort William, to consult with them on th 
critical occasion; and the old Nabob consented to their request, and sent him. 
On his arrival, the sentiments: and resolutions of the Governor: and Council 
immediately made known to him; and he was so well convinced, after a few 
conferences, of the equity and sincerity of their intentions, and 0 much 
approved the pradence of their councils, that he at once assented to assist 
them in the execution of them, After a short stay at Fort William, he returned 
‘to his father, to prepare him’ to receive what he himself had acceded to.. 

Soon after his departure, Mr, Vaneittart the governor, and Col. Cailland, 
followed him to Moorshedabad ; taking with them an escort of 200 Eura eas, 
and one battalion of sepoys, both for their own protection, and likewise, if 
occasion required, to enforce that reformation which they were sensible, both 
forthe service and safety of the Nabob, the Company, and. for the public 
utility, it was indispensably requisite to establish. When they had been at 
the city a few days, the Nabob liad a meeting with the Governor and the 
Colonel, to advise with them for the support of himself and his government, 
whose strength languished daily, and whose decay was not only prejudicial to 
himself, but, as their interest had been so long and intimately connected, also 
to the affairs of the Company. 

The Governor, after a friendly introduction, delivered to the Nabob three 
papers, wherein. were displayed, with equal propriety and clearness, the 
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misfortunes his itingdom laboured under, the precarious dependencies on which 
he himself retained hie authority, every bout insulted, and'in danger shortly of 
being despised and trampied on, thro’ the maladministration of Ministers whom 
he had advanced to this degree of trust and power from being his menial 
servants. In then were represented the importunate cries of his mjured 
subjects, oppressed by these Ministers, by the confusions of the country, and 
by lamine, and a war which had overrun the kingdom, to the utter:ruin of the 
province of Behar, and which might, bat from his own impradence, have been 
terminated long ago, but it still continued to rajre with more violence than ever, 
withoulany more promising prospect of its being pul an end to. 

The coniitions by which these errors might be retrieved, were comprised 
in a few words. 

The absolute removal of his present Ministers was the first point enforced ; 
and, asthe Nabob confessed himself, thro’ the infirmities of age and grief, 
Incapable of disengaging himself from the petplexities which everywhere 
embarrassed! him, it was recommended to him to fix the administration of the 
government in the hands of Cossim Ally Khan, his son-in-law, whom be had 
long before expressed on intention of raising to the honours and dignities of 
his late eon; that the forces shoulit be discharged their arrears; that the people 
should be cased of their oppressions; and, finally, that certain lands, in the 
districts nearest to Fort William, should be assigned over to the Company, to 
disburse the charges of payisg their troops, their artillery, and other military 
expences; and to enable them, also, in some degree to restore the declining 
commerce of the Company. 

The Nabob heard, promised attentively to reflect, and ‘to give an early 
reply to these articles; but no sooner had he parted from the Governor, than, 
instead of expressing the least respect for his advice, he instantly entered 
Again info close consultation with his old counsellers how to elude it, and 
disclosed every thing which had passed between the Governor and himself. 
The result of this was, that they inspired him with such a hatred and jealousy 
of his son-in-law, because recommended ta him by the English, that Cossim 
Ally Khan-could not any longer think himself secure [rom his resentment, nor 
even alterwards ventured to approach his presence. The Nabob alsa declared, 
that, could he this. time only by any means deceive them; he would trust the 
English no more, and would take care to be sufficiently guarded against them 
for the future, In fine, he absolutely refused to consent that the least altera~ 
tion should be made whatever, There was no other way now remaining, to 
bring the Nabob to reasonable terms, than by endsavouriny to act upan his 
fears} a measure which his son-in-law very readily espoused; No ‘better or 
more convenient time could offer than what the next night presented, being 
the conclusion of a solemn Hindu festival, when every considerable person of 
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that sect would be fatigued by the tedious performance of their religious cere- 
morris. 

Colonel Caillaud, therefore, as soon ‘as the night approached, marched his 
troops into the city, where, as had been concerted, he joined Cossim Ally Khan 
with his forces; and when the dawn appeared, they approached, and entirely 
surrounded the Nabob's palace, while at the same time detachnients were sent 
to scive the persons of his three Ministers, The Governor, solicitous that no 
blond should be spilt on this occasion, had sent a letter to the Nabob, by the 
Colonel's hands, to be delivered at a proper season; in which he laboured to 
persuade him to acquiesce in those. demands which necessity required should be 
complied with, When the Colonel had drawn up.a party of his troops within 
the court of the palace, he sent in the letter, Upon perusal of it, finding that 
his Ministers were seized, and thal his palace was beset by the English 
troops, the Nabob burst. into the most violent, emotions of rage, denounced 
vengeance upon the English, threatened that he would make what opposition 
ws in his power, and that he would never accede to the terms they demanded 
of him but with loss af life. However, this start of passion soon subsided, 
end availed him oothing, Alter an hour's intent meditation, when his 
mind bad become calm he desired the Colone! might attend him. The Colonel 
went to him, and was detamed along time by the Nabob, which he employed 
in urging how vain all resistance must be to him, for'in the end he would be 
compelled to yield; and he was at last convinced that hie persisting was to 
little purpose ;—notwithstanding which he remained inflexible: and, instead of 
assenting, as was hoped and expected, he, in a transport of anger and 
despondency, threw up every thing in despair, and declared he would from 
that instant relinquish the government entirely, conditioning only, that security 
should be given for the preservation of his life. He added, he- could have oo 
further concern in the government afteran attempt like this, and that he too 
well knew the disposition of mankind, anid of his countrymen, to think of 
trusting himself near Cossim Ally Khan hereafter, from whom he was convinced 
his life must be in perpetual danger. To this resolution he firmly adhered: 
and tho’ the Governor came to him, and gave him the strongest assurances 
that not only his life was safe, but his government also of which he must be 
truly sensibte it was never intended to deprive him, yet he remained: fixed in 
his determination, and only requested that he might be immediately sent down 
to Fort William, where he wished to reside; under the English protection (for 
ke had lost all other) in privacy and repose. 

Upon the Nabob thus renouncing the government, to which no persuasions 
could recall him, Cossim Ally Khan, his son-in-law, assumed the title and 
authority of his father, and, a3 his first act of power, for the service the English 
had pérformed, he granted them all the advantages stipulated for the Company, 
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Every person of consideration in the city came to pay their reapacts to the new 
Nabob a few hours alter his accession. The populace, of all classes, appeared 
extremely pleased with this revolution; and the whole city was, the same day, 
as composed and quiet-as if nothing uncommon had happened; nor was there 
ever, perhaps, so considerable an alteration of so great and extensive a govern- 
ment brought about with less disturbance, ar with more apparent satisfaction to 
a people in general, 

The next day, the old Nabob, agreeably to his desire, was sent from the 
city to Fort William, under @ strong escort of Europeans, to: protect his person 
from the insults of the people; and he was permitted to take with him all his 
private effects, his women, jewels, treasure, and whatever else he thonght 
proper; and he now resides at Fort William, supported by a very considerable 
income from his son. The happy effects of this event have already been 
experienced, —Many of the superfluous forcesare reduced, by which means 
the Nabob is able to pay the necessary remainder; many oppressions have 
been lightened, many grievances reclaimed, and many injuries redressed. 


Narrative of MILITARY TRANSACTIONS in BENGAL, 
in the Year 176r. 
(WITTEN iN MAY 2765). 


By the recall of Lieutenant-Colonel Caillaud, who left Patna the last day 
of December +760, the command of the army, and the management of Military 
affairs, devolved on Major Carnac. 

At the time of his recetving this charge, the Shal) Zadah wae in peaceable 
possession of a considerable part of the province of Behar, and collecting its 
revenues within a few miles of Patna. His followers were greatly increased), 
by his having kept his ground so long, and from a kind of veneration which 
people of all castes have for the Royal Family. The Naboh's troops were 
almost outrageous on account of the immense arrear duc to them, Colonel 
Caillaud had been necessitated to enter inte etigagements with them, on the 
part of the Nubob which the latter did not fulfil; and, as the Colonel was 
gone, from whom, in- consequence of his engagement, they bad some hopes 
of rehef, they grew almost desperate, To appease this ferment was Ue first 
difficulty the Major had to encounter, and which he found the harder to sur- 
mount, as there is no reasoning egainst hunger; and they really had so much 
justice on their side, that he could not think of proceeding tu extremities with 
them, He represented to them the necessity of removing from the neigh- 
boiirhood of Patna; how little their circumstances would be improved by 
remaining there, yet might be repaired by the fortune of a battle; that by 
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refusing to accompany him, they must infallibly forfeit all future claim to the 
Nabob's (their master's) favour, and consequentiy all the stipend due to them. 
But this reasoning, tho’ evidently caleulated for their advantage, as much as 
the nature of their situation would admit, proved ineffectual —Finding so little 
success In this way, and there being an almost absolute necessity of moving 
towards the Shah Zadah, in order to stop his progress, the Major determined 
on a march, and wasin hopes this step would draw them away also; but being 
under apprehensions for the city of Patna in case of their continuing behind, 
he was obliged to leave, for the protection of the city, more sepoys than he 
could well spare. The event fully justified hie expectation: and this single 
motion effected what all his argument and entreaties had anlictted in vain ; 
for, their fears instantly catching the alarm, and dreading the approach of the 
enemy while the English troops were separated from them, they soon after 
struck their camp, and followed: 

To give them as little time as possible for recollection, the Major marched 
again the ext morning, and continued his route till he arrived very near the 
enemy: not that he piaced the least confidence in their support, or reliance on 
their attachment ; on the contrary, he had so much teason'to doubt their fidelity, 
having a conviction that most, if mot all, their jemidars were In actual 
correspondence with the Shah Zadah, as to be obliged to bestow as great a 
part of his attention on their motions as on-those of that Prince. 

Such was his situation when the day long expected arrived that the army 
were to meet the enemy, who appeared on the i5th of January on the banks 
of the Soane, a river which tuns about three coss west of the city of Behar. 
Under cover of their cannon, the English forces immediately crossed in the 
face of and without any opposition [rom, the enemy, who retired to the distant 
shelter of some banks and ditches, left a clear pageage; and thus missed the 
fairest opportunity that could have offered, while the troops were divided 
by the water, to take them at a disadyantage—Tho' the Major had .at 
first determined to cross, yet his surmise that some treachery might be 
attempted by the Nabob's troops, confirmed him in his resolution; for, 
had the enemy attacked him io that situation, as he expected, the inter- 
vention of the river would have seeured his rear from any ill designs of 
these suspected allies: When the guns and ammunition had passed the river, 
the army formed, and hastened to drive the enemy from their intrenchments, 
which they instantly abandoned, and retreated to another equally tenable with 
the former, bad they been resolute to defend it: but this too they quitter as 
the army adyanced, and were dispossessed also from a third, before they made 
any stand, and drew up in some order upon the plain. The English still kept 
moving forwards, cannonading as they marched, and expected the moment the 
enemy's horse would begin the charge; but a lucky ball from a twelve-pounder 
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killing the driver of the elephant on which the Shah Zadah was mounted, the 
beast, deprived of his guide, turned about, and conveyed his rider, with all his 
qitendatits of course, into the rear. As the Major perceived some accident 
had very much disconcerted the enemy, he thought he could never have a more 
favourable-moment : he therefore ordered the line to move up briskly } and, the 
artillery being served with uncommon activity and success during that juncture: 
the enemy first began to recoil, and presently alter turned their backs, and fled 
in great disorder. While this was transacting, the Nabob's troopy were Is ied 
in passing the river. The pursuit of the enemy continued about four miles; and 
deprived them of part of their bagpage. When, at length, coming sear 
mough to observe that the french troops brought wp, and endeavoured to 
‘over the rear, the Major determined, at all events, to make one push at 
them, that their escape, at least, might be prevented with the rest. The guna 
were, therefore, dropped behind under the guard of a battalion of sepoys| and, 
with the Europeans and the remaining battalions, the Major moved up against 
the French troops commanded by Mr. Law, The Fretch played six pieces of 
artillery upon the English as they advanced; but, being levelled too high, 
the balls passed over then. The English Europeans, much to their credit, 
marched up to and passed these guns with ehouldered arms. The French 
troops fell into disorder, and broke before any musquetry could reach them ; 
not ashot was fired on the side of the English, nor did they lose a single iman- 
Mr. Law, with 1g-0r 14 of his officers, were then taken, with the French 
eileurs and about somen. The remainder, a few deys afterwards, surrender- 
ed. The fatigue of the English, and the inactivity of the Nabob’s troops, who, 
in spite of the: most pressing entreaties, refused, as usual, to pursue, the 
affait was not so decisive as it might have been had these troops done their 
duty; and the Prince, with his army, retired in safety beyond Bahar, He was 
allowed, however, no further respite than was necessary for the reltef of the 
tired peaple, who followed him the morning Immediately succeeding the 
battle. The Prince moved of with as much expedition as he could, and, 
taking the high road, by the Ganges side, marched, upwards, with intent, as 
Was surmised, to proceed by Patna to the Soane. Quitting, therefore, his 
track, the English crossed the country, placed theniselves between him and 
Patna, turned lim again to the southward, and, persisting to press close upon 
him, frequently found the firea of his camp still burning ; 20 that, ina very 
little time, his army retreating through a country they had before laid desolate, 
was reduced to the utmost distress for subsistence. In this extremity, being 
deprived of every resource, the Shah Zadah now condescended to propose 
ovettures of an accommodation; and, for this purpose, on the agth of January 
1761, despatched his buckshy Fuzeroolah Cawn, as his ambassador tothe 
Major, to know the conditions he must accede to, But as the Majof was not 
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sufficiently authorised fo treat, he chose to wait for’ full powers from the 
Presidency, before le engaged in. any direct nepociation +; but insisted, asa 
preliminary demand, on the immediate dismission of Komgar Cawn, which if 
the Prince chose to comply with, and would afterwards retire to the Soane, 
the Majer promised to fellow him no further than the banks of that river, 
where he would attend the Council's instruction; that Ramnarrain, the 
Rajah of Patna, would undertake to subsist him till their answer arrived: and 
with this reply the ambassador was dismissed. In the interim the marches 
of the English were rather quickened than delayed, so that on the 2d of 
February they were near surprising his camp, On their advancing #6 
unexpectedly upon him, he sent back his ambassador, requesting a halt; but 
as that could by no means he complied with, he again moved off yery fast, 
nor stopped till he had proceeded 12 coss, This precipitate pursuit had the 
proper effect in accelerating the Prince's acquiescence with the- terms 
proposed to his ambassador, and obliged him to assent even to more than 
was stipulated; for he not only dismissed Komgar Cawn, but offered to 
repair, whenever he should be permitted, to the English camp: Reposing sa 
much confidence in them, he accordingly, on the 6th of February, appointed 
the Major an interview al aboul two milés distance from the camp, and 
afterwards paid him a visit at his quarters where it was endeavoured to mike 
him sensible how incapable the English were to act treacherously by him, 
and that he had nothing to dread on their part, who had much respect for 
his person, and the illustrious race from which he was descended. In. the 
course of this:conference, he appeared so well satisfied of their sincerity and 
professions, tliat he declared he had no other reason to allege for wishing to 
return. to hts camp the same evening, but to convince his people of the in+ 
justice of their suspicions regarding the safety of his person; after which he 
took his leave. The next morning the Major sent a gentleman to him, and 
all matters being agreed between them the same day, he confided in the 
assurances given him for. the security of his life, honour, and maintenance, 
and, on the suereeding day, his camp was united to that of the English. The 
allowance agreed to be paid him was one thousand rupees per day, to be 
defrayed by the Nabob. 

Haying thua far accomplished his aim, the Major's next care was to get the 
Prince, a§ soon as he could, to Patna. In consequence of this, he left 
a detachment of Europeans and sepoys, with all the Nabob's troops, for the 
preservation of ibe country about Bahar, and, with the Prince, began his march 
for the city, which he reached, without anything material occurring during 
that interval, the t4th of February. The troops encamped close to the 
west gate, between the city and the Prince, whose quarters were fixed at 
Bankypore, three cose west of the town, From that time to thé 2oth, there 
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aes as he had Posenat and which he was prevented from by his people, 
who, being, unacquainted with the manners of the English, and judging of 
them from the disposition of his own countrymen, concluded he would be cut 
of. Four or five days were spent in endeavouring to shew the injustice and 
absurdity of their apprehensions, and to remoye them; but, finding it did not 
succeed, and imagining they might be trifling, and had no real intention to 
come into the city, the Major was at fast reduced to the necessity of acquainting 
the huckshy, that his master's delay argued a diffidence in him which he had 
not merited ; he was tedalved, therefore, not to see-the Prince again unless it 
was in Patna, and, till that-time, be would stop all! his former allowances. This 
menace had the desired effect; for the same night-be requested, without further 
Hesitation, that his principal eunuch might be admitted into the city, to prepare 
the apartments for his reception; and, the next day, he madehis public. entry, 
accompanied by about Boo Mogul horse, besides his domestics, the utmost 
care being taken to prevent too many of his people entering with him; and 
he immediately repaired to the citadel, From the time of the Shak) Zada’s com- 
ing over, and particularly on the first visits paid him in the-city, he meessantly 
solicited to be publicly acknowledged as King of Hindustan, to have the cootbah 
(or public prayers) read, and money coined in his mame; a distinction, he 
affirmed, would contribute, more than any otlier circumstance, to promote his 
cause; for the reputation of support from so powerful a body a4 the English, 
would give spirit to fis partizans, fix the wavering, and induce many to take 
up arms in his favour, The scantiness of bis allowance was another subject 
of discontent to hiny; and ss both Mr, M'’Guire, the Chief of Patna, and the 
Major, considered it very inadequate to his wants and dignity, they ventured, 
on their own authority, to add to it 300 rupees more per day, To convince 
them of the reasonableness of his expectations, the Prince had on several 
occasions produced letters from Nujeeb Cawn, the Emir-ul-Omrah ; Shujah 
Dowlah, the Nabob of Oude; and other principal men of the court; tending 
to shew, that.Abdallah, chief of the Aighans, who by his recent vittary over 
the Malirattas, had made himself master of Delhi, was much in-his interests, and 
seemed disposed to place him upon the throne. But the Council at Fort 
William did not think it advisable to engage themselves precipitately in his 
éauee, nor till they had fiiether assurances, and he could make it evident he had 
himsell such resources of frienils and money as might: give a promise of success, 
Early in the month of March arrived from Beerboom, accompanied with a 
bod} of Earopeans under Major Yorke, the Nabob Cossim Ali Cawn, and fixed 
his camp at. Baycantpoore; at which place Major Carnac went to meet him. 
At the very first conference, the conversation was. introduced, by the Nabob's 
expressing great apprehensions of the Shah Zadah. Not thinking himself 
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sufficiently secure with the large lorce ke “brought with him, he sent both for 
Ramnarrain and Rajelullub, commanders of his atmy, with all their forces, 
from Bahar. These troops had been directed to remain near the city of Bahar, 
with a detachment under the command of Captain Champion. Upon their 
being withdrawn, it was not judged reasonable to leave the English by thent- 
selves, In a country so exposed; that detachment was, therefore, recalled like- 
wise. The Nabob, being informed of this, was so much displeased as to 
mention, publicly in his durbar, the implicit obedience he expected from the 
English torees; a point the Major presently andeceived him in, by letting him 
know he should yield no further to hia desites or commands than was consistent 
with the public service and his own honour, At his repeated instances, 
however, he remanded Captain Cliampion to his former station, On subsequent 
visits, the Major fully disclosed to him his sentiments concerning the Shah 
Zadab, and his opinion on the expediency of the Nabob's paying a visit to the 
Prince as early as possible. He likewise represented to him the scandal which 
must result to himself, and the detriment to his affairs, from 60 consider- 
able an army lying inactive; and that with respect to the English, the expences 
of ther forces was so enormous; they were solicitous a speedy end might be 
put te the troubles of the country, To this last observation he replied, that 
the English were bound, by treaty, to assist him with all their troops whenever 
he chose to demand them; that he might send them to Assam, il he pleased ; 
and that he had furnished them with three provinces to defray their expences. 
With respect to the Shah Zadah, he appeared little inclined to see him at all, 
andas littl disposed to favour him, But as it was thought it would have a 
good appearance, and might hereafter be of setvice to the Nabob's affairs if he 
preserved a good understanding with the: Prince, the Major interested himself 
very much to this effect, and togk uncommon pains Lo remove the many diffi- 
culties the Nabob had started 10 avoid an interview. Butno argument could 
surmount the suggestions of his fear; and tho’ the Major prevailed with him to 
grant part of his request, yet no persuasion could induce him to trust himself in 
the kellah, or citadel; and, instead of visiting the Prince, he would only 
consent to give him a meeting at the English factory—Agreeably to appoint- 
meat, on the t2th of March, they met, The highest distinctions were at this 
conference conferred, by the Shah Zadah, on the Nabob; and he, in return, made 
the strongest professions of his attachment and allegiance ; though there was soon 
very good reason to doubt of the sincerity of both. The Nabob is now heartily 
wearied of his guest, and frequently proposes. dismissing him with a sum of 
money; for, as he is sensible of the little: share of merit he can himself claim 
in bringing the Prince over to the English, he is, for that reason, jealous that 
they may hereafter make use of him against himself. As for the Shah Zadah, 
now be finds the English are not so sanguine in his cause as lie imapined they 
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would be from the style of some letters he received prior to the battle; and as 
he has many reasons to be-displeased with the Nabob for his ‘suspicions, his 
neglect, and, above all, that he is so much stinted by him in point of money 
(for the Nabob will allow him no more than the 1300 rupees per day) scarcely 
a competence; these reasoos, alded to the’ expectations he entertams from 
Delhi, make him daily more and more anxious to be dismissed. This he 
solicits from the Major with uncommon earnestness, urging the detriment chat 
will accrue to his affairs if he be detained any longer; and, if the letters he 
shews are authentic, it is very material he should set out for Delhi immediately, 
as the least delay may be the utmost prejudice to his cause, and occasion the 
nobles, for want of him, to set up some other person. The Nabob desires 
nothing more ardently than the Prince's departure; but the Major has hitherto 
evaded both their mmportunities on this point, desirous of the opinion of his 
own Government in answer to what he bas written on the subject, and which 
he will wait for before he takes amy further measures—Should the Shah 
Zadah ascend the throne of his ancestors, of which he seems now to have some 
prospect, and this without either the Nabob or the English contributing anything 
thereto, they can neither have the least claim to favour from him hereafter 
The friendship of a Mogul may be immaterial to ws, but can never be soto 
the Nabob, were it only for the aake ol securing the royal confirmation to 
the Subabditry of these provinces ; for, however the Chieftains may take 
upon them to appoint Nabobs, it is certain, according tothe principles and 
constitution of the Mogul government, no man can have a legal right to be so, 
but by appointarent from the Emperor. 

Such has been the happy consequence of the victory of the 15th January, 
that the hitherto disaffected Zemindars are all disposed to make their sub- 
mission, and the Nabob expects to be able to settle thoroughly the business of 
thia province. without moving further: Komgar Cawn, indeed, owing to the 
Nabob’s indiscretion in withdrawing his forces, attempted to make head again, 
and ventured from among the hills. He recovered a small fort called Bellara, 
and had invested the most considerable one in the country, by name Cooserah. 
The Nabob could wot have complained, if he had been suffered to recover the 
whole country; but it would have disgraced the English troops to suffer an 
enemy tobe acting offensively in their neighbourhood. On this account Captain 
Champion was ordered in pursuit of him, who encountered him, and, after a 
smart skirmish, obliged him to retire once more within the mountains, 
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Abate H. Watteo Ripa in 
Safcutta in 1709—I.' 





‘ATTEO RIPA was born-on March 29; 1682, at Eboli, Lucania, tn the 
Diocese of Salerno. His mother was Antonia Longa; his father, Gianfilippo 
Ripa, of the Barons of Planchetella, followed the medical profession, In 
1700, Matteo, then a student at Naples, felt a call to a more perfect fife. With 
a view to go to the China Missions, he entered the Collegio Urbano dé Propa- 
ganda Fide, at the end of 1705, together with D. Gennaro Amodei, a Priest of 
Citts di $. Marco in Calabria: In 1707, Pope Clement XI, wishing to: honour 
with the purple Mgr. Charles Thomas Maillard de Tournon, his legate in Ching, 
appointed 6. Missionaries to bear to him. the Cardinal's hat, They were; D. 
Onorato Funari, b, p., of ‘Tondi, then Parish-priest of 5. Giovanni de’ Fioren- 
tint in Rome; Padre Gughelmo Fabri Bonjour, an Augustinian of Tolosa; 
Padre Giuseppe Ceri, of the Clerics Minor of Lucca; Padre D. Domenico 
Perrone, a Neapolitan; D. Gennaro’ Amodei, and D. Matteo Ripa: Onorato 
Funari had already started with the rest, when a stroke of apoplexy made him 
drop out of the ranks. In January 1708, the 5 Missionaries reached London, 
disguised as seculars. After being detatned about 4 months in the Thames, 
they sailed from England in the Donegal and the Santa Aardara on June 4, 
1708, Arriving at the Cape on September 6, they left iton the 1gth. On 
December g, they were within sight of Sumatra; but, scurvy broke out among 
the craw and passengers, and the Captain of the t4ree vessele which had been 
travelling together made for Bengal by the channel between the Nicobar 
islands. On January 22, 1709, they sighted the Coasts: of Orissa; but, on 
account of the shallow water, they arrived befoye Balasore only an the a6th. 
The following interesting account of Kipa's visit to Calcutta, Chander. 
nagore and Bandel in February 1709 is taken [rom his Storia della Foxdasione 
della Congregazione v del Collegia de’ Cinext sotte tl titele delle Sagra aye 
dia di GO€., a work in 3 volumes (Napoli; Manfredi, 1832, Tom. I. ig 7-233), of 
which the Indian Academy, St Mary's, Kurseong, possesses a copy. There 
exists an English abridged translation of it: Menwirs of Father ipa, daring 





* Reprinted from the Cethalic Merald af Jedia, Anges! so—September 47, 1gnj. 
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Thirteen Years’ Residence at the Coart of Peking in the service of the Emperor 
2 China; with an account of the foundation of the College for the Educa- 

tion ef young Chinese af Naples, Selected and translated from the Italian, by 
Borinnato Prandi, Lendan, John Murray, 1844, small Sra... pp. VIN—t60 
(No. XV of Murray's Home and Colonial Lidrary), reprinted by Wiley and 
Patnam, New York, 1846. CE, H. Cordier, Bidd. Steice, 2¢ ed,, Voli IT. 844; 
r220, We have not seen this work, and we could have derived bat little profit 
from it. Whatwe present to the reader is not an abridged, but complete trans- 
lation of Ripa's experiences in Orissa and Bengal. 

We possess s0'few missionary accounts of Bengal in those early days that 
we cannot valie Abbate Ripa’s too highly. We trust it will be welcomed by 
such as are interested both in the origins of Cathelic life in Catcutta and in the 
story of the gradual expansion of our metropolis. Calcutta, two hundred 
years ago, mest have been a very primitive sort of place, indeed, when an 
ltslian spelt tte name Gefiratax ; when the maidén reached from the then Fort 
William as far as Portuguese Church, Murghthati, and when the great bota- 
nical wonder was not the banyan-tree of the Botanical Gardens, but the 
tamarind-tree of the English cemetery. 








[197] The twenty-sixth, early in the moming, our Captain went the boat 
to land to apprise the Commissary of the Company, who-lives in the town of 
Bellassor, where the French too and. the Dutch have their Factors, of the 
arrival of ourship, and ask him to send the river pilot, Like the London 
Thames the fiver is full of sandbanks known only to the pilots:who are ac- 
quainted with the river, The pilot was to bring the ship safely into harbour 
and bring with hima good provision of refreshments lor the sake of the sick, 

With the Captain's leave, our Father Fabri also went in the boat, to recruit 
his health and find something for Father Perrone, who suffered much from the 
aforesaid sickness and was resolved [198] to stop at Bellassor, until he should 
have recovered: [i proved, however, unnecessary, for the refreshments ctred 
him j im 2 few days. Our boat returned with cows, pigs, goats, fowls, rice, fresh 
ons, fresh cocbanuts, spinage, lettuce, headed-cabbage (cavolt cappweci) 
bt (petrontiaad),' a kind of sweet roots (radishes ?), plantains 
(plantani},* and sandry other comestibles, all fresh and in abundance, 
When I saw the cows and goats, | took them for calves and kids, so small 
were they; but, when, tomy great astonishment, [saw their young ones 








i Phetra della Valle (1608) writes abort brinjale, "ft seme to me to be one of thoee fruits whith 
are: called ja good Trycan Jey pany but which by the Lombards ace culled eeelaesone, and by the 


ai Rome il memory does not deceive mae, by the Neapolitans in theii 
race emA ly aks tors vencss's dadanes Fohean {1855}, ‘. ¥, Minfoal — 1 


+ Platand are plantaina. Further, Ripa calls them “ 
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Sicking their mothers’ wdders, | judged they were goats asd'cows. Not only 
have these small! gosta the size of ‘kids, but their horns are so small ay if 
they had only just sprouted, and the cows have @ hump on their back, and 
their legs are so slender ond their feet so-small that they look like those of 
deer-rather than of cows. 

At noon, there came another boat carrying the: river pilots: Our Father 
Fabri returned with dt, and he told us that in Bellassor, which stands on the 
sea-board, he had found there waa a Church of one of their Augustinian 
Fathers, who was the Missionary of tle place, as alsa of Pipoli and Bangta:' 
He had received him very affectionately and had presented him with two 
habits of his Order, the cloth being a texture of wild silk and filaments drawn 
from the bark of certain very white and very pretty trees. To us he sent 
a big box of biscuits, fresh bread‘and plantains, a fruit of which T-shall speak 
further. Father Fabri told us. also that this Father had said to bim there 
were five ltundred Catholic Natives In Bellassor; [799] but they were very 
standalised: by our Europeans, especially by the Dutch. It is the reason 
of their tepidity, and of the reluctance of the Heathens in embracing ‘out 
Holy Religion, while, on the contrary, great good is done inland, where the 
effects of these scandals are not felt? ble added that the Church was of 
masonry (di fabdrica) and pretty; that it was standing in the middie of two 
garifens, and that both it and some Catholic graves, bailt in the shape of 
pyramids, were the best buildings of the country, the houses, commonly. 
consisting of earth, straw, ard planks, being low and constructed without 
order® He gave us also. the news that the French Factor had told him that 
all along that coast there was no ship bound for China; but, there were 
three of them m Uglt under Catholic captains (dt padromt Cattolect), which 
were about to set sail forthe Philippine Jalands, and, if we went dressed like 
Ecclesiastics, for we had tmivelled 6o far m secular disguise, they: would take 
ie In ee 





* tt would seem, then, that Pipli and Bangid, two old Christian settlements, already ia existence 
in the third decile of the seventeenth Centory, wern now merely visited, | dlacuss ts position al 
these two places In my notes em Manrique 


Tbe reference to the Christian Inland points to tbe conversion of the rrats of Don Antonio 
do Rosario, son of the Raja of Bhama. (Faridpor Dt.) Don Antoaio had naa been coqwerted 
about 164q, while in captivity at Chitrsgony: The Bhowal Mission (Na 
trom this movement, and many of our Dacca cocks are the descendant: it gee uutive Papier 
The epizode la one ol ihe most imbercelting in the history al the Bengal Micon 


© Ne trace Ow ecxizts of thie former church ol Halavare. In 1825 the Danish Detch,-French 
Hortguares and Hsgltih Eactories a Balasore were s mass of evins Part of tho walls of the ald 
Ch wae still #tanding, as if to attoz! that the place hail beom visited hy Missionaries, The 
Cyclone of -Gq2 did shail ic ratte or the prowl, Aerectse old a Cemetery, 1 hove 
never seen any lat iaion ta 1, Sapart, who viuied the place im 1865, pays no trace of the 
uh} Mission could be found. Yet, shout (63a, Balavore had about vod fal inate gisnes wad nlbisia 
Fr, -P. eadion i » rites fray Balsem= (January qnth., 1099) that he had been "in. Sar ot more 
egg armrest Retvgreeme; WHO: for-more thas am eenmtE wejce left without thelr Pastor we might, 
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fe the evening of the twenty-eighth, the Captain sent the boat again to 
the shore fora new atock of fresh provisions. {n the morning: on the thirticth, 
(hey retucied with a cargo of it, and, in the afternoon, thanks to the tide, 


and with the river-pilot po hoard, we directed Gur course towards the mouth 


of the great Ganges river, to goand lie at anchor before. the ite Factory. 
That night, 25 the tide was against us we cast anchor, Six hours later, 


the tide was in our favour, but we did not weigh anchor for fear of running 
agains’ the two sandbanks! lying in front of the embouchure of that great 


river, [200] The wext morning, bowever, (he first ol the month of February, 
abd the eve of Our Lady's Purification, we went on aslong as the flow lasted. 


tt helped) us to get safely beyond the- said two great sandbanks and cast 


anchor tn the mouth of the river. The river is so enormously broad that, 


see both sides, one had to go wp the main mast, After advancing another ee 


hours with the tide, the river grew more-and more narrow, until, to the great 
satisfaction of all, we could enjoy the sight of the two banks, 

On the third, our ship iby the whole night at anchor. At the first break 
of day, we weighed the aiichors, et sail, and reached happily the much 
lonyed-for goal 6f our journey {rom the Cape to Bengala. This waa on the 


second day of the octave of the Purification of that, great Lady who had 


protected ie all through our long and disastrous journey*. 
{201} CHAPTER Xl. My arrival in Beegale. Ay surprise at Me 


inorance and élindness of the idolairous natives. and of some European 


Missionaries. Rave gualitics of some fruits of those places, which | describe: 
On our arrival at Bengals,’ notice having been sent to ‘Golicatan by the 


English Factor residing at Ugli, some English Officials living at, Golicatan came 


in an Indian boat, carrying twelve oars and sails, to take the Captain and the 
supercatgecs, and canvey them to Golicatan, where stands the English 
Factory.* Wel learnt irom these ee Est the vad three mips Bast, te 





v The Braves, os they were called frow the tact that he ho @ the channel fad continaall 
to be ager These anda ran dcaward li the sng of the Bae Taal Goulart 


the wester sila of the embourhnre. Ci. Vos, Tar Wi dlvlpes. ih. 

‘ February 3rd, ex thesoaryom i the Patitzatlon, 

# The fraliae dew fie Beeeela” fe the thle, ou Songaifa Lie the dest here, 

* Gollpaten by Coletta The of ‘the word hae mot beni catlfactorlly accounted [or yet 
*Collicam™ is another form which | f in a Porvoguesn better of t77& “The Maglish frees the fire, 
ilinge are Found, ved  Golgutia—Notire must have boon sand 
he tha Regist dr of Ha iY deo a! vor, talker, Sieve Niner ic ge vac flage aoe of the 
qualler craft plyin river, What ia estunithing ia pe robes vel with which the news was 
conmunizated to Phat and thom fo Caleutia. By ri ¥ {—g. the Engh ris) 
arrived from Calcutta at, Ripa's ahij hail & at the sv ouly an Janawry 28, in the eveni 

. — res ya that athe narws of fk attival ehoclil have been sent to Hugli, con tiderin that 
Enet | as ruincus in Deornber 0657, and the place was shortly afte: ube 
for Setinenaa be Cainutta spoon de cmt hare beens mace important tu itog than the Hurl 
one, At a leaeue frow che (Chamdernagar), there li a lly tows ealled Chinchurat where tt 













Dutch and se mw Company hive ewth a Comptole, that of the Dutch ia much fame 


Fawn ge ia Sue Loilfier (in 1703), p. 65. 
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bound that ywar cither for China or even for any harbour near it. Hence, as 
{was in good health, |! decided to start for those Islands, where 1 would take 
ship for China. tw the instructions given us by the Sacred Congregation we 
read that, if all could not embark, one or more, whe conld, should do #6, the 
others awaiting some suitable opportunity for doing the same. His Holiness 
hind ordered us, too, orally to settle by o plurality of votes any doubts that 
might. arise. So, bh assembled my companions and laid the matter before them. 
Though my resolution did not please them, since they would fose ny services 
in their present ailing condition, yet the above instruction ‘ordered but too 
tlearly ‘that he should go who could; [202] and, a8 it was altogether necessary 
that one at least aboold go, ff) the letters to. Cardinal de Tournon were to be 
delivered with care, they made a virtue of necessity, and decided unanimously 
that E-should go.and. make arrangements for the embarking of two others af 
them, WIE: Father Cert and Fabri: ‘These two hoped that fresh food would 
restore them to health: As for Amodei and Perrone, it seemed altogether 
‘impossible for them to recover, except after some months, such was the 
Weakrewe and prostration to which the scurvy had reduced them. Signor 
Miglioruweci, the Florentine merchant jg London, who, an instructions 
eeceived from the Sacred Congregation, had made the arrangements for our 
voyage, had told us there he had agreed with the Captain tliat, if bis yeasel 
did not yo straight to Chins, he should at his owt expense put ue on board 
another ship. On this understanding, we spoke to the Captain through an 
interpreter to know his: intention; but, hé asked ws if we had any paper to 
prove the point, We said no, Wieseapon ie replied that Signor Migfidrucci 
was certainly tmistaken. He had never promised:him to send us to Chins at 
his own expense, In case his ship did not go there. Moreover, | may say that, 
had |e agreed to jt, he would not have been bound to do so, after having:fed us 
foar months on the tiver at his expensc, which be was not-obliged to do. 
Considering then that the Captain was night in tejecting our application, and 
that one of us had pot more than twenty pieces of sight,? another thirty, 
another a little more than forty,—a total insufficient to pay our passage even 
[203] up to the Philippines—one' may understand how, with rio better 
cad § we were lo be pitied, and to What straits we should have been 
brought, if our Blessed Lord had ‘not with singular providence provided 
lords, amply and wogye eel welicrar, from Bengals to Manilla, and again from 
‘Manilla to Ching, as the reader will see, and he may bless the Lord for it 
and learn. therefrom always to put his trust in God's Providence, which never 
fails those who undertake something for God's service. 
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1 then pressed the Captain kindly to give me some place in the beat, that 
Imight go to Golicatan and settle everything for r my journey and that of my 
two other companions on hoard the three ships going to the Philippine 
Islands. He excused himself, saying there was not enough coom for all— 
which was true—in the only cabin, or cot of the boat, and he urged me to 
embark that night, not to lose so good and quick an opportunity of gomg to 
the Philippines at once: T begged of him to.admit me at Jeast outside tho 
cabin, in the open alr, among the common Herd (ciurma), To this he objected 
that it was against his dignity and mine; but, as | insisted repeatedly for it 
asfor a favour, alleging our said necessity, he said finally that he did not 
admit me; still, if | went, he would certainly mot drive me away, [It was 
enough for my purpose, About midnight, the tide and the wibd being. 
favouruble, the boat left, and | who was eagerly on the look-out, for fear of 
missing my chance, [204] gotdown with the rest and sit down outside." 
After a short time, the Captain and fis suite -started sleeping, and | too, 
overcome with fatigue, 1 [ell asleep where T was, in the open aire | had 
wrapped myself up in my manile, one from Sassane in Calabria, under which 
Thad stitched my clerical mantle with the intention of unetitching tt later, 
as t did, and making use of it, Luckily forme. That night, tt rained 
without my rémarking it, and, when | woke in the morning, 1 found myself 
quite wet. Lvidently, it might Imve been enough to cause a serious illness: 
but, thanks to God, | did not get so much as a coll. Something ‘still morte 
astonishing happened to me laterin Tartary.. Having had to sleep one night 
in thé open country, the next morning | found ice all around me; but ¢ felt 
as fresh and healthy as if? had slept comfortably in a warm and downy bed 
So truce ls it that, in cases over which one has no control, the Lard watches 
over the Missionary toiling for Hin sake. 

On the morning of the fourth, as we were going along the river-bank, 
where the contrary current had no strength, we passed near @ place, where there 
wus Bazar, or market/? Here they were selling. rice, fraits, dried fish, mative 

















Ther started pt miinight besos ion vige Fo qr and Pebrumry gth. The place where the 
ak ipa remained moored wor probably Kul Qn Pebrnary t » they bad got beyond the 
rw nevalerke at the mooth of the river | 1 cs nti six hours with the tide (on  varaary th 
et anchor a the oniy ue and coca writer oui to" Rleeralla” — —"We seconded the river 
about sixty leagues For the dag? hed rough forest; then way corsalad a fairly well, 
pepuleted comntry. The: goose have Gtted up various epote proper to 
receive the ships. The ring at dhe rivers brings together hf bene Sing ee fale eerie al 
hols which evtve foe cetemerce Cowlpy fe & fnirly good anctorin 2H ang The French and English 
shige uanally way here. The Drich gooup ay high as Folte [ ute. five lesgues above. “I'he one 
et ike other, o2 well ag the Dees and the Portugues whoo the semson aod the coment. permit, take 
their ships right ep tlong-side th eir factories,’ Letter of Fr. Barbiet, January 1s, 1724, relating hit 
jourbey to Bengal i in ryia. Ch Bengal, Past and Preeel, gig, of Lette. Edif, 1781, SUL 267, 

. The plapes mrmtionel by Ripaws slong the river on the return jouraey fram Calectin ae 
| \ ir oe agg rp sod Paite [Falta]; There wes “ botar™ af each place wher 
they paceed ‘Markets are held very often in thane party, eves dally, but mow in one 
dire, thera In ainothod.” thos Ripa’s Maser may have beon # fair, 
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sweetmeats, seeds, grass (Aerde}, cloth, ete. The concourse of the country-folle 
was extraordinary, and it was curious indred to see running here and there 
among them sundry troupes of singers and musicians playing instruments | 
had never seen before. Their music was so hideous that our captain was. 
forced to call to order and silence a troupe of them, [205] who, thinking they 
would amuse us and show us honour, had entered knee-deep into the river and 
come close to our boat. 

Afterwards, it happened that, as | was all alone in acormer of the boat, 
and reciting the Divine office—all five of us, we had covered our breviary with a 
white cover to make it look like an ordinary book and hide from the Heretics 
what we were doing, since we were disguised as secular, a4 | said above—it 
happened, | say, that someone asked me from behind in Portuguese, “Sir, are 
you a Priest #"! I looked round, and saw the speaker was an Indian ‘boy 
between fourteen and filteen years old, He continued to say | was a Priest, 
and, as I} could not deny the truth, neither ought I to reveal it, betng still among 
those Heretics, though they had conjectured it all along from London, 1 
answered him witha scolding. The clever young fellow, understanding my 
reason for dissimulating, then told-me not to be afraid of him, He said he was 
a Catholic Roman (Cathelica Nemano,) the son of the Captain (Padrone) of 
the boat, his father being however.a Pagan. He made the sign of the cross to. 
prove that he had spoken true; his name, he said, was Andrea, and be offered 
himself for any service, and gave other proofs of his sincerity, so: that I could 
not doubt he was really a Catholic, as he maintained: I then thought it was 
not perchance that this boy shouid have recognised me as a Priest, bit that a 
special providence of God had put himiin my way to make him guide me in 
those distant and unknown countries. My confidence grew into certainty later, 
when our boat arrived at the landing-place, from where we had [#06] to go 
on to Golicatan.? The Captain and the other Englishmen went off and left 
me alone in the boat, without even wishing me good-bye. Not knowing 
whither or to wham to tum fora shelter against the approaching night, | learned 
from the said boy that there was in Golicatan a hospice of the Augustinian 
Pathers. I had a letter of recommendation to them from their General. So | 
asked the boy to give mea guide who would show me the way to the hospice 
of the Fathers. 

Andrea véry kindly gave me one of those native boatmen to conduct me 
to the hospice: but, as they beat him with sticks to make him consent, this 


+ te Italian, “Vie ignorta)" The Portugw ‘cords would her 
Senhoria or Pasar Micra the’ betas Clay omitinain patos mene en 
* The landing-place must have been far down the riven, since i took Abbate Rios ahos 
boners’ walking to gt ald Fort William, As thia landing-piace ao. many shij Vig and uipall, ka 
congr 4 Rips, when esting with dificuliles om his curch to Calea thought that, 
bad he retraced hii steps, be could not have found back Andzea's boat. 
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man, alter having gone some distance, began shouting, \ Ciabi! Ciabi|" that 
is, “Church! Church!!! and after this ridiculous performance, he turned to 
me, saying, “Don't you see there is nobody?" The distance was not short, 
as | imagined ; it'was very long-rather; that was the reason why this man was 
unwilling to take me further at this hour, when. the sky was getting dark. ~ 
Guessing his thought, and not wishing to expose myself by night to some 
danger under such a guide, 1 went back to Andrea, who substituted another 
boatman, a Moor by religion. This one did even worse, After going about 3 
quarters of an hour, whem we came to the top of a high hill (alto so//e), he 
began shouting east and west, "Oh Papa, Papa !”* Perhaps he wanted to 
say," Ob Padre, Padre," meaning the Augustinian Father. Then, turning to 
me, he said in his language, which I} did not understand, some words which 
from his gestures [207] | concluded to mean that the Padre | wanted was not 
there, Hereupon, he turned his back ‘upon me and waz going off in another 
direction. ‘To teil the truth, | was ima bad fix on that occasion. 1| thought 
that if | turned back, now that it was night, I might very easily lose my way, 
the road being unbeaten, winding and intricate. Even if | found it, it would 
be very difficult among so many ships, big and small, and with my ignorance 
of the language, to find back Andrea’s boat. On the otlier hand, if [ continued 
to go forward {| would oot know at all where to go. In this desperate situation, 
I plucked up courage, raised my tone. uttered threats, and it pleased God in 
His divine mercy that the Moor should get so frightened as to signify with 
most humble gestures, and words to me unintelligible, that he would continue 
to'accompany me as far as the Church. | ordered hum then by signs to go 
ahead, for 1 wanted to remain behind lest he should run away. Promptly bie 
obeyed, and it was amusing to see him continually look back towards me, and, 
fearing that | might give him some sword-cut, he begged of me througti his 
mimicry to pardon him, As for me, though | had made an effort to look bold 
and brave, I was so much afraid he might koock me down witha stone that 
my legs shotk so badly that | could hardly hold on my feet, and, if he had 
shown any inclination to offer resistance, 1 had made up my mind to run 
away duichly, 








s _ The only Irv ine for Clad which.we can think of ix kep-cAdd, Tha word rang lees 
in (Fou Himdust ees by and ts Fiscep igs y derived vom the Portuguese chdee-key. But 
why « ob the hove shouted oh,” and that in the oper county? A ae 

| - Indeodl. 1 fancy the wood: for Ch ‘Church would have been gusfa, a Corruption of the 


| Sean wis sk Calgatis ok 5:59 oA FOOT A 
* The Portuguese word Padre as adopted the natives aa # term of addrese for 
= Karcpetn tniesionsry. [have not met Pape asad fn th thin Dea in Imdia, Pladisn! (Bisckones 
Ass, 28a} uses the word as lied tc) thie in which senso, jt meant originally 
the explanation ip that béjd nad badd are tet sed in Hinduatdal for " lather, sie” ihough 
the Meee esaes dias abléd in Bengal {Foches! Hindust, Dirt.) 





_ [208] After having walked some time, and always by moonlight, on that 
hill, " we entered a long country-road, with a green hedge on both sides: in 
those parts under the Torrid Zone, the whole ground and the trees are green 
the whole year: it 1s like a perpetual Spring, so much so that, nervous; tired, 
and hungry as I was, | could not but enjoy that delightful verdure. Next, we 
took other paths and about two o'clock at night, | emerged with my guide into 
inhabited parts” Quite happy at the thought of having at last reached the 
Church or hospice of the Augustinians, | found myself in the midst of some 
soldiors.on guard at the gate of a big building, which ! heard later was the Eng. 
lish Factory? ft was built in the shape of a fortess and defended by big 
cannon, | got very much frightened, thinking my guide had betrayed me, 
and my fear grew all the greater when, after he (the guide) had spoken some 
time in his own language with the soldiers, one of them turned to me and said 
in Portuguese, “Senhor Padre, what do you want ?’* Hearing myself addressed 
as Padre, | was still further confirmed in my fear of some treachery ; but, 
taking courage, | said 1 was a passenger from the English ships, and that, 
having a letter to give to the Augustinian Fathers, | wanted to find out their 
Church and get from them a lodging for the night. The soldier then told me 
that it was far.and the hour was late ; still, if! | wished by all means to go further, 
he took it upon himself to [209] make that boatman show me the way, and ‘he 
confessed to me that he was no longer a Heretic, but a Catholic Roman, In 
fact, when I told him that | wanted at any cost to go on, he charged the boat- 
inan to guide me, and gave me his word for it that | could proceed without atry 
lear, 

Actoss very pleasant fields again, I directed my stepe with the said guide 
towards. the hospice of the Augustinian Fathers; and, -after a.very long hut 
survey of ‘ila: belted: fa rantoe ac tay aonaten ante in’ siya eyns he — ini : 
show any grownd of high eminence between (his rity onal ‘Derwent Rachour it hill or hillock did 
exist, world be hows and it seem to me the wore probable therefore thet the |*hill” refersed bo 
wes merely bigh land which may have impressed yourtraveller eth the idea that & wee @ hill 
and Sind Point bal co indleations of bab inet ae ee pan (iret Hooghly between Kiddterpore 
te ape tinted Bathe ne pi eg bene ee cers Port Falta ls measured dlone the banle 
as being Hit miles | fro Kidderpore and would seem Uhat in the vicinity of this Fort you: 
Helveay mut have tamded” | should think Ripa hed diiembarked = about Budye. 

Ao sire seas to have had me difficulty i paestng Tolly'’s Nulla: Probably, there was some 
1 ©The ext morning,” writes Lulliler, who 


English Factory belonging tothe old Company, whict call Golporthe, and is re passed hy the 
aden they: wate nda oo ri onthe, and ts a bondseme Building, 


- 
ng ®talely warthoues"” Ci. Povage du Sirens Leiter wes Grandes Indes, 
a 


" actual afte.ol the fort-waxthe ground oow occupied by the General Post Office, ik 
Government Offices, the House, and the East {ndins Ralleey House The mit ote 
trallt sheng the sonth aide af the fort shirted Kaila Ghat Street. “The pocth side waa tii Fuitlie Plane 
The east front iooked out an Clive Street and Oathousli Square, which is thoes flags wat keown as 
gts A othe Park." Cf, C, R. Witsox, Off Fort William im Bengal. London, root i 
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tefreshing trudge in the coo) night air, | arrived at last, as 1 judged from some 
distance hy the structure of the gate: 1 dismissed the Moor, and was now left 
alone before the gate of the hospice.! 

lean find no words to express my consolation, whin, after such a long 
journey, | found himself before that Church, Let the reader then imagine it for 
himself, while | deseribe only the new danger and trouble I had now to face, | 
Itnocked at the door; but, to start knocking was like giving the signa! to the dogs 
in the neighbourhood for barkingand howling: one ‘after another, they caine 
running jp and made a big circle around me, At this unexpected juncture, | 
gave myselfup for lost at first; thet, put upon my mettle, 1 drew myself up 
with my back against the wall, and with my swortl ‘in its seabbard in one hand, 
! defended myself against those beasts, frightening them and beating of 
their attempts to jump wpon me. The- barking of the dogs, more than the 
pushing | did at the door with my other hand, succeeded in awakening some 
boys in the service of that old, deal-like-a-post Augustinian Padre.. ‘They 
asked me from inside who. was knocking, and what I wanted. [270] When 
they heard it- was'a Missionary who was bringing from Rome a letter from the 
Father General, and that | wanted lodgings for the night, | had plenty of 
trouble to induce them to take the news to that Father. Finally they went, 
but brought back the answer that I must come the noxt morming, I said | was 
‘a-stranger and did not know of any inn; that J was in imminent danger of 
being devoured: by those dogs; and that, if they were afraid of me, they might 
lock te up in the Charch, or Sscristy, or anywhere Wey preferred, provided 
they saved ine (rom my present danger, those dogs being on the point af 
jumping wpon me. They should consider that | wasa poor Priest, who begged of 
‘them to save his life, ete -When I had aaid whatever | knew and could say, 
they wete convinced by my reasons and moved to pity by my begging, and 
they opened the door, but on the understanding that 1 should not say a word 
about it the next morming to the aforesaid Augustinian Father, or else he might 
give them such a drubbing. 

At last the door opened, and the boys led me th tie Chorch. Herr, 
sdfe at last, after so many dangers, 1 prostrated myself humbly before 
the high Altar.? and with all the fervour of my heart rendered due thanks 
to God. The boys, edified and touched at the same time by my conduct, 
begzed pardon of mé, and ompassionated me with the most affectionate 
and tender Anabel of pity. They would have wished to give me a better 
place for the night, but they pleaded their fear of the Father's stick. 1, who 


| i The sdldlee sald the distance from the Fort to the Augustinian Cliurth was and re 
repent that it was a long tredge. | cannet, hiuwever, understand thal the Chirch b should have 
elsewhere than in Portuguese Church Street, Margit, bone bo dincias and pase Neri 


Se eit on was a High Afar, the Church would seam to have tad two, side-aishen. 


16 
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had amply obtained what | wanted, thanked them for their affection, F277] 
and declared myself quite pleased and satisfied with their sympathy alone. 
The boys were very moch surprised when, on their asking me low I would 
pass the night in that Church, T told them [ would sleep quite comfortably on 
a catafalque which | saw in a corner. They asked me, too, how | would 
manage to protect myself without a curtain against the venomous stings of 
the mosquitees, which 4warm in these parts, [answered that ! would cover 
myself cosily with my Sassano or shagreen (Zigrino) mantie, the very thing 
for @ vapour-bath in those hot countries, And so I did at once, the moment 
they had locked me up in the Church. Hungry as 1 was, I felt so tired that 
I fell asleep at once, protected by my mantle. [nthe morning, I got up quite 
fitand without a single mosquito bite. You mush know that those mosquitoes 
are sa many and so much bigger and mischievous than ours that two young 
English gentlemen of our ship, having come on land some days afterwards, 
and having slept only one night at Golicatan without protecting themselves 
against these insects, had their face so swollen and changed, when they came 
to see: me, that I did not recognise them until] beard them speak and learnt 
their name and surname, 

[presented the General's letter to that Augustinian Father, a deaf old 
Man): and ignorant in the superlative degree; but, be was very edifying, and 
this is a quality watted more than any other in the Missionaries of those 
countries, where licentiousness ig so rife. The good Father took the: letter 
and, not understandmp Latin very well, [272] he pretended to read it. He 
would have liked to make out at least the Father General's signature to know 
hig mame and surname. As if he tind understood the rest of it, he turned to 
me, and underlining the sigouture with one of his fingers," Here's the devil,” 
he said. “Read, please." As if he meant to say that he had deciphered all 
the contents of the letter with the exception of the sigwature only, I read it 
then, and told him the sume and surname of the Father General ; but, more 
foolishly than before, he asked me whether that was the Father General or the 
Father Generalissimo, Having regard for his simplicity, and to gain my 
point, I fell in with his:absurdity and said, ‘‘ That is the Father Generalissima.!" 
My answer pleased his Paternity, and be invited me to dinner that morning. 
it was the first time alter a year that | had the happiness of saying Mass in 
that church, I said it in thanksgiving to God for having brought mec safe mto 
that harbour after so many dangers. The Epistle gave me much consolation, 
for Saint Paui seemed to tell me personally, "For see your vocation, érethren, 
thet there ave not many wise atcording to the Jiesh, not muamy mighty, not 
many noble + Gut the foolish things of the world hath God chosen, that He 
may confound the wise; and the weak things of the world hath God chosen, 
that He may confound the strong. And the base things of the world. and 
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the things that are contemptible hath God choten, and things thal are not, 
that He might bring to wought things éhaf are: that mo flesh should giory 
in Fis wight." With this Epistle the Lord placed before my cyes the 
sublimity of my vocation, and [2f@] the many strong reasons | had for 
debasing myself in His sight and that of men. 

After my Massy and my thanksgiving, | wenl at once to negotiate my 
“passage to Manilla, As luck would Shave it, | met on the road the Captain 
of the Gudop,4 which was to sail for the Philippines. He was a Frenchman 
named Monsieur la Clocle® He was being carried along, after the manner 
of the country, on the shoulders of two [ndians, and lay stretched ina hammock 
tied at both ends of a Bamboo, a reed of those parts, Some of these are 20 
big as to serve ag beams, and so strong that they use them as peys (cAiod/), 
This gentleman, om hearing my request about embarking with two companions, 
tured back at ones, and conducted me tu the house of Signor Bernabl,* an 
frishman, for whom the ship was taking in cargo. I had but to expose = 
teqnest ta hin to get a free passage and board for three. Straightway, I 
wrote fron their very louse lo give the news to the other companions whom 
[had feft in the ship. After breakfasting with these gentlemen,’ | returned 
to the Augustinian’ Father to aiswer his invitation fordinner: Behold then 
the providence of Almighty-Goed! When we were hard up for money, we 
were amply provided with whatever was necessary to get to Manilla >and 
there our Blessed Lord provided for us even more tavishly.. In the~afternoon," 
1 returned to Signor Berntbl's, and he told me that the Augustinian Father 
[214] had come to him to know if it was true that 1 had been cent by Samt 
Peter, and that, knowing his silliness, be had told him yes; whereupon, the 
Father Had athked again whether | was sent by Saint Peter himself, bo which 
he had said, * Yes, by Saint Peter himself’? That's how the good simple 
Father conceived such a very bigh opinion of nie that he kept me in his 
hospice; and treated me very well for eating and sleeping, and he would not 
decept oven a yguafteroe® in return. 

[Zo de continued. ] 
H. Hosren, 5. J. 





1 This ia part Riked pistad errant of St. vgathe,. Fobr. ¢. lt Cor: 1, #30). 
7 dealt had llttle Bygfish on the way 
: Saba i te Clow am rasdting by-tt editer of Ripa'y Stevia Gee 
7 ron old Calcot. } have soe com derom fia name thuugh | have searched & number 
dt booka. on al 


did not invite Ripa, a very hungey man, for chdati Adsirl of breakfast | 
He lvied him only for diner 
Smit siren y have bean takeo at noon. 
' it would dheurd td ou that ibe Augustinian did mot mean the Pope. Ripm seems 
boc repengent bien gs. bit too foolish, a may credit the old ian with some facetiousness, 
Ga golds of ow." A pies" wont bo the local expeataion: 





Some Records (Relating to the 
Origin of the fate Presidency Zaif. 








COWARDS the close of the year i913 the subject of the origin of the: 
main building" of the now slowly disappearing Presidency Jail was keenly 
debated in the columns of the Statesman, and incidentally the question 
of the place of Nuncomar’s [Nanda Kumar's] final place of imprisonment was 
also discussed. The pages of Mexngal Past & Present are open to any readers 
who may care to restart the controversy. In the meanwhile the following 

documents are published in order to facilitate such a discussion. 

L. 
Extract from Long's Selections. 

No. 967. Proceedings, Dec. 24, 1767—Agreeably to your orders, I have 
visited the prisons onder my charge, the one in Loll Bazar’ is very clear and 
wholesome, only wants a separite apartment for women to make if convenient. 

That in Burra Bazar Isa confined bad place, and must occasion us much 
sickness, but as there is moonr in the other for all the prisoners, | have ordered 
them there; this prison will hold from 4 to §00, and the number confined now ts 
an, © © * © @ 

Court of Jemedary [amindari); NICHOLAS GRUEBAR.* 

514 December 1867. 
Il. 

Extract from The Trial of Maka Razah Nuadecomar, Bakader,. for 
Forgery. Pubitshed ¢y Antharity of the Supreme Court of 
Fudicatare in Bengal. London, 1776, p. 9. 

A,—Ii do not remember that | vistted lim (Nuncomar) in gaol. 

[Question repeated). 

A-—The gaol is m the game street with the cutcherry®- I wentito the 

gaol one day, 





» Por the eacly blatery of the Lal Buscar Prison sez Wilson OFF Port Wiihem in Bengal, 

© Thi name bp Groeber. 

* See Srernisie: Aeterien! Accewns of the Colette Callertorate ai, The Cuttherry pisod 
ja Lal! Buarer Wet ween the old Play Hovse emd the fuile, and to worth ot what lu pow called the Old 
or Mission Chorch, 
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Hf. 
Extrad from the Examination of the Deputy Sheriff by the Supreme 
Council. 8th May, 1775. Forrest: Selections. Wot. 17, p. 360. 

O—Dues the warrant order you to send him to the common Jail? 

A —l apprehend that by the warrant expressing him [Nancomar] to be 
charged with felony he could be confined in no other piace than the common 
Jail, and the warrant being itself directed tothe Keeper of His Majesty's Prison 
as well as to the Shenff. 

O.—As you conceive from the warrant that you were to commit him to 
the common Jail, why did you ask the Justices thetr opinion where he should 
be confined ? 

A.—I did ‘not ask the Justices their opinion, but when Mr, Jarrett stated 
no objection, | should, of course, have ordered him to be conveyed (o the 
common Jail there being no other public place of confinément belonging to the 

[WV 
Extract.of « fetter from Richard Barwell to Afiss Mary Barwell, 
17h May, 0775. 

In this state Matters rested from the zznd April to the gth or 5th Instant 
apd in the interval a charge of forgery against Nun Comar which had been 
jong in suspense, waa brought forward and the witnesses so pointed that he 
was committed lor Felony on the 5th or 6th Instant. It will searcely be beliewed 
that under such. circumstances that General Clavernng & his party would haye 
interfered to check the course of Justice by an attempt to remove the Criminal 
from ihe Country Ganl, to which effect they addressed the Judyes, alledying 
they were influenced by a Principle of Humanity to interpose in behalf of 
Nun Comar as they understood froma smeere and true Piety and regard to 
ie Tesicis of his Religion being a Hindoo, he had refused all sustenance and 
could not nor would not take any aliment while: continued under confinement 
in the common Prison, and in the same Letter affirmed 2 Riglit to interpose, 
when the operation of the Judicature proved oppressive to the Natives, saying 
that all the subjects of the Dewanny Government were peculiarly placed under 
their Protection as the Couneil of State and it was tleir Duty ty extend such 
Protectian to them when they applicd for Relitf, under any species of 
appression, and that the Judictal Powers of the Supreme Court of Justice in their 
operation upon Hindoo Natives attached to the severe Tenets of their Religion 
might, under many Circumstances and in particular Cases, be grievously 
oppressive: that they conceived it to be so tn the present instance and proposed 
that Nun Comar should return to his own House over which a Guard should 
be placed, ot bave apartments 2 signed him in the Fort under a Military 


"7 
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Guard. The Chief Justice &e. replyed that it was a mere pretext used by 
Nun Comar; that the restraint under which they had put him would not as he 
pretended deprive him of his Cast; that they had taken the opinions of the 
Religious and found the Laws of thé Shasta declare any contamination from 
his confinement was to. be removed by some trifling oblations without any 
Prejudice to his Sect or Religious Principles—that as to the alternatives 
proposed it was notin the Power of the Judges to resign the Civil authority 
into the hands of the Military by releasing Nun Comar from Prison and [otrust- 
ing his Person'toa Guard of Soldiers—concluding with this Remark thit if 
Nun Comar('s] Religion was a sufficient plea in Bar to his Commitment, every 
Hindoo of his, or of a superior Sect, were perpetually exempted and could not 
be made amenable to their Judicature, Nothing could be so absurd as this 
application to the Judges upon such ground—for if General Clavering &c. had 
only enquired whether Hindoos were usually committed to and confined in 
Prison on Judicial Processes, they would have found it to have prevailed ever 
since Calcutta bad existed, and that Bramins of a far higher Sect than 
Nun Comar had suffered close Imprisonment for years. The Judges, however, 
to avoid the appearance of severity, have alloted Nun Comar the best apartments 
in Gaol, permit him daily to repair under charge of the Gaoler to hiy Tent 
erected just without side the walls to perform the offices of Religion and'to eat 
his Food. This Interposition of the Council General with the Judges, as might 
naturally be supposed, caused much speculation andl gave rise to various 
conjecturesand surmises which received additional force from. the General, 
Col. Monson and Mr. Francis sending two or three times every day to Prison 
to inguire after Nun Comar's Health and the gentlemen in their Families 
frequently visiting him in his confinements—not only this, but Lady Anne 
Monson, Mrs, Clavering and the Miss Claverings sending their Compliments 
and Inquiries after his Healtli—a practice ‘so unusual and so extraordinary in 
this Country, that Lam nol surprized il should create a Rumour of its being 
the intention of the Council General to. remove Nun Comar from the Gaol by 
Force if the Judges could not be otherwise prevailed on to remit hia Confinement 
—thiz Report is just touched on in one of the Chief Justice's Letters and treated. 
as.an idle Rumour by him, but it is taken up ina high Tone (by the General 
and his party), the Majority of the Council General who reflect on the Chief 
Justice charging him directly with having allowed sich an aspersion to have 
had weight with him and declaring on Oath, God knows how truly, that they 
never heard an Item of such a Rumour, antl they read of it in bis Letter, What 
they may have heard Pcannot say but I declare upon my Honour that for these 
ten days past in, most Companies | have frequently heard it was a Question 
whether General Clavering &e., would nat use foree, Hf other means failed, to 
remove Nun Commar from the Countty Prison. Nor is this to be wondered at 
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taking all circumstances Into your View, for on the Monday following his 
<amimitment, whlch was on Saturday night preceding the Council General sent 
for the Sheriff and the Deputy Sheriff andthe Keeper of the Prison, and 
examined them severally Louching the confinement of Nun Commar, and then 
addressed the judges to remit it: the further countemince of sending every two 
or three hours to enquire after and compliment Nun Comar, and the General 
and Col, Monson enjolning their Ladies to do the same, and the Gentlemen 
of their Families visiting him, and they publickly declaring their Patronage of 
Non Comar—t say, taking all these circumstances together, ts it to be wondered 
at, that strange Rumours prevall, and that all Degrees of Men are In suspense 
and know not what leagths the Majority of the Council General will proceed? 
The Native Inhabitants are strangely startied. so much so, that it will not 
surprise me, if these arts deter the Evidence aid save Non Comar from the 
rain which hangs over him. 





Vv. 
Extract of Letfer af Council af Fort William t¢ the Court, 
asfh Afay, 17-78. 

The repeated representations made to us by the fate and present Sheriff 
of the ruinous state of the Town Gaol, and the necessity of either giving it sub- 
stantial repairs or erecting a new one, confirmed by the opinion of our Chief 
Engineer, have obliged us to take the necessary measures for providing 
another place of confinement for the security of the prisoners, The latter 
expedient appearing from the different estimates, which were laid before us, to 
be the most eligible, we determined thal a new prison should be built by con- 
tract, and accordingly advertised for proposals to undertake it agreeably to @ 
plin and conditions, which were fixed on and published for that purpose. 


Viz 
Extract of Letter af Council at Fort William to the Court, 
30th November 1778. 


As you have been informed: ot the terms oo which the contractor for 
building a new Jail has undertaken the construction of that work, it ls incum- 
bent on us to metilion that, upon 4 representation made by the Chie! Engineer 
that the ground appropriated for the building is mach too confined for the 
purpose, as well ag inconvenient to the inkabitants of Calcutta, and recommend- 
ing its removal to a place at-a greater distance from the town, we have been 
under the necessity of allowing the Contractor an augmentation of ten per 


cent, to the So icears sum for which he has engaged to erect the build- 





63 BENGAL: PAST & PRESENT, 


VIL 
Extract from Hicky's Gasette, April 28th 1781. 


Altho’ the securing of the French inhabitants of Chandernagore, in conse. 
quence of the flagrant breach of public faith committed by those of Pondi- 
cherry, isin the generai opinion a prudent and a necessary measure, and 
altho' an which they are occupied (highly exceptionable as is the plan of it} 
certainly affords them more spacious and airy accommodations than any other 
m which they could have been kept, either in the Fort or near Calcutta, yel as 
dt was bailt fora cominon Jail (it not hitherto used as‘such).4 * * * * * 


Vil. 
Letier af Herbert Harris te the Governor-General in Connecti, 
Sth Fully 1784. 


Hon’bie Sir'& Sirs—i request you will be pleased te give Orders that the 
new. Gaol be delivered over to me that the Prisoners may he removed as soon 
ae possible from the old one, which is in too ruinous a state to be longer occu. 
pied in-safety. 

! beg leave to represent to the Hon'ble Board that the Jemautdars (Guard 
of thirty-five Sepoys the number at present allotted are insufficient for the due 
guarding of the new Gaol, which being of much greater Extent than the old 
one, will require full as many more, A guard room without the Door will he 
also necessary for the Accommodation of the Sepoys, 


I have, ete., 
Hernert Haris, 
LX. 
Report af Thomas Afot?, Superintendent af Police, to }. Hare, Sherif 
of Calcutta, 

The Sergeant who commande the euard at the Hurranbarry having repre- 
sented to me the rumous state of that prison and that he was apprehensive the 
prisoners corifined there might eseape, 1 went to examine jt, and found the 
wall to the ewatward of the tank quite broken down, and the rest of the wall 
in the north-west and south in such a condition as te require a total repair, if 
not tobe rebuilt, I reported the samie to the Honorable Governor-General, 
who mstructed me to lay the matter before you ; 


' For the use of “the now building tately erected ee a ee a 
Bengal Patt -& Prinnt, Wol'Vl rps ae of acy, YY @ Jail wce Chandernagore Papers, 
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Letter of ¥. Hare, Sheriff of Calcutta to the Governor-General in 
Counc, dated (8th April, 1782- 


| consider it my duty to represent to your Honorable Board that a build- 
ing having been lately erected and committed to my charge by the Honorable 
‘Company. for the reception and: conlinement of criminals and debtors, 1 have 
been enjoined by an order of the Supreme Court of Judicature to reniove their. 
such prisoners as at present occupy the old gaol, But as the state of the new 
‘is inadequate to the safety of the public peace and that personal security to 
me which the responsibility of my office renders an object of moment, | have 
from necessity forborn obedience ta the pretept till | have feprésénted ty 
situation to your Honorabie Board, and prayed that it might be taken into 
consideration. Previous to my taking this liberty, [ have requested an able | 
surveyor and architect to examine the state of the new Gaol, and to furnish 
me with proper information how to render it complete for the purpose of its 
design. He has, in consequence, represented the indispensable necessity ol 
erecting a wallso secure in the foondation and height a» to prechide the 
possibility of a prisoner's escape by undermining the foundation or climbing 
over the summit of it; and, as the sectian be has miade appears satislactory 
to me, I take the liberty of enclosing it for the information of your Honorable 
Board, praying, if it should appear that the Board will be pieased to issue 
their orders for its execution before the rains set in, the whole of the old Gaol 
being now in = state. extremely decayed and dangerous, and the apartment 
appropriated to the Gaoler totally uninhabitable: 

| have taken the tiberty to enclose forthe information of your Honorable 
Board an official application | have received from the Superintendent of Police 
repiesenting the stale of the Hurrenburry, or House of Correction, which ts also, 
for want of better accommodation, in part occupied by the prisoners under my 


XL. 
To the Hon'ble 
WARREN HASTINGS, Esqr, 
Governor-General! and Council. 
GENTLEMEN,—The Expense of building a plain Brick Wall to surroand 


the mew Jail of the dimensions specified in the Plan transmited to me on the 
26th inst. will amount to forty sight thousand two hundred and seventy fout 


8 
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Arcot Rupees nine annas, on a'supposition that thirty two Arcot Rupees is 
allowed for every hundred Cubic Feet which | consider to be nearly the true 
prime cost. 

At the: time that | received the Boards order to build the present compound 
Wall, | took Into consideration how far a high Wall would eontribute to the 
tiore effectua) securing of the Prisoners confined in the Jail and was persuaded 
thata Wall of eleven Feet high would be as great a har toan escape as one of 
double that height because no Prisoner could pet aver either without assistance 
or connivance from without; a Bamboo or rope Ladder would afford the same 
certain means to get over'a Wall of twenty feet high as one of eleven Feet. 

Lis from the number and watchfulliess of the sentries joined to the 
strict observance of proper Regulations for the Prison that security can be 
expected, and | am‘convinced that the mew: high wail which is proposed to be 
built at about twelve Fee! distant from the present one, will instead of adding 
to the security rather tend to produce less Watchfullness in the Seapoys and 
afford new means jor the Planing of Escapes among the Prisaners, 

If the number and atlention of the Seapoys Posted on the outside of the 
present Wall are not deemed a sufficient Security a strong  Pallisade of ning 
Feet high may be fixed within the Compound al the distance of about ten or 
twelve feet from the surrounding Wall and an additional Line of Sentries placed 
within this Space which would m. my opinion effectually prevent Eseapes, az 
every transaction within the Yard would he ‘open to their View, and being 
compleatly separated from those Posted on the outside no Collusion can be 
expected: snchis the Mode which I presume to offer to your consideration js 
best adapted for eflectuilly Securing the Prisoners. | J 


FORT WitLLiAM ' | am with greéal respect 


’ ee Gentlemen. etc, 
agth April 1782. HENRY WATSON, 


#.S—The Expense of such a Pallisade «would amount to about eight 
thousand Arcot Rupees. 


All. 


The Nature of the Work and particular Quality of the Materials to be 
used in Building the Wall round the New Gaol, ‘according to the Plan and 
Section approved by the Honorable the Governor General and Council. 

The Wall to be built with eleven Inch-Bricks completely burnt: 

The Cement for the Wall to be composed of the best Chunam Red Soorkwy 
and Sand in the preparing of which the following Proportions are to be used 
Vie. One Ferrahor Measare of fine sifted Chunam, One of fine écreened 
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Soorkey ‘and one of clean red-Sand of woe Ferrah of sifted Chimam ta two of. 
Clean sand ds may be proper in the Different Parts of the Foundation and 


Wall, 

Those Different proportions af Mortar are each to be well mixed togutler 
and thoroughly beat the day before it is used, when it is again to be well 
tempered and three ey | good Jaggry dissolved in water are then: to be 
added to every Ferral of Chunam—which is throughout understood to contain 
one Mannd. The whole of the wail an both sides to be built and plaistered in 
imiiation. of stone work: 

The Plaister to te coniposed of one Ferra: of fine sifted Chunam and ono 
Ferral. of clean red Sanil: The whole to be incorporated well Logether, and 
beat and tempered for three days before itis used: at the latter tempering 
three Seers of good Jaggry dissolved in water is to be added to each Petral of 
Chunan. This-Plaister is to be laid an in the best Manner, and the whole of 
the Work to be-compicated substantially and under the Direction of such 
Person, as the Hon'ble the Gevernor’ General and Connef) may be pleased fo 
appoint for that Purpose. | 

Estimate of the Expence of huiiding a New Wall round the Gaol according 
tothe plan and section approved by the Honorable the Governor General & 


150858 solid Feet of Brick-Work Materials. Piaistering & 
Workmanship (@ 36 Rupees 9 °/, Feet th 1, §4,30B-t4 


Excavating the Foundation 6 Feet in Breadth 5 Feet in Depth 
and 1972 Feet in Length 6 ia 3 Is 30 square Feet by 
did @ 2 Rapees p °/, “ p+ $)983-3+3 





45)492-1-3 
), HARE, Sherif’ 


MUU. 


To the Hon'ble WARREN Hastincs, Governor-General & MeMBers OF 
THE SUPREME CouNcit, AT FoRT WILLIAM. 

Hon'aLe Sim & Sins, 

| am respectiully to Sens the Receipt of a Letter from your Seere- 
tary, intimating- your Hon'ble i's opinion. that a Number! of Sentries 
stationed rotind the old Wall of Pe Gaol, will be the best security against the. 
Escape of the Prisoners, and forbidding se to take any further Meaenres for 
the Construction of a new Wall. 
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The Pains 1 have take: to investigate the Dutles of my Office, and to 
discharge them faithfully, encourage & allow mo the Liberty of trespassing on 
the Board, while | presume to explain the Impossibility of my Submission to 
this Mode of securing the Prisoners. 

In this effort I must: according to the context of the 131 of his present 
Majesty, and his Majesty's Charter of Justice for these Provinces, consider the 
Office here, analogous to the Office of Sheriff t in England, ane consequently that | 
am liable to'the Penalties of in The Prisoners at present under my charge are 
confined for Debts in the Gross exceeding #5 Lacks of Rupees, for the whole of 
which my person and fortune are lable in case of their Escape. The same constt-. 
tution of England which has burthened the Sheriff with this heavy Responsibility, 
has provided s Remedy there, to compel the Security of the Gaol, by a public 
imposition on the country. That remedy does not by a positive Institution 
exist in this country, where the Government is different: But the East Inala 
Company being compelled by Actof Parliament, to provide each Expences 
attending the administration of Justice; as occurred to the Legislature, it is no 
mane than a natural deduction, that they are to provide & secure Gaol among 

the Rest, as without it neither the Rights of Individuals, nor the Peace of 
Society at large could be preserved, and every pena! Provision would become 
nugatory; and although no specif Provision appears’ to have bean made for |t 
the Penetration and Justice of the Company have by a long acquiescence 
almost enlarged this claim to a prescriptive Right. But waiving that 
Question, | must resort to some Observations, whieh | am sure will have 
equal Weight, Your hon'ble. Board have been pleased to resolve that a 
military Guard will be the best Security against the Escape of the: Prisoners. 
Thus the Reputation, the Fortune & te Person of the Sheriff would pest 
on the precarious Vigilance and Fidelity of a Military Guard, over whom 
he has no Control nor the Shadow of an- immediate Influence. It would 


indeed require an extensive confidence, to suppose that the Thousandth Part 


of the amount of the Prisoners’ Debts, woh, Fraction is ts00 Rupees; would 
be Insufficient to command the friendly Disposition of an indigent Native 
Saldier, naturally unaffected fo the European Character, unacquainted with 
European Ties, insensible to the authority and inattentive to the orders of all 
but his immediate Military Superior and possessed withal of o superstitious 
Mind, which might deem ita Virtue to relieve the Danger or terminate the 
Disgrace of 'a Native of a higher Cast. The consequences entailed upon the 
Sheriff, would be a consideration of litthe Moment Hf it were ever to occur, 
Besides, Confusion and Disturbances must. arise in a Gaol so crowded with 
different Ranks and governed by. different Powers. There would be daily 
Quarrels between the Guards and the Prisoners, extending perhaps ta the 


commanding Officer and the Sheriff. The Doors of the Gaol would he ever at 
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the Command of the Officer, and a Dozen Prisoners might escape in the 
Sepoys’ habits at the Relief of the Evening Guard The Authority of the 
Sheriff and Gaolecs would be ineffective and contemptible, and the whole order of 
the Civil Pawer reduced (i//eyidle) the subordinate and ridiculous. Two Remedies 
may occur to your hon'ble- Board fora cure of these Evils; either that the 
Company should invest the Sheriff with « local Command over this extensive 
Guard, o mdemnify him from all Escapes and the consequences af the altera- 
tion which the Board have proposed io the Civil Establishment. Unfortunately 
they are both, even in Conjunction, incompetent, and fer these Reasons. By 
accepting or exercising this Command the Guards would become my Agents 
or Gaolers, and although the Company's Indemnity might ease my pecuniary 


Responsibility, nevertheless one Act of Infidelity in my Guards productive al. 


an Escape, would under two existing Statutes, subject me to an Indictment fir 
Felony, Thus Hon'ble Sir and Sirs yoo will perceive that the Company's 
Indemnity would operate but partially, and any interference with the Guard 
dangerously; The one would protect ine from the consequences of « civil 
Prosecution, the other eventually incur the coercion ol a criminal one. A sad 
Reflection it Is that Lam at this Moment subject to the Latter for my Dis- 
obedience to the ordet of the Supreme Court, directing the Sheriff to remove 
the Prisoners to the New-Gaol! But while the Duty of my Office and Humanity 
itself impel me to an obedience which would according to the Spirit of the 
Order, relieve the present miserable Situation of the Prisoners, | must reluctantly 
repel the Influence, while | implore & await the confirmation of the Hon'ble 
Board's Permission to seeute the Gaol in the ordinary Manner; observing, 
and that opon the best authority, that the old Wall is altogether tseless, it's 
Height is no more: that 11 Feet, and its Foundation extending only 1 Ft. 8 Inches: 
under Ground it is incapable of being elevated, and might be undermined by 
one Prisoner and the Escape of the whole effected in two Hours, 

As to the Dimensions of the wall | have had the: honor to submit to the 
Board, it's Elevation being consitlerably under the Height of that surrounding 
the King’s Bench.Prison m England, forms a sufficient Proof of my Wish to 
submit to’ sity economical Disbursement from the Company; and respecting the 
Propriety of the Estimate, it depending entirely on the Dimensions of the wall 
and the Nature of the Materials and Workmanship, | was minute in my 
description of them and believe my Estimate to be nearly a literal copy of a 
former one tendered by the present able Chief Engineer to the Board of Ins- 
pection on a similar Decasion. The charge being 36 Arcot Rupees per too 
Solid Feet, and according to the best of the Skill and Judgment of the Chief 
Engineer there is no one article of Expense in his Calculation weh, will not 
absolutely be incurred by any Contractor who employs good Materials. I 
flatter myself the Board will approve my having consulted so competent an 
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See _<_es eee 


Authority previous to the formation of my Estimate, and my close adherence. 
to 40 fespectable an example. 1 determined inviolsbly on that Measure, not- 
withstanding } am subject to some Hardships which might have justified a 
Deviation. On Account of the present Improvements in the Settlement by the 
Dextruction of the Straw Houses and the necessary Demands of Materials to 
erect brick ones, these Materials bear an advanced Price, The Article of 
Chunat las risen 10 percent within this last Month. 1 am obliged likewise 
by Reason of the remote situalion of the New Gaol, to transport the Materials 
at-a great Distance from the Water Tide and am morcover from the present 
dangerous state of the Old Gaol, and the early spproach of the Rains com- 
pelled to extute the Business entirely on two Months. Nevertheless as to the 
Height of the Wall and the Terms of my Estimate, although | am conscious of 
having regulated my Proposals according to the real Dictates of my Judgment, 
1 am by no means so tenacious of It, as to object to the opinion of the Com-. 
pany’s Architect ; on the contrary it is my wish that it should be procured if 
your hon’ble Board should conceive tt necessary, and particularly so that be 
may be desired to inspect the Materjals and Workmanship of the Wall I am 
constructing. Perhaps it may be proper to intimate, that os soon as it is com- 
pleated, ] purpose to remove te the New Gaoi all the Prisoners now confined 
in the Godowns at Kidderpore, as that Distance from Calcutta is very incon- 
venient, and the Company subject to an annual charge of 3,000. Arcot Rupees 
for their Rent, which will then cease, 

Lam concemed to review the extraordinary Prolixity of this address and 
to withdraw so much of your Hon'ble Board's attention from & other impor- 
tant subjects, but when you perceive Gentlemen that my all of Fortune, Repu- 
tation, Personal Liberty are involved in the question and fie at your Mercy, 1 
must persuade mysel/ that your Judgment will acquit me of a disrespectful 
Trespass, and your Justice accord me the Protection | may be entitled to. 


[ have the Honor ta be, Hon'ble Sir & Sirs, 

| With infinite Respect) ete., 
FouT WILLIAM; J. Hare, 
Afay ath 1783. Sheriff. 


To Tue Hon'sLe WARREN Hastincs, Governor-General, &c,, MEMBERS OF 
THE SUPREME Councie at Fort WILLIAM. 
Hon'ble Sir, and Sirs—In my Address te your Hon'ble Board under Date 
the 18th April last, reporting the State of the several Prisons under my. Charge, 
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ditook the Liberty of faclosme an Officia] Application, which | had received 
from the Superintendant of the Police, representing “That the Wall surrounding 
the House of Correction had on the East Side fallen down, and that the 
Rest of it on the North, West and South Sides required) 4 total Repair if not 
to be rebuilt.” 

Your Hon'ble Board were pleasti) to authorize me in Consequence to put 
the Whole into proper Repair, and 1 surveyed it aceardingty with this Inten- 
tion; what remains of this Wall is cutchah-bulit of Mud, and it ts s0 old and 
decayed at present tliat the Bricks crumble at the Touch, and in some Places 
if is redticed to the Thickness of a single Brick, with many Breaches which will 
admit the Hand entirely through them: this being the case, | measured the 
Extent of the Inclosure in order to build a new Wall, not apprebending that on 
Account of the inegular outline of the Ground, a new Wall of the Height only 
of 13 Feet, would require 45, 960 solid Feet of Brick-Work, and incur an 
Expence to the Company of 16,545 Ar- Ks. During this attendance at the 
Prison with the Superintendanu!t of the Pollee, we were confounded by the 
alternate complaints and Lamentations of the Keeper, the Serjeant of the 
Guard and the Prisoners, all of whose Houses are.in the same State of Decay, 
and daily during the present Rains have been several Inches under Water: so 
that had t erected a mew Wall, a further Expence of 5 or g Thonsand Rupees. 
would Have still remained, and swelled the Disburseinent to 25 Thousand 
merely to put this Prison in tenantable Repair. 1 flatter myself that your 
hon‘ble Board will not'be dispieased at my Hesitation under these Circum- 
stances, and will allow me ta lay before-you s Measire which upon 2 mature 
Consideration, they have induced me to frame. 

The Inconvenience and Danger of Public Gaois in the Centre of a Metro- 
polis, have been long the Subject of humane gpeculation and Censure Io 
Europe; the Public Voice in all, and the Legislaure itself in. many Instances, 
have condemned and removed them, and the object has repeatedly inspired 
very noble efforts of charitable contribution. From the Stagnate Nature and 
putrid Tendency of this Climate the general Argument has.a redoubled Force 
here, and it has been an Object therefore of the Supreme Board, among the 
late many salutary Regulations which have contributed lo the Healthiness of the 
Setilement, to rebuild the great Public Gaol at a convenient! Distance from it 
The present Situation of the House of Correction appropriate to the Reception 
of the most indigent Vagrants, is in the very Weart of the Town, and a severe 
remaining nuisance in it! } trast therefore as it is ander my charge, your 
Hon'ble Board will countenance my Kepresentation, and encourage my Efforts 
to remove this Nusance by your Protection and Support; the more so, as | will 
Proceed to demonstrate haw it may be done, with an Expence only equal to the 
Xepairs | have mentioned. 
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in Order to lay this subject at one View before your Hon'ble Board, fT have 
procured from an able Architect, a Plan for a complete House of Correction, 
which 1 inclose for the Inspection of the Board together with an Elévation 
of the ‘Buildings, and a correct Estimate. of the Charge they will incur: 
the whale amounting to Ar. Ra. 47,085-4. This Prison | humbly propose to 
erect to the Esstward of the New-Gaol at Bereegy * and as the scite of the 
Old Gaol and the present House of Correction will be no longer of any public 
utility, | wish to have your Hon'ble Board's Orders to dispose of them, being 
confident that the Produce of that aale if properly attended to, added to the 
same Supply which is required to repair the House of Correction, would pro- 
duce the sum ! have mentioned, and enable me to erect a new one, in the 
completest Manner, and according to the Plan weh. is tnclosed, Should your 
Hon'ble Board consider me too sanguine In this assertion and that | may 
delude myself and altimately the Company into an Error by these Estimates, 
! can only offer. to take the Risque upon myself, to complete the whole in the 
best Manner possible and subject withal te the Inapection of the Conspany’s 
Architect; by which Measure the Company will be secured against any further 
Expence for a jong Term of Yeara, the Board will co-operate with it's general 
Efforts of salutary Improvement the Prisoners will be removed into a -Sitseation 
more congenial to Hamanity and (he Inhabitants of the Settlement will rejoice 
in the Removal of a dreadful Nutsanee. As the superintendant of the Police 
participates my charge in the House of Correction, and beam Testimony ta my 
Report of it, | consider it expedient to consult him upon the Propriety of my 
present Representation; He has authorized me to expresa respectfully his 
strongest wishes that it may be approved by the Board, particularly as he has 
been Jong desirous that the Prisoners should be employed iv some Labor within 
the Gaol, which the area of the inclosed Play is calculated commodiously to 
admit, although it has hitherto from the circumscribed crowded & irregular 
space of the Hurrumbarry been found impracticable. 

It only remains for me faithfully to assure your Hon'ble Board that the 
Terms of the inclosed Estimate and the description of the Workmanship which 
is. prefixed to tt, are exactly the same as nearly as Circumstances will admit, 
with those of the Company's Cl\ief Engineer, which having withstood the 
Serutiny, have received the Sanction of the Board of Inspection: 

| have only to add Sirs, that rather than a Measure of so temporary and 
important a Nature should be delayed a Day on Account of the present Exi- 
gencies of the Treasury, | will defray the whole Charges myseif and rest 
‘satisfied with the Company's Reimbursement at a more convenient Season— 
and | shall confide in your Hon'ble Board's issuing Orders accordingly, 

| : ————— 
* Diki Birjee 





oni been tie phasis ta ba deal 





Forr Witiam: J. Hare, 
August 20th 1782, Sherif, 


An Account of the work and particular: Quality of the Materials to be 
ret in building a new House of Correction according to the Plan and Section 
herewith. stiliitted to the Hon'ble the Governor-General and Council, 

‘The whole to be built with eleven-Inch Bricks compietely burnt. ‘The 
Buildings and Wall to be of the several Heights and Lengths specified In the 
above Plan and Section. 





The Cement for the whole to be composed of the best chunam Red- 


Soorkey and Red-Sand, in the preparing of which the follawing Proportion are 
to Be used viz. One Ferrah or Measure of fine sifted-chunam One Ferrah or 
Measure of fine Screened-Soorkey and One Ferrah or Measure of clean Red- 


Sand. ‘These different Proportions of Mortar are all to be well mixed together 
and thoranghly beat the Day before it is used, when it is again to be well 

ipered, and 3 Seers of good dry Jagery dissolved In Water are then to be 
added to every Ferrah of Chanam weh. is throughout understood to contain one. 





Maond, The walle to be built and plaistered in Imitation of stone work, the Plais- 


ter for both sides to be contposed of one Férrah of Fine sifted chunam or one 
Ferrah of clean Red-Sand; the whole to be well incorporated together, and 


thoroughly beat and tempered for 3 days before it is used; at the last tempering 
g Seers of good dry Jaggry dissolved in walter is to be added to each Ferrah 
of Chunam. This Plaister is to be laid on in the best Manner, of fine coal 
of chunam is to cover the Plaister- 

‘The Locks and Hinges for the Doors are to be the best and strongest 
which can he procured in Calcutta. 


“The Beatns, Doors and Windows, are to be painted of any Color directed 


by the Company's Agent. The whole to be completed in the best, most sub- 
stantial and Workmanlike Manner. possible, and under the Direction of the 


Company's Archetect ot such other Person as the Board may he pleased to 


appoint. 


Fort WILLIAM: ' 
August aotaA 1752... i 




















ate of the Expence of Building a House of Correcti according to 
the Plan submitted: to the Hon'ble the yp Suprene: Cua, 
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Fort WitLiam, 47.085 i 
August 2oth 1782. - 
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= XVI. 
To Tre Hon'ste Warren HASTINGS, Esgr,, Governor-General, &CA. 
CoUNCIL OF Revenue at Forr Wittsant. 
Hoy'BLe Sin, & Sins—lIni (ibadience to your. Orders transmitted to: us: by 
’ r your Seeretary, we directed the Callector for the 
Ras, Conran. Town of Calcutta to measure the Ground ocenpied. 
by the Horropburry, he hes informed us'that it contains 4 Begahs 13 Cattahs, 
according to the Value of Ground in such Situation it is estimated at 290 Sicca. 
Rupees P. Cottah; the Amount of the whole will be 18,600: Rupees, 


We are with Respect, ete., 
CALCUTTA ( j. SHORE. 
25th November 1782: ) Cx, CROFTES., 


XVIL 


‘To THe HOn'sLe WARREN HastTiNGS, Governor-General, &CA, 

Memupers OF THE Supreme Councn. of Fort WILLA, 
‘Hon'ste Sir & Sins,—We had the honor to lay before you: a Report of 
the Callector of the Town of Calcutta regarding the quantity and vatue of Mie 

the Ground:now occupied by the House of Cor?ection called the Herringberr) 
in this Report the yalue ol the Ground was estimated at goo Sicea Rupees P, 
Cottah which from a consideration of half the Ground being covered by'a deep 
Tank we are of opinion ls too high from which circumstances we beg leave to. 
observe that the quantity of the whole Ground including the Tank would be 

fairly valued at 150 Sicca Rupees P. Cottah. 

fo reply to your Secretarys Letter of yesterday's date we have the honor, 
to acquaint you that for similar reasons we consider the value of the Ground 
occupied by the old Jail should be estimated at the game rite and the whole 
gnsisis of nearly a Bigahs and it Cottahs including the Tank & other 








broken ground. ) 
; We liave the honor, ete, 
Fort Winans: \ Sami. CHARTERS, 
The 20th December 1782, ) Cx. CROVTES, 


XVIE. 
Td Tne HONOURABLE THE GOVERNOR-GeNaRAL AND COUNCIL, &c., ke, &c. 
‘Sme5,—The new Gaol being ready for the Reception of Prisoners, and 
the old cone in a State likely to eudanger the Lives of the unfortunate 
confined there, You will le pleased, (when you shall see meet and approve) to 
Issue Stich Orders, as may enable me to make the necessary Removal, 


| — 
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I presume farther to inform you the Propriety of whitewashing the Inside 
of the New Prison, and that there are, & have been for some time. six french 
Prisoners therein. 1 have the Honour to be, with the most profound Repect, 

Sirs, etc., 
CALCUTTA :: ; JeRen, CHURCH, 
azih Febry, 1783. Sheriff, 
XIX, 
James PETER AvURIOL Esor,, Seery, ForT Wiliam. 

5ik,—In Conformity with your letter of the c7th Ultimo, I have the Honor 
to enclose a special Bond for Performance of Mr, Hare's Agreement for Build 
ing a wew Harronbarry at Bereegy' executed by myself and by Mr. Henry- 
scott as Security, 

CALCUTTA | t 


Tie st Marek 1783. 


lam Sir, ete, 
JOHN PRINSEP. 
aX. 
Extract from the Public Proceedings of the Governor-General and 
Council, 5th April 1783, 

Mr. Hare, the late Sheriff having received our orders to repair the Hurron- 
barry of House of Correction in Caleutla, at the same time,—we authorised. 
him to erect a proper wall round the New Jail, reported to us the decayed state 
of the buildings and wall which required 4 thorough repair, that he estimated 
the expence at 25,000 rupees. At the same time he proposed the erection: of 
the New Jail and adjoining to it, by which a nuisance would be removed from 
the centre of the town, anda more dirable accommodation established in its 
room, 45. he offered to repair the old one, and to receive the sum in Company's 
interest notes, provided that the ground of the-Old Gaol oid the Old Hurron- 
barry should be given up to him, which, upen a valuation made by the Com- 
mittee of Revenue was reported, at 150 rupees per cotta, to be worth Sieca 
Rupees 21,600, and this proposal appearing to the Governor-General to he an. 
eligibleone, * * © * *# 

XX, 
TO Wittiam Busney, Esg., Seeretary To THE HONBLE THE 
BOARD OF INSPECTION. 

‘Stk,—The Hon'ble the Governor-General and Counell liaving referred an 
Account of the Ballance due to me in Consequence of their Ordera to baild a 
hew Wall round the Gaol, to the oF Inspection where that Business did 

* Diti Bixee. 











nite; Ht ix proper as J am obliged to leave Rengal, ‘to make ‘you 
amt with same Particulars of it, which are known attly to the Secretary 
to the General Department, who issued those Orders to-me: 

Being apprized of an Account delivered Into your Borrd |i the Year 5778 
by | the Chief Engineer specifying the Dishursement actually inéurred by 199 
Solid Feet of Brick Work, of the best Materials and Workmanship, amounting 
to 36Ar, Rs. P, °/, and that the Hon'ble Board Investigated & approved that 
Account : t' desired Mer, Lyon to draw out for me an Estimate of my proposed 
Work, which he secordingly did: thia Estimate was forme: apon the Chief- 
Engineer's, and included the Amount of the Disbursement and Commission 
allowed by the Board upon it of 15. P. cent.. making in the whole Ar. 
Rs. 41-fa..5p. instead of q6:Ar. Re: P_ too Solid Feet and +5 per cent. com 
mission: weh. are equal toit. This original Estimate the Ground Work of my 
Proposal ts inclosed No 1—Previons to my ging itinte the akayhi | was kta 
it. units Practice 
nt ect el Couikileston, in his Eatimate,—tat ba confine it- to the laeaiae 
onty, ani ean his Wek was finished to charge his Commission apon the 
amount of his wpproved Estimate. This will appear by the inclosed Papers 
No. 2 & 3. the former ‘being « Copy of oné of his Estiniales as delivered to 
athe Board, (from weh. mine was transcribed) the other an attested Capy of his. 
Bill for making the Compound ef the New Gaol, charging the Hrick Work 46: 
Ar. Rs. and an advance opon this disbursement of 15 P. cent—In the same 
Form as my account before the Board, To mark more strongly my Caution 
and uniformity in this Transaction | beg Leave to mention that when the Board 
in the general Department took the Subject of my first Letter into their -Consi- 
deration, Mr. Aurioi the ‘Secretary at my particular Request favored me with 
at intmediate Intimation of their Pleasure, ordering me to deliver in an Esti. 
mate, I returned on the same Paper an answer importing that my Terms would 
nécessarily be regulated by the Price allowed by the Board for the former Wall 
built hy the Chiel-Engineer, this reaching Mr, Auriol before the Council rose, 
he mentioned it-there, andwrote me in Pencil on the same Nota dhat ff tees 
agreed fo = this original Voucher ia tikewise inclosed, No. 4. 

I you sould Inepeet Sir the remaining Paper inclosed No. § you will find it 
to bea copy of the Chief Engineer's Estimate of tou Feet of Brick, and that 
the colixteral Memorandums ino my M. S. 5S. contain the Price paid for the 
Materials employed in. lke Company's Work executed by me, and 1 declare the 
account to he» faithful one 











fam Sir, etc, 


Forr Witton ' }, Hane, 


Aprtl.szad 178}. 


Fr 
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AXIL 
Selections from the Calcutta Gasettes, Vol, /. P. 292. 


Taurspav, Decemsea 11TH, 1788, Plan of a Lottery submitted to the 
Public, consisting of six valuable prizes * * * # & & 





SECOND Prize. 


A Piece of Ground known by the name of Hurring Berry, immediately 
adjoining the north of the Bazar, in front of the Public Road leading ta Chit- 
pore, comprehending four biggaha and thirteen cottahs of ground, on which 
there are thirty pucka Godowns erected on the east side for a General Grain 
market, valued at 39,000. 


History of the Calcutta WMadrassa. 





ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MADRASSA AND OBJECTS 
OF ITS FOUNDATION, 


HE earliest educational institution established by the Hon'ble East India 

Company Jor the education of the people of this country. is the Calcutta 

Mailrasea, andl (he earliest record regarding the Calcutta Madrassa is a Minute 
by Warren Hastings, dated the 17th April 1781.* 

In this be informs the Board that in September 1780 he had been waited 
Wpon by certain Massulmans of “credit and fearing; who. begged that ad- 
vantage be taken of the presence of one Mujeed-ood-deen, a stranger among 
them, who was known to be possessed of considerable erudition, to open a 
school for “the instruction of young students in Mahomedan Law and in 
auch other Sciences as are taught in the Mahomedan Schools, for which he 
was represented to be uncommonly qualified.” The petitioners said that such 
an institution was raquired for training candidates for “the numerous offices 
of the Government, which required men of improved abilities te fill,” and 
particularly as “care had been’ occasionally observed ta select men of the 
first eminence in the Science of jurisprudence as Judges in the Criminal, and 
Assessors in thie Civil, Courts of Judicature.” Lastly, the petitioners alleged 
asa reason for going to the Governor-General “the belief which generally 
prevailed that men so accomplished usualiy met with a distinguished reception 
from himsetl,” an: allusion to his patronage of letters, the bare truthfulness of 
which removes from it all appearance of compliment or flattery. Accordingly, 
Mujeed-ood-deen was engaged in October 1780, and set up a. school, the 
expenses of which were paid out of the Governor General's private purse. 
At Grst.a house had tobe hired, and the monthly cost was for :— 


Preceptor (Mujeed-ood-ieen) al -- RS 300 
40 Scholars from 7 ta 5 Rs. =) ws) 
Sweeper ald : nie real yg 3 
House-rent ... “es _ ee f°: | 


TOTAL RS. 625 





® For ‘he full text. of the Minute, see Public Consultations, 17th April 1731, No. 6, teproduned 


it Appendia 
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Subsequently Warren Hastings purchased a piece of ground for the erection 
‘of @ -atitable building “near the Baitakhanal" jn 4 juiatter of the town 
sallod Paihlapookur for sicea Rupees 5,641, He continsed defraying the cost 


‘| 


of the establishment from October 1780 till April 178: when he lirooght to 
the note of the Board the measures which he tind adapted far pro~ 
viding 4 oursery of Muhammadan Law Officera and: Judges for the service of 
the Government tt wes then (April r781) that he proposed that Government 
should tuke ‘upon itself the further #upport of the Madrasts and that on the 
land) yoipchaeel by chim in “ Puddspookur” a house should be built_at an: . 
| aggregate expense of Rs: 51.000. Although these proposals were approved 
by. the Board and recommended by them tu the Court of Directors, no 
assiguinent from the Public Reverie for the maintesance of the Madressa 
was ordered ull April 1783, down to which period Warren Hastings 
kept iup at his private cost. Ip thal year he submitted ta the Board” an 
atcount nf the money thus dishursed by him, and obtained an order on the 
: Treastiry tor Rs. 15,297 for its repayment, with Re si64¢ for the land taken 
. up for the © Mudrussa Buildings" “The Boar! at the same tlme ordered the 
. appropriation of the rents of lantls in certain monzals in the 24.Pergannahs, 
| amqonting fo Rs; 4,200 per mensem for the future malitenanom of the 
Madrassa and reported their proceedings to the Court fn the following extract, 
| Public Despateh, dated esth July t782—“a0. The Madrasea or College for 
the promotion of oriental learning whieh was established by our resolution: of 
the 16th April e781, having been placed upon a proper and regelar footing and 
the Tnuilclings for that purpose: completed we have assigned the tevente of 
certain villages in the neighbourhood, amounting ta Rs. 1900 per mensem 
for its aupport and have yo Woubt that jt will be found fully to answer the end 
of ile dnstitution." | 
- In, the year +785 in which Warren Hastings retired from Bengal he 
‘wrote another Minutet In whieh he enters ‘into # further ézposition of the 
purposcs for which he had founded the Madrassa, 1t had, he says, been 
deemed ‘expedient on maxims of sound polloy to contintie the administration 
of the Criminal Courts of Judiedtere and many of the. moat important 
branches of tie Police in the hands of Mahomedan Officers But, for 
the dae folfilment of the. duties attached to them, nol only nattral talent 
but also considerably altainments in the Persian and Arabic languages; and an 
extensive knowledge of the complicated system of laws Tounded on. the tenets 
Ss ofthe Mahomedan retiyion, were required | and this species of learning had for 
someting past béet on the decline. “Since the management of the reverie _ 
* See Potitic Comsatithone Noe sy Jisne 9, 1783, repretioed tm Full in Apponitix B. 
‘Ai ee fall teat of the Alinwes, ate Revere Consaltations anst fromary t7%s reproduned ln 
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has heen taken into our own hands, it has chiefly been carried om by the English 
servants of the Company, and by the: Mindoos, who, from their education and 
habits of diligence and frugality possess great advantages over the Mahomedans 
ie affairs of finance and account" With the decay of the wealth and 

portance of Mahomedan families in the province, became diminished year: by 
year Seheir means of giving their sons the education. which fitted them for 
responsible and lucrative offices'in the state, To restore the chances iy their 
favour, the Governor-General, after establishing the Madrassa, had obtained 
the consent of the Board to alienate the rents of certain mouzahs in the 24- 
Pergunnahs from the general revenves, for appropriation towards the perpetual 
maintenance of the institution and its endowment forever. The lands 
themselves were placed under the direct management of the 24-Pergunnalis ; 
but the Governor General did not approve of the arrangement, and he 
proposed >— 

(t)} That a sunnnud of towleat or guardianship to the establishment, with 
‘the lands annexed to it, be issued in the name of the present Superior 
" Mahomed Sliey-di-deen”*® to continue during the pleasure of Government, 
the succession to be at the disposal of the Governor-General in Council, 

fz) That the lands appropriated for the maintenance of the Madrassa be 
delivered over to the charge of the sald Soperior or Guardian, and their jumma 
separated from the public revenue. 

(3) ‘That all charges on account of the Madrassa be defrayed by the 
Superior in consideration of his obtaining the lands, anid that the Committee 
fof Revenue] be not required to incur further charges on this account. 

(4) That-the Superior submit to the Committee of Revenue a monthly 
feport of the number of pupils and the salaries paid to them, 

(s) And that a member of the Committee of Revenue visit the Madrasss 
every three months or oftener, to see that every thing isin order, 

To all these suggestions the Board agreed, and moreover directed that a 
tecommendation be addressed to the Naib Nazim,t+ that on the occurrence of 
vacancies in the fourdarry courts, they should be filled up by students of the 
Madrassa who had obtained certificates of qualification, 

The Committee therefore placed the collections of the mahal under the 
immediate supervision of the Superior; Mujeed-ood-deen, and instructed the 


Collector accordingly.} 





MADRASSA MAHAL. | 
Maiirassa Mahal is frequently mentioned in the early records regarding 
the Marrassa, and it is worth while enquiring whether, as the ante 


© A inistake for Moujred-cod-dieer, 
} Revedue Consulintiven, mth Aug. 1786, No. go, (Cons grd). 
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implies; any such endowment as Warren Hastings really contemplated ever 
took place. There is the clearest evidence to show. that both the Governor. 
General and the Members of the Government at the tine fully intended that 
the Madrassa should derive its revenues directly from land, and that, in some 
way or other aot absolutely defined by any of them, the appropriation of such 
land should be an inalienable investment: But (his purpose was never curried 
out, and the Madrassa Malial, except for a few years that it continued under 
the management of the head Moulvi, long ceased to have any connexion with 
the institution. The following particulars are obtained from a Minute* written in 
tig by Mr. Salmon, then Member of the Board. of Reyenue, after a diligent 
search atnong the records of the Board's office. As already mentioned, Warren 
Hastings, in April 1781, laid before his colleagy esa plan for the establishment 
of a” Seminary of Mahumedan literature," and- immediately after the Com- 
mittee af Revenue were, at his instance, moved to mark off certain lands in 
the pergunnah of Caicutta, which were to be set aside for the support of the 
institution, and were on that account to be left out in the settlement of the 
whole pergunnali. The list of these lands comprised '53 mouzahs°and kis- 
“mmuts of the khas mebals of the pergunnah Calcutta, and detailed the jumma 
‘of each, exhibiting a total of rupees 36,028 (caving out fractions) whereof 
“rupees 25,142 were actual or forthcoming assets and thé remainder either hope. 
“tess or doubtful.” The Conmitttee ordered that “ these lands be struck out 
"of the khas mehal of Calcutta Pergunnali, that a reduction of the said 
“ jimma being rupees 29,142 be made in the jumma of the farm, and that 
“Mr. Touchet (the Collector) be directed to send some person to take charge 
“of the revenue of these lands until the Governor-General in) Council shall 
"have passed some order respecting: them.” But no order appears until June 
1782, when the then Secretary, Mr. J.P, Auriol writes thas to the Committee of 
Revenue: “A Mudrassa or College for the study of the Mahomedan Laws and 
Sciences having been established by the Hon'ble the Governor-General with the 
authority, of the Hoard, 1 am. directed te signify the same to you to deliver 
over to your charge the kowallahs taken from the persons from whom the several 
parcels of land have been purchased on which the College is erected, and te 
convey to you the orders of the Hun'ble the Governor-General in Council that 
you assign the rents of one ot more mouzahs or villages In the heigl Lourhood 
al the place for meeting the expense of this establishment amounting 1.200 
sicca rupees per month, and regulate the mode of collection and payment of 
the same insuch manner as to fix and ascertain the amount and périod of 
recript, and prevent any future abuses of one of inisappropriation of the other, 
This revenue is to be apphed to the support of the College from the tst in. 
stant,” [Juni 178a.| 


* Revenue Consultations, syed July tt, Now. bi-2z. 
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Mr. Salmon'a narrative here breaks off, for the nest incident he 
mentions is in 17990, omitting the orders recited before, almost tho last of 
his administration, issued’ in #785 by Warren Hastings for placing the 
Madrasaa Mahal under the direct management of the Superior, The 
arrangement was found to be so unsatisfactory within three years that it had to 
be set aside.” Maulvie Majeed-ood-deen was not aman of business, so far as 
the supervision of a landed estate was concerned, and the revenue. collections 
fell off considerably. An “Ameen” was appointed to look after them. This 
officer elsewhere called Mootawallee, seems to have possessed extensive 
functions, besides thr control and supervision of the Madrassa. property, He 
was charged with the preservation of the discipline of the College; he had 
& material yoice in regulating admissions; he had the power of pranting 
leave; in fact, his authority always independent of the teachers, left them 
but seant respect in the eyes of their pupils exenpt during the hours. of actual 
instruction, The management) proved a failure, financialas well as administra- 
tive. The collections did not improve, although the lands were let out to farm; 
and the preceptor and his pupils could not obtain their salaries. The divided 
government was found ineonsistent with order, and John Shore [afterwards 
Baron Teignoouth), then President of the Board of Revenue, was pbliged to 
deprive the Ameen of fis office, and assume the control of the money 
uffairs of the institution into lis own hands, leaving its interior economy 
to the preceptar, 

Mr. Salmon's atcount may now be resumed, According to him, in 
consequence of the proved incapacity of the precuptor and ameen (or 
‘sezawnl” as he is here called) to manage the estate, the Board of Revenue 
im 1790 recommended that. it should be re-annexed to the Collectorship of 
24-Pergatias; that the Collector should ascertain what jumma it might be 
equitable to fix on the lands, and that they should then he sold subject to 
such assessment, and “that the amount of such assessed revenue should be 
appropriated to the use of the Mudrussa." The Government agreed, but at 
the same time said that “the jummadf the lands being appropriated in this 
manocer, it was not necessary to include it in the account settlement of the 
district, but that the feyenue be remitted as it may be received to the Sub- 
Treuaurer for the benefit of the Mudrussa.! No assesement took place, but 
the Madrassa Mahal seems to have been under direct management until 1795, 
when Raja Iswar Chandra Roy, Zeminder of Nuddea, asserted his claim to 
the proprictary right of the Madrassa Jands. A special enquiry was instituted, 
the result of which was that, in 1800, they were made over to-him at an 
annual Government rental of Ra. 24,870. Neither in 1795, when the Raja 
asserted hia title to the Madrassa lands, nor in tboo, when they were 
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transferred to him, was any application made to Government respecting the 
funds of the tmstitution "which had undergone so many alterations and 
ultimately alienations”; and since 1800, as Mr. Salmon says, it received an 
allowance from the Treasury exclusively as a “money pension from the 
Government." 

It has been deemed expedient to enter into this minute history’ of 
the Madrassa Mahal, as certain reforms in the studies and constitution of 
the College were formerly resisted on the ground that it had received an 
“endowment” fora specific abject. There. is nothing to show that ® the lands 
assigned to constitute the Mudrussa Mebal were formally bestowed as an 
endowment, or that Government after the surrender of the proprietary right 
in them to the Rajah of Nuddea in 1795, ever fixed any precise sum by way 
of commutation or of annual allowance for the institution,” Mr, Salmon writing 
in 1819 concludes that “the lands were never formally endowed, and that the 
provision made was rather a temporary assignment on their revenues than 
any grant of property, and it ix clearly shown by the Treasury memorandum 
(then before him) that even such assignment has long since ceased, and that 
the jumma of the Mehal is catried to the credit of the public rental in common 
with the revenue of the 24-Perganasand the dishursements of the institution 
are charged with the pensions and charitable allowances as a Government 
charge,” 

SUCCESSIVE REFORMS. 

in 1791, an enquiry condocted under the orders of the Board of 
Revenue disclosed very culpable mismanagement on the part of the Maulvi, 
Mr, Chapman visited the Madrassa and found it in 1a wretched gtate of filth 
and disorder.* There were scholars nominally on the rolls who attended only 
when psy time came round, and who learned almost nothing. As an incident 
of College fife in the Madrassa in those days, it is mentioned that during a 
Mahomedan festival: 2 number of students committed a daring burglary in 
the house of one of the principal inhabitants of the city, Under the advice of 
the Board, the Governor-General, Lord Cornwallis, removed Mujeed-ood-deen 
from the post of preceptor and appointed Mohamad Ista in his place: A 
Committee was appointed to superintend the affairs of the college, consisting 
of -— 

1. The President of the Board of Revenue—President, 
a. Persian Translator ey, 
j- Preparer of Reports } embers. 

The first Madrassa Committee was composed of Messrs. T. Graham, G. F. 

Cherry, and C. G. Meyer, A code of rules was laid down In which the 
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Committee were enjoined to visit the college once in every two months or 
oftener, and exercise a proper vigilance over the conduct of the Preceptor ; 
the Preceptor was to be appointed by the Governor-General in Council, and to 
be removed only by His Excellency on proof of tneapacity or misconduct; the 
Committee to nominate and to remove under-teachers at their discretion; 
under-teachers were placed under the: Freceptor, to whom they were to pay 
implicit obedience; he was to make all promotions from class to class: and 
the first class was to be specially instructed by him; he only was to inflict 
punishment on the pupils, by curtailing their allowances, or by expulsion. 
Those who were qualified, particularly in law, were to be appointed to the 
‘Civil and Criminal Courts. No student was allowed to remain on the establish. 
ment for a longer term:than-seven years. The studies prescribed were -— 
1. Natural Philosophy. 

Law. 
Astronomy. 
Geometry. 
Arithmetic. 
Logic. 
Rhetoric, 
Grammar 

M The khuteeh or reader of the Koran anda mowazzin ot crier, shall regularly 
attend at the Moudrussa, that the students may dally perform such acts of 
religions worship as are prescribed by the rules of the Mahomedan faith," 
Every Friday was set apart for religious worship and purification. ‘The charges 
on account of the establishment were to be paid from the Treasury, and 





ip mex ne 
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Asif to mark as.strongly as possible the religious character of the institu. 
tion; the public accounts bear entries of expenses attending the celebration 
of the [d-tuz-zuha and [d-ul-fity, passed by the Governor-General in Council.* 
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INTRODUCTION OF EUROPEAN SUPERVISION. 
The Madrassa| Committee after the introduction of the last reforms, 





which imparted to the College a more decidedly Mahomedan character than it 
had ever worn since its foundation, became convinced that it required European 
superintendence.* After describing the duties and privileges which in the 
government of the College belonged to the office of Ameen, and the reasons 
which induced Sir John Shore in 1788 to abolish it, the Committee said that 
this measare threw into the hands of the Preceptor a much larger share of 
atithority than should properly belong to him) that he was virtually absolute in 
the management of the Madrassa; and that the Committee possessed no means 
of keeping themselyes informed of any possible acts of oppression or injustice 
on his part and that of his assistants, or of applying remedies against them. 
They, therefore, recommended that a European Secretary should be appointed, 
"His duty would be to visit lnstitution from day to day, to inspect the conduct 
of all its details, to communicate with the students as well as the teachers, to 
assembie the Committee on all necessary occasions, to keep a record of their 
procesdings, lo see their resolutions carried Into effect, and to propose the 
introduction of such measures of improvement as experience and observation 
might happen to suggest. IWiether these iaprovements ought or ought mot to 
embrace the future mitroduction af Europedn Science ts a@ question which 
Govrnment alone can decide: but on the hypothesis of its exclusion ample 
room will be left for Improving the Oriental system of instraction which is 
known by those conversant in the subject to delight in surrounding with 
unnecessary difficulties the attainment of the ends proposed by itsell." The 
Governor-General, Marquis of Hastings, was fully alive to the importance of the 
views expressed by the Committee, but doubted whether the funds of the 
College would: afford the salary of a Secretary without at the same time 
“encroaching on the just claims of the mative community connected with the 
Mudrusea”; and also wished te be furnished witha well-considered report on 
the relorms which were thought desirable. His Lordship said: ‘Your Cam- 
mittee justly intimate the necessity of avoiding everything that might shock the 
sentiments of the people, and the consequent expediency of Proceeding gradu. 
ally in the course of reform, The Governor-General in Council would, however, 
by no means wish to restrain your Committee from. the gradual! introduction of 
Etiropean Science, although it would, of course, be inexpedient to supersede a 
system which age has rendered venerable, and the defects of which we can 
scarcely expect to be recognized until the means of communicating. correct 
opinions shall be better matured,” 
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The Comoiittee answered in an elaborate report” showing fully that the 
intention of Government was to have endowed the Madrassa with lands 
yieiding an annual rental of Rupees 30,000; that although this object was 
never carried out, and the expenses of the Madraeaa were thrown aa a direct 
charget on the Treasury, the Government was bound by its original intention, 
and that an assigament of revenue should be made fully equal to that which 
would have been derived from the lands at one time marked out for appropria- 
tion asthe Madrassa Mahal. The Governor-General was satisfied of the justice 
of this demand, and the sum of rupees 20,000 per anqum waa fixed for the 
future support of the Madrassa. The Committee were allowed a Secretary to 
assist them in suggesting reforms; at the same time they were enjoined 
“great caution and discretion" as to the degree of interference which he 
was to exercise in the internal affairs of the institution, The first Secretary 
appointed by the Governor-General was Captain Irvine, of the gth Native 
Infantry, on a salary of Rupees 300 per mensem in sildition to his pay and 
allowances; the selection being due to the Governor-General’s. opinion that 
from his previous habits and studies, he possessed qualifications that peculiarly 
fitted him for aiding the Committee in the task which they had proposed to 
themselves, No report was, however, made to Governnient of the teforms 
which the Committee had in view. 

But im Septetiber 1820,. they sent up apparently, as an instalment 
of the scheme, a set of supplementary roles, which were approved by the 
Governor-General. An abstract of them is subjoimed. Lectures were to be 
given on every day of the week, except Friday; hours of lecture to be from 
8 in the moming Hills in the alternoon ; the several classes of students to be 
distributed among the preceptors in several departments; quarterly reports 
of the progress of the stveral classes to be made to the Governor-General 
through the Secretary; half yearly examinations to take place, both. of 
students and of candidates for admission, and to be held publicly: various 
prizes, from 12 to fo0 rupees each, to be awarded to students at the priicipal 
examination in January; smaller prizes and honorary dresses to be awarded 
for general good conduct; the most distinguished scholars, mot on the 
foundation, as well those on the [oundatidn, to succeed to vacancies ip 
the public service according to merit, and to have equal prizes awarded to 
them; leave of absence, mall cases; restricted to two months in the year: 
mode of admission to be hiv application in wriling ; no person to continue 
in the Madrassa beyond the age of twenty-eight years. 
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‘The. first public examination, in accordance. with these roles, was held 
atthe Town Hall, on the 15th August 18ai.* The Committee experienced 
considerable difficulty in overcoming opposition on the part of the preceptors, 
as well as of the pupils, to an open ordeal of the kind, It was quite natural 
that they should be averse to it. They were dependent on the head Moulvi 
for all they had; the teachers for favour and kind. treatment, and the scholars 
for salaries and promotion. A. public exhibition of the attainments of the 
latter would interfere with his exercise of private nepotism which jt was their 
united mterest to uphold. But the Committes were firm and had their way. 
At the second annual examination, held on the 6th June 1822,t the visitors 
present were the Reverend Mr. Thomason, Dr. H. H. Wilson, Mr, H. T. Prinsep, 
the Law officers of the Sudder Dewany Adalat and other Indians. ‘The results 
ay both occasions were considered by the Governor-General to. be quite 
satisfactory. The system of jealous execlusiveness with which the Macirassa 
had hitherto been) guarded was broken down : and the Committee felt them- 
éelves strong enough to introduce other innovations calculated to ensure 
the accomplishment of their objects. They wanted to select “a better class 


of books in certain branches of science than that which constituted the then 


existing course of study,” and they hoped thereby to ‘/ direct the labour of the 
students in channels more likely to be useful to themselves and the State.” 
The Government had no objection, but as usual, recommended caution and 


conciliation, In the teport of the third annual examination the Committee 


further developed their plans. They discussed the question of (1) establishing 
an elementary schoo! at the Presidency for preparing younger pupils for 
the Madrassa; (2) of elementary schools all over the country, with jaigirs or 
scholarships attached to them as rewards for learning and industry; (3) the 


law officer, pergunnah quazee, sudder ameen and moonsifl” to the qualified 
students of the Madrassa ; (4) the preparation of a Persian translation of the 
Government Regulations. | 

Lord Hastings retired in January +823, and his temporary successor, 
Mr. John Adam, then Senior Member of the Governor General's Council, 
distinguished himself by-at last initiating a body—a sort of Honourary Réard— 
to carry out the policy intended by the framers of the Educational clanse in 
the Charter of 181g. Influenced by Mr. Holt Mackenzie; the author of the 
first note on Education. Mr. Adam ‘appointed a General Committee of Pubtic 
Insiruction.t 
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The proposals of the Madrasea Committer were referred to it for ¢onsi- 
deration, From this time, and so long as the General Committee continued in 
existence, the affairs of the Madrassa were managed through a Sub-Committee, 
‘assisted by a Secretary. 

In the furtherance of their work in the Madrassa, the. Committes felt 
themselves powerless without the constant presence of an ally in the midst 
of the Moulvies themselves, arid they chose Hafez Ahmed Kubeer to be agsiatant 
to the Secretary (Dr, Lameden) whose antecedents and disposition qualified 
him for giving them very valuable co-operation. He had for twelve years 
filled the “responsible office of Khutech,” and was both a gentleman and a 
acholar.® Placed in the midst of men who knew for what purpose he owas 
thrust among them. and who cordially divtiked tim on that account, he managed 
them with tact and temper. Dr. Lumaden speaks repeatedly of the services 
of the Halex in assisting: in the introduction of reforms into the Madrasa, 
and of the‘estimation in which, although disliked at first by his colleapues 
fn the College, he was held by the Mahomedan community outside, His 
salary ws Ameen was Rs 100 per month, Dr, Lamaden’s. salary in r82a was 
raised from Rupees goo to Rupees sho per month. 
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In Consequence of the unbhealthiness of the original site of the 
Madrassa buiiding,* and its affording to the students great facilities and tempta- 
tlois to dissipation, (he Government resolved, in June (S23, to construct a new 
College in a moce suitable locality known as Colingaht, and occupied chiefly 
by Mahomedans. For this purpose the sum of Rupees 140,537 Waa sanctioned 
for the purchase of the ground and the erection of a new College building. 
The foundation stone was laid on the 1gth July 2824, and the establishment 
moved into it in August t827.. Charles Lushingtony thus writes in +824 about 
the old building of the Madrassa :— 

“The building, hitherto occupied by the Madrassa, bring very much out 
of repair, and heing also extremely confined, and placed not-only in an un- 
healthy spot, but in a part of the -city which afforded to the students great 
facilities and temptations to dissipation, immorality and idleness, the Govern- 
ment in consequence, resolved to construct a new College in a more suitable 
situation. A plan of a building nearly similar to that of the. Hindoo College 
(eee illustration facing this page) has been adopted, and the sum of 
Rupees 140,537 appropriated for ihe erection of the edifice and the purchase 
of the ground on which it is to stand, a portion of the expense: being defrayed 
by the sale of the old premises. The site chosen is in a quarter of the town 
denominated Kalunga, which is tenanted by that class of people to whom the 
professors and students of the Madrassa belong, and in the proximity of the 
great body of Mussaiman population, Besides aecommodation for the Callege, 
the new buildings will provide for the Mussalman School about to be founded, 

The foundation stone of the new structure was laid on the sth July 1824 
with the usual ceremonies of Free Masonry." 








* Which stool on the southern side of the prosmr Bowbarar Screet eracily aa the spot on 
which stands the bullding formerly soot prod by the eta 1a Missian af the Church of Scotland. — 
Jounded by the British im Galatta and ids vicinity, rg p. 140. - mene 
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INTRODUCTION OF ENGLISH, 

In £826, the Comrmilttas, acting wider the directions of the Governor. 
General, established an English Clas in the Madrassa: The study of English 
was to form “a regular prominent part of the system ‘of tuition, lo which 
Government "justly attached great jisportance,” and the Committee were to 
“avail themselves of any opportunity that may offer to encourage that branch 
of study," An account of this-school is already in print, and wlll be found in 


‘the Appendix (No. [) of the Papers eelating te the extadlishment of the Presi. 


dency College, publisheil as Selections fram the Records of the Bengal Govern- 


ment, No. XIV. It is deemed unneressary to reproduce here any portion of 


this account which extends from 1826 to 1851. From a statement annexed of 
the cost of establishment and number of pupils fram 1829 to tsi the following 
facts are deductible. Daring these twenty-four years 1,787 pupils were 
taught, at a cost of Rupees +,03,794, or an average annual cost of Rupees 58 
per pupil to work up to a standard scarcely equal to the present Funior Scholar- 
stip. In fact during the entice period that it was Kept up, the Bnglish Depart. 
ment of the Madrassa produced only two Junior Scholars, Abdoot Lutee!* and 
Waheedoon Nubbee. In this tespect the corresponding department of the 





~ * Newsk Abdo Loteed Bahadur C.1,E, foonder af the Malomeden Litnary Siciety, 
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sister College of Mahomed Mobsin at. Hoogly did as much, and no more, 
having likewise produced two English Junior Scholars, Mooaa All and 
Waris Ali, who are both spoken of in the Selections already referred to. 

Tt is unnecessary to go year by pear over the records of the Madrassa of this 

period, which are full of discussions on the subject of the "medias" most suitable 
for the communication of a knowledge of Western Literature and Science ta 
the Hindoos and Mahomedans. The times were full of eager and generally of 
angty controveray between the parties known respectively as "Anplicists” and 
“Vernaculariats,” the former advocating the introduction of English into all 
colleges and schools intended for the education of the Indians, and of ‘its 
study being insisted on.as the passport to their employment in every branch of 
the public service; the latter, while admitting the primary object of all Indias 
education to be the acquisition of Earopean Science, yet contending that it should 
be offered to the masa af the people through their own vernacular languages, 
In furtherance of their views the Vernacularists had influence enough te -obtain 
the sanction of Government to the translation into Bengali, Urdu and Persian 
‘of a large number of English works, which never became popular among 
the community for whom ther were intended. The extreme veal of the 
“ Angliciats" led thent, on the other hand, to measures little short of confiscation 
of the funds of «pecially endowed institutions. On the 7th March 1835 
Lord ‘Williain’ Bentinck recorded his famous resolution in. which te directed 
that “all the fonds appropriated for the purposes of education he employed 
on Enelish education alone’; that Oriental professorships should be gradually 
abolished, and that the expenditure of money on vernacular trenatations 
should at once cease. The resolution cansed extreme offence, but was counter- 
polsed by Lord Auckland's famons Minute of the 2yth November 18349, In 
whith His Lordship emphatically ruled that under existing circumstances 4 
preference would be piven in Oriental institutions to the promotion of perfect 
efficiency In Oriental instruction. This view was supported by the Court 
of Directors, in a Despatch® dated goth January (842 who euled that "the fonds 
asaigned to each Native College or Oriental Seminary should be employed 
exclusively on istruction i or In cotinexion with, that College or Seminary, 
giving a decided preference within these institutions te the promotion In the first 
instance of perfect efficiency in Oriental jnatruction.”” No changes, therefore; of 
any Importance, were introduced Into thy Madrasca betwen 1840 and 1850 whieh 
elapsed after the date af the Court's Despatch, In 1842, on the abolition of the 
General Committer,and the establiahment of the Council of Education,? the 
Madtazea Sub-Committee was done away with, sod the Secretary Jireetly corres 
ponded with the Counes! on all matter connected with the Inetitution. in 7890 
® Edgcilom Provesilings. Apel! (8c, Now. go-gt, ; 
t Reslnticn dated (oth fomuary Bye 
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the Council recommended that, instead of a Secretary, the Madrasa should have 
placed at its head a European Principal, with duties and responsibilities similar to 
those in other Colleges, with the exception of teaching a class, “The suggestion 
was adopted, and Dr. Aloys Sprenger, a well-known Arabic seholar, was 
appointed Principal. The head teacher, who had been hitherto designated as 
Principal, became Head Professor of the College. 

ORIGIN OF THE ANGLO-PERSIAN DEPARTMENT, 

In 1851 important changes were introduced into the whole of the Government 
educational establishments in Calcutta, and by-a-concourse of circumstances the 
Madrassa fell into the plan. They originated In the appointment of Dr. Sprenger 
as Principal of the Madrassa, and the reforms which he, without the concur. 
rence or authority of the Council of Education, introduced into the studies and 
discipline of the institution, A disturbance tock place. Dr. Sprenger resorted 
to the assistance of the Police. to effect the expulsion of the students who had 
openly mutinied and set his authority at defiance ; and finally a Committee of the 
Council of Education was appointed to inquire into and submit a full report on 
the causes of the misunderstanding and the measures that were necessary for 
remedying them. lt was found that the pupils objected to the discontinuance of 
the study of certain Arabic books on Physical Science, which had formed a part, 
of its cutticulum ever since its foundation, and to their being ordered to.a work 
on Natural Philosophy only in Urdoo with Mr. Lawler, the master of the Angto- 
Arabic class, The order wat felt to be a most obnoxious one, because— 

“ (t}—Of the discontinuance of Mybuzee:and Sudra. 

 (a)—OF having to substitute the philouaphy of the present day for the 

philosophy af the dark ages. 

“ (3)—OF having to read in Oordoo instead of Arabic. 

"(4}—Ol having to read Ovrdog and Philosophy with Mr. Lawler, an 

Eurasian and a Christian," L 3 

The Professors, if they did not sympathise with the students: altempted 
nothing that was in their power to allay the irritation, or to support the authority 
of the Principal, The Committee was composed of the President of the Council 
the Hon'ble J. E. D, Bethune, Messrs, F.J. Halliday and Cecil Beadon® 
and Dr, J. Forsyth. Owing to the death of the Pesident before the completion 
of the report, it was signed by the last three. It will be found printed ix full 
at Appendix Nos. 2 and 3 of the volume of Selections already referred to. After 
the disorders had been effectually quelicd, the Council entered at length into 
the consideration of the question of thoroughly reforming and re-organizing 
the Madrassa. The Minutes of the Council are to be found in the volume of 

* The Hon'ble Jotn Elliatt Drinkwater Hethuag, Cogislative Meutber ol the Gover sees General's 


Counril aad founder of tha Bethune College , Sts fulliday’ fost Licence 
Baigil oad Nis Scant Gis Gach Hea r Halliday first Lieutenant Goverioe 
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Selections, to which reference has jast been made, and their recommendations 


are embodied in the following paragraphs of a Irtter to the Government of 


Bengal, * which are hardly susceptible of analysis — 

“The present English and Anglo-Arabic- classes should be closed, and in 
their stead an Anglp-Persian Department should be organized, upon sich'a 
scale, and with such an establishment, as to afford the means of acquiring a 
thorough English education as far as the junior English scholarship standard, 
Persian should be taught simultaneously with English im this Department, for 
the following reasons -— 

“There is an objection, in all Mahomedan families; to send their children 
toschool at the early age at which Hindoo boys are to be found in our paf- 
shalas, The earliest education of the Mahomedan chili is begun in his own 
home, where, in all families of respectability, he is tanght Persian, and enough 
of Arabic te make: him fairly master of the modern composite Persian. This 
education is commnenced at 6 or 7 years of age, and is usually carried on to 
the age of 10 or 12; when those of the learned class, relations of sobolurly 
families, or persons desirous of taking rank as Moulvees, devote themselves 
chiefly to Arabic, At this age, a Mahomedan gentleman, in Bengal of the 
present day, sensible of the necessity of English for his son's success in life; 
and mot caring that he should be learned in the Arabic langmape and laws, 








will be very willing to make his son apply lrimuelf to English, if he can carry 


on atthe same time his Persian reading; which, as @ becoming and agreeable 
accomplishment, and a libera) acquirement likely to be of benwlit to the 
character, he would not forego, 

“The Mudrassa is believed to be a very fit, as it certainly is a very conve- 
nient place, in which to originate this Anglo-Persian scheme of study, It ts 
« place of learning which the Mahoovedans regard as devoted to thelr exclusive 
benefit; it is beld in great respect and repute throughout Bengal; and it is 
freely resorted te by Mahomedans [rom all parts of the Presidency, 

“In addition to English and Persian, it should contuin the means of 
instruction in Hindustanee and Hengalee, the one being the domestic language 
of the Mahomedane all over India, and the other being the Vernacular language 
of this Province. 

“The Council propose to carry in the Mudrussa the study of English 
only as far as the junior scholarship standard; that is to say, Ue standard of 
school honors. {ntelligent pupils, entering at 6 or 10 years of age, ought to be 
able to attain this standard in § or 6 years. 

"At the end of this period, the course of education In Persian, which 
is considered to be fit and becaming for a Mahomedan gentleman, will have 








® Pducatiog Proceedings, ath Oct. i853, No. gp 
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been well completed, and the pupil should make his election between the 
further prosecution of English, and devotion exclusively, or at Ieast chiefly, 
to Arabic; the simultaneous and prolonged study of the two, in the more 
advanced stages, being incompatible, IF he prefers the Arabic course, he 
will reinain in the Mudrussa: if he prefers the English course, he will 
prosecute his studies at the great Metropolitan College,* open to all classes, 
into which it is proposed, as will be explained below, that thé present Hindoo 
College should be converted," 

“The Council recommend the following changes in the Arabic Depart- 
ment of thr College -— 

“They would not oblige those who enter this department to pass through 
the Anglo-Persian department; but they woukl require of those who enter 
it, without having passed through that department, a high entrance standard 
m respect to Oriental acquirements, equal at least to what would be required 
of a boy entering the Arabic department from the Anglo-Persian department. 
In their opinion, tt is only where necessity compels it, that elementary 
instruction is properly given in-such an institution as a Government College ; 
and there is no such necessity in regard to Arabic. 

“On the other hand; the Council would allow any student in the Arabic 
department, if he pleased, to attend any particular ¢lassea fe chose in the 
great Metropolitan College. | 

“The Council would cease entirely from attempts to teach the physical 
sciences in the Arabiclanguage. If these sciences are taught from Arabic 
books, as at present, a great mass of error and absurdity is taught as if it 
were truth and reason; and, at the best, progressive sciences are taught as 
if they had trade no progress for some two thousand years. Science ought 
not, the Council hold, to be thus taught by any Government, To teach it 
otherwise in the Ambic Department, vernacular translafions of, ar compilations 


* The Council of Education evidently refers to the Hindoo Metropotitan Col The Hindoo 
Metropolitan st War a fitet-tlaw Independent Native College established yp i hen 
tamily of the Wellingtun Square. Dutts of Caicutta who hed at one time led the fashion ln the late 
metropolis, The history of ‘this institution is ota itl curions and inttroctive.. The sone of the 
better class of Hindoos were (bey educated at the Hind College. Though then « Government 
college, it had been Marted by the Hindos themselves and been taken over under conditions tia. feahe« 

ot gs a place for the education of the respectable clases of the Hinduo society. That conditic 
was. vinlated wher the bastard son of a well-known danci gitl, the famous H etre, whee f) i. 
Richardson falicitoualy called “ the indian Nightingale,” eon talesas inte the colltgw as bituders, 
The Imecldent eae miieetortan Alyete feating: lt wav teganded ae 2 deliberste-affeant to the 
satire respectability of native society. A great bac and cry was raized. The rmanapres ol the delenit 
Mg lastitatioo wer appealed to repel the boy af the danctizp girl in vain. 1 ee 
: | of the inallgmation felt that the Hinds Metropolitar Cel Petey Baal Nig pr yaa 4 
Miny, ess fe 4 paiatial mansion on the main Urorotigiare of Calenutts, Chitpur Rood. unides the cei. 
see die the greatest Auglo-ledian an af letters « the day, Captain DL. Ricksoteon end ca tu; 
7 | Ptofessors which incladed Captain Harris, Willie ‘Kirkpatrick and Wililam M e 
tes indignation of the Bengal community did rot, however, tavt, specially aa Government mde savy 
i = ‘tata i aeghae ected 4 the papular feeling, and the Wellington Square Dutts only. lost a feetune 
=— ctor aod consistency, until the ineéitutlon was cloned using the crits of 
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from, English books must be made, and a new set-of teachers must be provided. 
This may, perhaps, be found eventually desirable for the older students, who 
seek a high proficiency in the Arabic /anguage, But in English, such atric. 
tion is already available elsewhere ; and those to whom, for the present at 
least, instruction of the mature would be acceptable, are the class who, it is 
expected, will acquire the English language at any rate.” 


The establishment for carrying out these purposes was as follows :— 
ANGLO-PERSIAN DEPANTMENT, 


Head Master.,; = =A ve | Rs, 400 
Second Muster = sei uc. lg, 6pOe 
Third Master... ae me sree a 
Fourth Master pa T Lhe ii ita 
Fifth Master ... =" uh cor Bo 
Sixth Master... 7 i a} tenement 
Seventh Master at sid idee i 40 
Eighth Master i nia aks hl 70 
First Persian Teacher ane ses “08 MM rao 
Second Persian Teacher... ai Te 50 
Third Persian Teacher ... 353 mm 30 
Firat Pondlt ,., yew =: ey 
Second Pundit ee =e al 20 
Librarian = ri en “ro. 20 

Ltd 


a month or t6,.920 annually. 
“To meet this in part, there was the present oost of the English Depart. 
ment to he abolished eva :-— 


Head Master... = dive a Rsv 4250 
Second Master +1 = Sn 50 
Third Master zl se id ag 40 
Bengalee Master a A» -~ 4s 

Rs: 270 





ahd there was the allowance for the Anglo.Arabio class, in abeyance, we 
Rupees too, lesvying a balance of somewhat more than Rupees 1,090 a 
month to be provided from the Eduoation Fonds.” 

Subsidiary to the ubove schema was the establishment. as a branch to 
the Madrasea, bot in to wise affiliated to or connected with, of a schoo! in 
Colingsh, for the inetruction of the children of the lower clatses in the subjects 
proposed th be taught In the Anglo-Persian department of the College. The 

a6 
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concluding paragraphs of the letter of the Council are deserving of special 
attention :— 

"In closing this report, itimay be desirable to bring prominently to notice, 
that the Government has effectively provided, by the foundation and maintenance 
of the Sanskrit College, for the instruction of the principal classes of the Hindoo 
community in their owa literature and learned language, in like manner as it 
has provided, by the establishment of the Mudrussa or Mahomedan College, for 
the instruction of the Mahomedans in the Arabic language and literature. 

"The Hon'ble the Coutt of Directors have, by their Despatch of the 2oth 
January 184, laid it down as a permanent principle, in approval of the recam- 
mendations which were submitted to it by the Goverment of Indiu, that the 
funds assigned to these two great Institutions of Oriental learning, should be 
employed exclusively in instruction in, or in connection with, these Institutions, 
giving a decided preference to the promotion in the lirst instance of perfect 
efficiency In Oriental Instruction. 

“While the special character and objects of these important Inatitutions 
are carefully borne in mind hy the Council, it is its earnest desire so to frame the 
scheme of instruction fn them, ws. that while every facility is given for the 
cultivation of the highest Oriental learning, the pupils may also have the founda- 
tion well laid, of a kmowledge of the English language and of English litera- 
ture which may enable and induce many of them to prosecute eventually those 
inore improving atudies in the advanced classes of the General Metropolitan 
College. 

“The whole alm of the Council, in the proposals offered in the present 
report im respect to the Mahomeday College, is, while mailitaining its distine. 
live character as an elficiént ectminary of Arabic iastruction for the learned 
Classes of that community, to infuse into it the same spirit of progress, and of 
adaptation to the wants of the present time, which so honorably distinguish 
the Sanskrit College, under the muperintendence of the singularly able and en: 
hightened scholar,* under whowe care as its Principal the fatter college has the 
good fortune to be now placed. 

"Both of these are, in their nature, s#oarate or exclusive Colleges, con- 
ducted upon principles peculiar to themselves. The peculiarity of thetr 
constitution the Council would sedutously respect; bul it would seck at the 
Same time to bring them inte hurmouy and connection with the highest schireme 
of general instruction, which is devised for those who are trained only ia its 
English institutions." 

The approvalt of the Marquis of Dalhousie, then Governor of Bengal, 
was Commmusicated to the Council of Education on t t 2st October 853. 


* Paadn lowes Chandra Vidyasagar. 
1 Proceedings a7th Octobe 1853, No. rag, 
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In April i858 the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal (Sie Frederick Halliday) 
caused a fetter to be written to the Director of Public Instruction, calling 
for a special report on the Madrassa.” Je appeared to His Honour that the 
time had come for considering whether there was any advantage [n oyain- 
taining that institution any longer at the cost of the Stale, and His Hosour 
wanted to have the Director's opinion after consulting Principal William 
Nassati Deed on the gubject. Principal Lees aubmitted an elaborate cepott 
in which he revidwed the question—(1) politically, (2) educationally, and (3) 

(t) There were two courses open to the British Government for adup- 
tion towards the Mahomedaus of India, who, at first reconciled ta the British 
pawer by the policy which virtually left the administration of the country in 
their hands, éven ‘alter its subjipation by the English, hai retired Into a sullen 
discontent on: being deprived of that preference.. This was the natural result 
of the introduction of English Judges into the Criminal! Courts, the encourage= 
ment given to the study of English, the cultivation of Western literature and 
science by all classes of Indians, and the recagaition of merit salted to the 
wants of the age wherever found and by whomsorver possessed: The Hindoos 
were ready enough to accept patronage on the terme offere, and the aequiai- 
tion of knowledge through the mediumof English hail beoome with them the 
essential qualification. for-every grade of reepectability and position in’ society. 
But the Matiomedans have lwld back, and rather than séek advancement by 
methods which they looked upon (or affected to look upon) as prejadicial to 
their religion, they have gradually lost their place mm public employ and have 
sunk into poverty and neglett. If Government were to leave them alone, 
they would sink lower and: lower astil, in process of tiove, the best and most 
respectable of them would have to seek for livelifiood by service as domestic 
servants. But the proper policy of Government would be to reclaim them. 
From the condition to which they would consign themselves, and to regenerate 
them: and the means tor this purpose would be afforded by the Madrassa, 

(2) The:Arabic department tad proved a failure, The reforms in the 
moile of teaching, conlemplated by the Cguncil of Education in 1954, have not 
been carried out, chicily through the opposition of the Moulvis- themselves, 
Still it would be impoalitic to abolish the institution whieh la conserved by the 
Mahomedans as designed by Government for their owe peculiar benefice, It 
should be kept up for the special stady of the Arabic fanguage, and be called 
the "Arabic College" The Anglo-Persian Department which has thrive well 
and has exercised quile a healthy influence on the Mahomedan community 
should be kept up. 

~ © Procesdings fth April 183%, No.8g, 
? Edvcation Proceedings pith November 1858, No, 25 
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(3) The original endowment of the Madrass2 amounted to Rupees 33,000 
per annum which in $9 was raised to Rupees 33,200, The number: of pupils 
in both departments was 174, which gave an anfiual expenditure of Rupees 158 
per pupil. This was rather high, but if the object of the expenditare were 
attained, the money would be well laid out: 

In'a subscquent memorandum® Principal Lees mentioned the following as 
the obstacles in the way of the reforms intended by the Council of Education 
mn 1653 to be introduced imto the Arabic Department:—want of sufficient 
power on the part of the Principal to enforce his authority; the disingenuous 
conduct of the Head Professor; and partly the incapacity and partly the un- 
willingness of the Junior Professors to teach Arabic on the other than those 
methods by which they had themselves acquired it. 

Whereupon the Lieutenant-Governor, Sir. Frederick Halliday, recorded a 
Minute,t tn witch he recommended that the Madrassa or rather the Arable 
Department of it, should be abolished, the Anglo-Persian only being retained; 
that Arabic Professorships might instead be attached to the University or 
Arabic Chairs established in the Calcutta’ Presidency College, In these views 
the Director of Public Instruction, Mr. W. Gardon Young, concurred, and 
they were formally laid before the Government of India. That. Government 
did mot agree] but advised, instead of abolishing the Arabic Department, 
that the reforms which the Council of Education auggested in 1853 should be 
vigorousty carried out, and with this view that greater authority should be riven 
to the Principal. Therewpon the Director was requested, “in communication 
with Principal Lees to prepare a detailed plan for carrying energetically into 
effect the instructions of the Government of India The Director was 
assured “that the Lieutenant-Governor wus prepared to afford the Principal 
the fullest support in any arrangements he may think Necessary for pro- 
curing bt instruments to put the new plan into real and effective operation.” 
In 286t a Despatch was received from the Secretary of State,§ approving 
of the decision of the Supreme Government, and adding that!'as the 
icrangements now sanctioned must be considered experimental, 2 special 
report 85 to their operation and tesult must be submitted after a period not 
excecding two years from the date af the orders of July 860." This special 
report,|| although called for by the Government of India in September 1862, was 
never submitted. ‘an 





[ To de continued. | 
SS eee 
® Edocstioy Proceedings, 11th Noromber r8<8, No. iy, 
t Edccation Proceedings, 11th Novomber pAsh, No. 
£ Edvcation Procemdings, July 1850, No: -11 
} Edortion Procemlings April ti61, Nos goer. 
} Edocation Prooredings, March 1844. No, at, 
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Appendix A. 

GOVERNOR-GENERAL —In the month of September 4780, a petition was 
presented to me by a considerable number of Mussalmen of credit and learning 
whoattended in a body for that purpose praying that | would use my influence 
with a sfranges of the name of Mujid Odin who was then lately arrived at the 
Presidency to persuade him to remain there for the instruction of young 
#tudents in the Mahomedan law:and in such other sciences -as are taught in the 
Mahomedan schools for which he was represented to be uncommonly qualified. 
‘They represented that this was a favourable occasion to establish a Madrassn 
or College, and) Mujid Odin the fittest person to form and preside in it, that 
Calcutta was already become the seat of a Great Empire, and the resort of 
persons from all parts of Hindoostan and Deccan, that it had been the pride of 
every polished Court and the wisdom of every well-regulated Government both 
in Init: and Persiz to promote by such Institution the growth and extension of 
liberal knowledge, that in Indin only the traces of them wow remain, the decline 
of learning having accomplished that of the Mogul Empire, that the numerous 
offices of aur Government which required men of improved abilities to filland 
the care which had been occasionally observed ta select men of the first 
eininence im the science of jurisprudence to officiate as Judges in the Criminal 
and Assessors in the Civil Courts of Judicature, and (1 hope this addition will 
not be imputed to me as ostentation on an occasion in which the sincerity of 
what I shall hereafter propose for the Public Patronage will be hest evident by 
my own example), the bellef which generally prevailed that men so accomplish. 
ed usually met with a, distinguished reception from myself afforded them 
particular encouragement to liope that a proposal of this nature would prove 
acer:ptahle to the actual Government. 

This was the substance of the Petition which [ can only repeat from my 
memory, having mislaid the original. 

J disnissed them witha promise of complying with their wishes to the 
utmost of iny power, I sent for the man on whom they had bestowed such 
encomlums and prevalled nhim to accept of the office designed for him- 
He opesed his school at “the beginning of October and has bestowed an 
unremitted attention on {t to this time, with a success and reputation which. 
have jdstified the expectations which have been formed of it Many students 
have already finished their éducation under his instrections, and have received 
their-dismission in form and many dismissed unknown to me, The master 
supposing himself limited to a fixed monthly, sum which would not admit a 
larger nomber besides day scholars, he ‘has at this tine forty boarders mostly 
natives of these Provinces but-some sojourners from other parts of India, among 
ther: Ibad the satisfaction of secing on the last New Year's day, some who 
hadcome from the Districts of Cashmere, Guzerat and one from the Carnatic. 


at 
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1 am ussnred that the want of suitable accommodation alone prevents an 
increase of the mumber, Tor this { have lately made-a purchase of a) 
convenient piece of ground near the Boita Connah In a quarter of the town 
called Podpokur and have laid the foundation, of = square building: fora 
Madrassa constracted on the plan of similar edifices in other parts of Indig_ 

Thus far I have prosecuted the undertaking on my own means and with 
no very Uberal supplies. lam now constrained to recommend it to the Board, 
and through that channe! to the Hion'ble-Court of Directors Jor a more adequate 
and permanent endowment, 

By an estimate of the building which with « plan and elevation of it shall” 
accompany this minute, the whole cost of it will he s1000 Arcot Rs. to which 
) shall beg leave to add the price of the groumdl being sicca Rs. 6.280. The 
amount of both is Arcot Rs. §71745-2-t1. It phall) be: my care: to prevent an 
excess of this sum, which | reqtrest may be placed to the Contpany's accounts, 
and a-bond allowed me for the amount and thal | may he enabled by the 
sanction of the Board to execote this work: 

1 must likewise propose that a parcel of land may be assiened for the 
growing charge of this foundation. The present expense js-as follows -— 





‘EealLaHy 





Rs, A. P. 

The Preeepter per month A, “re oe 900 8 oO 
40 schislars from Rs.7 to 4 per mon Tan us | 22 OO oo 
A sweeper TT ca ei ts 3°90 «Oo 
Hotise rent Ky -. caw uo 100 © 6 
Sitoa Rs. -. 625 © © 





The day scholars pay nothing: tn the preparation of the above ‘expense 
an establishment of roo scholars may be estimated at Ra, 1o¢0 per aionth at 
the atmest 1 would recommend that the rents of.one or more-monear or 
villages in the neighbourhood of the place be assigned forthe monthly ‘experse 
af the proposed Madrassa-and that it be referred to the Committee of Revenue: 
to provide and make the endowment and to regulate the mode of collection 
and payment in such a manher as to fiz and ascertain the amount and. 
periods of both and prevent any future abuses of one or inisapplication of the 
other, For the present an assignment of half the estimated sum will be 
sufficient. 


PORT WILLIAM, the 1724 April 1781. 


Qrdered that the estimate enclosed in the above minute he entered after 
the conaultation, 


WARREN Hasrincs. 
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Agreed:to the Governor-General’s request and ordered accordingly -— 

Ordered that copies of the Above minute and its enclosure together with 
the plan and elevation of the building therein mentioned be transmitted to the 
Hon‘ole ithe Court of Directors by the ships under dispatch, and the suliject 
particulirly recommendod to them for the purposes sot forth by the 
Governor-General. 


Appendix B. 


GOVERNOR-GENERAL: As upon enidjuitry [ fiid that the Committee of 
Revenut have not yet been directed ta assign the rent of one or more ousas 
or Villages in the neighbourhood of the spot upon which the Madrissa has been 
erected for the monthly expence thereof ds resolved upon by the Board on the 
18th April ¢781, and as the monthly expetce of Uyat institution has been since 
that time defrayed by me, lrequest that the Committee: of Revenue may be: 
furnished with the directlon recommended by my mingle of the 18th April, anid 
otdered to repay to aie the aniount which | have since that time paid an this 
account amounting agreeabie to the accompanying Account to C- Rs. si.2g1-ra: 

On comparing the stilement of the. monthly ee ol Unis tretitutiou 
contained-in my minute of the t4th April oft with the sums which I have 
montily disbursed on this sccount the former of which was taken from the 
répresetitation af my Moonshy who does not seem to have been apprised of ts 
actual expence, | find that T have in that mintie somewhat underrated the sum 
required for its montily support. I therefore request that the Board will be 
pleased! to direct the Cainmittee of Revenue to assign the rent of one de more 


Mowsas producing » monthly revenne of twelve hundred sicca rupees per 


month to be applied to this purpose and to commence on-tie brat of this 
month 

I find that { have been misinformed as to the cost of the grounds upon 
which thy hullding has been erected, which was in that Minute stated at 6.280 
Sa. Rs, but which amounts fo no niore than Sa. Re 5,641 agreealile uo the 
accompanying account of the “ Kowalleahs" taken from. the persons af whom 
the ‘several parcels of land were purchased, which " Kowalleala’ sccompanying 
this Minute. | 

L request that the Board will be pleased to order the Sub-Treusurer to 
make atransfer of the amount which Uhave advanced on this account in the 
Tressury account of the present month charging the same to the Mudrissa and 
crediting money borrowed at interest for the sums advanced hy me, for which 
I request he may be directed to prepare Bonds in| my name with interest to 
commence from the dates upon which the sums were severally advanced, 


agreeable to the accompanying account thereof, 


























bs 
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I request that the Committee of Revenue be directed to receive chargé of 
the " Kowalleahs” from the Secretary to the Board and to preserve them with 


the records of their office: 
List of the "Kowalleahs" and Receipts given for the ground upon which 
the Madrissa stand and of the «ums paid for the same :-— 





Bs; C. Rs, A. P, 

t Fokeer Chand Tewarrey for 2 5 @ 80 5.Rs. per cottah ... 3,601 o 6 
+ Bankier a (Ot ditte - 249 © © 
qa Urrooney Rawn 4h @ ditto . 360 0 © 
4 Tajoor Mcorman 2; @ ditto « 60 '0 © 
= Haywatty 6) @ ditte =a} 520 0 © 
6 Harraney Rawn 5 @ ditto «©6000 OO 
7 Elizabeth and Robert Oliver 6 @ ditto «- 300 © 6 
3-12 | Sa. Rs. ... 5,641 0 0 

7 Kowalleahs Batta 16 p. C. Rs... goo 8 9 





C; Rs. eal 6.543 § 9 
“Without Date." Warren Hastines. 
(Recorded as Cons. 2 and 3, ¢rd Fune £752.) 
Account of sums disbursed by the Hon'ble Warren Hastings, Esqr,, on 
account of the Madrissa from the goth April 178+ to the ast May 1782. 





5781 Rs, 
May. Paid Moulvey Musdodey for keeping a School ‘1 200 
House rent - “1s ons see <800 
Waves — tea T= ese 300 


| (@ Rs. 600 or 648 
Wages for keeping another School for 25 days. 


Ks. As. P; 
@ 470 per month sy. -~ 391 To g 
House rent @ 51-8 p.m. 42 14 9 


@ Rs. 434 9 Gory6g 5 g 
Given to Moulaveys Essup and Musriet. 4 


2 Khillats contg. 3 Pp Ca 375 ar gos “ 1922 § 9 


Jane, Paid Moulvey Musdodey for keeping a School 
House rent 
Wages 


2|e33 


Ts 
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June. Paid Moulvey for keeping another Schoo! = 470 0 0 
Howse rest i gn: 8 o 
sz1 8 o 


| @ Rs tsar 2 ortare 3 6 
July. Paid Moulvey for keeping another School a Hatt 3 6 
| Carried over Ani == 4044 82° 9 
Brought forward ... <u O44 12 9 

175i. 
August Paid Moulvey Mosdodey for keeping Schools, ete t21t 3 6 
Septeniber Ditto ditta ditto we ert 3 6 
October Ditto ditto ditt ve 9,00) =. 6 
November Ditto ditto ditto <<. (ttt 3 6 
December Ditto ilitto ditto ie Wank fA: 6 

1782. 
January Ditto ditte dilto ve Ratt -3: 6 
February Ditto ditto ditto a (ha 3: © 
March Ditto ditto. di}te ~. $a 3° 6 
April Ditto ditto ditto ws (fate 3 6 
| | fp B45 12 3 

Amount paid to darogah for superintending the building 

@Rs. 350 ~—Cti.,, = 1" uw « §06 0 0 
C Re, 1,851 #2 3 
(Without date) WaRREN HaSTINGS. 


fRecord-No. 4 Cans, dated grad Sune 1782). 





Appendix C. 


THe GoveRNnou-General.—lIt has been deemed expedient on maxims of 

eran . _—s kound Policy to continue the administration of the 
vorGeneraly Minete GC eininal Courts of Judicature, and matty of the mont 
important branches of the Police in the hands af Mahomedan officers. To dis- 
charge with credit, the duties and functions annexed to those jarisdictions, it is 
necessary that the persona who hold them should not only be endowed with 


natural talents, but also that they should be possessed of a considerable 


degree of crudition in the Persian and Arabic Languages, and in the cam. 
plicated system of Laws founded on the tenets of their religion. This species 
of erudition has for some years past been much on the decline; since the 


25 





| 
: 


_aEo— 


110 BENGAL: PAST & PRESENT. 


management of the Revenues has been taken into our hands ithas chiefly bean 


carried on by the English Servants of the Company, and by the Hindoos who 
from their education and habits of diligence and frugality possess great 


advantages over the Mahonietans, in conducting all affairs of finance and 
accounts. In consequence of tis change the Mahometan families have lost. those 
sources Of private emolument which could enable them to bestow much ex pence 
on the education of their children, and are deprived of thai power which they 
formerly possessed of endowing of patronizing public seminaries of learning, 
The Phousdary Department which affords but a bare subsistence to the officers 
employed in it neither possesses the means of encouraging, nor holds out a 
prospect capable of inducing the sons of the once respectable, but now decayed 
and impoverished Mahometan families to qualify themselves for aueceeding to 
the duties of it by a long and laborious course of study, These reflections 
about four years ago supgestid to me the idea of founding a: Muddetssa or 
Colleve for the cultivation of Mahometan Literature in the town of Calcutta, 
| accordingly erected.a bulldmg for Uiat purpose at my own expence, -and with 
the concurrence of Mr; Wheler at that time the only other member of the 
Government, I directed the gentlemen of the Committee of Revenue who were 
then employed in the general settlement of the 24 Perganas some lands estimated 
ata gross Revenue of Rs, agoug per annum which it was intended should he 
appropriated and granted by Governmont as an endowment for the expence 
of maintaining the Teachers and Scholars, and of keeping the College in 
repairs, the Committee carried my directions. into execution, and the lands 
which | had marked out, with some little exchanges admitted on subsequent 
experience for the sake of convenienees, have ever ince been considered ag 
Bppropriated to the maintenance of the establishment, and have beay excepted 
in the general settlement from heing farmed , they have accordingly been placed 
under the Immediate management df the Collector of the 24 Perganas and an 
allowance In money of Rs. ¢3732-5-11 per annum have been paid for the 
maintenance of the establishment, in licu of the income of the lands: My 
journey to Benares took place very soon after the lands were marked out, and 
] believe it was chiefly owing to that circumstance that no official grant has 
ever been passed for this endowment, I beg leave therefore to recommend 
the following propositions to the consideration of the Board, viz., 

f. That a sonnund of Towaleat or Guardianship to the establishment with 
the lands annexed to it in the name of the Present Supérior Mahomed Sheydia 
Deen, ‘to continse daring the pleasure of Government, the sticression to te at 
the dispasal of the Governor-General and Council, | _ 

# ‘That the lands appropriated for the maintenance of the Muddrasea 
be delivered over to the charge of the said Superiar, or Guardian, and jumnma 
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3. That all charges attending the Muddrissa such as the stated jaghiers or 
allowances for the students, the wages of servants, repairs. and all contingent 
charges; be defrayed by the Superior in consideration of, bls obtaining the 
lands, that therefore the Committe shall not be allowed to incur any further 
charges on this account: 
4. That the Superior do at the end of every month deliver into the 
Committee of Revenue, 4 fall and perfect account of the number of students 
actually maintained iy the Mudirissa, with their names and the salaries paid 
to cach. 
§. That @ member of the Committees of Reyenue do once every three 
months. or oftener visit the Muddrissa in order to see that it is kept in proper 
repair, that the full number of students are maintained, that they regularly 
receive their due allowance, that the Superior pettorms the duties of his office, 
and generally that the purposes of the [natitution are not deflected: 
The Board agree to the several propositions recommended by the Governor- 
| General, and in addition thereto, that it be recom. 
Berna Beaten eo mended to the Nath Nazzaim, that whenever vacan- 
cles shall arise in the Pouzdary Courts, they be filled Irom the students of 
the Muddrissa on certificates being produced that they are duly qualified for 
that purpose, 

teil (fanned exauested Agreed that the Governar-General be request- 
to arte to Nall Naiman. ed to write the Naib Naziom accordingly, 


=— SS 





Reaves from tBe (President 6 
Vote Book. 


Y the kindness of Miss L. M. Anstey 1 am enabled to publish in the 
present number a photograph ofa miniature of John Stackhouse, who, ‘in 
Februnry 1732, succeeded J. Deane as Governor at Fort William, Stack- 
house “ arrived.” in Bengal on the 17th August, 1710. In the year 1733 he was 
taken to account for the [il deeds of his banyan, and dismissed from his high 
office, In January 741 it appears on record that “ Mr. Stackhouse’s debt is 
wholly paid." andon September 26th the Burial Register records his inter- 
ment MMe had in 1734 sent his wife and family home to England. A daughter 
of his, Ann by name, married a Mr, Benjamin Walker, one of the family of 
Walkers of Southgate so well known to students: of the ahnals of cricket. 
Jobn Stackhouse was in 1721 one of Church Warden of St. Anne's: Stackhouse 
Was succeeded as President and Governor by Thomas Bradyil: The Stackhouses 
are a family who play a prominemt part in the history of the Quaker community, 








In looking through the Impey MSS. preserved at the British Museum 
I came across the following passage in a letter aritten by Impey at Patna-on 
sist August, 1781. 

“The person who has chiefly been instrumental in fetting on foot the 
complaints against the Court, and who has conceived a violent 
animosity against me is Col, Watson of the Engineer Cotps, and 
that merely for having been unsuccessful ina cause, the record of 
which has been transmitted to Kerby and Rooke. Before he 
courted me with the greatest assiduity, and professed great regard 
and esteem for me, the whole of which I have great reason to believe 
was commenced * * * giving a judgment against him he consider. 
ed, as | suppose, a breach of friendship.and ® *# # © gy my inverte- 
brateness. In truth | wassorry todo it, both because | liked the 
man, who is considered very able, and because the judgment 
concerned a work, which, if it could have been carried into execu. 
tion, would have been of great public tility, [although]! verily 
belirve [from] what L'have since learnt from men conversant in 
business of the kind that it was totally impracticab)e, Creasy was 
a servant of his, -and Hicky,” the attorney who carried over the 





*Willinm (Hickey, au storey of the Supreme Court, ndt Hicky, the Jourmalist. 
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petition of the British subjects, was patronised by him. This*man is 


at this time pushing his animosity against me in ‘another way, There 
is avery low man. bere of the name of Fay, who had heen called to 
Bar In Engiand, and, therefore, T thought it proper he ‘should be 
admitted an advocate here. This man, at Watson's Inatigation, 


has drawn the paper a copy of which! l eedeelh transmit, le: 


entertains him, os [ am informed, in hie house, and means to send 
him: to England with the paper. Pay sent it to me inan hand * * * 
he did not say who were the procurators employing him. Not being 
in Caleuita, | cannot give the most compleat answers to every part, 
as I shall hope todo when IT am there, and get the materiale” 

In the Index to my reprint of Mrs. Fay’s Original Letters, | suggested 
that Mra; Fay's "Colonel W. * *" was Colonel Watson. In Bengal Past & 
Present Vol. ¥.. 348, 1 repeated the conjecture: and here at last comes the 
evidence to turn a reasonable conjecture into. an established fact. 


Among my notes to Mrs. Fay's Original Letters there Is one on the subject of 
he imprisonment of the unfortunate North Naylor which | will venture to quote -— 
" The best account of poor North Naylor Is that given by Sydney Grier: 


‘North Naylor was the Company's attorney, who had incurred the displeasure 


of the Supreme Court by advising Hastinge and the Council to resiat their 
jieamesos proceedings agsinat the Rajah of Kasl Jara, who was not amen- 
able to their jurisdiction, The aid of the military, when requested by the 
sheriff to enforce the jurisdiction of the Court, was refused, but the sheriff 
assembled a force of hig own, which broke Inte the Kaje’s house and seied 
his goods. Returning with their spoil, the sheriff's party were met by troops 


and taken into custedy, whereupon the Court retaliated by granting a rule to 
show caine why an attachment should net este against Mr, Naylor, and on 


his refusal.to answer interrogatori¢s, he was committed to prison for contempt. 
‘At the same time & summons for trespacs was issued against the Governor- 
General. ane Council; andion their refusal to plead, they were ulio declired 
gailty of contempt. The deadlock which ensued was only terminated by the 
abrupt withdrawal of the plaintiff, Kassinath Babu, in the action against the 
Rajah and the consequent quashing of the proceedings, Mr. Beveridge, from 
whose Comprehensive’ Aistory of (ndia, these particulars are taken, says, of 
course, that Kasinath Batu hed been bribed by Hastings to withdraw his suit 
Here again, a study of the Miscellaneous Correspondence would have been olf 
laa for in Febroary, 1784, Hastings writer to Wheler that Kaeitth ty 

that his business may be brought to a speedy conciuaion. He has & 
slay em both of them, since he withdrew the case from the Court on Hastings’ 
promise that he would:see justice done him, ‘Naylor's release appears to have 


a9 
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come too fate, for he was suffering from dysentery induced by the ‘insanitary 
condition of the Calcutta Gaol” (Letters of Warren Hastings to his Wie, pp. 
62-63). Hf Elijah Barwell Impey, the son and apologist of his father, is to be 
believed, Naylor wae in prison from 1st to roth March, i780, and he left the 
Gaol in very much the same condition in-which he had entered tt, Mrs. Fay 
says ‘he died iy confinemant,’ This is clearly untrue. Naylor died on tgth 
August 1780. But Sir Elijah's son gives: his whole case away by attempting 
to prove an a/réi, ‘From the Gth of July 1778 to the isth March in the 
following year, my father was with his family at Chittagong, above 416 miles 
fram Caleutta. He was in ilkhealth, and my mather brought to bed at that 
Place, which will account for so long an absence: and duriie those seven 
months, Mr. Justice Hyde presided in the Supreme Court. tt was H ye, 
therefore, and not the Chief Justice who committed Naylor to prison” Afemvirs 
of Str Blijak fmpey, pi ob. This aiidi, | am afraid, will not stand proof, for 
in February 1779, Sir Elijah was in Caleutts presiding over the case. of George 
Francis Grand £sq. versus Philip Francis, Esg. See also The Meomairs of 
Sir Philip Francis, vol. ii, -p. 186.” 

The Home Miscellaneous Collection of the India Office Record Departnient, 

No. tab, shows that, nat only did Impey himself inflict Imprisoninent on. North 
Naylor, bot he carefully informed the Sheriff that Naylor was to be imprisoned in 
"the Common Gaal." The Common Jailof 2780 was the old Pdson in the Lal 
Bazar, Herein 1775 Nanda Kumar had been confined anil allowed the privilege 
of living i atent From the! evidence given by John Shukeapear before the: 
"Select Cammittee appointed to take into consideration the State of the Ad. 
ministration of Justice in the Provinces of Bengal; Behar and Ones" (Report. 

No 1. p. 25), I find that Shakespear, 

"Being asked ‘whether it was supposed that Mr. Naylor's death was 
occasioned or accelerated by-his imprigonment? said: ‘He visited 

Mr Naylor whea hie was in prison: he was then complaining and had 

beet ll sometime of a dysentery, but he does not think thet his 
confmement-either occasioned of secélerated his death, though his 

situation Was certainly uncomfortable, if not unwholesome, That 

Mr. Naylor was confiued In a tent pitched within the four walls of 

the prison yard: that the heat was Intense, and. the place altogether 
disagrecable; that his wife died some time before him, whilst he. 

was in prison and left one child, That he never heard ob any com. 

pensation being made to the orphan child of Mr. Naylor; upon the 
revotcitiation at Sir Elijah Impey and the Governor General, for 

the Safferings of the father by imprisonment by the Suprems 

Court, and that ihe impelsonment. of Mr, Naylor was considered a 

hard measure in that country," | 
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“The reader af Mrs. Fay's Original Letters will be interested to have 
before: him the following: reference to her friend, West, the military adventurer, 
In their General Letter to Bengal, dated roth December, +774, the Directors 
write = © 


“The. person of the name of West, formerly an olficer In. ou service 


on the Coast, who escaped fram the confinement he was under for 
deserting to Hyder Ally, having since entered the employ of our 
open and avowed enemy Cossim Ally Khan, and by a Ashe 
sade to the Wisier for the total extirpation af the Englivh, mant- 
fested the most inveterate malignity to the Company and was a 
traitorous’ disposition to his country, we cannot but be anxjous to 
prevent the mischiel which a person lost to, every principle of 
honor, may attempt; and, therefore, direct that, if at any time 
you may be uble to secure the said West, you do not fall to send 
him to England by the first Britlh ship which shall leave Bengal 
after the apprehending him.'' 





In my last’ "Leaves" (Menge! Patt aed Present Vol. VIL pp. zat-agr)\ 
included same:records relative to the famous Iranasotions in elephants hy Willlam 
Makepeace Thackeray, Ue erandlither of the Novelist, These papers show 
us that the elephants were despatched from. Patna, not as Siv William Hunter 
(Thackeraye om fudia) hae it to Belgaum In the Bombay Presidency, hut to a 
much hearer destitnatiin—Baloram in Oude, 





In the Tast tiumber of Senyal Past ana Presont appeared « fine portralt 
of Peter Moore and a |ess satisfactory portrait of his wile (wef Sarah 
Richmond Webb). it should be noted that Sarah Webb was a siater of 


Amelia Webb who married Thackeray of Sylhet. Moore, who was for some. 
lime a. member of the Calcutta Committee ol Revenut, and later on Collector 


at Rangpur, appeared a5 a. hostile witness at the tlesiings’ ‘Trial on panei 
metiL Moore Kas a place in literary history is the fricud and supporter of 

Richaril Brinsley Sheriilan amd the guardian of Thackeray. As Moore is 
distinguished by a biographical notice by the: Lictianary of National Bia: 
graphy, tt 16 unnecessary to aketeh lis career ti this place, The purtraite 
of Moore and his wife were obtained for Bengal Past and Pretend by the 
kind services of Colonel John Shakespear, the Resident at Manipur It was 
through his Webb ancestry Thackeray inhorited his inveterate hatred for the 
great Duke of Marilorough, Lady Ritehix, in ber preface to The Ballads 
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anid Miscellanies in the Biographical Edition of her father's works, supplies 
@ good deal of interesting matter relative to the Webb girls'in Bengal, 


Dr. Busteed does-not tell us anything about the parentage of the wife of 
Mr. Justice Hyde. Jt is of interest, therefore, to note that Mra, Mary Hyde was 
a danghter of the Vety Rev. Lord Francis Seymour, Dean of Wella, son of 
the eighth Earl of Somerset. She married John Hyde on tst September, 1773, 
and she thus came out to Caleutta as a bride. Hyde died in July e796, 
and on the 4th February, 1799, his widow martied a Mr, John Payne—probably 
a relation, as her mother was a daughter ola Rev.—Payne, Rector of Holm 
Lacy tn the county of Hertford There tha cautious and tate instarice of s 
lapse of memory on Dr. Busteed's part on page tof of the fourth edition of the 
Echoes. The Doctor writes — 

“ Mrs. Fay writing from Calcutta in 1780, says that ‘on the first day of 
every term the professional .pentiemen all met at a public breakfast 
at Mc. Hyde's house, and went thence In. procession lo the Court 
House.” Fortunately, the ptocession had not far to go, as Hyde 
lived next to the Supreme Court, In a housd on the site of the 
present Town Hall, for which he le call to have paid twelve hundred 
aamonth.” 

Asa matter of fact it was not till January, #782, that the Supreme Court 
moved to the Esplanade. On January and of thet year, Hyde records in his 
Note Book ; 

“We sat for the first tinie at the New Court Howse, which has been: 
taken by the Company for the use of the Court at the monthly rent 
of two thousand five hundred rupees." 





The following extract is from a Wetter addressed by a Mr. William 
Johason to his mother mm England towards the close of the eighteenth denitury, 

"We have taken up our residence agein in Calrutta In = house where a 
Club called ‘Selby's Club’ was ence kept, notorious to all gamblers 

and will never be forgotten by poor John Mackenzie, However as 

this’ may not leail you to the’ preclee spol, il it to the Sonthwards 

of the Mission or old Kiernander’s Church, the next hous» in the 

same line on the Southward to General Clavering'’s which Plnow 

you recelléct. To conclude our house was huilt by Mr. (Charfes 
Childan 1775: It is an amazing large house, but we do not propose 
staying ‘on in it beyond December, aa we are ilitn in. hopes of 
getting a house, in which in. your time Noisy Campbell lived, directly. 

tothe north af the new Church, and it opens into the Church 
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ft may be conjectured that the house vonce occupied by 'Selby’s Club" is 
the house now oreupied by the Planters’ Stores. The Benga! Obi?wery supplies 
the followiny epitaph -— 

Sacred to the memory of Cu murs Cain Esg., who departed this life 
om the yth of July 1817, aged og years and ten months, alio Mrs: 
Eurzavery Caitp, Obit, atst July 1822, aged 63 years and 
8 months, 





" Noisy Campbell" was, | think, the medical man. who attended an Sir 
Elizah Impey. Mr. R. C. Sterndale, who had an unique knowledge of historical 
deeds of conveyance, in a popular lecture stated — 

“The present Mission Row is stated to have been the Rope Walk: 
but itis not mentioned in any of Hie conveyances of property, and 
they are many in this locality, by any designation except ‘the road 
past the General's bowse," 

Mr. Sterndale: hazarded the wonjecture “it is probable that there was no 
general naming of the streets till the town improvements were undertaken 
wader the auspice of the Lottery Committee.” Colonel Mark Wood's Map of 
1784-1785, however, clearly shows Missjien Row and its name 





Mr. Steendale, in the lecture referred to, said : 

“ Jame» Philip Lyon, who was murdered together with Ellis, Hay and 
Others at Patna [1763], was the second son af Thomas, eighth Earl 
of Strathmore of Glannis. More than twenty years ago: f met in 
Upper Bengal two old gentlemen—tein brothers whose similirity 
of habits, modes of thought, voice, feature, and costatnes were the 
source of armaxemen| to their acquaintances, who bore the distinctive 
family namr# of Thomas and) Patri-k Lyow, and the wlder of whom 
claimed to be the rigiitlul Earl of Strathmore.” 

A letter signed by J.P pyon (misprint of Ti P. Lyon), reporting the murder 
of Peter Amyalt was given in Bengal Past and Present Vol. Vl, p. 245. 
Mr, Sterndale in hia Weoture stated - 

“Tn 1766, Peter Amyait, at that time Collector of Collector * * * # 
aliotted to himsell 2%5 biggahs of land In the parish of Chitpore at 
arent annually of lees than one mipeo per bigeahy while Mr. 
George Vaneittart obtained shout 632 bigguhe of land in Diiee 
Birjee—that is, the block now lying between Middleton and Short 
Streets, Chauringhee and Circular Roads. A portion of thie was 
afterwards sold to Mr. Short, The rent waa Rs. 785 per annum, 
redeemable at bitetn years’ purchase, say Ra, 12,000 for the entire 
halding."" 
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The tollowing extracts from the Private Diary of Colonel A. Champion 
(India Office, Home Miscel, No. (9%) contains several items of interest + 
1765. eb. 16.—Had the pleasure to breakfast with Mr. Spencer® at Belvidere. 
Our conversation was chiefly regarding to the new Fort, andin what 
manner it was best to secure it froma the rapidity of the stream, It 
was thought necessary to throw 2 piers north and south of it, so as 
lo break the strength of the tides, which sets dircetly in on it, and 
gains considerable ground yearly. 

#26. 18,—Early this morning | set out for Barrasut with Mr. Penning. 
The Country appears extremely pleasant. 

feb. 20 —As we form bit one party by turns, the evening was spent 
at Mr. Burdett's. This morning-was out hunting, found plenty of 
game, 

Feb, 21 —This evening [I engaged Mrs. Amyatt and Miss Woolaston 
and family to come to Barasut on Tuesilay and stay a day or 
two. 

feb, 23.—Was out early @ hunting and had excessive fine sport. 

March 28 to 30-—Remain'd st Barasut and had the pleasure of Mrs. 
Amyatt and Miss Woolaston’s Company with the rest of their family, 
A more agreeable party | never wason. [wrote to Genl. Carnac, 
This morning I return with the Ladys to Chitpore, and it being 
much pleasanter than town I propose.to remain here a few days. 

April ¢. Early this morning Mr- Amyatt's family with Mr. Spencer 
and Council came over to Barasut to remain a few days. 

April sé. (nw the evening by Mrs, Amyatt's request |. went with her 
to Dumm Dumma to W. Leycester's. 

May 4. Jo the evening | took leave of Mr. Spencer and the Gentlemen 
in Council, and immediately went to Chitpore and stay'd the re- 
mainder of the evening with Mra, Amyatt's family. 

June ar. Patna: Mr. Billers and Col, Barker dined ai my quarters 
and number of other gentlemen. We were very merry and the 
conversation was kept up for many hours: Saluted the Col. with 
t5 guns. I joked with Mr. Billers often on. his appearing so very 
melancholy at times, andin his cups he told me of several things 
Which were the cause; but all this day he was temarkably chear- 
Ful. 

June az 1 went to Patna and spent the day with Mr. Fullarton, and in 
the evening | went with the Col to pay my respect to all the Ladys. 
At one noon werd was brought us that Mr. Billers had wounded 
himself in the side. and that immediate assistance. was wanted, 


* Johu Spencer, acting Goveroor of Fort William, afterwards Governor af Bombay. 
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Very soon:a confirmation came that he had murdered) himsel! on 


his sword: after We had made 13 wounds, 3 af which was very 
deep, the last stab the sword broke within him, and went through 
his heart: The cause of this melancholy accident is not known, 
It's most Furprising that he seemed to be ¢hearfull all ihe morning. 
Hé called for dinner and it was putting on the table. He went’ into 
his room, and, without shutting the doors or taking the least pre- 
eaulions fo being prevented, he committed this horrible act of 
violence. A funeral party wes ordered of a Captaiit and so ranks 


"and file and 15 balf minute guns. Thereis not one Gentleman of 


the Factory that docs nut seem plimaed at his untimely end, for they 
complain heavily of his acts cf oppressions to the country people 
and the treatment of them. Not one of them have been on 
speaking tetms with him for thia month past, He fas been solely 
guided by one Mr, Hutchinson, which bas been the cause entirely 
of this. misunderstanding amongstthem. Time may possibly. shew 
the cause, He bad sent w the Militury and Civil Gentlemen a 
publick invitation to celebrate the anniversary of Plassey Day. 


[Calcutte.) 1765, Dee. 26. The French and Duteh Governor is this day 


expected down, with many Gentlemen and Lady's from both Settle 
ments, who are invited ta a Toldongo given ta celebrate the peace 
with Sujah Dowlah etc., etc. ; late in the evening they arrived and 
landed at Chitpore, 

Dee. 27. The tnarnings are extesive (sic) cool and. pleasant. At 
suntize the French and Dutch Governors were saluted with 
2) puns, 


Det, *8—The whole town assembled wt the New Fort to see a fight 


between a Tyger and a Buffuloe, an Elephant and Rhinoseras and 

2 Camels. A large square place with huts being made, and 
ati with their miders were pot inj and: afterwards a Tyger 
loose; who did hot attempt to seize one of the Bolfalocs, One of 
the Buffaloes ran at him first, after which there was little or no 
sport. They then set loose a very large Royal Tyger, but ‘he, 


being burt in his bind quarters, was rendered useless. However 


the anima) betaved with a ngble spirit, and did his wtinost. The 
Buffaloc, by being led on to the beast, attacked furiously, and 
would lift up and gorge the Tyger, and threw lint over his heal 


with the greatest tase. As there was no opposition, it afforded but 


litte sport or pleasure, the Tyger being at last killed; and, being 


late, the Company broke up, Camele were brought and fought, they 
seize chiefly by each other’s legs, but it affords wo diversion. -An 
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Elephant which had been prepared for a battle, ran wild and 

endeavoured to force the square, As great numbers af people 
were about it, 7 were killed. When he found he could not accomp- 
lish his design, he then-ran thro’ a garden wall, and lifted the root 
of a house; and, had not his rider behaved well, le would have 
brought it to the ground. As the Rhinosenis could not be moved 
there was no batile. 

Dee, 19 —There was-a Public Dinner where there were over 200 pentle- 
nen and in the evening « ball, when 37 couples stood up. At mid- 
night the fire-works began to play, and the whole appeared very 
elegant. The Company broke up at 4 in the morning. | 

Dee. 20—At ten this morning notice was given by his Lordship that he 
intended an Elephant fight, When the whole town assembled, two 
large Elephants, with each e female were brought out on tbe plain 
with » + «= their mders on, when they furiously met cach 
other; and after an established strugele, they began and male the 
second assert, and one of them was freely lifted up from the ground 
and bed never fallen. If once they are thrown; they are imme- 
diately killed by the other trampling on them. One soon after ran 
sway. It's remarkable that the beast defends his rider <o that he 
never comes to harm, This day | spent with Mr. and Mrs Sumner. 

‘766. Fan. # and 9.—Received advice af 4 gentlemen being on their 
passage from Madras with the intention af hemng recetved on thiz 
Establishment a4 Councillars. {labour under uneasiness and strugel- 
ing of mind whrther to stay here or go hme, nor can T fix firmly what 
todo. JT had some intentions of proceeding to China with Captain 
Bronk in the Savas, in order to get my money home the better, 

Fan. 10 and ¢2—The whole set of ‘civiiang here ahem greatly dis. 
contented at hie Lordsh\ip's treatment in calling those 4 Servants 
from Madras, and will remonstrate to the € company at home. Aj. 
though it is an urgent proceeding and an arbitrary and violont act 
yet Ido not pity them, as they hai no fittle pity in my case. 

Jan, 43-—His Lordship invited many civilians, but Aone would accept 
of his invitation. 

Jan. 15 —Dined at General Carnac’s, where oo Civilian was present 

Fan, 16 te 2t-—For some days past; my time has been chiefly spent 

with General Carnac at Chitpore, Dum-Dum, ete. Mr Majendie was 

soxpended the Service ty the Board for not giving them information 
af the Remonstrance which the Compy's Servanta ‘in General have 

Named. At present there is great confusion in the Settlement and 

many scurrilous lelters passing to and from the Board. 
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Feb. 6—Lelt town for Europe the following Gentlemen, Hardwick, 
‘Wederburn, Sutherland, G, Gray, Leyeester and Mrs. Leycester, 
The latter of these Gentlemen paid no compliments to his Lord. 
ship or any other of the Select Committee on parting [rom Town, 
except Mr, Sumner, who has decented (sie) from his Lordship's 
opinion in almost every case: On which account they are taking 
every opportunity fora cause against him. Mr. Sumner on ail 
public occasions is treated with great disrespect and ill manners, 
so much does party prevail. 

Some accounts have this day come of the 4 Gentlemen from Madras 
being in the River, George Gray was yesterday obliged to file Bail 
for 16,000 to his Banyan, who is now confined by Lord Clive and by 
him was compelled to this act to throw a greater odium on 
Mr, Gray—a shamefull and mean revenge. 

Feb. co—Early this morning Mr. and Mra. Amyatt left Town for 
Europe. 





The Amyatts mentioned in the above extracts from Colonel Champion's 
Diary wete James Amyatt andl Maria his wife. Mrs. Amyatt was the widow ol 
the murdered Peter Amyatt, and she was by birth a Miss Maris Woolaston. 
The Marriage Registers at St. John’s (see Bengal Past and Present, Vol. [V. 
p. 492) show that on November 7th, £765 = Miss Elizabeth Woolaston (s¥¢) 
married General Jotn Carmac. James Amyatt was @ sea captain, and, | 
believe, after his retirement from India, became member of Pariiament for 
Southampton, 

The following is an extract from an unpublished letter of Lord Clive, 

: PLASSEY, 
and April, t766 

- [To H. Vererst.) 

Dean Sin, 

f am oow to acknowledge the receipt of your three letters, the last dated 
30th Murch, enclosing one from Mr. Palk. 

We huve made a halt at this place. Yesterday the Nabob entertained 
us with a Tyger fight. The animal was infinitely more fierce than either of 
the tygers at Calcutta, Thie diversion (as-is generaily the case) ended very 
tragically—no lees thas 5 men were killed by the buffaloes, and Philpott tells 
me one of them made a stroke at him, 

In the Volume on Eastern Bengal and Assam in the Provincial Series of 
the fonperial Guzetteer of India, it is stated (p. 249) that English Bazar 


51 


132 BENGAL} PAST & PRESENT. 


(Malda) ° pas apen elevated site on the river bank in a mulberry “Browing 
COUNTY... Var Chosen in 1676 asthe atte of one of the Company's 
factories" Ii may be assumed that this statement rests on the following 
passage in Streyasham Master's Diary. 





[1676] “October 14, Mr. Master being informed by some of the 


Councell well experienced in these parts that Maulda (a Towne 
a dayes Journey from Rajamaull on the other side Ganges, where 
tie Dutch have lately built a ffactory) ts a place where great 
quantityes and varistyes of coarse goods proper for Europe are 
made and procured, as cossacs, hummuiis, tmulmulls, alatches, 
suzhees, and many other sorts very cheape. 

"And having a direction in his Commission and instructions * * * © 
did therearpon propose to the Councel), that there might be a sume 
of 4 or §00 rupees layd out in Samples of 5: or 6 pieces of each 
sort ol goods procurahle at Maulda, to be sent home by this yeares 
ships. 

“To which the Councell agreed." 


The phrase “on the other side of the Ganges” may perhaps be explained 
by the fact thatin Seventeenth Century Geography India was divided into" India 
intra Gangem" and India extra Gangem."’ As Peter Heyleyn has it, " India 
fates Gasgem ts bounded on the East with the river Ganges till the fall thereof 
into the seal"! Malda, therefore, would belong to /waia extra Gatgem, oF, 
as Master pits it, would be ‘on the other side Ganges.” Sir Henry Yule, 
however, doce not distinguish between. Malda or “Old Malda" and Engtish 
Bazar or Angrezabad. 


ln the October following Master writes (at Kasim Bazar), “Mr. Richard 
Edwards, being mow gociog with the Honourable Companyes treasure to the 
mint at Rajamaull, it ts thought fitt that, as soone as he shall put that business 
in a good forwardness, he doe make a set to Maulda to lay out the same in all 
sorts of goods before mentioned, and to inform himself well of the manner of 
trade in the place, and to give the Councell an account thereof in writing © * © 
And, by reason of Maulidas near aittuationto Rajamaull, the Councell are of 
opinion {if it shall be thought fitt to settle a Factory there) that it will be a 
great convenience to the Honourable Companyes affairs to consigne the 
treasure {which is usually sent hence to Rajamaull) to that Factory to be 





minted and sould under their charge and care.” In a letter, dated 6th. 


a ee“ ES eh 
© Vale: Diary of William Medgon Koy. (Maklyut Society) Vat. HI, p. ecurs, 
\ Benge! Past ond Preeent Vol. TI, p. 4. 
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Decenbey i676, Edwards gives an actount of Malda, and the reader will find 
this & in Sir Richard Tempie's: recently published edition af the Digriys 
of SHesaaal Mastér (Vol. 1, p. 399). 


The passages referred to show that in 1676 wo commencement of a perma- 
nent factory had been commenced cither at Malda or the place afterwards 
known as English Bazar, During my last furlough, | conmlted the ancient 
factory Records. of Matda, and at once discovered that the factory was not 
mommenced Hl 1636. The Records commence on April 22nd, 1680 and an 

mgs of that day it is recorded: “Mr. Fytch Needham, designed 
chiel of this new factory :and Mr. Jonathan Prichman ged, and five others 
belonging to bis Worship arrived at Mirzapore in sight cf Malda. where the 
Dutch mecting us at the waterside came on board his Worship [a] budguroc, 
who, -alter some discourse, our tent being pitched came on shore to Maulda to 
hire a toute for our resilience till our factory shall be built but cuuld meet 
with note fitting” Oo the agh, we read “ Hyred a house in town:ol Maulda 
peing apparlements one at 7 rs.one at 49, the other at. 14 per month.” The 
place wes “Of brick, but being much out of repair, Anil the roots being fer black- 
hess and. darkness more like dungeons than dwelling houses.” 





In December, 1680, it ls recorded: "' Havelny divers times attempted 
aod used our utmost endeavours to buy the ps. of ground pitched upon by the 
Worshiptol Matthias Vincent when here (upon good termes) in view, at length 
Rajaray Chowdry invited us» to poe anil see « plece of his land lying oo the 
other side the River about 2 little miles distant from Malda which we fiked 
and, after many conialts and treaties, wo caine to an agreement with him, and 
this day our papers for the said ground bought of Rajaray Chowdry at Mucdom- 
pore was finished, haveing the Cauzees! chops and Congoyes® and divers other 
witnesses to them, [tis the highest land thereabouts and lyeth pleasantly 
and conveniently by the piver side-whiech tuna there almost due South The 
estent of our ground by the river ie ¢ight begacs and into the landward: seaven 
begzes (which makes tho whole a long square}, each begae qte eighty large 
Coveds of nine nailes of un Egil yard, It is judged very convenient to take 
soe tuch ground of more, if it might have been had, that too many of the 
natives thatched houses doth not choake us nor endanger the Honble. Companyes 
factory (order¢d to be built) by Gre, ete, by which meanes in other thelr 
residences sad effect has been prodweed. For the above said ground Rajaray is 
how putid zoo Rupees, not bat that the pround ts really worth more than double 
that sume, bul breause at this time he i in great want of money to pay the 
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King's Officer his yearly rent, and in danger, if it be not paid, and for that he 
isin hopes that by our comeing his village may in time become a city, aS it is 
not unitkely, for it stands exceeding well and in the middle of divers great 
towns of tmde where are many preat and grevious imposts pul upon the 
people, and their goods (which Is not In this place), which noe doubt will 
invite many be our neighbours.” The entry concludes; ‘We have this day 
alsoe delivered him Rupees. too to bring us works hither, He is anly to be 
allowed the charges bringing them from Gower in time of the rains by water 
which is ot far of then, and the works he gives us for nothing, and stone also 
he promises at that rate what shall have our occalion for which hope will make 
our hulding much the cheaper,” 


In-an articie contributed tothe Jourwel ond Proceedings af the Asiatre 
Society of Bengal lor July tgo9, Mr. Monmohan Chakrabarti writes that Matis 
(i. "Old Malda) was “ fortified with getes and had inside a high-walled 
Aitra. or fortified caravanserai for the better protection of valuable goods. It 
hail risen in importance ‘diiring the Huseni rule, the Pausii (cracked) mosiue 
north of the Adétrd having been built in the resxgu of Hausen Shah, according 
to its inscription, dated 11th Shawal, 900 HH, (5th July, tag5 A. Di). Te 
might have begun to flourigh still earlier, if the loose inscription kept ins 
tomb near the Wated really belonged to the place: for this insctiption records 
the erection ol a mosque by one Hital in the reign of Mahmud Shahi, and ip 
dated tgth Sha'tan, 859 H. (4th August, rss. A. D.)" My friend, Abid 
Aly Khan, identifies the site of the Kgtra with the place at which Firoj Shak 
encamped in 1353, when on his way to beseige Pandualu? The ald brick 
tower at Nimasarai, on the tomb opposite to of Mualda with Hs projecting 
stones shaped like elephant's tusks ix another object of interest in the 
peighbourhood. 





Inthe vohime of the /mferia/ Gasattesr referred to, it is stated that at 
English Bazar “the residence of the Civil Surgeon was formerly a Dutch 
Convent.” That the Dutch established = “ convent” in Bengal does not on 
the face of it appear to be very likely. 


a 


The work that has been achieved m preserving the remains of Gaut 
and Panduah for the iuture should not pass altogether without necord. jn 
the pagesot Benyal Past and Present, although it is mot possible at the 
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of the P. W. D, the rains have found a leaned and faithful custodian, 
anid forthcoming work on the cuins of Gaur and Pandwah will no doubt 
stinuitate 4, new interest in the remains ol thest ancignt capitals, Our Society 
has visited the Panduah near Burdwan, and the carvings of the ruined 
mosque at that: oR eee of what may be found in rich abundance 
both-at Gaur and the greater Panduah, The magnificeney of the Adinah 
Masjid, rained though it be, altogether «urpasses expectation. 





See Oe ae WALIER K. FIRMINGER. 
7th Mareh, 1914, | ght bs 
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Wafter Zandor Dickens. 





wat fortunate to be the means of the rediscovery of the lost grave of 

Walter Landor Dickens in Alipur cemetery the day before F lelt Caloutta for 
Engtand after many years’ residence at that place. The ctrcunrstances of the 
discovery appeared in the Zuglizhmax ol 29rd December ig1o onthe moening 
of my departure, and subsequently in. Dickensian. A photograph of the 
grave was also published m-the Sphere of rath April tgtt. IT recently 
offered others, taken in my presence on the morning of the find, to Mrs. 
Pétugini, who very gratefully accepted them. | frequently meet- her, and 
know that the memory of “ Wally,” the playmate of her childhood, is atill 
[ragrant to the only surviving daughter of Charles Dickens, 

Walter Landor, fourth child and second son af ‘the Novelist, was born in 
Devonshire Terrace on 6th February i841. Forster has nota little to tell of 
him in the ‘Life’ and from that work anil other sources have been gathered the 
(ollowing particulars of the engaging personality of the young officer, 

The days before his birth were filled with anxiety, J have been looking’ 
(writes Dickens) “(Uiree o'clock) with an appuarance of extraordinary interest 
and study at one fea of the ‘Curiosities of Literature’ ever since half past ten 
this morning—I! have n't the heartto tur over.” On 2gth January, [on the 
arrival of better news) "I didn't stir out yesterday, but sat and thought all 
day; not writing a line; not so ouch as the cross of atordotofanik 1 
imaged forth a good deal of ‘Barnaby’ by keeping my mind ateadily upon 
him, and am happy to say I have gone to work this morning in good twip, 
strong hope and cheerfal spirits. Last night | was unutterably and impossible. 
to-form-an-ideu-ol miserable’. The 7th saw the Father's birthday on which 
occasion he and Forster indulged “in a snug dinner in the study,” though as the 
latter says “the troubles were pot over On the oth Dickens writes, “' thank 
God, quite well, [am thinking hard and have just written to Browne ("Phiz”) 
enquiting when he will come and confer about the raven," "Grip," & raver 
of real lite, appears i) w portrait group by Daniel Maclise in 1842 of Dickens’ 
foor children of which two are Mrs. Peruginj.and * Wally”. An earlier " Grip" 
had died on tath March 1841, and his " apotheosis” |e the subject of another 
well-known picture by the same artist; the “Grip” of the group replacing him 
in the family affections ani the family stable 

Walter Savage Landor came from Bath to atand. aa podfather, and the 
infant, who was tolave been christened “Edgar” (“a good hanest: name 1 
think’) wat named “Walter Landor”" instead—a name "ol which be might 
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be proud” and by reagon of its bestowal the child might be induced ta do 
"nothing unworthy or untros when he came tobe a man.” “ To call him so 


would do his own (the father’s) heart good.” As to Dickens, “ whatever 


realities (writes Forster) had gone out of the ceremony of christening, the mear- 
ing still remained in itof enabling him to forma relationship with friends he 
most: owed.” 

{t will thus be seen that the memory of Walter Savage Landor is associated 
with two Caleutta:graves,—Rose Avliner’s (she died in 1800) being the alder, 
and W. L. Dickens’, 

“Young skal’ as Walter was dabbed by hie father (his cheek bones being 
high), when only aix pears of age, was "horribly maltreated,” becauee he had 
averred that from Broadstairs he had seen a ship sink on the Godwins ; 
which assertion was afterwards confirmed and proved to be true. In 
1853 he wae desertbed “asa very pood boy * * home from school with 
honourable commendation and a prize * * a great favourite with the whole 
house and one of the most amiable boys in the boy world, He comes out on 
birthdays m @ blaze ‘of shirt-piv”—a present of Landor. The most amiable boy 
alao, # seems, once passed a Suntlay in solitary confinement on a diet of bread 


and water in a bathroom, for “terminating a dispute with his nurse by: 


throwing a:chairin her direction.” Possibly he had hie own version of the affair 
to effer af the time, of this narrative no record remains. Later Mies Burdett Courts 
is informed that Walter “will be elizitle to go up for hie India examination soot 


alternext Easter. Having « direct appointment-he will probably bo sent out. 


soon alter he has passed and so will fall Into the stranpe lile up the country 
before he well knows he ts alive and what life Is—which - indeed seems to be 
rather ati advanced state of knowiedge.” Forster speake of the youth as "never 
forfeiting the claim lo these kind paternal words—he hail the goodness and 
‘simplicity of childhood to its close.” 

The “direct appointment,” -apparentiy secured by the influence of ‘Miss [the 
Baroness) Burdett Coutts, was a military cadetship under the East India Com. 
pany, leading to the recipient at 16 years of age becoming an Ensign in the 
a6th Native Infantry and his departure from England m July 18§7. 

Bolurs hie artival i India the Sepoy Revolt had decimated the 26th, and, 
at 18, Walter became a Lieutenant attached to the sand Highlanders, the 
Black Watch. A somewhat unflattering portrait of him in uniform and witha 
sword appears in the latest (illustrated) edition of the "Life,"” 

“Panic Sunday" had become but # blarreil memory ian Calcutta when the 
home-going young officer went into hospital there, his leave to England earned. 
He died in the Military Hospital, south of the maidan, of hemaltemesia (thus 
the medical certificate), and his funeral service was conducted by the Rev. J. 
Cave-Brown, Junior Chaplain of St. Paul's Cathedral: His medical attendant 
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was Brigade-Surgeon Major R. W. Carter M.D., a Crimean and Mutiny officer, 
to whom fell the duty of sending the sad news lo the grichsiticken father. 
The Novelist received the lidings on his own birthday m 1864 and ac- 
nowledged the communication in a “long and aflectionate letter.” 

The grave i+ situated about the middle of the second block to the lel ol 
the principal gateway, only one pathway coming between it and the boundary 
wall. The stone aa I saw it lay embedded in a masonry platform and bear 
the following inscription from the pen of the Novelist inseribed by the orders of 
Dr, Carter, 

In memory of 
Livut. Walter Landor Dickens 
the second son’ of 
Charles Dickens 
Whe died 
At the Officer's Hospital, Calcutta, 
On his-way home on aick leave 
December, ist 1863. 
Aged 23 years. 

This, epitaph, closing the short story of a short life, is one of the less 
known writings of a great master of short stories, Walter Landor Dickens 
died in Alipore just a week after William Makepeace Thackeray, whose infancy 
was passed in Alipore, expired in Kensington: 

Both Dickens and Thackeray had but a superficial knowledge of the Anglo. 
Indian world. Both were obsessed by the conventional ideas of their day of 
Angio-Indian characters. At the moment, however, | can only recall one direct 
reference in a Dickens’ novel to Caleutts. “many a man in Mr. Pecksniff's 
place, if he could have dived theough the floor of a pew of state and come out 
aiCaicutta * * would have done it imstavtly.” (Churzlewit', Chap, xxxi). 

A Jew days before my final leave taking I had visited the cemetery to 
look for the last time for the lost stone, and-at day break on the morning before 
sailing the newe reached me of its discovery as the dircet result. of my urgent 
enquiries. An aged Bengali had remembered sering a gumber of sahibs 
standing round a grave in. certain part of the cemetery in the sixties: A close 
search by lantern light had followed and the stone lay revealed. Weeds and 
debris brushed aside, the havoc of earthquake, sun and rain had yielded to the 
searchers, and disclosed the hidden secret of the years. 


WILMOT GORFIELD, 


The Secretary's Motes. 


Perine the lost three yeare—tgit-tg13—while the operations of the Cal- 
cutia Historical Society were in abeyance, we have lost by death the 
following members, 





PaTRONE. 
Lord Avebury 
Sir Edward Baker. 
H. H. Sir Nripenira Narain Bhop of Kuch Behar. 
aja Benoy Krishna Deb. 
Sir Frances Maclean. 
Lord Minto, 
Lire MEMAMRS, 
‘Sir Ai A. Apear. 
Mr. James Lake. 
QOxDINARY ALEMBERS. 
De. H. E. Bosteed. 
Mr, Hari Nath De. 
Mr. W. Ervine, CLS. 
Mr EW. Madge. 
Mr A Lockhart-Smith. 
Major C.). R Milne, 1.M.5. 
Mr. Durga Das Seal. 
Mr P C. Mojumdar. 
Mr, C. W. McMinn, fate LCS. 





‘The lute Sir Francis Maclean was the frst President of the Catcutta His- 
torical Society. When the proomters of the Society approached him In 1907 
with the view to making him their President, they received a very sympathetic 
response from him, and a long es he remained here asthe Chief Justice of 
gifended the Society incite beginning: was due to his presence at its meetings, 
The late Mr. James Lake, the" Mas” of the Capital, was one of the most promi- 
nent members of the Society and woe associated with it from its birth, His death 
is a very sud logs to the Society. ‘The late Mr. E. W. Madge was one of the 
founders of the Society Mia extensive knowledge of Anglo-[ndian history in 
general and his unrwalled acquaintance with the annals of his own community 
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in particular, were of great help tothe Editor of Bengal Past and Preseat with 
whom he was yery closely connected from the inception of the journal. His death 
is an irreparable loss to the Society and {ts journal, The late Dr. H. E. Busteed 
and Mr, W, Irvine took moch interest in the welfare of the Society's journal 
and occasionally heiped its editor with their contributions. The Society's journal 
has lost-two of its most valued supporters by their death.” The late Mr. P. C. 


Mojumdar, author of the Musnad ef Moorshidabad, was most helpful to the 
members of the Society when the Moorshidabad and Plassey excursions were 


undertaken, In 1907 when the Society was started, the late Lord Mints was 
Viceroy und Governor-General of India, and his Lordship showed his sympathy 
with the objects of the Society by becoming one of its Patrons: 


One of our Life-members, the Venerable William Holden Hutton, B: D., of 


St. John’s College Oxford, now Archdeacon of Northampton, has been recently 


appointed by the University af Oxford to be Reader in Indian History in suc- 
cession to the late Mr. Sidney James Owen. In his-inaugural address delivered 
before the University on January 20th last, he has paid a great compliment to 
the Society and its Journal : 

The Caloutts: Historical Sociely of which | was a member from its begin- 
fing in 1907 to its conclusion {almost immediately after [ had compounded asa 
life-member) inl 1911, printed same highly valuable papers, the result of consider- 
able reaearch, in seven volumes which it issued of Bengal Past and Present 
The enthusiasm and industry of its editor, Mr. Firminger, now archdeacon of 
Calcutta, deserve the highest praise. It is much to be hoped that he may be able 
belore long te revive the Society which was doing euch good historical work.’ 


Phave not seen anywhere in print the earliest proceedings of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal with regard to the foundation of the Benares Sanskrit College 
the second great institution founded by the Hon'ble East India Company for 


the education of the people of India. As the earliest documents regarding the. 


foundation of the Calcutta Madrassa appear elsewhere, it js becoming that the 
earliest proceedings of the Government regarding the great siuter institulion 
founded by Jonathan Duncan should appear simultaneously in Seagal Past and 
Present, Here they até reproduced in full - 





Toa 
Now EARL CORNWALLIS, x. «. 
January r7gg. = Govermer-Gencral in Connell 


My Loro,—Having: in view to the surplus Revenue expected ta be derived 
from the permanent ecttlement {as reported in my address of the asth November 
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1789) and of the qnatructions thereon passed by your Lordehip in Council in 
February last to transmit fur the consideration of Government my sentiments 
fegatiing its appropriation reflected frequently at the subject; it appeared t4 me 
that.a part of those fands-could not be applied to. more general advantage or 
with more local propriety than by the Institution of Hinduo College or Academy 
for the preservation and collivation of the Laws, Literature and Religion of that 
nation, at this centre of their Faith, and the common resort of all their Tribes, 

Two important advantages seemed derivalilé from such an Establishinent, 
the first tothe British mane and sation invite tendency towards endearing our 
Government ‘to the native Hindoos.; by our exceeding in our attention towards 
them aol their syalems, We care sliewn cyen by their oven pative Princes ; fot 
although Learning has ever been cultivated at Benares, in Humerus privale 
seminaries, yel no public institution of the:kind here proposed ever appears 
to have existed; to which, may, Ina considerable depres, be attributed the 
great difficulty of now collecting complete Treatives (although such as are well 
known to have existed) on the Hindoo Religion, Lawa, Arta, or Sciences: a 
Defect and Loss, which the permanency of a college al Henares must be 
peculiarly well adapted to. correct, and rérover by a gradual collectioa.and 
correction of the Books still to-be met (though in a very disporsed and imperfect 

stale) so ee willi care anil attention and by te assistance and exertions uf the 
Possessors und. students to accumulate at only a small and comparative 
éxpence to Government, a precious Library of the most ancient and valuable 
General Learning and Tradition now perhaps exisling on any part of the 
Globe. | P| 

The 2nd principal advantage that may be derived from this Ingititution 
will be felt In its effects more immediately by Use Natives, though not without 
being participated in by the British subjects, who are to rule over thetn, by 
Hing avid disseminating a knowledge of the Hindoo Law and proving a 
Nursery of future Doctors and Expounders thereof, to assist the Europeay 
Judges in the due, regular, and uniform administration of its genuine Letter and 
spirit to the body of the people. 

The and other similar considerations rendered me desirous of proceeding 
immediately after the receipt of the Board's orders of February 1790 to take 
measires preparatery to the intendod fnstitation in the confidence that T had 
every prospect of obtaluing the Sanction of Government to 4 measure that 
appeared not unworthy of the patronage of = liberal and distinguishing 
administration, bat us owing probabiy to the general state of war in which 
India has been of Lite invelved, the contingent parts of the Revenue ol Benares 
(viz. the Customs) were likely to fall considerably short during +198 Fussily of 
what they had amounted to in the year preceding, | was deterred from an 

chenaion of a deficiency of funda atthe end ol te yeur, lo pay up the 
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Company's fall Jumma (rem entering for that season on the proposed Establish 
ment and did, therefore determine to defer it fill the beginning ol the current 
year; when (even allowing for an equal Defalcation in the Custom House 
collections) from the improving state ef Land Revenue according to the 
annual ineresse on the few first years of the permanent setilement the amount 
od which had during the first two of those years of trial been realed, the surplus 
al. the close of rigg or September 4992, mul, 1 concluded, be more than 
sufficient to defray any possible expence of this new Establishment. 

Having thus long postponed the execution of the proposed plan I had 
taken measures for beginning it with ecrtainty from the commencement of the 
Fussily year 1199 or Septrmber last, when | was again tendered doubtful from 
the «esison having them decidedly turned our so unfavourable, by reason of 
the Draught, that we were supposed to be in danger of all the consequences 
of extreme dearth, and even of famine attended perhaps by s heavy loss in 
the Land Revenue, 

Thnee circumstances hod well nigh induced me (though reluctantlyjaltogether 
to give op the Design; but ss the intention had become known and the 
Professors collected 7 was on further reflection unwillimg to postpone and 
thereby perhaps altogetiier to risk a permanent advantage, lor a temporary 
difficulty; so that confiding im that justice and liberality, which | have 
hitherto so uniformly experienced from the (present admimistration I have 
ventured fo inestituie and open thie avademical lastitution for ehich | now beg 
leave very earnestly to solicit the <anction, support and approbation of Govern- 
menk 

From the enclosed rxtract.of my proceedings, it will be seen that 1 have 
limited the expence for the present year ta about 14900 Rupees; though to place 
the institution ona proper footing so as te admit of ‘« sufficient number of 
students ard of the acquisition of a Library, twenty thousand oupht. | think 
tobe at the least assigned for it, and accordingly there are contained in the 
accompanying extract two echemes of the Establishment, one on the suppesi: 
tlonof the present circumscribed, the other on that of the larger plan lust 

ted. 

As to the tonds for defraying this expence, although they may this year 
be sianty; yet To tront the Board's experience of the nidre thar sufficient 
genrral fends of this ditrict Jor all public or reasonable purpases, wll jeawe 
no dowbt, but thet in every common years moh larger amount than twenty 
thousand Kiurpersmus| remain a sairyiltin ‘liter paring the Company's Revenue and 
all ¢harger ef ralleetion, incloding thesr of the Iwo Moolky ndowluis ; though 
were thesy proposed charges fur the college even to be deducted and paid 
gut ofthe Hon'ble Companys present tental from the Zeminidary 1 cannot 
(jetging fen their beawn lihevality im the just and honorable cause-of the 
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advancement of science) doubt that under the. recommendation of Government, 
the Court of Director's sanction would be obtainoi for the expenditure; for 
which if any other compensation were required than the good consequences 
of the Institution Icould perhaps point out funds equal thereto; as for instance, 
the present income from the Mint, which, til of late years, the Hon'ble Company 
neither claimed nor benefited by, not to mention, the advantages which were 
last-year made from the Discounting of the Billy drawn, on this Treasary and 
the interest on the surplus money lying on it by which alone the Company 
have in lees than twelve months received and may in future (if permitted by 
Government) tealize more than wouid defray the expence of the college. 

The Extract of my Proceedings already referred to contain the few rules 
which have already been thought of for this Institution, and they are respect- 
fully submitted to Government for such correction or addition as may he thought 
expedient. 

Ltemain with the greatest respect. &c., 


BENARES, t (Sd.) JONATHAN DUNCAN, 
The rst January, 1702) \Resutont. 


Extratt from the Proceedings of the Resident 
at Benares dated the ist December 1792. 
The Resideut having for sometime pazt had contemplation to effect under 
Miksée tthe Tnatlietinn ‘of Re SUSpices and approbation of Government the 
I iy Col om Benare establishment at Benares of a College for the cultiva- 
—— tion. of the Lawa, Literature and (a= tmeeparably 
connected with the two former) the Religion, ofthe Hindoos, he has in pursuance 
of this design (which will be in. due time reported to Government) chosen «. 
certain number of professors in the principal Hindoo Sciences; and @ 
house having been hired for their reception hey met for the first time on the 
shih CGetoher fast; and the Resident made his first visit to the College on the 
17th of Noveniber, from tie beginning of which month it is meant that their 
establishment chall be ennsitered a4 having taken place and to be defrayed. 
The firet ides: as to the Establishment and allowances necessary to be 
fixed for the carrying into effect the purposes of this Institution, was that they 
must be at least equal to 20,00 Rupevs per annus, bot for the presont ft has 
been thought best till the: approbation of Government be obtained, to limit It 
ty withiy 14,000 Rupees by the year at the atmost; but as it seems probable 
that this scale of expettce may pooner or later be extended, the two Estimates 
hereafter recorded are therefore pendered applicable to that expectation 24 
well a to the present actual expence and ostablishment, which ts preceded 
by a short analysie of Hindoo Literature pointing out the severn! branches of 
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Science which it will be the object-al the Teanhers of this Seminary to cultivate, 


preserve: and in time perhaps to improve, 


THE ANALYSIS of LiTeRATURE FROM THE AGNI PuRANA » EIGHTEEN VID¥AS 


Vedas 1 Rigveds = 
Yajurveda 
Samaveda 
Atharvaveda 
Upavedas ,.. Ayurveda a 
Gandharva Veda, i Babs 
Dhanurveda ae 
Arthaveda +e 
Vedangas i. Sicsha 
Vyacorana 
(Ch'handas) 
(Niructe} 
(Calpa) 
Jyotish 
Darsana, ... Mimansa &e. ... 
Nyaya &c, 7 
Dherma ia Smriti “Hy 
Puranas &e. + 





3 





Medicine, Botany fe. 
Musick &c. 

(Arms) 

Mechanick arts 

g Ortheopy 

Grammar 

[2 Sacred Lexicography 
cheng: 

15 : Motagtysteks Be 
Logick &c. 

Laws 


Reduced to Nine Vidyas of which there should be Adhyapocas or Lecturers, 


Veda—(chiefly the Upanishads) Theology 
Ayurveda—Medicine and Natural History 


3 Gandharvaveda—Theory of Musick, Lyrick and: Drammatick 


Vyacaran—Grammar and Prosody and Cavyas 


Jyotish—Astronomy, Geography and Pure Mathomaticks 
6 Mimansa &&¢«.—Veillanta (#) Philosophy, Metaphysicks 


Nyaya—(4) Logic and Philosophy 
Dherma Sastra—Law Civil and Spiritual 


& Purana—istory, Evhicks, Heroick Poetry &c. 


Finst Surposition :—szo,o00Bs. Rs. A YEAR. 
Note—the chief Pandit or Mabopadhyaya should teach Theology and have 


@ double allowance. 


Allowance. Per métisem, 
Chief = 300 
Others pi s 9§0 cach 


Per annum. 
1. (3,000 
1,800 each. 


_— OO 


fw) According te Vyars Sz, 
(b) Aceurding lo Gotana Ae 


" é 





The Senior student or Reader of the Veda may also have a double 
allowance and give lessons to the younger scholars, 


Per mensetu. Per annum, 
Senior 2 . 3 we =. 
Other yy se TH each nin ia 
Total expence. 
Per mensem. Per annum, 
Bs. Rs, 1650 i fs 19,800 
The remainder (200) Rupees to be kept to buy Books for the College 
Library Ke, &c- 
‘SECOND SUPPOSITION :—14,0660 Bs. Rs. A YRAR. 
TWACHERS. | 
Per metisem. Per annum, 
Chiefs 2 a» $200 a we «=—(2,400 
Others 8 «. too each es wey 91800 
STUDENTS. 
Senior 2 ow 20 ox =. 240 
Others 8 ww. £0 “= +e {20 
ToraL EXPENCE. 
Per mensem, Per annum. 
Rs, Ra. 1,100 "i = 13,200 


The remainder (800) Rupees to ‘Say books and augment the numbers of 


= iallel in PROPOSED RULES FOR THE COLLEGE. 

1. The Governor in Council to be Visitor, and the Resident, his Deputy. 

2. The stipends to be paid by the hands of the Resident; but the Pundits 
10 have no concern with the collection ol the Reveoue. 

3. ‘The nine scholars (or eighteen ifso many can be supported) to be 
taught gratis: but no others except a certain number of such poor boys whose 
parents or kinsmen carmot pay lor instruction, all other scholars sliould pay 
thelr respective Teachers, as usual, 

4 The Teachers: and-studente-to hold their places during the pleasure of 
the Visiter, 

5. ‘Complaints to be first made to the Resident with a power of sppraling 
to the Visitor for his decisions. 

6, The professor of medicine must bo a Vaidya and so may the Teacher 
of Grammar, but as he could not teach Panini it would be better that all except 
the Physician should be Brahms. 

9, The Brabmin Teachers to have a preference over strangers in wacceed- 
ing to the Headship and the students in aucceeding to Professorships, if they 
shall on examination be found qualified. 
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§. The scholars to be examined four times a year in the presence of the 
Resident in all such parts of knowledge ascare not held too sacred to be 
discussed in the presence of any but Brahmina, 

9. Each Professor to compose annually to lecture for the use of his 
students, on his respective Scicnee ; and copies of such Lectures as may legally 
be divulged to. be delivered to the Resident. 

io. Examimations of the students in the more secret branches of learning to 
be made fourtimes a-year bys Committee of Brahmins: nominated by the Resident. 

mh. “The plan of a course 6f study In cach Science to be prepared by the 
several professors. 

t2 The students to bo sometimes employed in transcribing or.correcting 
books for the uee of the College, so 23 to form in time a perfect library. 

ig; The discipline of the College to be conformabie in all respects to: the 
Dherma Sastra in the chapter on education. The second book of Menu 
contains the whole system of discipline. 

NV. B.—The Resident had 19 regard to the above analyses and proposed 
Rules, the able asstetance of a private frienil. 

The following is the translation of the 1st Bill presented for the Establish. 
mont aforesaid, 

State of the Bill for the rst'month of Hindoo College or for November i7qi, 

The Principe! or Director of the College, Ser Shaster Goorno 

Tarcalunkar and Cashinaut Pundit, Inder Bedea 
Behader al per month aye ip rrp 220 0. 1G 

yet. For the follawing § Professors, 

1 Beresher Shesk, Professor or Teacher of the larger 

Bitkurn or that of Paniant aml of the Bashia of the 
Reg Beile awe ie i 160 0 (a 

and. Ram Chander Tara, erafeesae:0 or Teacher of Vede and: 
Vedante vue ., 106 oo 6 

ara. Rampersanud Teighsiusehs tne) (Proteant of the Nysy 
shaster si “os i 0 0 1M 
Soobhia Saatri, professor olf thin Moananess ~- i100 0 0 

Gesayne Anund Ghun, Professor af the Pooran and 
Cubbe Shasters ww Ith oF Oo: 
Luchmy put Jowshee, i aae ‘of the Jatish Shaster,.. 809 o o 
Giitiganarin Bhutt, Professor of the Boyd Shuster cs So o oO 


Rs “Bes” oo oO 
Shamanund Bhattachagj son of Cashénauth Professor 
or Teacher of the Dherm Shaster 1 «loo 8 6 


2 we 








THE SECRETARY'S NOTES. 








132 





Secondly For the following 9 Seshi or students, 


t, Ram Canny of Bengal ; oe 15 
2. Munco Jowshee of Guzernt u . Io 
3: Tyram Bhutt Marhatta ve 15 
4 Cashinauth Sedhant Bepees = 
§ Doorga Churn of Konowja to 
6. Gobind Narain of Gour fo 
7 Hurdoo Jowshee ... § 
8. Munorut Tewary ..: 4 
g- Gowree Pershaud ... 10 


let. 


and. 


rd. 
4th, 
sth. 


5th. 


TOTAL FOR STUDENTS RS. ... 96 
Thirdly for Establishment of officers or Servants 


Sehesram Bermcharry for keeping the “ire Se, ... 10 
Nuncoolaul Koyal as a writer 19 
4 Peons i4 
2 Fraush iT ' « 6 
Brahmin to serve water 4 qi 
House rent @ *y per month x 

9 


Paper Ink, etc. 


TOTAL PER MONTH ...1,1:38 


Sooo? Boe 68 6s & 


a 
2 


o 6 o © 66 6 
ooo cf o 8 6 


oc Ff & O60 6 6 6 6 


0 


The shove is to be paid on account from the Treasury, subject of course 


to the subsequent sanction of Government.* 


Agreed that the following letter be written to the Resident at Benares, 





To 


No. 9 
To the Realiden! of Benores 
Sik. —We have received your letter of the 1st instant with its enclosure. 
We entirely approve of the plan of the Hindoo College which you 
have established from the commencement of 119g Fussly and eeneur in your 
sentiments respecting the public benefit that may be expected to result from 
it; you will limit the expence of the Establishment for the current year to 
Sicca Rupees 14,000 and in the event of the surplue collection not proving 
adequate to the payment of the amount you have our 4anection to issue the 


be Le cD a ae a le a ek ee ween Raa ee 
©The spelling of the -ce-pechccnherwtg td Paha neanemtin alte phe at 
Raper Douiee” sort of tronsliterstion those days. 


35 


prevalert in 


A. True Extract. 


(Sd.) JowaTHan Duncan, 
Atestdent, 


J, Duncan, Esgare. 


Resident at Henares 
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deficiency from your Treasury. If in consequence of the unfavourable-_ 


ness of the past season tere should be no surplus collections you will 
charge the whole expence to the account of Goverment. From the com- 
mencement of the Fussily ‘year 1200, we authorize you to increase the 
establishment to Sicca Rupées 20,000 per annum, provided upon the arrival 
of that period you shall be of opinion (of which you will advice we) that the 
surplus collections will be adequate to the payment of the amount, otheewise 
you will restrict the expence to the sum authorized to bo disbursed in the 

current year. 
Fort WILLIAM, | | 
; WE ARE &e, 

The 13th January, 1794. 





| have wequired after much trouble and expense all the literary remains 
of that great Bongalee publicist and writer, Dr, Samblni Chandra Mookerjec, 
whose biography my esteemed friend, Mr, F: H. Skrine of the Indian 
Civil) Service, published in 1897. His powerful writings as cilitor of the 
well.koown newspaper, Mets and Rayyef, which he founded and conducted 
with singular ability from 1882 to-1894 when he died, brought him during the 
tast decade of his life into the closest intimacy with such Viceroys as Lords 
Dufferin and Lansdowne, and Lieutenant-Governors as Sit Auckland Colvin 
Sir Steuart Bayley, and Sir Charles Elliott, who corresponded with him on the 
burning political questions of the day with perfect [reedom. Among his 
papers now jn my possession, twenty years after his death, | find several 
auch letters, some of which are of too confidential a nature: to be published, 
But his acte-books and diaries are of immense value to the present generation 
His highly accomplished mind bred up in sumptudus surroundings and with 
aristocratic tastes find ther fullest. play in these “leisure-hoor™ Writings, and 
nowhere does he display more filly bis own subtle humour and powor of 
quaint antithesis and apposite quotation than in his note-books and diaries. 
Occasionally 1 hope to publish im this place quotations from Dr. Sambbu 
Chandra Mookerjec’s note-books. Here is one :— 





When was Sirajuddsula bom? He fs represented to have been but a 
boy when te came to the throne, His excesses are ypalliated by his age. 
Stewart on tlie authority of bis native chroniclers says that Aliverdikhan. 
who had adopted hint, desiguing him for his succession, placed his prandsan 
by his side on the Marmud as his successor in 1753 when the boy was only 
fifteen years old (History of Bengat, quoted by Hunter in Statistical Account 
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of Bemgal, EX, 185-86). | lt is stated, however, in Mr. Long’ 

date August 1752, that the Nawab Sirajuddanla, whom Aliverdikhan had 
appeinted to be his successor, was arrived at Hughli’ (Hunter) at the invila- 
tion of the Dutch and the French and that the English President and Council 
waited upon him with presents; The suggestion is that they could handly 
have waited upon a stripling of filteeo. This, hownver, ts not an unatiewer- 
able anrametit, It ts matter af history that the infant son of Zejuudiin Hoyevin 
Khan was invested with a high sancad and loaded with titles, not the least 
of which was the name by which he is known to fame—Sirajuddaula, Aliverdi 
has trained him from his infancy to be a ruler. 

if Stewart be right, the Europeans paid court to.» boy of fourteen. 
| Hf Sirajuddaula was barely fillecn in 1753, lie must have been born 
in 4739 

There is no where that [ see or remember any distinct date of his. 
birth given. From a statement in Gholam Hossein the time may be 
approximately calculated, 

In relating Aliverdi Khan's appointment to the Deputy Government of 
Behar, the Siyar gays—' History ought to remark that a lew days before 
this elevation, a grandson was bor ta Aaliverdiquan from his youngest 
daughter (247), married to his youngest nephew, Zineddin- Ahmedd quan, and 








ha he had no son of lile own, he called him Mirza Mahmud, after his own name, 





adopted him for his-son, and had him educated in his own house. He ascribed 
te its suspicious birth, that sudden flow of honors, dignitics, and fnavers; 
and on that account fedaubled his affection for him.’ Mustapha—tI, 306. 
\(247) His youngest daughter was Amnabegum, who became famous 1 
Muorshidabad, after her hushand's death by her amoure and gallantry, This 
Mirza-Mahmud is the same as Badshah Coolyghan, afiws Stradj-cddowlah 
etc.'—note by translator. 

So then Sirajuddauls was born a: few days before- Aliverdi Khan's 
appointinent fo Behar, Whien did that appointment liappen ? Shyamdhan 
Mookerjee, author of a short history of Mootshidabad, gives 1729 25 the 
year of Allverdi’s: appointinent. Where he got the date he docs dot say. 
The same date is given ip the useful and interesting compilation, /Yisforical 
and Ecclesiastical Sketches of Bengal, Calcutta fag. ‘Admitted a favourite, he 
( Haji Abmed) lifted bis brother from one step to another, till, im the year 

r72g, he obtained for him Wve Nabobship of Patna, where Ally Verdi Khan soon 
minde timeclf very powerful; for.part. by policy etc.’—A, and £. Shetedes, p. 
85. From the style I presume the passage to be from Orme, 
| ‘Stewart gives the Hijri 1143, which according 19 him was 1729-30 of the 
hristian Era, as the year in which Fakberadowla was removed from the 
Erceiait ol Bebar, ‘and throngh the influeace of Khan Dawan, the 





y "EF 


140 BENGAL: PAST t- PRESENT. 





Paymaster General, the Government of that province was again annexed to 
Bengal, and Sujaa Addeen Khan was, in consequence, ordered to appotnt his 
own deputy to thot important situation,’ glo Ed, p, 420 

‘Taking the removal of Fakheradowala to have taken place in 1726-30, tt is 
probable thal some months elapsed before the Court of Delhi decided upon 
annexing the office to Bengal or conferring tt upon Sujsaddeen Khan, and the 
Intter appointed Aliverdi, particularly as there were, disputes in his family on 
ihe subject. [t was wot | believe before 1730 that the appointment was made, 

Laeth fuly #879 | Nothing like history atfiret hand, A(terallit would seem 
that Stewart mokes no such statement as has been quoted from him by Honter 
(seo three pages back in this nole-book), He distinetly eays that ‘Serajuddauls 
was born atihe period that Ali Verdi was appointed to the Goverment of 
Behar ctc., p: ¢95 {ato Ed.) ‘This young man in the year of the Hijira 
1167 (4753) All Verdi Khon declared to be bis successor= he seated him on 
the musnad, and having made him the eustamary offerings and gretnlations, 
obliged ail the courtiers and officers to do the same; and from that time suifered 
him to interfere in the Government of the province and to makea very bad use 
of bis authority.” Stewart, 4to Ed, London p. 495- 


From the above historical fragment of somé interest on which our 
Mahomedan frientis may throw morh light from their researches In original 
Persian. histories of India and particularly those of Bengal, it appears 
that the origina) name of Sirajuddaula was Mirea Mahmud, There fz 
however, a lapse in this matter in De H. FE Busteed’s Arhoes from Old 
Caleatta—edition of rg0o8—as he makes thie name Murza Muhammed The 
name iz correctly given in T. W. Beale’s An Orrental Biegraphical Dictionary 
London, 1894, p. 380: 





Here is another interesting historical fragment from Dr. Mookerjee's 
note-book -—According to the Fervth Afwnyuri, itself founded on, among 
others, the Jerehh-;-Selproen, Serfera], Klien hard offended his ministers 
and prandees by showing ettraordinaty favoure to Syad Diler Alj. of Belgrami 
thising him and on one occasion presenting him with three elephants an! 
sixteen horacs, wilhout doing anything fot his three minisiers wherehy pot 
only were they dissatistied, ‘bat all his servants had had their hones blasted. 
tiaji Abmad (brother of Aliverdt Khan) had his own grudge in spéelal dA that 
Sérieta) hax, aguinst all decency, act his heart upon marrying Farkhanda 
Begun, daughter of Ataulinh Khan aol Rabis Begum (the Haji's daughter) 
to fria (Sarteraj's) own som after she had been bethrothed (shin khgmed)) 
to Sits} nddaula, 
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Jagat Seth's con's bride to the palace to satisfy his curiosity of hor surpassing 
‘peunty {see the Seth family version in Hunter's Moorshidatad, Statistical 


bani 


Bengal), For « banker Jagat Seth's more serious grievance may have been the 
fact learnt by Ananda Rabu" front Syad Kajim Al Ir fx this: After his 
aécession Serfera} chowed Jagat a tip {which he nun to wear on his arm) whirl 
‘piteported to De a receipt given by Jagat Seth to Moorshid Kali Khan fora 
fabulous eum (being the money and effects deposited with the banker) alter 
faving enquired the Bazaar wit? of the day, the ruling cate of Interest (was it 
- nbittrather the rate of exchange that was meant by this enquiry about sett?) 
and asked him what might be the Interest on the sum? The answer wis— 
Exka miti men jano mal “Huzurto fassaddok Aayn.t Jagat Seth must have 
been continually fn alarm while such a document remained in the Nawab’s 
hands—See Gholam Hossein, 





The following volumes have recently been published by the Government of 
Bengal and are procuratile througl) Messrs, Thacker. Spink & Co. 

Midnapur District Records, 160— a+ .- Price Ke. 3 

Rangpur District Records, t770—70 ‘ " w 3 





I a 


Proceedings of the Select Committee at Fort Wittiane. 
rgd ai aoe = ve a * | 
The above mentioned volumes are edited by the Venerable Archdeacen of 


A} impression froma half-tone Hlack reproduction of a portrait of Colonel 
T. D. Pearse will be found im the present number. As a memoir of the 
* Founder of the Bengal Artillery” appeared in several successive numbers of 
Bengal Past aud Present itis unncesssary in this place to do mote than express 
our gratitude to Colonel Hugh Pearse for securing for us a photograph of the 
original portrait, which belongs to the Royal Artillery, Mess at Woolwich. 


26, Shampunan Street, } 


| a 5. €. SANIAL 
Caleutia, 26th March ror. 
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Calcutta Historical Society. 


PROCEEDINGS OF MEETINGS. 


ROCEEDINGS af the General meeting of the Calcutta Historical Society held 
on March 6, i914 at 6 Pat. ot the hall of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, 
Park Street, Calcutta, 
Present : 
The Hon'ble Sir Lawrence Jenkins, Kr. K.C.1. E., in the Charr. 
Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjee, KT. 
The Hon'ble Mr. Justice Sir H. L. Stephen. 
The Venerable Archdeacon of Calcutta (W. K. Firminger, B.D.) 
The Hon’ble Dr. Devaprasad Sarvadhikart, M.A, BLL. LL, D. 
The Hen'ble Kai Preanath Mooketjee, Bahadur. 
Mr. FL. Stewart, Sheri?’ 
Le. Coli: Wi. J. Buchanan, b M-S:. 
Mr. RK. D. Mehta, C. J, E. 
» J. edaet. 
u Ji Nahapiet. 
» OL Ghosh, M.A, 
» We C. Beanmont, 
u “A. A, Browne. 
» &. O'Connell. 
» FP. Harrington. 
» W. HL Phelps: 
i (>. B. MeNair. 
» &. C. Seallan, 
The Rev. J, Watt. 
The Rev. Father H. Hosten, S. J. 
Rai B. A. Gupte, Bahadur, 
Mrs. R.. Stewart. 
Mr. 5. C. Sanial. 
Proceedings commenced with the reading aut by the Secretary, Mr, §. C. 
Santal, of the following minutes of ithe proceedings and wanes Bs “i 
Couneil on the azth June, tgit, and 19th February, rgi2, | i we 
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_- Minutes of a meeting of the Council of the Caicutta Historical Society held 
‘in the Hall ofthe Asiatic Society of Bengal on Tuesday the 27th June 191! 
‘at 6.15 P.M. 
Present ; 
The Hon'ble Sir Lawrence Jonkina, in the Charr. 
The Hon'ble Mr, Justice Fletcher, 
A - = ,  Holmwood. 
ne " wo Stephen, 
Lt::Col: }. Lioyd-Jones, 1. My 5. 
Mr. E. W. Madge. 
The Hon'ble Mr. W. C. Madge. 
Mr. W- H.. Phelps. 
Mr, J. C, Mitehell. 

1. The minutes of the last meeting of the Council, held on Monday, the 
tut of May were read and conliemed, 

a. Abthe request of the Chairman, the Hon'ble Mr, Justice Stephen 
explained ta the merting the terms on which the Asiatic Society 
Sub-Committee {appointed to look into this subject) thought it 
possible that their Society would take us over. Namely that our 
assets would be taken, at a valuation, towards yart of the entrance 
fee of those members of the Calcutta Historical Society wishing to 
‘be taken over, and thot the balance {probably about Rs. 16) would 
have to be pald by each member, being so taken over. 

q, After some discussion it wax decided the above proposition be: put 
before a general mecting to be called for the 17th of July. 

4. It-was proposed by the Hon'ble Mr. Justice Holmwood and seconded 
by the Hon'ble Mr. W.-C. Madge that the membership of the 
Society he thoroughly revised and that ail those in arrears with their 
subscriptions, should be struck off. 


We, the undersigned office bearers of the Calcutta Historical Society. 
decming it impracticable in the present circumstances fo carry an the business 
‘of the Society, but believing it inexpedient—in view of « possible reorganisation— 
that the Society should be dissolved, desire to resign our a¢veral offices aa from 
the rat March next, and agree. 

t That, pending such reconstitution of the Society, a4 may eventually 

he determined upon the Hon'ble Mr, Justice Stephen do hold the 
assets of the Society; and 
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2: That the above resolution be recorded in the Council meeting book and 
circulated by the present Honorary Secretary to the members of the 
Society's Council, 

(Sd.) L. Jenkins—President, 

4 Pte STEPHEN,—Vice-P resident. 
» AW, WATSON —Afendrary Seervtary. 
» JC. Mircuen.— , Treasurer. 


igth February, 112. 


The President called upon the Venerable Archdeacon to address the 
meeting. 

The Venetable Archdeacon, W. K. Firminger, in responding said there were 
reasons for believing that if the Historical Society were revived it would. prosper, 
He was inclined to the view expressed by the Hon'ble Mr. Justice Stephen at 
one of their committee meetings that if a society was founded and it did 
good work for four or five years, it was justified by its good work, If the sociely 
made a new start, with the experience gained in the past, it should have a 
long, useful and continnous future before it, They would remember that in 
the aid-days the majority of the members did not live in Caleutia, and aa they 
were inostly residents up-country, they did not derive much benefit from such 
activities of the Society as the expeditions, etc. But for the journal of the 
society there would oot have been much inducement for them to join it. This 
war one of the things they would have to remember in the future, and if they 
wished to mtain their up-country members, they must not gtudge the 
expenditure of a large amount of their funds on their journal, Despite 
the fact that a great deal of the subscriptions had not heen collected 
at the time, the society went into abeyance, it yet had Rs. 500 to. its 
credit. If the Society in 1gta had collected these subscriptions and realised. 
a small profit on the journal he thought they would have. at the end of 
thal year had a very considerable credit balance, so that there was, he thought, 
nothing in their position which would lead to anticipate any financial diffi- 
culties, The Committee formed to consider the question of the revival of the 
society held that the best thing they could do was to gel a guarantee fund 
and start with the production of a new number of Bengal Past and Present 
That was done, and the eum of Rs joo Was guaranteed to meet any possible 
loss is the jitoduetion of the April number. ‘With this assurance they set to 
work, and the new number of Heagal, Past ded Pretexnt could be expected 
within the next three weeks, ft would not he euch a large number as several 
they had issued in the past, but nevertheless ® would contain about 4 50 pages 
with illustrations, and within these limits they could give four numbers every 
year. With the care exercised the cost had been lessened but when they had 
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the next issue in their hands they would see that this would oot result in any 
4#rious loss in either the get-up or the matter of the journal. 

Mr. W.H. Phelps here asked the speakerto explain the relations of this 
society with the Asiatic Society of Bengal, 

The Venerable Archdeacon explained that they not been taken over by the 
Asiatic Society as was propoard, owing, he thought, to the difference in 
subscription: the two societies had not been amalgamated. 

Cobtinuing, he said that the legal position was that the Historical Society 
Wat merely in abeyance and all that they had to do to revive it was to ap- 
point officers, which it was proposed to do at that meeting. 

In referting to the former proposal to liave'a board of editors for the jour- 
nal he observed that among thoes who were appeinted on the board was 
Dr. Dennison Ross, who as they knew had left India permanently, Another of 
them Mr. HG. Graves was also about to go Home jon furtough, and the Rev. 
Father H. Hosten found that his duties would. prevent him from being a meniber 
of the Editorial Committee. Ultimately he found himself left alone, The Commit- 
tee liad, however, given him a most competent assistant editor in Mr. S.C. Sanial, 
It was an éxtellent plan to have a committee of five editors, but to do that they 
would have to alter one of their rites) In conclusion he suggested that il they 
altered their niles, the sabser | might be slightly reduced in view 
of the fact that their foucnal qwas sold at the bookstalla at Ru. $ per number. 
‘They should offerinducements to regular purchasers to obtain the journal 

by becoming members of the society. He moved that the following | pro- 
ceedings of the informal committees which met in December, tg13, and 
January, 1914, be accepted as acts of this council. 

Mr. PF. H. Stewart suggested that on revival it should be formed into an 
All-India Society, which would, hé thought, be a practical basis and ensure 
continuity of existence. 

hp. President pointed aut that this suggestion had been considered by the 

mmittee who were of opinion that it was not practicable, But thete was no 
reason n why it should mot be reconsidered. 

The Rev. Father Hesten was of opinion that the present Society hada 
big field to develop which he thonght would still be undeveloped when many 
af them would be dead and gone. “Our opinion was that out Review should 
speciilize, 20 that it be understood among scholars that any tmformation re- 
qitired about Benyal Pest and Present is likely to turn up in the pages of 
own Review. Bengal is, or was, 30 latge, and it has so long and manysided 
6 past behind it, that many years must yet olapse before we can expect to have 
eshausted Its history. Only thes might there be question of broadening out 
the es of oar activities, ot rather, the Calcutta Historical Society, having 
then accomplished its purpose, might then go into. abeyance for a well-merited 
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holiday, singe there are in existence All-India Mistorical Reviews, euch as the 
Indian Antiquary, and the Faurnal of the Asiatit Society of Bengal, and itwould 
he ungracious on our part to substitute ourselves to such time-hnmoured institu- 
tions, Of late years, several Socletics haye come into: existence, like the Punjab 
Historical Society (Lahore) and the Mythic Society of Bangalore, each af 
thm. specializing for a portion of India, Such specializing and division of 
labour should be encouraged, It awakens local talents and groups them round 
their natural centre. It would be a pity if we were to encroach on their 
fell, or they on ours. Besides, how could we think of amalgamating such 
Societies and our own Inte an All-India Historical Society, when we are at 
this moment simply striggling to re-affirm our existence as an individual unit 
in the historical movement? Let us. spectalize, ton; we have about one-fifth of 
ludia proper to specialize in. Our membership was; and will be again, larger 
than that of gor sister soci¢ties of Lahore and ‘Bangalore. [Hf they can live, 
how could not we? We ought to beable to command at least as much support 
and local talent as they.” 





CONSTITUTION. 

On the motion of the Hon'ble Mr, Justice Hi L. Stephen, seconded by the. 
Hon'ble Raji Preo Nath Mookerjee Bahadur the following persons were 
constituted the Council of the Society for the current. year with power to 
add to their number —The Hos. Sir Lawrence Jenkins, the Hon, Maharaja- 
‘dhiraj of Burdwan, the: Hon, Mr. Justice Stephen, ‘Sir Rajendra Nath 
Mookerjee, the Hon. Sir Asutosh Mookerjee,the Hon. Mr. Justice Fletcher, 
ihe Ven, Archdeacon W,K. Firminger, the Hon. Mr. J, G. Camnyng, Mr, 
John Davenport, Mr. 1..G, Dunbar, the Hon'ble. Mr. Justice Holinwood, Mr. 
G.B. McNair, Mt. KR. D, Mehta, Mr. W. H. Phelps) Me. E,W, 5S, Russell, 
Mr. G. P. Shelton, Mr. Hi A- Stark, the Hon. Mr. W. W. Hornell, Mr. J. B. 
Crichton, Mr. W..C. Beatiment, Dr W. Kennedy, Sir E,W. Robinson, Mr. 
AL Fi. de Cosson, Mr HG. Graves, McvJ,C. Mitchell, the Rev. Father 
H, Hesten, s J, Mr. F. Hi Stewart, Sheri of Calcutta, Maharaja Sir 
Prodyat Kumar Tagore and the Non. Dr, D. P. Sarbudhikari . 

On the motion of Mr KR. D. Mehta, s¢tonded by Mr. W, C. Beaumont 
the following gentlemen were constituted the Executive Commiittes of 
the Society forthe current year with power to add to: their number :—The 
Hon. Mr, Juatice H. L, Stephen, the Hon, Mr. Justice Holmwood, Lt.-Col; 
W. J. Buchanan, 1.M.S. the Hon. Rai P. N. Mookerjee Bahadur, Siz 
Rajendra Nath Mookerjec, Mr, RD, Mehta, Mr. W. HL. Phelps, the Hon. 
Mr. Justice Chowdhuri, Me. H.G, Graves, Mahomed, the Ven. Artchdescon 
W. K: Firminger, Mr. John Davenport, Mr. F, H. Stewart, the Hon. Secretary, 
and the Hon, Treasurer, 
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Ow the mation of Lt-Col: WJ. Buchanan, seroided by the Rev. Father 
H. Houten, 5: , Messrs S: C: Sanial and J. (C. Mitchel) were reappointed: 
Honorary Secretary and Treasurer. 

The President regretted that he would lave to adhere te his intention of 
resigning the Presidentehip. He thought that eonve one with more energy 
should take his place and proposed, and the Hon'ble Mr, Justice H. Ly Stephen 
secontled, that the Venerable Archdeacon be elected President of the Suciety, 

The motion was carried by acclamation. 
Mr, RD. Melita, proposed a vote of thanks to the chair with which 
the proceedings terminated. 


Proceedings of the first informal incuting held on the 5th December 19135, 
at 6-g0'P.M., atthe St, John's Church ta discuss the proposed revival of the 
Calcutta Historical Society, 

Present: 
The Hon'ble Sir- Lawrence lenkina in the chair. 
i ii Air. lustice H. L. Stephen, 
“2 - Iai Preonath Mookerjee Bahadur, 
The Venerable Archdeacon of Calcutta. 
Dr. E Denison Ross- 
LeCol. W. J. Buchanan. 
The Rev; Pather H, Hester, S J: 
Mr. H. G. Graves. 
Mr. J. Davenport. 
Mr. S. C, Sanial. | 
i, The Hon'ble Rai Preonath Muokerjee Bahadur moved and Lt-Col. W, 
J. Buchanan seconded that it iy desirable that the Calmitta. Historical 
Society should resume lia work. 

“9. The President moved an amendment to the first resnlution to the effect 
that before the question of reviving the Calcutta Historical Society 
he put before a general meeting, a small committee consisting of 
the Hon'ble Mr. Justice H, L Stephon, the Venerable Archdeacon 
W_ KC Firminger, Dr. E. Denison Ross, Mr. HG. Graves and the 
ey, Father H. Hosten, S. 1, do meet ot an early date to formulate 
a scheme for the future work of the Calcutta Historical Society with 
<pecial reference to its financial position, and to submit their report 

tg the members of this informal meeting who would meet here again 
to tuke it into, consideration as soon as itin received. This was 
séeanded by. Mr, H.G. Graves and passed. 
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CAUR. THE LATTAN MASIID: 


Fhotes by W. K. Firminger. 
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PAN DUAH, PULFIT OF THE OUTUB MASIID, 


Ehotee by WW. KK. Firrminper 
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PANDUAR SIKANDAR'’S CHAMBER - WEST SIDE OF 
THE ADINAH MAS/ID. ABOUT (389 A. BD 





PANDUAH ENTRANCE IN W. WALL OF THE ADINAH MASIID. 


Fhotes by WB Firmntnger. 
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PANDUAH, MINRAB OF THE AGINAH MASIID, 


Photos by WK. Firmingor 
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PANDUAH. CARVED STONE FILLARS. BAF! DARGAH, 





FANDUAH COPPER ORUMS OF NAWAB MIR OASIM KHAN 
IN FRONT OF THE MUSAFIRKHANA (GUEST HOUSE) 


Photes by \W. KR. Firminger 
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THE RIGHT REVEREND THOMAS FANSHAWE MIDDLETON 
THE FIRST BISHOP OF CALCUTTA. 
Enthroted December 2, 18) 4. 





Extracts of Letters from MAjOR Powrnt at Delhi, to Colonel Sronside at 
Belgram, May 22, 1776, containing some interesting Historical 
avd Biographical Particulars, 


you have no doubt heard of Zabets Khan's rebellion, and of his late 

success in destroying the King’s forces; and seizing all his artillery. 
He had, im consequence of his victory, Inii hold of almost all the 
country which the King possessed between the Jumns and the Ganges. 
However, latterly he has assented to the preliminaries of an accomoda- 
tion, and T hope, before itis long. we shall be at peace from that quarter: 
He is to have a considerable territory as a niaintenance for himself and hie 
son, and 1s to rent another from the King adjoining to it, For: conditions 
hy half Jess hard, matters might have been made up about live months ago; 
by which the King would have saved his Nonour, hls troops, and cracls. rhoney 
and expénce; but ‘private pique, and sonte avarice, were to be gratified: 
and the consequences have very nigh proved dreadful to this ity, whioN ly 
far from Leing-in a stale of defence, 





| dir mot remember evetito have been ina place more adapted than this 


is, to: encourage moral -reflections on the vicissitude and uncertainty of 
sublunary grandeur, power, und comfort. True it is, that the etiquette of 
the court ts atill, a» mech as possible, kept up ae it was In the time ai 
Shah Jehan, or Mahomed Shah; but, alas! how muct fallen from the splen- 
out and gpulence whieli distinguished those relyne! Wood, and some coarte 
Catuah cloth, has eupplied the want of those pillars of silver and gold that 
Ley th tle awnings of cloth or velvet) covered with embiroidery, 

which went round every apartment, The ceilings of massy ailver gill, have 
niade togitt foe more madest ones of painted wood, In short. every step 
ome takes inf the palace, shewe what it was once; and how fallen its at 
present. Even tle very walls lave not escaped the depredations of ris. 
chizvous avarice. THey ate of fine white murble In iost uf the public 
apartments | have seen, and inlaid with agates, jaspers, onxyes, and’ other 
precious marbles, in the form of flowers, alter the Flatentine manner. Thik 
work has been extremely well perfurmed, and af a great expence, but almost 
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ie the marble has been dog a the small pieces of agates, or 
wv with which vee tHe tr berts me to sea such peste work 


_--'Y have not far ta. go to se¢ a striking instance af this lickleness ol 
Fortune. Iam lodged in a house bailt by ‘the famous Camuradin Khan, 
Vizier to Mahomed Shah, aman immensely rich and powerful. The house, 
though much decayed, still shews what it was, and the opulence of It 
master, It ia certain a:good estate might be bought for only what has been 
expended on the gilding, from which you may judge of therest. In the 
time of Camurodin Khan, the gréateat Omrah of the empire would have 
thought himself bighty homoured by being admitted to an entertainment or 
visit in ihie palace ; and as for an European, aa I am, the farthest I could 
have preteniied to 8°, would have been about the gate. But see, how times 
alter | The only sueviving son of this great vizier is in the deepest want of 
everything ; inhabits a wretched dwelling on the outside of this hotise, 
which, In the tiine of his father, one of his servants would have disdained 
to live in; and an European occupies the visier's apartments. This is one 
of those revolutions that are much more frequently met with in this country 
than -fmany other, and ia fine subject for moral and philosophical reflection, 
Notwithstanding what 1 have said, of my occupying the master's apartments. 
of Camurodin Khan's house, yet I must also conless | have vio reason to 
‘assume pach on it, for dam not the only inhabitant. A good quantity at 
bats, owls, ewallows, and pigeons, dispute with me that honour; and, spite of 
my efforts, keep poasession of their holes; 20 that, wllogether, | have nothing 
to be proud of, since I only whare the habitation with them.. 

With respect: to Sombre, he ts an Alsatian, born at Strashurg, tha 
capital of that country, originally bred @ carpenter, though some say & 
batchor, which last 1 am tempted to credit. He came to India about 30 years 
ago in the French sea service as 9 carpenter; from which he goon after 
entered Into the milltury as a private soldier, and was faiked to the rank of 
serjeant, in which station He costinded to the breaking out of the last wae 
and was stationed, 1! think, at Dacca. The French Factory there haying 
dispersed at Lhe taking of Chandernagore, Sombre, amongst the rest, left 
that place, and went to seek his fortune. He entered into the service of 
various powors in different parts of India, and, in the latter part, [ think, 
with the Purnea. Nabob, where, with many changes, but in a low condition, 
he remained snnotioed till the accusion of Cassim Aly to the Bengal 
Musnud. 

The encouragement Castim Aly gave to such us were capable of dis- 
ciplining troops after-the European mode, particularily if they were French 











he gained favour by his nasidiliy, and the care ‘he took to form be troay 
that vere entrusted to hia charge, He had soon a separite cominand 
however, he remained undistingaished for any thing, except the infaimo 





European nainn, butchered our offiders, ete., confined at Patna, in consequence 


of Cassim Aly Khan's orders, and after thie horrid act had been proposed 


and refused by several of his Hindustaneo officers: From thi time may be 
dated Sembre’s rise and power, Cassin could not but place confidence in 
a man_so truly after his own heart: of course be became a favourite, and was 
well rewarded for his villainy, All this, however, did not afterwards prevent 
Sombre’s observing that Casaim’s fortune was ‘irretricvablo ) and be accord- 
ingly began to secure himeecl! with Shujah-al-Dowlali, into whove scrvice he 
entered, with the greatest part of the troops under his. command, sonic time 
alter Cassim had taken refuge with him; having previously compelled bis 
worthy master to pay every rupee hé was in arrears with his party, which, 
little by little, he had gained gverto himself. From this period ha became 
independent, and bis own master; and be remained with Shujah, till the 
latter's treating with the English made {t necessary for kim to diamise 
Sombre. He meant to do it without paying him, but jt would not do 
Sombre surrounded Shujah's begum and women inthe Robheila country, and 
madé-ber pay all arrears before he would move afl. He then went into the 
service of the Jauts, from which, on some discontent, be removed mt the 
Jaynigur Rajal's country, where, however, he did not stay long) he returned 
to the Jauts, and remained with them while they could pay him; after which 
he was invited to this Court, and well received, though afterwards trealed in such 
a tiinner as engaged him to join with Nujkaf Khan, with whom he has been 
ever_since. His party is mot very considerable. Three battalion’ of sepoys 
and about 200 horses compose it; but he hasa good train of artillery, 14 guns 


vrell mounted, and well served with everything necessary. As to his capacity. 


and character, Sombre is vinmy (ce. Hilierate) te tie full extent of the 
word: he can neither read nor write, but, where necessary, makes his nzark, 
He ia, bowever, versed in Persian and Moorish tongues, both of which he 
speaks fluently, and accurately enough, He is, asamay be jadged from his 
conduct at Patna, of a crucl and tmetciless disposition, several lnntances of 
whieb be has given in the exertion of what he thought justice and authority, 
bat whith could be called by aby othet name than murderous and bibody 
acts. He is reputed cowardly, and not over serupulows. Ae to the fale aide 

of his character, he ia a plain man, both in bis dress, equipage and way: of 
mt not disowning of attempting to conceal his teas origin, and the humble 
state in. which he has formerly been, in this, very different from the other 


action, in which he treacherousty, and in coid blood, to the dishonour -of th the 
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adventurer Madee, But Sombre’s principal merit is in his prudence; itis 
that which his hitherto kept his party entire and unbroken in the: several 
engagements he bas been in, and where be alone slmost sustained the whole 
brunt of the action, and which, in all likelihood, will preserve him hereafter, 
He “has, indeed, an uncommon share of it, and may be allowed some military 
merit. He is much afraid of the English; he dreads their very name, and 
not without reason, This makes him ever keep on his-guard; no person 
can enter ar apptoach his camp without being stopped and examined. In 
short, his whole deportment shews he is-under apprehensions lest he should 
be seized and delivered up. On that account he ts very loth to divide his 
forces, particularly since the English army is come so near where he fs, 
This eircumspection, spite of his prudence, has brought him into another 
dilemma, from which, in the end, he may find it difficult to extricate himeell. 
He will not take from Nojhaf Khan any other subsidy for his troops tit 
ready money, which the latter is not very forward to pay, He is actually 

ten months in arrears with Sombre, and the latter four months in arrears with 

his awn party. If Sombre would accept of a district, which Nujhaf Khan 

has more than once offered him, from the rents of which he might get what 

is auffcient to. pay himself his monthly allowance, which is rated’ at 

65,000 tupers, all included, everything would go well with him; but hie 

suspicious temper will not allow him to doit; it might oblige him to divide 

his forves, and, perhaps, give an opportunity, which Nujhaf Khan would nol 

miss, of seizing him, and thereby making hie court to the English, He, 

therefore, will have -nothmg ta do with JAhdits, or consignments. But the 

alternative is full as bad; for he will find ite difficult point to eblige Nujhal 

Khan to pay him in ready money, and danger would attend him using force 

to make him do it. Such is, briefly, the state and character of that 

adventurer; he has, moreover, entirely adopted the manners ‘and cuyioms of 

the country. He wears the Mogul dress, hata genanuh, etc, and fas 

absolutely Wropt.all thonghts of returning to Europe He is show 56 years 

of age. and has an-only son about 12. ae 

ln general, I find Sombre is netthier. liked, nor admired, in thi country, 
though his strength ig stiflicient to ensure him consequence and respect fan 
all who may want his-services, or are weaker than he is. ) 

Since the letter | wrote to you oo the subject of Sombre, | have learned 
several other particulars relative to hin, which | was macquaiyt wi i 
before, His real name i Balthwamat,;...--<...06.00:-)% therest | haye forgot. 
Sombre le Son wom We guerre He isa deserter of ourg =: [yp enlisted ar 
Calcutta, befote the taking of the place, | think, in one of the Swics Path 
panies, commanded hy. @ young ofhcer, 1 suppowe Vaesarot, or Zivgley, and 





* Hix proper name wee Watrr Rztobordt He way reputed. tis be (he tee ols intchey 8 Tyke 


NARRATI VE OF THE CAMPAIGN IN BENGAL. 155 





deserted shortly alter. This anecdote is oot generally known, -and might 
serve, should he ever fall into our hands, for a valid plea to hang him, which 
could not well be done otherwise without straining a point, ashe certainly 
only executed the commands of his infamous master, and his life might have 
been endangered by non-compliance | however, | think there wy Uittle chance 
of the matter's being ever put to the test. Nujhaf Khan will never willingly 
part with him, ond, if be would, has not the power to secure or to reduce 
him, Sombre is continually on Kis guard, and, besides, resolved never to 
fall alive into our hands, for which purpose he is furnished with a good doe 
of poison, Certain it is, his life is a perfect purgatory, and he is as fall of 
distrust and suspicion us is sufficient to render any one truly miserable, which 
I believe is the case with him. 

NV. B—Sombre died about the 15th of May 1778, peaceably, in his 
camp, not far from Delhi* Immediately, however, alter his decease, all his 
effects were seized by Nujhaf Khan, who also tock his only son under his 


ACCOUNT OF THE KING, OF HIS DOMINIONS, AND OF 
| NUJHAF KHAN, 

The King's dominions are bounded on the North, N. W. and W. N. W. 
by the Siques, To the N. E. and within the Dooab, Zabetah Khan possesses 
s large tract of country, which heretofore belonged to the King, but is now. 
by the late treaty, finally made over to him. To the Eastward, the King’s 
territories foln those of Assof-al-Dowlah, and, on every other side, they are 
encircled, as it were, by Nujhaf Khan, Each of those different powers may 
be said to acknowledge the King’s title, and address him accordingly; bus 
they all alike seem bent on stopping: there, and, instead of tendering him 
either assistance or support, think of nothing else than how to purloin from 
him, and reduce him to. the greatest distresxes. Even Assof-al-Dowlah 
himéel, notwithstanding his outward shew of succour, by sending his general 
the eunuch Letafet, with a body of troops, to this capital, in no) exception 
to tkat rule: nay, in my opinion, the vain and empty parade of such assis. 
tance, absolutely confined, as it is, to the inside of Delhi, is worse than all 
the rest, and seema rather interided to deride and mault, than any thing 
else: but thie is not to be wondered at; it is the natural consequence of the 
King’s weakness. which fe not limited to his power, but alro extends te hts 
genius and spirit, far different at present from whotit waa when only Shah 
Zadah. The indulgence of an Inactive Hfe while at Aflafubad, and since 
his return bere, hae absolutely cifiminated him, and rendered him unfit for 
any action or desisive reailution. “The whote and entire trust of all his affairs 
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he has placed in the hands of his minister Abdallah Khan, whose abilities as 
2 mootseddy are undoubtedly great; but who is:in no shape equal to the task, 
1 will not say of restoring the empire, bul even of keeping possession of the 
few provinces that are left. | 

Nujhaf Khan, who originally owes ‘everything to the King, and: by 
whowe. assistance he began to raise himself, and subdue the Jaute, might, if 
he had pleased, have prevented or put a stop to the late disasters, occasioned 
by Zabetah Khan's rebellion, and the defeat of the King’s troops; but the 
tagcal has viewed the destruction of his master without so much as sending 
aman to his aid, or interfering by his mediation: nay, on the: contrary, 
it may well be presumed he has been underhand adding fue] to the fire. 
Besides, he is ever, under some pretence, or other, laying his hands on the 
King's dominions, some parts of which.are absolutely encircled within his 
own territories ; and be either protects the Zemindars in their revolts, ‘or 
else absolutely takes the revenues to himself. All this, however, is done 
without entirely throwing off appearances. The mask of submission and 
allegiance ts still kept up, in'letters, messages, etc,; though itis not difficult 
to perceive, that even this little only holds by a thread, and that all in general 
conclide in Jooking on the King’s authority and dignity to be ino better thon 
amere shadow. This in the Seiks is’ not ‘extraordinary; bul in Nujhaf 
Khan it shews to what length ambition will drive 2 man, and confirms me 
in the opinion that gratitude was never the growth of India. 

Nujhal Khan dreads the English; but they are rather distant at present : 
were they nearer, he would act very differently ; or even were they to talk 
to him im a proper tone, T am convinced he would think’a little seriously. 
At present he is amusing the Council with letters of protestation, of fis 
inclination and intention to dismiss Sombre, and to secure him: butt am 
much mistaken if he isin earnest, He has as-yet been only entreated, and 
while the Council address him In that strain, Nujhal Khan will laugh at them 
in his sleeve, and keep Sombre, Let them speak - seriously, and let the 
brigade bul cross the Ganges, and mark whether Nujhal Khan does not be. 
come.as humble and submissive as he is now supercilious and insolent, ) 
is the only way of acting with Hindustances, | 

[have bees prolix.on this subject, that you may know hereafter what 
trust: to put in Nujhaf Khan, or any other Omrah not direetly ander iw 
linmediate protection of the Company; for they are all alike, | 
in him: bat had you seen him without the veil wich these gentry wear he. 
fore thelr “Surdars Englese,” when they lect themselves immediately under 
their thumb, you would have kitown that he cannot have the sinallest | 
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not deny but he has some good qualities, and to ‘them alone is he indebted 
for the figure he makes at present. His perseverance is unparalleled; his 
patience and fortitude, in bearing, in adversity, the reproaches and the 
impertinence of his rabble, is admirable. This keeps up his followers; he 
amuses them with promises, and the charms of hope and fair words. They 
have the privilege of finding fault with his conduct even to his face, of 
advising him what to do, and, in short, even to the lowest Mogul in his retinae, 
they seem to treat him more as an equal than Baie All thia he bears 
with great fortitude, and even good humour; and he is liked for it by his 
people, though they serve him very badly, it must be acknowledged. As 
for his lying, wat it a thing quite natural to an Hindustariee, I should be 
tempted to think neovssity obliged him to-dt; for he has too much bashfulness, 
on-call it what you please, to refuse may one point-blank to his face; and 
foo much politeness to send any one away diveatished with him. This 
makes him lie, and promise, although he dors not intend to perform, and by 
thit means (ew or none go from him discontented, Aprepes of his lying: 

A. certain Ressaladar of his, whom he had often deceived, came one day to 
the Darbar; apd Nujhal Kian having asked him, what newe? The other 
answered, ‘' Not omeh, only a merchant is just arrived with four c¢art-loads 
of lies, for the use of Mirza Nujhai Khan.” He. with great good humour, 
said," Is that all? Why it is only us much os | can expend in a day." This 
yood Hature helps his interest mach, But If he kept fewer troops, paid them 
better, and made himself more respectable, there is no doubt tut he-could 
doa gréat deal, and tht he would soon grow nite and mote powerfull As 
for his present army every one directs and commande but none obey it); and, 
by keeping amore forces than he can pay, he i alwaya" Momtieur Argent 
Court.” 








Astor the Selks, that formidable aristocratical republic 1 may safely say, 
it ls only so toa weak defenceless state, suchas thiv isi It ia properly the 
amie with many hoads, Each Zemindar, who, from the Attock ta Hansy 
Hear, and ta the gates al Delhi, lets bis beard grow, cries meh gurew) ents 
pork, wears an iron bracelet. drinks bang, abominates the smoking of tohacca, 
and cin ceminand from fen followers on horechack to upwards, acts vp 
limmedintely fora Selk Sirdur: abd)asfacas be in bis power, aggrandizes 
himself at the expenco of his weaker neighbonre; if Hindu or Museulman, 
so much the better ; tf wot, even amongst hid own fraternity will) he seek to 
eatend his influence and power; only with this differmmes, fn thetr inteutine. 
divisions, from what is seen every where else, that the hushandman and 
labourer, Sohne secs eens dufo and uimolésted let what 
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From this small sketch it may be easily conceived, that the Seiks are 
mich Jess formidable than they are represented. It is true that they all join 
together when invaded, es was the case when Abdallah passed through their 
country. But, notwithstanding ‘they had assembled an immense body of 
cavalry, extremely well mounted, yet they never presumed to make a single 
charge on the Duranny army, or even on detachments; and, considering 
thelr irregularity, and want of discipline and subordination, it was well for 
them, I think, they did not. They satisfied themselves In making. a kind of 
hussar war-of tt, cutting off stragglers, and intercepting provisions. fn this 


they excel To say the truth, they are: indefatigable; mounted on the best 


horses that India can afford, each carries a matechlock of a large bore, which 
they handled dexterously enough, and with which they annoy considerably, 
avolding, at the same-time, going in large bodies, or approaching too-near 
Such is their way of making war, which can only appear dangerous to the 
wretohed Hindustan troops of these quarters, who trembled as much at the 
name of a Seik, as people used to do, not long ago, at the mention of 
Mahrattas, But what is most to be admired, those Seik Sirdars; whose 
territories border on the King's were but lately zemindars of the Jants, and 
of their cast or tribe, under which denomination had they remained, noone: 
would have! thought of then); but, now they Nave put os the iran. bracelet, 
hity of them are enough ta. keep at bay a whole battalion of the King’s forces 
sucli as they are. This shews the force of prejudice, and the valde ot 
military fepuiation, Such are the immediate neighbours of the Ring. 
. Five. frondrted of Nujhaf Khan's horse dare not encounter fifty Seik 
horsenien ; and yet ihe last are as despicable a set of creatures as any. that 
can be imagined. On the whole, was It not for Sombire's party, and Letafet's 
forces, Nujhaf Khan would not ‘be able to stand his ground half an hoor ;. 
and yet this ts The Mighty Chief | 

Comim Ally Khan, after several adventures, and fying from ane place 
to ancther, has at last taken up lis residencs at Paheull, a snmll: town zo 
cose from hence, on the high road from Agra to Delhi. There: in a miserable 
tent, surrounded by a coupie of tattered walls, does he, with = suite of 
ahout fifty attendants, drag on a wretched life. He is very studious to keep 
up the appearance of misery and poverty, and this to: prevent any attack 
from robbers, weeat-and small, Hehas, | believe, a emall pension from Najhaf 
Khan, though not openly) anid be lives on that, anil on some tffeets whiet he 
‘from tiine to: time disposes of. Part of his time iz taken op in dressing Iie 
own victuals (which office he trusts to nobody else), and ty Wis orres- 
paniiience ; anil the rest te invariably dedicated to judicial astrology. By the 
stars dota ho regulate all ls conduct; anidbhe ts fully: persuaded, that, fran 
their “itifinence, and from a dow knowledge of it, he will be enabled, ont day 
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or other, to remount the musnad either of Bengal. or Delhi, no matter 
which, with tenfold power and glory, In that pleasing hope | shall leave 
him, Tt is not improbable that before’ long, some one or other will make 
away with him, in expectation of plundering his effects. His brother, or 
cousin, Boo Ally Khan, is here; more, | believe, asa spy upon me and 
‘others, than for any thing else. However,] have kept hitherto so much on 
the side of indifference, that I believe he no longer suspects _me as he did at 
first. Soaomuch for that hero: 
(Written afterwards.) 

Cossim Ally Khan is at last dead and buried. His demise waa at Dethi, 
on the 2oth of the moon Rabyal Sany, that Is, on the Gth of June 1777, It 
is baid he died in great misery, and that his last shaw! was sold to pay for his 
winding-sheet. The King's people immediately plundered all his cattleand 
moveables and placed his women and children under confinement: lhowever 
the whole was given tp again at Nujhaf Khan's intercession, and two of his 
children are come to this camp under Nujhaf Khan's proteonre I passed 
by them the other day. They are both young, one about 12, the other about 
10 years, or perhaps less. They have a emall tent, and one wall, rather the 
worse for wear, for their habitation: and one palankeen, once embroidered, 
for their carriage; however, they are decently clothed; nay, eleganily. | 
presume Nujhal Khan, onder ‘the pretence of tuition anil patronage, will 
éndezvour to discover if there is:any thing concealed, and appropriate it to 
limsell if it is not done already, Various are the reports and conjectures 
relative to Cossim's fortune, Some say he had nothing left, not even barely 
subsistence ; while others are equally positive in asserting that be had still 
some valuable jewels, and bonds to an jmmense amount, | believe 4 medium 
should be follawed in. this,as in most controverted points ; however, this I 
know, that he had bonds, whether troe or false | cannot tell, to a good 
améunt in his possession. IT have it from ocular authority, In pasuing 
by his children® the other day, 1 could not help recollecting the having once, 
at Patna, being obliped to dismount from my horse, and wait a foot till his 
retinue had passed me, before Iwas permitted to mount again, or to retire. 
| could have done the same by his children; bot | bear ne malice, and 
besides he could not well have known it himself. 


Delhi, as you may well conceive it, is mach fallen, | will not say from 
ite ancient grandeor, but even from what it was in the reign of the un. 
fortunate Ahmed Shah, and it may now well be said to be nothing more 
than a heap of rum and rubbish, What remains of Delhi is situated on a 

® He tefi-aeven chitdren. 
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very advantageous spot on the western bank of the river Jumnah, which 
formerly washed the walls of the plact, but hag of late withdrawn about a 
mile, Jt stands on a high ground, and mostly on rocks, which end here 
on a small chain of low rocky hills, that turn from Dieg, Jaynagur, etc. 
The circumference of the town may be about 5 cosa (3. ¢., to miles), and 
is surrounded with a very indifferent stone wall, except at the water side, 
where it is open im one or two places, and wherein the others, the terraces 
of the great Omrah's houses, the royal palace, and the castle of Seiim (Gur, 
er Neor Gur, form the principal defence, Its form ls nearly that of a half 
circle, or bow, with the string towards the river; and the palace, which is 
completely surrounded with a very high stone wall, towers, etc., and # amall 
ditch, stands directly in the centre of it, close to the river's bank, which, 
during the rains, has still a small channel, where the main river formerly 
ran, The whole of this town and palace was built by Shah Jehan, when, 
on account of the intense heats and hot winds, he resolved on remaving 
from Agra, which had been the chief residence of Akber and Jchangeer, 
his predecessors; and, under a monarch so generous and magnificient, and 
s0 great an encowrager of the arts, the work was soon accomplished, But 
what gave the greatest lustre and splendour to the new city was the success. 
ful attempt of Ally Murdaun Khan, a Persian Omrah (the same who deli- 
vered: Candahar into Shah Jehan’s hands), who undertook. to bring a canal 
ol fresh water, to run through the principal streets and parts of the town, 
by a eut made from the Jumnah itself, ata place called Mogulpoore (about 
Go coss from Delti), where the river is very rapid, and has several falls: 
and this, by a proper management, he soon effected. Though the work was 
not done with that elegance and solidity for which the ancient and some 
of our modern aqueducts are so famous, yet it was not the less useful. and 
it may be easily conceived what pleasure, in such a climate as this, and in 
a place toc where there is not a potable well, the sight of a canal of ex. 
cellent water must afford, running Chrough every principal street of the town, 
and through the gardens and houses of the Omrahs and chief inhabitants. 
The work was mostly done with earth, and therefore required constant 
attendance and repair, but the advantage of having such an immense body 
of water at command, throwgh so long a course as nearly 120 miles of country, 
amply compensated for every expence, and, besides, put yearly a consider. 
able sum in the pocket ef the Omrah who had the superintendance of it 
The last of any note who enjoyed that post was Sufider Jung, lather of the 
late Shujah-ul-Dowlah; and, it is asserted, he cleared annually 35 lacks of 
rapers by it; which is not to be wondered at, the country through which it 
runs being mostly low, and the canal elevated ahove it, advantage was made 
of that ciroumstance to fertilize and water the adjacent parts, by only opening 
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small cuts in different places, and fora time only. Thiscondescension of the 
Darogah was well paid for, and the produce of the land amply made up the ex- 
traordinary expence to the farmer and zemindar, who had In the neighbouring 
capital a certain market for as much grain or fruits as they could raise, This 
rendered that part of the Soubsah of Delhi-highly flourishing ; so much so, that 
many towns which at present do not bring in 2000 rupees of revenue, afford- 
ed, at that tine, without the smallest difficulty, a lack of rupees, or more, 
yearly, After the rebellion of Sufder Jung, the canal soon went to ruin ; 
and the troubles and confusion that followed, prevented the necessary atten- 
tions being paid to so useful a work. It dried up, and of course the revenue 
and emoluments along with it. About 1§ years ago, an attempt was made, 
by order af Ahmed Shah Duranny, to repair the canal; which, at the expence 
of a lack of rupees, succeeded ; and the water came to the gates of Delhi; but 
the succeeding troubles, and the war with the Mahrattas. engaged too much 
of Abdallah’: attention, to permit him to think any more of the matter; and 
the ‘canal dried again nor has any attempt been made since, though the thing 
is very practicable, and migtt be done at 2 smallexpence. But it is) not in 
this only that the same negligence is percelvable ; it shows ilsell in every 
thing else: Such is the evil genius which seems at present to influence this 
wretched court in all ts prooredings, that no steps whatever are taken to 
endeavour at recovering even the shadow of the ancient dignity and power of 
this empire. All the Minister appears to aim at, seems tobe, how to keep his 
master in the most abject dependence, and overwhelmed with troubles and 
dificulties—that he alone may be continued’ in his post, where he is become 
necessary and indispensable. Such will ever be the fate of despotic 
monarchs, who think i not incumbent on them to act or superintend their 
own affairs, and trust all to others to save themselves trouble. 

L have been unwillingly hurried into this digression, and shall now resame 
ihe description ef this capital, Nelther straight nor elegant streets, with 
good building on each side, must be expected in this place. Delhi, like all 
other elties In India, is extremely irregular in that respect, and has pothing 
that can recommend it. The street leading from the Lahore gate to the 
khelah {or fort) is the only one worth mentioning; it is wide, planted 
with trees regularly enough, and @ small canal of water went formerly 
through the middle of jt- all the others are marrow and crooked.—The great 
mosque, called Jammah Musjid, built by Shalt Jehan, is the most grand build. 
ing ol the kind in India; it is situated in the highest part, and nearly in the 
centre of the town, and onarock, The whole Inside, and the domes, are all 
incrustated with white marble; and the inside particularly, is elegantly inlaid 
with flowers, etc, On the whole, the edifice wants neither solidity, beaaty, 
nor elegance, Two mosques, that of Rochon al Dowlah, ond of Nawal 
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Bahauder, have thelr domes and minars covered with copper richly gilt,and 
are, though small, elegant enough: nothing else within the ‘town is worthy of 
attention, Most of the great Omrals! honses.arein ruins, the woodwork and 
beams having served for fuel to the Mahrattas and Rohillas, when they had 
postessinn of this unhappy capital As for thy khelali, within which ts the 
royal palace and gardens, it isnot tobe doubted but, in those days of the 
meridian glory of this empire, it was a place worthy to be seen, on.accannt of | 
the richness and stumptuousness of the furniture, and the power of the 
monarchs, and. ¢plendour of the court, At presen! it ts indeed wretchedly 
fallen. ‘The walls-only remain; in some places, from: time:and want of repair, 
tumliling down, and threatening ruin; but everywhere barbarously despoiled 
of those elegant inlayings and-gildings which formerly:omamented the white 
marble employed in several! parts of the edifimes: Of those parts which I have 
seen, the Divan Khas, the iol bath, the simall MOS WE, and the parden af 
Hyathurksh, are now alone worthy af notice. The three former, and several of 
the buildings of the last. are of white marhie, elegantly inlaid, in most places, 
With rare and precious agaths, etc, of various colours, representing flowers 
and branches, and execoted with preai taste. The bot bath, in particuiar, is 
a masterpiece. The garden of Hyatbucksh, when in its splendour, and with 
the waters playing, must have been pleasing enough At present, the canal 
being dried up, its basons and fountains, which were supplied by it. are also 
stopl, which is certainly a great disadvantage to the place. However, eo much 
still remains as evidently shows it to have been, exclusive of its buildings, far 
more equal tothe exaggerated descriptions ] have heard of it formerly, and 
much inferior, Twill not say, to the European royal gardens, bul even to those 
él many of the English gentry. But at Delhi it wis a wonder. | | 

This is all worthy of notice in the present city, and itis not much. The 
suburbs; which formely extended some miles on each side, and the old Delhi 
ailjelninge to te new on the south, which alone was an immense city, are no. 
thing hut a heap of ruins, and the resort af snakes and wild heaste: The 
tomb of Hoomaion, still entire, and in whieli many of ihe royal line, to save 
charges, lieve been buried litely, at the south énd of old Delhi. about ie 
mile: from the new town; some distance from the: fart (hulle alan by 
Hoomaion, and in which he had his residence) is a large, not illchult edifice 
ruther plainer and modester (han ie mausoleum of his son Akber at Secandra 
near Agra, and i net lo he passed unnoticed, There is a beautify) bytenblee 
view from-its terrace, Mahommed Shah's sepulchre, ata place (where -a re: 
puted Mussulman saint and apostle, called Niram O'din, lies: buried, cught atic; 
dn ancoknt of ite simplicity and humility, to be seen ‘The mauscleum | ol 
Sulder Jung ie not iar trom thenco,at a place valled ‘Shah Mandate Mketd 
where a suppostd impression, on stone, of Ally the: prophet's han dita 
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reverenUy preserved, It isan extensive lofty edifice, inthe centre al a garden, 
tolerably: kept np, with basons and fountains; ete and stands about five miles 
from the new town, which formerly reached even beyond Lt 

All (hese bulldings are modern, compared with those still to be seen 
at a place called Cootub Shah, seven computed coss to the S: W. of Delhi. 
This plate is full of ruine and sepulchres: (,50,060 saints ahd martyrs, of 
‘the Iifam, are computed to lie buried there, exclusive of Cootuh O'din him- 
self, who is one of their principal apostles. This spotis famous on account 
of the many battles which have been fought near it, by the first Massulman 
‘conquerors against the Rajahs of Delhi; the last of which, fought about 
600 ycers ago against Rajah Paitowra, pave the decisive blow. Delhi, which 
ip those days was situated neatly on that spot, fell under the Mussulman 
yoke. The pagodas were demolistied, the idols mutilated, and a magni- 
ficent mosque erected on the very piace where the principal Hindu temple 
had stood, which was nol far from the police of Paitowra himself, the ruins 
of which are still. shown, This happened in the reign of Sultaum Shaab 
O'Deen, who was the founder of the seid moxque,; and also of a lofty tower, 
or minar, of six stories, near the entrance. The roof of the mosque is 
fallen in; but the tower, though it had been strack with lightning in the 
‘upper story, remains still tolerably perfect: [1 appears to be 300 feet in 
height, and has been hullt with great care and nicetiess, Many verses of 


the Koran ‘are carved on the stones in large lettere ; and the whole seems. 


to have been intended asa lasting monument of the Islam, and to eet forth 
its -superiority to the Hindu worship, About the mosque, some fragments 
of the idols, and a.column of metals mixed, about 25 feet high, with some 
Shanscreet characters cut on it, are still to be seen, The characters are 
said (o be very ancient and illegible; but | strongly suspect the contrary. 
The column, had been erected as a charm, by the father or grandfather of 
‘the Rajah Paitowra, by theadvice‘of his astrolopers, bralimins and priests, 
with many ridiculous and superstitious ceremonies; and after consulting the 
‘stars and idols, in the foolish opinion that while it lasted the empire would 
remain in his posterity. Tleevent did not justify the expectation; but the 
Gentoos are not backward in finding out reasons forit. Be it as |¢ will, 
Sultaun Shaab O'Deen, to shew his contempt for it and: their religion 
altogether, suffered it to remain standing in the front of his mosque, and 
strewed the pavement with the broken idols. Such has, in more than ane 
nstance; been the fate of the unhappy Hindus, who certainly, from their 
meckness: and spirit of tolerance, neem to deserve a far better, Many 
reflections occur in this place, but | will not unnecessarily swell my account. 
I-shail now say a word of the climate of this plice, which is indeed ex- 
cellent and salubrious, particularly out of the town. Formerly, innumerabig 
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gardens and orchards surrounded this place ; but Lhe wars, and their lollowers, 
ove scarcely left a tree in its environs, The road to Agra and Lahore had, 
heretofore, a minuy, with @ well and stand, af cvery 1] ef a ess: (or about 
three miles) asunder; and it is said there were freer planted on each side of 
the raad. ever such an avenve existed, tt has long ago bean destroyed, 
You mention the devastation of Nadir Shalis Guzlebaches, as: having 
been the original cause of the ruin of this place. [tis certain that Naclir’s 
invasion may he locked upon as the first cause of the fall of the empire; 
not 46 much on account of the riches he carried away, as from the inefficacy 
and weakness of the measures which were taken to oppose him, This 
showed the infirmity and feeblenese of the great machine of government; 
and advantage was taken of it, afterwards, by the great Omrahs, to render 
themselves independent, and throw off the mask; though even this would 
not have happened, had Mahommed Shah heen succeeded by @ prince worthy 
ef wielding a sceptre, But Ahmed Shah had no sooner been acknowledged 
his successor, than he scemed to take a pleasure in removing, a5 fast as 
possible, the good opinion which had been formed-of him during the lite of 
his father when he had the good fortune to repulse Abdallah, in the frst 
attempt he made to invade Hindustan, and to oblige hin to retire with 
precipitation. This had gained him great credit and peopie expected to see 
a second Akber en the throne; but they soon bad reason to think otherwise. 
He gave himself up. entirely to the drinking of wine, bang, chirms, and other 
intoxicating liquors, and left an eunuch (Nabab Bahauder), the gallant of his 
mother, the sale disposer of every thing, to the disgust of all potent Omrahs. 
Trouble and rebellion followed. Ahmed Shah was phindered at Sicanda, 20 
coss from this place, in the: Dooawb, of all he had (his zanana even not 
escaping), by a body of Mahrattas, which Gazy O’Deen Khan sent for that 
purpose in revenge for some ill office he had teceived from the King through 
his favourites. Ahmed Shah was, soon afterwards, deprived of his throne 
and sight at Delhi, by Akbut Mahmood Khan, Gary O'Deen Khan's tutor: 
and from that period may be dated the total min .and subversion of the 
empire, and of this city in particular. The enmity that subsisted among the 
great Omrahs, and the late doings of Gary, obliged him, for his own safety, 
to maintain & large body of mercenary Mahrattas and Rohillas; and, as most 
ol the revenues of the empire were withheld by the different viceroys, he 
was under the wevessity of seizing, not only on the royal treasury, but also 
on every thing which could be tatned inte cash, in order to have wherewith 
to satisfy the clamorous demands of his troops for pay. The silver ceilings 
of the Divan Khas, and other places. were ripped up and coined. The curio- 
sities, arms, books, furniture, and other effects of yvatue. which had been 
collecting for muny years before by the diflerent Emperors, were seized, and 
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spld for perhaps not one tenth part of their real value, or given to the 
‘soldiers part oftheir pay. In short every thing was dissipated, and ruin 
‘threatened everywhere. But this wes not all, The aoldiers, mutinous, Ill-paid 
and. under no discipline or constraint, committed every kind of outrage in the 
unfortunate city, unpunished or unnoticed. The Ronillas, in particular, 
under Najhis Khan, aflerwards Nujhib al Dowlah, were conspicuous for 
every kind of violence that the most barbarous and savage of men had ever 
Keen guilly of. They alone were the principal cause of the destruction 
of this once opulent and splendid city, The devastations and plunders of 
Nadir Shah, and Ahmed Shab Abdallah, were like violent tempests. which, for 
the time, carried every thing before them, but soon subsided ; whereas the 
waste and havock made by the Roliillas resembled pestilential gales, which 
keep up ia continual agitation, and finally destroy a country, Certain it is, 
their very name tein detestation in this place, notwithstanding the mildness 
al Nujhib.al Dowlah’s administration, when he had, afterwards, by tlie inter- 
ference of Abdallah, the government of the city and environs conferred on 
him, which he enjoyed, with credit and reputation, to Ins death. 
‘Tavernier and Bernier are the only two travellers, that | know of, whe 
have ever given any tolerable account of Delhi and its court; the first, daring 
the latter end of Shaly Jehan's reign; the last, while Aureng Zeeb sat on the 
throne: They are both worthy of credit, at least when they speak of what 
they lave themselves seen.—Bernier, in particular, wat a man of abilities 
and letters. Tavernier, from his profession of merchint-jeweller, had 
opportunities of sexing many things in that bratch, which few others would 
have had. But, exelosive of that, both he and Bernier were kept at a preat 
distance, and had no other opportunities of being informed than what they 
‘could pick up in common with others. Neither of them were permitted to 
emer the superb mausoleum of Shah Jehan at Agra {1 question), not even 
into the garden that surrounds it, They were debarred entrance into the 
mosques, holy places, nay, even into the presente of the great Onirahs. 
‘rom that. an idea may le formed of what they were able to describe, and 
what they were not, 


The Mbbate D. Matteo Ripa in 
Cafcuffa in 1709—I1., 





] F you wish to know the reason why the said Father and other religious are 0 
- ignorant, you must know that the Most Serene Kings of Portugal, in their 
zeal for the extension and maintaining of our Holy Faith in the Indies, have 
ordained that none of their officers or sailors, who go to thase parts and may 
wish to embrace the Religious State, be in any way hindered from doing so: 
and,—since it may be said with more truth of those Missions that Messir mu/ta. 
Operaritantem paver, in ather words that, great as the harvést is, few are the 
Evangelical labourers;—in compliance with the above order, and to recruit 
cortain numberof them, Missionanes of different Order’ go on board the 
Portuguest: ships, the moment they reach the harbour of Goa, and ask jn a 
fond voice whether there is anyone who wishesto join their Institute. Now, 
among =o many there is always someone or other who during thie dangers of 
the voyage has made « vow to amend his life and embrace the Religious State: 
er who, disgusted with a life of hardships, [21g] wishes to enter Religion, 
perhaps in the hope ol leading a more comfortable life; and, as they who offer 
themselves are ensily received, whoever they be, it happens. that some are 
very ignorant, and others, which Is worse, are little edifying: and, as some of 
them, through the scandal they give tothe new Christians and the Pagans, 
destroy sometimes all the good which many fervent and zealous Labourers have 
effected, this experience taught me to insert in our Rules that none of ovirs, 
whether a Member (Congrege/o), or a Student ( Collegiale|, should be trusted 
to he) sent to those Missions, before having lived three years atteast in Com. 
munity and piven proofs of the genuineness of his vocation and the purity of 
his doctrine, | thought it better that few should be sent, provided they be 
good, than niany, even should there be but ane of bad repute. T had rather 
that the Community should be burdened with the upkeep of those Students who 
are nol yet endowed with all the qualities demanded by out rule; than to send 
them to those parts to the danger and harm of souls. And] wish that the 
Superiors of this our Sacred Family, to whom it belongs to choose and propose 
eee 


_ ® Reprinted trom the Catholic Herald of India, Caleviia, Augin 4c ns NY 
ack from page Gy of Bengal Pow & Peeient, VoL Vi Secial roa or 17) 191) and 





THE ABBATE OD. MATTEO RIPA IN CALCUTTA, 167 


candidates to the Sacred Congregation ae Propaganda Fide, be always and 
for ever most careful in this matter! 

After taking dinner with the said good Augustinian Father, 1 returned, ! 
said, to Signor Bernabl's, and I settled and concluded the question of our 
embarkation. Lfoundin his house a Jesuit Father? who took me to see the 
[216] Church—a fine one—ol those English Heretics,” and the tombs of the 
same Heretics. They are made in the shape of very neat little houses, and 
the Tamarind tree, which grows there, is so famous among the English that, 
when they returny to London and speak of what they have seen, they make o 
pec mention of the Tamarind tree of Golicatan.® 


'h way be doubted whether the King of Portugal ever leaned orders favoorghle th the 
Isat dita Pe Mitsionarics among the meti thelr feet,  t) wae ralher the cther way, Op sever 
pocasions. they made reguiations to prevent their saitocs and sotdiers from deserting the cooks for 
Oct A lorge euinber of the men deserted » but conrparatively (ew found thelr way lato 
! homes “There were too many other openings more cangenial to them » trading on their own 
perce oe enlisting under native roles. by whom they were specially valucd a gunners ot 
Travellers’ arcuunis term with acrvsations like that af belurt What may hare 
given rise to thes: accusations i that not nafreqnently, during: te pores Ooh: “Missionatins gained 
fagt ha eySegk Le Foeaer yy ck iv Asia yourg. soldier ailors, wo did they meuong 
gai praia to represent t ohio arriving at Gos ae boarded by the agents of the different 
Onieres iling, rrioeaec d tendo) (ow subjects to join their esti(utes, woul seein to be 
one of thier ezaggerstions oil ldee"s, rigveelt which Barnaby cactlone! Ripa Litiier writes: 
abet Auguatinian Religious of “ Chinaurat i].do net live with pil the regulariiy poseibio, at 
Ich | am oot de regi -eeperetthas comna from Europe, any one of the crew who 
winhes to become a Religivws hee bot to present 1 hownres irecrant, He le trceveed, witht 
theit examining whether he koa the Religious spirit, ot nor,” (h °3 6a) Thor romaine, bewever| Hoe 
fact tha! mag ayer éf Orders were at thes jedinerest in wl candidates | ing 
themselves in Indie, and that some Missionpries, living (ar oway free the comtre) of ther 
Superior Bisbope, fell below the mark ol seal ded holiness damandid by ibelr high veeniion. 
At a later date we fied § apostate prinvty In Calcutta. 
hi i Pusher was probably one ef the two at Chendernagar, Ancther Jesuit, Fr, Zeek, 





‘ This wai Mat Charch of aris tab which stood imueniiately outride Lee wth before the 
ent vy unr hope It wou baltt in Wont of the Rotation Goverment (170g—t716 F) and consecrated 
sie Cl. Wisin, OM Peri Vildiam, F, KIX. 
jfasticomg tiaeaion Day Ripa saw i This Conrch was destroyed during the troubles 
wpe y and was replaced by St. John's, 
* This cemnabery be ver Ise ig et uf peereeeece John's (Church of England). (tial, Lito #5; 
™ In oy Harper es wg pan high wae ordered io babar round it .to eot "the 
Hy ab Shiai hieaabetala’toeir he st ‘ol eet (ga). The: ditches rosea (tfell 
ing the re Ties) and tea them with tick wreuls have eart an" inne chagge" (1. 
. ui h bo Lah eye nee suo ads, Jal toyz). The greatstorm of 
plonstve 98753 i coma in September izs7 ithe wall li again 
reported as being ietaany nee 19 193) "Finally om November 28,1766, ear proposed 
Beek ties and conreni¢n Purk Street). |. 984. 
Asisurns published in (Bo nine icin na ot pervons who hod boen buried in the Sogtlah 





Cermetery helcre 2 Prominent in i wae the manvolenm of herneck, "the lather wl 
Calcutta,” who dlid cn Janaary 0, téga, and whom tomh fa ow hte | tole the tlded pres ea 
omaoary now in Calcutta, 


" Cupt. Alnzender Meats rita dar Ls gree 1688 and 1723) “MMe. ee crereere tieing than 
ike rey Bers the [jherty Ne an empotiom in any part on the 
rcrer'e hetow Aer ehiy, and for the heat me shady tree chose thet place, though he 
could oot have chosen @ more unbedlth be place on the giver...,..°% Is jh yadeoapebivatyd Lack 
Chand aiitraye Aldiee gharer Dalal (The ait € i thi house of AlN). written shuut (ig 





nd (ch. 2) H\Job Charoock wee often passing and reprasing ‘by he place af Bothubkhind | 
an berimemre Lree there, anil ei deg atthe foot of it he win ret and omoke robeces ; at 
reotghwe nee ar poarch affection for ihe, shade Of that brew that 





~ t aan todebed or thie quotation tothe Rev, Fr. A, Durier 
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The seventh of the same month of February, after | had celebrated Holy 
Mass, and while | stood before the church, talking with a Franciscan Father;! 
[ caw coming towards us [rom afar four Europeans, their dress being different 
from thatof the Indians. When they came close, | recognised my four com- 
panions. whom J had left on board: When | left them, they were miserably 
lean, and two of them were at death's door, and here they came, so blooming 
and stout that I hard never seen them so well during the whole of our voyage. 
1 could never have imagined that breathing the land breeze and a diet of broth, 
cabbages, and suchlike vegetables boiled with goat, pork, and beef would in 
so short a time cure such a dangerous ilness. To tell the truth, T was so 
surprised that | asked myself at first whether my eyes did not play me false, 
whether it was not some apparition; but no, itwasthey. Such is precisely the 
nature of scurvy that inhaling the land air and 2 diet of broth and fresh meat 
cooked with vegetables cures it 

[ went with my companions to Signor Bernabl, Besides offering us break. 
fast, he invited us [2r7) all to dinner, as also a Jesuit Father, ta whom he gaye 
for his ammsement Monsieur Luillit’s printed j journey'to Bengala* Jt was full 
of mistakes, he said, the author having written it without being well informed 
about the country. The same happened to me on my return from China 
A relation of that vast Empire came into my hands, and, on reading it, both] 
and another, who had alsa been an Evangelical! labourer in that Vineyard 
of the Lord, we could not help tacghing at the great number of things 
which were so.utterly beside the truth Such mistakes happen, | believe, 
when the writer, who either has not remained long in a place or is not very 
RO Frome m pr lane sary war remieed uy the Marquess 
sihsiongl. oachrmsadl medi gait fray the supecstieious™ tet Hor A Coron, Galoutta Ofd and Ni os 7 
prea Soil ae aod also Raja Binava KRatsana Den, The Sariy Hist. ‘and Growth wf Caleutiy 
mu sens Boman, heh Chk 

achigies the river in ooo} F oaigy Why should Charnock hut ee gonety the very end of the town to 


rmoke hoakwh, when close ‘to the factory there was 
marrilions tres Sitch mses Deh gba of ix 3700) evel be eee pitigpa een ae! ey The 





but @ tamarind-tree fy muud in the Esglish Spreng Was it not, pectapa, deter he 
We cannut 


(Charpock's rgd which marked it as a fitin woul ead 
thinking — present tradition is =e It wou eres atili the fact of Chaznoek’ 
reene of Charnock’'s day-drexms to another f jon may easily have whifted the 
' Apparently one of the two at Chandernagar. Cf. infra, 
in Nod ett narnia MiegelDi any cep nis 1707), P. t = 
Hid trmaalation of 171, Lally same out. 0s Benga a coi at hi, Mie Fra fe ws 
ta be married to the Direc: of the irdnch Lackoey. Mf Pitre Dullelee 
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experienced, writes down whatever he liears frum ignorant or ill-informed 
persons,.or when he copies other authors without distinguishing between what 
ia correct and what is not. ‘To avoid such a senous. mistake, anyone who has 
not remained long enough in a place to be accurately informed, should folow 
the advice of writing only of whrat'he hits himec!! seen or ascertained from 
experienced and trustworthy people. And if there ja question of affairs and 
cotitroversies of greater moment, the advice given me in t7o6 by the Abhate 
Pascoli, a former Apostolic Missionary in the Indies, was not to write of wach 
matters before one has learned the language of the country, and has. become 
quite conversant with the things one wishes to write about. | followed his 
advice and had good reason {a18) to thank the Lord for it, because others who 
succumbed La a pruritus scridendi, when they had scarcely arrived in those 
Missions, were put to the shame of laving to retract their owo statements, 
As faras Signor Bernarli [sie] was coticerned, it was not difficult for our two 
companions to obtain a berth on the same ship as ourselves. The difficulty 
came from the Captain, when he heard that we had with us many trunkloads 


"= of second-hand books which we had bought very cheap from the London 


booksellers, books which must have belonged to libranes confiscated from 
Catholic Missionaries. His ship being already heavily loaded, the Captain 
could not take in more cargo; so, we were obliged to travel in two ships: Fabri, 
Cer, and Perrone in Bernabi's ship, Signor Amodei and myself tn that of a 
Catholic Armenian, who for Go's sake gave ua also [ree bourd and passage, 
Both he and Signor Bernabi treated us mach better all throagh the voyage than 
if we had paid Uiem a big sum of money. 

On the tenth, we went all five of os by the river to Sclantanagor,’ where 
the French have their Factory, and where many merchants reside, Here, as 
well asin the Factory of the Dutch, which isin another place, there are big 
pieces of artillery, and such fs the enormous power of the (Grand Seignlor of the 
Great Mogol that this Grand Seignior does not resent it. The French Jesuit 
Fathers have a hospice andl a church at Sciantanagor, and there were lwo 
Fathers in charge ;? there Is also another hospice belonging to the Capuchin 
Fathers, Missionaries of the Sacred Congregation de [219] Propaganda Fide, 
who reside there for the sake of their Missions in Tibet. Here, too, there were 


——— 
of the theo Jesuits must have been Fr. Gervais Born at te Mane, September i 
Pre Sraat nie after his stiles elt fot indie th pire ne ae ot Pond. 
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two Fathers, mia, Father Fra Felice da Montecchio and Father Fra Giovanni 
da Fano.! Signor Amodei and I stayed with the Capuchins, while the other 
three lodged with the Jesuits, who had invited them. 

In the garden of the said Capuchins I saw for the first-time on a tree a 
fruit which tickled my curiosity so much that ] must describe it It is called 
Giaeea, or Tagua? as the Portuguese write it. The tree was of the size of a 
moderate oak and the fruit is of the size of a hag of middling size, about four 
wey jong and proportionately thick, mig., a little lesa than two palms in 





and astrunomer. “1 ARF in Beogal.” wrote Father oa in 0732, “ eeversl buvennesect 
methods; thete are drawe up hy Father Baurtré . hit, @ part has been tow mod the other is not 
always ewact. 


Mo fames of Jesuit priests; oor mention of any marriage appears fn thn oldest Martia 
Register of Peaeeerang st ander 13709, Fe. Baudré ap aH Curé i 1708, anit V70t-i4. The 
jeorriage repigter norsinty merely ‘of ardirias ca fh Paris (1837) from the m rogipters, | | 
have not at hand my note on the Baptismal & 


i The hospice of the Capuchins in pow Mlatioeves ot the Taunaculate Conception Near:it, the. 
gace of the Chapel ct Our Lady if Loreto bears the date 172o, ent 17h ad Asiericws (1803 PL it 
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diameter; and because, if this fruit were to grow on the branches like other 
fruits, the branches would certainly not be able to bear its weight, Nature has 
wisely ordained) that it should prow on the trunk. In the [sland of Zeilan, in 
Malucca, and other parts of the Indies, they say thal it grows from the roots 
underground, and the Indians know that it fs ripe when they smell at the foot 
of (the tree an unwonted odour emanating from the fruit. Those which hang 
from the trunk, they cut down when they have reached their proper consistency, 
anid hang them up in their houses; and they know the fruit is ripe when it 
begins to emit a very sweet smell, Then, they make a cut into it, through 
which they pul! aut with thelr hand day after day a great quantity of yellow 
pods, which are very sweet, and each of them contains, like the [220] date, 
a small aut whieh when roasted, has the taste of chestnuts. 

What sutprised me ton, was the fig; both the tree and the frit. The 
trimk of the tree, about twenty palms high by one palm, more or fess, in 
diameter, not Hgneows, like that of other trees, but a mass of lenves, one 
within the other like an enion; hence, it is eo tender that itcan easily be out 
with a knife. This tree hos no twigs; it ends in the leaves, which around the 
top of the stem hend over in the-ghape of palm-lnaves These Teaves ore 
about four palms’broad and very long, and they are not divided Ilke those of 
the date-tree, but entire, It produces frait only ones, and as carly as six 
months after having been planted ; and, as it Is planted at all times, these 
excellent fruits can be had plentifully in the Indies all the year round. The 
(ruit hangs down towards the ground from the top of the stem, and resembles 
a bunch of grapes, but-one as much as three palms long and about a palm in 
diameter, while some gtapes—a bunch has at times as many as a hundred— 
grow to the length of a pali-or less; the girth being that of a middle-sized 
hen's egg. When the cluster has reached Its proper consistency, thiry plik 
it, hang it up in their houses, and take the grapes in proportion as they see 
ihem turn yellow, for they donot become yellow at the same time. To cat 
the frnit, you take away the rind, andeat the Inner pulp together with some 
[at] tender small black. ceeds, the taste being very good. The tree is ent 
dows when It has.given its fruit, and sprouts spring up in its stead, which are 
transplanted and yleld a banch each alter sfx months. Among our European 
Christians in the Indies it is commonly said that our first parents, Adam and: 
Eic, covered theinselves with the leaves of this tree in the warthly Paradise, 
one being enough to cover half of a man’s body; and it was a Heretical 





' mT" « A.D, G0) alyeady ays of the jack-fralts in on l that iiey grow spine 

Lignes rom the eo ike ihe phe adn Ching’s hele atone wndew the ' come Ndare 
dares woke i name way fe. gee) t fruits grow down to the very roots So too Nieahn 

q I Conti (ci | aa J rises the Ag et | fom the roses of the pvt pened 

A aioe Tireee Omcieatet) hove co hernety ind thm." cL Hobiant. Fobien, ei eae 

44 


172 BENGAL » PAST & PRESENT. 





surgeon who first made me remark besides that, when the fruit is cut across, 
it shows the image of a Crucifix. ! 

! was also particularly. pleased to see and eat the ananas (Asanasos)-: 
hence, | wish to describe also here this other Indian fruit, It is produced, 
mot by a tree, but by a plant which resembles somewhat the aloe. It looks at 
first sight like a pine-cone, and that is why the Spaniards properly call it 
Pinnas, The smallest of these fruits is like a big pine-cone, and the biggest 
measure more than a palm in length and half a palm in diameter. When the 
green skin ia removed with a lenife, a yellow pulp appears, which is hard like 
that of an:unripe apple, and has the smell of musk; the laste, which is between 
sweet and sour, is very pleasant, especially when the slices have been steeped 
in water mixed with sugar. Even when still unripe, it can be preserved, and 
its exported that way to Spain; where it is highly prized. Of its nature 
it is wholesome, but so hot that, if you leave [2a2] a knife in it for a day 
only, they say it spoils and consumes it? | saw this plant, at also other 
Indian trees and their fruit, suchas the coffee-tree, in Vienna, where Prince 
Eugene, that great Hero of modern history, had imported them. | saw there 
too the coffee-tree with its fruit, all these trees heing planted in a giass-house, 
where by means of stoves they imitated the hot climate of the Indies. 

Thete is still another fruit, the Papaya. Having bought two of them, | 
thought at first they were melons of the kind which the Neapolitans call Turk: 
ish; but, they differed in their seeds, which are dike Pepper, This plant, 
which IT saw also in other places of the Indies which | visited, and again in 
Macao and Canton, produces fruit every month af the year, flowers and fruits 
yet unripe being found on it st the same time. The fruits are more Fraprant 
than ur melons, which they partly resemble In taste; and they grow round 
the top of the tree's stem like dates 3 Op my return from China, I brought 
seeds with me, arid planted then here. They grew four palms high, when, the 
winter supervening, they dried up, the trunk of the bi gpest tree of this kind 
FF ed ne eins eaupposed to be drawn, The spocitc name paradisiace ia daceet irom the 
old belied cit Oriental Christians entertained nis, if noe oripiunted, by the Mahomed ans) that thin 
was the tree trocr whose leaves A aut Eve made thettuelves aprons A further mystical interest 
sitacked aley to the fruit, whieh some belisred to be the forbidden apple of Eden Foe in Uhr : 
Lorrned by the core of weeds, when thes Frevit wae cot across, or forefathers dincermed an image of the 
Crom, of even of tho Crucifix. Medieval trevelleri generally call the fruit either Afusa, of ‘ Fig af 
Parga se or sometitnes * cif Irdin,' FTotson- Fobson. 'n. vy. plantain, Gul de Rulterssle (ney, 
rocise, Tabi Ceci eet Sispoce Sigoli (5384) ate quotest 4 wpeaking nf the imane Gin 
way, whether longthoray or ero en (get ane A TOCY vost miracle, for when yuu divide i ome 
te Crate anu ths esos many tds made’enen t,t Bt were the nage 
Fruit “irae. anal foured 4 cross father thin’ preci pr succeeded only when cutting the 
end em Armen Cl Hoot ¢v, e gis Peren, the Portus 
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being #0 tender that you could easily ent through it with a penknife. i do not 
speak of the other fruits, both because they do not deserve any special men- 
tion, and[because L shall have to speak of some of them further- 

The day after onr arrival a) Sciantanagor, we were jnvited al) five of us te 
dine at the house of [223] Mansieor the Director of the French Factory, He 
honoured us with three toasts, all three of whieh we drank to the firing of 
artillery, “Fhe first he proposed to the health of Cardinal de Tournon: the 
second to ours sou the happy success of our Mission, and the third’ to a pro 
perous journey.' 

On the thirteenth, the first day af Lent, my four companions left far Goli- 
catan, while l went by the Ganges to Bande), where L arrived after an bour and 
a half's journey. This is a small settlement, where in olden times a Portuguese 
Factory flourished. Christianity flourishes here now, and they told me generally 
that no Heretic is allowed to reside in it. Here there is a House of the Jesutt 
Fathers, with a fine Church,* which was taken care of by only one Father, viz., 
Federico Zech, a German, whom all esteem for his great piety. | heard the 
Portuguese sermon which he preached to the Native Christians, for-nearly all 
in those parts know that language, though in a corrupt form: Next, 1 went to 
the Convent of the Augustinian Fathers, [i was inhabited by six religious,* 
whom I saw officiating in the Church in the same way as in Europe. The 

Church is also very pretty; it has‘a nave and two aisles (/re wari) 

The same evening, | returned to Sciantanagor. As lwas walking there 
one morning on the bank of the river, | noticed @ large number of men, 
natives, who were bathing: in it quite naked, and hot a lew paces oo 

Sule Pierre Dullvier waa ihe Director or Chief st Chandernagar between to) and | He 
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within sight of the men, were a number of women, also quite maked, and 
ecenpied in the same function ;* yet, the men did not took towards the women, 
nor did the women look at the men: [224] on both sides they were busy 
washing themselves, without the slightest immodesty, I was indeed most edified 
by that great modesty in those Idolaters ; but, when I praised it to the aforesaid 
Capuchin Father Felice, he explained the mystery to me and told mé, what! 
still heard from others, that the Idolaters of the Great Mogol believe the water 
of the-Ganges to he so holy that it has the virtue of purifying the soul fram 
every stain of sin, while the body is being’ cleansed in ji. And so there are 
many families which earn their llvelihood simply by carrying inland for sale 
vases filled with this water. And, because the men and the women had ¢4n- 
tracted many fuults during the previous night, they were washing themselves to 
he cleansed and absolved from them ; hence thelr modesty during this action, 
lest they should sully their ‘conscience again. 

On the'same occasion, | noticed among the bathers a man with @ mirror in 
one hand and his face turned towards the am, With the other hand he took 
water and threw ition different parts of his body as H in the form of a cross, 
and his tips moved as if he waa zaying some voca! prayers, This one, the same 
Capuchin told me, was a worshipper of the Sun, and with these ceremonies lie 
was paying it a special worship. 

In the whole Expire af the Great Mogol, of which Bengal ie a Province; 
the three principal religions are: Idolatry, the most wide-spread of all, but 
divided into many, many sects} [225] Maomettiam, the religion of that Grand 
Selgnior and of the whole Government ; but, as they do not compel anyoug to 
follow their religion, the number of the Idolaters fc greater, there eine, as far 
as canbe calculated, twenty Idolaters to one Maometian ; finally, 
Christianity, mostly Catholic, which is scattered in warlous places: 





there fs 


It is well known that our Holy Paith was preached in thase parte by the 
Apostle Saint Thomas, martyred at Meliapor on the Coromandel Coast. Then 
It deteriorated towards the sect of the infamous Nestorius, but was restorvit: 
on the advent of the Portugeese arms. by means of realoc Apostolic Mission: 
aries, who in different places incessantly watered the soil with their sweat. 
The Portugnese were much helped in this holy indertuking by an ancient and 
constant tradition of a prophecy of the Apostle: Saint Thomas, which had been 
left inscribed, for the remembrance of ages to come, ‘on a stone-pillar erected 
fiot far from the Walls of Meliapor. It said in the characters proper to the 
country that the Religion planted by him would flourish again when the bea, 

‘then forty:miles away, would have reached this pillar, gt which time there would 
be ween in those parte white men from distant lands to restore Lhe Religion 
| We way = fear of mnimtabe thot Tips fh wrong hacu) 
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preached by him, This was entirely verified ie the Portuguese landed in 
the Indies! The Missionaries converted not only a great number of the 
Nestorians, but an even greater number of Pagans, the Maomettan Government 
forbidding only [226] that they should convert the Moors:  [t is theit maxim 
that the Iaith of Maumet is better than that of Christ, hut that our Holy Faith 
is better than that of the Idolaters. Accordingly, they esteem. a Christian more 
than-an [dolater, The English, the Dutch, and the Danes, wishing to imitate 
4 Catholice, have imported into those parte their several kinds of preachers ; 
but the grace of God is mot with them, and their evil lives, being out of keep. 
ing with the teaching of Jesus Christ-which they preach, their Missionaries have 
‘achieved no reault. The Idolaters, according to Unie different sects, have 
Temples; Priests, Prayers, and Idols, Among the countless errors, in which 
an infinite number of these benighted [dolaters live, ls that of the tranamigra- 
tion of souls; whis explains their special affection forall sorts of animals and 
insects, which they do not kill, nor eat the Hesh of, but feed most carefully, to 
the extent of luving hospitals fr lee and fleas. People even pay a high 
price to let then: with impunity suck their blood for some time. They are 
convinced, indeed, that after death their souls have to pass into the body of 
enime animale mite or Inse unclean, in proportion to the Eteéater or smaller 
quumber of sins or good actions they hive performed in Jife. They love ani 
vimerate, above all, rams (menteni) and cows, becatse they believe very 
foolishly that they supported the earth on their horns, and that a caw appeased 
the wrath of their fdal, Mahaden, whet he wished to destroy the Universe in 
punishment for the sins of [227] men. Another fable of theirs ls that after 
death they will have to pass 2 hi river, and they will not be able to pass It 
uniess ‘they cling very strongly to the tail of some ram (evnfene) oF cow 
Accordingly, on rising from. their bed in the moening, just as we sign oar 
foréhead with holy water, so do they defily it with eowdung. and thus defiled 
they go about the whole day and transact thelr affairs, And just as we 
consider ourselves happy. if a priest of holy lite assists us in our last monyente, 
so dé they consider [tas the happicst omen, and s guarantee that they will be 
able to cress at once the fabulous stream, if in their agony they can have a cow 
near them and hoid her by the tail, Should the animal vold herself while they 
axpice, they tukée it for the clearest siga of hoped-for bliss, assured that they 
will migrate into that very cow. Op the death of the Idolater, this cow Is Kept 
and sumptuously fed, and the relatives of the deceased show her all the regard 
anid give her all the tokesis of esteem and affection which they would have 
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given to the defanet himsell, when he was alive: These superati 
to these animals, in particular tle cow, heing so strong, when some of them 
are converted to our Holy Faith, the first trial the Missionary makes of ‘the 
sincerity of thelr conversion is te make them eat beef, to them avery hard and 
arduous trinl, both an account of thelr natural repngnance to euch food, and te 
cause, if those-of their sect come to hear of it, [228] they ahominate them as. 
impure, and refuse to cat with them, or drink dr converse with (hem. It was 
what | expetienred with one of that Seet, whom the Lord deigned to convert 
through me; ‘but | shal) speak elsewhere of him and his heathen companion." 
Some religious of that Sect take the resolution of becoming holy, and the 
people, in their ignorance of the dogmas of the true faith, fancy these men 
have reached the summit of perfection, when they have been seen to stand for 
a number of years determined by these religiows—sometimes 14 years—ex- 
posed in the opén air or under a tree to all the inclemencies of the weathers. 
Day and night they will remain In the same piace; either always studing, or 
always kneeling, or in some other posture > and | saw one who for years and 
yeats had kept his hands and arms always in the same posture, until his nails 
had become sa large that they had grown into his arms, so that, through his own 
fault, he had become unable to open lis hands and was obliged to have him- 
scl assisted in-all his bodily wants, All the other penitents of that kind are 
likewise obliged to:get themselves helped ; and those consider themselves lucky 
who have a-chince ol ministering to them...[229].% On the death of one of 
these soj-disant Santones, the religious considers himself lucky who ean: get hold 
of a talt- of bis hairs be coils-it round his head, honours it aa a relic, and struts 
about with it, As 1 was speaking one day with one of these religious, he 
boasted that he had on his head Imir of sundry late Santonos, and showing 


them tome he said: “Thisis the hair of such a Santone, and that af euch 
another," 
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The Capuchin Father Fra Giovanni da Fano related to me that there was 
at Seiantanagor, not. very far from his place; a woman who, aspiring also alter 
this imaginary holiness, stood day and night In a thoruughlore with ber hands 
raised towards the eky, Hearing of her and wishing to see ler, he went, and 
approaching her from behind he judged that she could not naturally remain 
always motionless withowt Kelp from the Devil To lind out the truth, te 
ordeted in a low voice the evil epiritin the name of Jesus Christ te depart from 
her. Hardly bad he uttered the injunction, than the woman's arma dropped down, 
and she, looking round and seeing him, said In her language will an angry and 
threatening look: “Ah Devil, Devil!" The Father concluded fran it [230] 
that such penances are dont: with the help of the common enemy, who lords it 
freely over thous parts. By such devices does he keep m darkness those poor 
pagans redeemed, thetn ton, by the most precious Blood of Jesus Christ; by 
auch devices does lie drag them by thousands-and thousands into the infernal 
pit. And that for want of zealous Evangelical labourers, while many here 
stand idle or carry but a very few sheaves compared with the vast harvest of 
the Indies. They shut their eyes, and without pity ict so many souls perish 
daily; they hide their talent, and yet flatter themselves that they will escape 
the judgment of oar Blessed Lond, who clearly declares in Saint Matthew that 
Wie viap: where he sowed not, and gathers where he has not strewed 

1 could say very many things about the many accts to be found in the 
Great Mogol, 25 also about the grat size of their temples, about the manners 
ol (he natives, their diet, the variety of their dress, ete.; but, owing to the short 
time 1 spent in Bengala, | could not fully acquaint oiysell wilh these parti- 
culars : hence, not to expose myscif to mistakes, | pass on. 

To show still more the providence of God in our behalf, [must not omit 
to say that, all the time we were in Bengala, we did not spend  guat/rine on 
food and lodging, Either we took dinner with those gentlemen who invited 
us, or we ate what a prous Chinese Cliristian women [231] charitably sent us- 
As said above, I returned from Bande] to the hospice of the Cupuchins ot 
Scluntanagor, pend the evening of the seventeenth | embarked thence with the 

| ventiemen who owned (pedroni) the ship which was to take us 
wed through G Hieatasy and two dayw later the same 
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Armenian gentlemen, Signor Amodei, and myself went down the ( 





a small boat: We arrived in the morning at: Poncicali,* where there was- 


Bazar or market, and in the evening we arrived at Raspar, also called Giorg- 
Crux? Here too there was market, for markets are held very often in those 
parts, even daily, but now in one place, then in-‘another- On the twenty- 
first, we arrived very early at Palta,* where again there was market. 
Leaving this, we made a very short stage, as the tiver was slightly agitated, 
enough however to upset our Denghi or boat, Denghis being very low-aided. 
So, we lay at anchor the whole fight along the bank of the river, andthe next 
morning, after a short journey, day-break found us with Signor Amodei on 
board the vessel which had to tuke us to Manilla. The vessel was called the 
San Lorenzo and was very small." = there were fifty passengers, 
twenty-seven of them infidels, w2., Matmettans and idolaters; among the 
latter were six young men and three boys, slaves purchased with a view of 
their being instructed and baptised ;* the other twenty-three were Catholic 
KRamans, one of them being a Neapolitan sailor. The master [padrene) of 





the ship, one Constantino delle Toille,* was a native [232] of Persia, bis 














' Poncmall ls probably Pirieolij of dé Barros’ map (co. CR Wilken ( Barty Annals 
es Fugliok in Bengal, |, map teclay p- 140) places it on bis it Lane about: inal! way between 
lubssia amd Hug! Pode, whilg Pacucull appears on the aame slde abore Uluburte. 


H. Slovhmnase (Comtribudioms Aithe Gregr, and Hist.ef Bengal, Calcutta, $73, 

Perochate/ a the ware of the district i it the prownt mouth of the Danridar, of a Ore pa) above 
the eorthern cp the Stundarkan, append as Pisseoli| on the Wevt huante of the Higiiin 
Binanw's mp adh Maca ) ACE the reproduction in Blochmann's article. Chr Blatuw, however, ba ciety 
Lame, 98 eatin picasa higher on os rena funk, from ide Barros’ mp ol) isgn arto 
ae vibes Pisee ulij j and Pucwentl), Ct, Da ete, Decuda IV) Pe. ti), Liven, 1777 p45. 

* Giorg Crux: la a orge da Cros, iy i673, the Portupwese tiles ant 
: a son Lida ll } ‘ Ja ugwese ad patie: a 





Bes lis the frre: Bigs on tha or W, Bank of the Hug! in T. Bo 
map of the Hogi (7 Ct Oprt. mgr. Th inde! on tlm clver Dror h bei the erie in 
hat eg bees lai the ooly may oy book where | have preceeied, ailker pet p Nitthe ms 

Ul "ia trhe. 


* -Pulta, perhaps fqeivalent with Pimlta of de Barc map. 

a ee eee rm Gem le Rave Uayalled vin the Senet or, the Sonfa © 
ic peonap tomeirhcerbryy Sout” Jena up. 249) Between a and Manilla, Ripa. Nida] 
op the Votre Sipmara ai Cadataps Eo Bry oe Ctisthlore Reales 4 Spahiatd (p. 232), 

CA vhibhy etoune brivian masters to justify temir fh ; 
atwredealing. The Dw we. tis the Free “lel ie Engilsh, not heh cp A ee cooing le gre a 
Bengal forsabed thoutands of snmmctm to the hareis of Mubaminadan Grandees ad Ie sine the 
favourite busting-ground for slaves to both the Europeans and the Magh sof Arakan. The 


Portugres: slave-raiders of Chitte and faeeen boushed itr t beter 
i Gee yaar than ull the Mlbeioaarten of Toit aan y msde mane 


* del _Estoile. One Gre Boutet, ert bant, wt manage at at Cnoder, 
RAGS UA Fiber. >, (pop, and. en tal oa as, flomymeaevbelre dnt Estos on (et. 29, ike: dle, 
One dr | Exaile on Febr, 2, Fate fronrH Bouter and de | Estolle gerne pil) be stieee 
of the Chumbernagar Marriage Reyisters, hut t did wot find ther bn in comjunction, 

On Sept io, 1704, seize Bouttet binplt for Ry, f fs | 
with the lnrprssttiin nanie of Steet Louly Yama ite Achis Ribeiro the ship te Di 
end her «ppdrteomnces | feaight | z.500 mans, Cl Bengal Paw & Prevent, 1911, fie ln 

Pind in fatal de fe Pree en (660 par li PR ide Mans edited be Ch Shales 

athe, t8ge, eco: Informminon or Coostartinw 9 | : : 
Sst te temas nig ry ape ape ans ce ain ema 


at Ingato, Nov: 15, 1665 und gave him a letter in whick hue sabaiyud nts with him Ste ot the Se 
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father being. a Frenchman, his mother Persian. He insisted that we shoul 
sleep m his cibin and share iis table, und he was en kind tous that he wae 
annoyed because we did not want to eat four times a day as he, but only twice, 
according to our Ialian-custom, Wilton land, we were obliged—auch being 
the exigencies of the climate—to take breakfast every morning alter Holy 
Mass, for everyone assured us that, if we kept fasting till dinnor-time, we 
should get if At breakfast we got nat less than a chicken cach—thoy are 
exceedingly cheap there'—and not les than atow!) apiece and other warn 
food at dinner, And, as-these fowls aré not very substantial, and are easily 
digested, we found that what they said was: trup, era, that it ol) diested in. no 
tine and without trouble. 

Whien | had got on the San Lorenzo, | doffed the secular garhin. which I 
had travelled from Cologne, and pot on my soutane, and J drew up a plan of 
campaign for the voyage up to the Philippine Islands. i was as follows: 
After my accustomed prayers, # the sea was not disturbed, to celebrate Holy 
Mass, which Is done publicly mear the aft mast, lor the sake ard profit of all 
those Christians ; “Teach the Christian Doctrine, morning and evening; for, 
not only the young,—among whom there were some Catechumons—but nearly 
al) the sailors were utterly jgoorant of it, even of the truths necessary for 
salvation; Give an cight days’ Mission: [233] Preach every feastday and 
hear the confessions of allat any hour of the day (very few of them had 
frequented the Sacraments; many liad never made their confession all their 
life, and the great number had lived estranged fram the Sscraments. for five, 
six years or more: this work of preparing and instructing them for.a gaod 
confession was the most arduous work of all) > finally Recite in common the 
Haly Rasary and other prayers. All thee éxercises were conducted in the 
corript form of Portuguese knowa by almost all the Christians aad many of 
tie trifidels of thove parte, We, Italians, learn it very easily, Henes, anyone 





of Pessia anh jnvibed to oc hie serviers bo the French del ery Le a) He gave them the 
Singh 


iol rrteebabeg, Jock ators Uhay fee Ph Oppeer 
Geerorcter ta ta ctronttage Baber and Chapont om ther 
et weal Cp AI pu LIV, Bye to Mousciguear dy Lloaor ({spahan, 
hie wen) 7 fy hea age penlemutd men i'd alnd ipae 
& rieteaipeeiee ab iy sa arode ew qu yl oot sahant seni que nn 
aude alt vet romiicn mt st dees jo ua Vara jamola engagé) mole je aay qua fl o 
wise dr sant oth Carmtreres et parks tray: bhp des Leageme converter Frade, We 
tutquesque of armaininune et ey | ts Youijours wllevé mais ie setanp dana fue reniimant 
d'ung veritable Frannie et of wet bles due = ae que Lavi fis yeomh tiaras tiated: Jeti 
| , ng tien td i) hat Toane dind aged 70 oats or tps Ye 
armel bet Sika ts and Dory Nal bes tg op ) of. 
onbtornrys | Kren. eon. of eno, rpreter to ihe Engtioh ase og U Ci. 
This lohay Pens capone tite 4 a tharos i ‘Tepe luvern| Liaear or d! leacas [Dh Chan ¥/ 
aD ion tens whic ball a C Hn Bema!) a poet 
* “And fart Roupy, ho abst a Crown, mr of) ww 
Pulintcnc erie Chasis wad fucks io peoportian.~ An dem isha “Ch. Hodson Futwa, ay 
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about to start for the Indies should take -with him the Christian. Doctrine, the 

doetruction fot Confession, anil some other similar book in Portuguese to 
learn the language more eastly and correctly. 

From the twenty-fifth of February to the twenty-eighth, we. travelled on 

the Ganges, On rewching finally the Ocean, the river-pilots returned toe 


Bengala: we lost sight of the land, a strong favourable breeze sprang ip, Wwe 


weighed anehor,—net to cast [t again along that coast—and tumed our course 
towards Malacca, from where we would pass to the Philippine Ishinds 


a * « ry = & 


Ripa arrived in China in 1710 and was well received at the Conrt; for ‘he 
was a good painter and succeeded ue an engraver. “In t714 he bege 
Seminary ‘at Pekin. in) November 1723 he left. China with 5 of tis Chinese 
pupite and reached Naplesin 1724 after-a journey of one year and live 
duys: His endeavours te establish # Missionary College for the Chinese 
al Naples received the Pope’s approval on March 17, 1725, “A school and 
Church Were bullt at Naples in (720, and the new Institule of the Sacred 








‘Family of Jesne Christ was. approved by Pope Clement X11, on April 7, 1732: 


Cf; Storm, Tl, 448° spg. Ripa ciod on March 29, 1746, aged fy years. 
Hj} portrait appears in the beginning of Vol. | of his Storia: 
According to A. de Gubermatis, a hostile writer, Rupa's College stil! 
exists ot Neples under the title of Collegia Aniativo, “but, in it presedl’ 
condithin, it) i inaideqtate to preparing ecules apesttes for ihe Missiqna of 
‘Asia, as in, the past century, or to. becoming:a practical ectool for living 
oriental lo ngubpes, fe the modern needs of our Comimerte with the Asiatic 
nations would require [")" Ci, Storia wet Viepgiaters Sigliont, Livarne, 
1874, p: fi. For bibliographical references to this College. Ci He Cornpiur, 
Bill. Srica, near Ripa'a tiame: 
Ripe eile ce thal, alter Cardinal de “Pourton's death, Cert and Perrone 
wore obliged by the Mandarine to leave Macao for India: 
We eent to Fhe Voire, Rangoon, a passape from Ripa's Storia ae 
Lataro Lazar, a young Peguan Nalfcaste from Cosmi (Bassein); who: hed 
come to Rome to prepare himself for the priesthood. 


No other references 
to India were foun: 


THE Ent: 
H. Hosten, Si] 
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ourcHier.” 





Bovernor Richard 0 





[RE acquisition by the India Office of a hall-length portrait lattributed 
* to George Dance, Junior) of Richard Bourehier, Governor of 
Bombay, revives the memory of 5 half-forgottes: worthy, and will perhaps 
joatily tle publication of a few notes upon a career that presente many 
points of interest 

There were Bourchiers or Bowchets in India in the late seventeenth and 
early eighteenth rentury, and probably the subject of this aketch was related 
te ene or other of these) but the connexion bas not been traced. Nor has it 
been discovered when and where he was born. Mr. Forrest, however, in ble 
Selections from the Bombay Records, Home Series (Vol. |, p. xliv) says that 
Bourchier was sixtyhone when he became Governor of Bombay ; and this 
“would indicate 1688 or 1689 as the year of his birth. 

Hie name does not occur iit the: Eset India Company's retords uniil 
October, #718, wheat he applied to the Directors for permission to reside at 
Madras 29 a Free Merchant. His request was granted on November 26) and 
‘on the ged of the following month he was authorised to carry out with him 
z.ooof in foreign bullion, He seems mow to have engaged in what was 
termed ‘the country trade, i.e, from port to port in the East, In June, 
¢7a1, be wrote from Gombroon (Pandar Abbas) to the Company, complaining 
of his treatment by the Agent there; while a Madras list of ¢724 Includes his 
hate among the ‘seafaring people in Bengall service: | 

In 1725 Bourchier wea at home, antl (doubtlees at Hie Instance af his 
friends} was appointed (December 31) by the Directors Sixth ty Council at 
Fert William’ in Bengal, We: reachrd Calcutta on July 6, 1726, and was 
made Expert Warehouse Keeper (and Membor of Council) at gos per-annum, 
Thiz post he retained for six year and then came a sudden blow, [ny July, 
1742, arrived o letter from the Court of Directors, dismissing President 
Deane (who hewever, had already relinquished offies) and most of his 
Council; for sending hame gnods of an unaatiafyctory quility.. Bourchier 
thee found himself thrust out of office at & time when he had reached Ihe rank 
of Second in Council asd might reasonably look forward to becoming i his 
turn the President and Governor of Fort William. 

Of the events of the next few years we know little ; but it is certain that 
Bourchicr remained in Calcutta and that at some unascertained date ho was 
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appointed Master Attendant there, A Calcutta tradition—presctved by 
Asiaticns in his Ecclesiastical and Historical Sketches respecting Benyal— 
ascribed to him the building of the Charity School House (which afterwards 
became the home, first of the Mayor's Court and then, for a time, a! the 
Supreme Court); and this, mwas said he madé over to the East India Com- 
pany on condition that a sum of Rs. 4,000 was paid annually in return to 
support a Charity School and for other benevolent purposes. The tradition 
las. however, been shown by Archdeacon Hyde. (Parochial Annals of 
Bengal, p. 91) to be erronevus, though a is possible that Bourchier contributed 
generously to the foundation of the Charity Schoo! (about 1731). | 
Evidently Bourchier had powerful friends in London, for, on February 
18; 1743, the Court of Directors, at the instance of his uticle, George 
‘Harrison, appointed him to succeed Mr, Whitehill as Chief of Anjengs, an the 
Malakar Coast—one of the best posts in the Western Presidency. This: 
decisioi was communicated to Bourchier by the Bengal Council on August 
3, and on December § (having presumably spent the interim in winding up 
his affairs at Calcutta) he resigned the postiof Master Attendant He took 
up: hid appointment al Anjengo afew months later, anid for the next five 
years we hear little of him, One little point may, however, be mentioned: 
He muat have been acyusinted with Sterne’s ‘Eliza,’ who was born at 
Anjengo.in April, 4744; and the acquaintance was doubtless renewed when 
in 2758 she married Daniel Draper, then Secretary to the Bombay 
Government. 

It would seem that. Bourchier’s nranagement of affairs at Anjengo gave 
satisfaction to the Directors, for on March 15th, 1749, they wrote to Bombay 
appomting him second in Council there, and directing him te proceed at- once 
ta the Presidency to take up his new post, In November, 1750, he succeeded 
Mir. Wake as: President and Governor of Bombay and held the office until 
February, 1760—a period of rather more than nine years, The chief event 
of his governorship) was the capture of Gheria trom ‘Tulaj) Angria by. Clive 
and Watson. Clive, by the way, complained bitterly of the way in which he 
had been treated by Bourchier, who had omitted to conwult him-in the case 
of a court martial upon a. military officer; bat his: remonstrance only 
provoked a severe smub from the Governor and Council, 

Bourchier wen hane in 1760, and apparently settled in Sussex, ‘tp his 
later years, it would scem, financial misfortunes overtook him, for he is ‘stated 
to have died penniless and inadlvent. According to tha fondon Magesine 
for +770 (p. 64a), the date of hia decease was December 4 of that year. 

He was-twice married: On November a5, 1723, he espoused at Caleutta 
a ‘Mra, Sarah Hawkins,’ Eight chiklres wert bora ih rapid saccession, 
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and then, on February 2 1739 Mrs: Bourchier died, aged 35 years, and was 
buried in the churchyard of St John's, Calrutta, where a tablet to her 
memory mow lies embedded at the base of the Charnock monument. A year 
later (February 6, 1740) Bourclier was married (again in Calcutta) to 
Elizabeth, widow of Jos¢ph Badman. A daughter, Arabella, was baptised at 
the same place in November, (742, and the couple had at least one other child 
(William), born at Anjengo on June 37,1746 Elizabeth Bourchier died in 
August, 1756, and was buried in the Bombay Cathedral. 

Most of Bourchier’s sons wert to India, Edward, the eldest, became a 
Writer in the Company's service st Dacca, but died before completing his 
twentieth year, Richard, the second, was allowed, while still a ld, to 
proceed to Calcutta 'to be of service to his father there.” Charles, the third, 
may be confidently identified with the Madras Writer of that name, who rose 
to be Governor of Fort St. George, 1767-70; while James, the hith, became 
a Member of the Madras Council. (George, the fourth son, obtained & Bom- 
bay Writership, but died after about nme years’ service. 

From the foregoing sketch, it will be stew that Boyrchier just missed 
being Governor of Fort William, and actually became Governor of Bombay, 
while he had a son who, a little later. was Governor of Madras, Sucha 
canjunction wag eurely unique. 


Witt Foster 
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She Retters of Mr. (Richard 
OBarweff—t. 





QOuE years ago the letter copy-books of Mr. Richard Barwell were purchased 

far the Society by a small band of subscribers, of whom His High- 
ness the Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad and the Mabarajadhiraj of Burdwan 
were the chief. It is proposed to publish the letters: by tnstalments in 
Bengal Past and Present. 


Lerrer No. I. 


Ancelm Seaumont,—Originally came to Indin ag o Free Merchant. Served im the Militia iW 
the acest pene 175 aud Sewers! to Fulkta during the Seige of Calcutta. Appointed a Factor im 


the Company's oe “becuse of hit hondgurable combuct and Als great lowes in the lake geaeral 
calamity.” Dean? General Leiter feom (he Cones, 2733, March 3), Ho was mptly My ia akan 
to the Cost al Ca , for on igth. fonuary cpio Hangs 


appeers & protest 
anne oa, A. Bequnont, be eyoestes, &. Howitt protesting to the Board again Ae ranger SI 


of the Preaident with the discharge of thete dutiiw, (See Pabtle Proceddin pale 1750 30) pp: os ery) 
Ney : Provincial Military Storeteeper,. In 1755 was MUllaty Store. ort William | 
6g Rendent at Miduapore. 
SCF Layceuter arrived gih fuse mpsg. Assiatant in the Impoct arohorse 758 
Lu the ahipa at the ager fh At hume ia 73g Married Mise (Chariot 
Lyahington November 23, 1753, Escaped from Dacca when tha factory wi that ieee a athatlend 
in Ps and syle mimtly with cowardice by Lanl Cliivi See Aeupul Fort and Pereené. 
PP. 209-10. 


xa Afr. ees aan uf Se ome Jahawen * satan Arrived with Francis Sykes ast 
Ham tay on i at Daccs. ‘Tn char i gun et Plassey | Payoaater to 
Forees dur Le Fords Campilun iu the Northern Ciears ‘Secretary to Eyre poor degre 3 th 
expedilian | Aste Law. Resident at ster th Match (740 where be wag. 

Marathas. Ciel ai Burdwan 1783- Ordered by the Court of Directore ‘Sth Pabouar ray 1704 fe 
herctwend, Citet of the Depatation appulited 3 the death of Mir Jalar to sgt af 

accession of Najmu-ddauia. His “ reireshee” on thie Occaaiim je stated fo: have -been two: Wi 
used np Becki ibyuzand rupess, A lvothee aut li the service hy accompanied kim recived 
60.000 rapes ; each af the other commissioners received one lath aod 12,000 rupees. Another 
‘brother, ick Jolnstunw, arrived 7th June i754 perished inthe Black Hole. 


Bourckier.—See article by Mr, William Foster in the present number. 


Gur preen? guendam Nabobh—Mor falar died on the 6th Fi H He war sdececdad b 
shsinea Saul Les see by Blea Baeate’ ee IAS z 
Eliabes—Allahabad. Clive reached Qaleutta on May 3 i705. He lei on june asth and 
reached Benarss estly in Avgua. Oa payin of £509,090 be restored to Shufasudls Cals hin 
territories merlin Allahabad aad-C which were tobe ceded to the Emperor Shah oe) at whom 
be met at A va August orb, "Shah Ales biel previcssly ot the Nabob's cara ap 
ranted ihe waual peat sipuinting Najmud-Dogia, Subatiah of Nasim of Beogul, Sehar tage 
feed. He wow fzed the amuuot of revenue fot which he was cequired ta accout at twentyale 
mared at 3000 anil on condition of their becoming reapomible for the pa pr deans of thie sum, be 
| lewis 


the Com to be petpetaal diwan ol the wume ines, He — _ 
Campaey's titie te be pe rat India, a. gine 





Tut tribute of Bangal the Com ed the dixteicts of Corah uod Allah Mera 
£35,000 # year, to the King.” ee cn uk the SBeffiah Power da the Najme 
Oabuils was granted on scan einai ct "; ad ar Sse eaee 


Poor Lothiayton—Henry Lashingion who had died gallantly ja the nA sbanTe Hiv 

eae de apart done pe in rea Niall copyedge"™ tac! i“ inatdot—e tr of a ey Chand 
reaty. Lowhtigt ingore 

Dongal Pot ind Port Vole ee os was une of the aury af the Black Hole. See 
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iddietom how revigeerd- iwel Middieto arrived in August 22th a 
snap rr, Jogo Pl ne Gee bai cpr Lor he as 
Tirport Ware Hogs Keeper.ann Aint itaeter a For Hl te Taso 
ccauin of a sane ea oP 2, le rake Beste ial ae ek ee 








ALiliers’ test — William Billiega arrived “ead et Watone uf those wha escaped wlth 
Pomme the Seige of Hi 1764 wee Collector of Cadets 
aod Mernber of ‘Counell. [in ihe: Srir Whar (V ia (Vat her y ree we toad) 1! Tt yam wibcat tine treme - 
i h Hers mecseded by right of hip of Ariuabal [Patna He 

a pof tittle codertacding, and, epregamatg Sccmanl ebay inclined to- aubagtt to the gaidance of 
Mr. Middleton and Mr. Digueron [Johnstone]. On hia being | he went Irom the garden 
Hanny-poor, the thon rendmnoe cf every Engliah rilez, pis traversal jhe city in great 

i he proceaded ta the castio where ho ordered Mii-Carem-Qhian te take his seat on 
moved of Gopermeni, mt Viewroy af ert renee Heber, This tnitallation prodoced bir 
Seam of money; but es at the same mit he listened implicitly to the dictates aml lnstigations of 
suine Gentoo as aevsolies as himself, he became hinell gullty of same im eaten De 
rendeced him distracted whiy ha came to hasr of Lord Ctrre's areival, and of hia great saul 
ievetity. He waa icized with anspor pa oo hie past conduct, and killed eett with his own 





wrod, Hewes bnricel in that of Banks-poor, where he hus remnalnml ever ainoe, a 
losis ian chomp Tees ) own countrymen." cave rif, ag. 

ture! L Sonmer arrired asth Laciesiars 744, Second at Dacca in 

atthe Hime of wee eige. Ersiga in the Miia. 

UMCeopet. Gh hate G Reburand tn Jodie with Lord 








To ANSELM BEAUMONT. 
MAULpa, 
rgth Sept. 176, 

1 lieve to this time favor'd with 4 of your letters, “two from Fort 
St George of the 2yth and goth of last January, and one from the Cape, 
the roth of April following. | wrote you the and of February fn duplicate, 
aiid as neither of yours irom Madras reach'd me till after the dispatch of the 
April ship, | defers'd addressing you again, my removal and the adjusting my 
concerns,...;.not only my time but utmost attention, Leyoester not being able 
to procure bille conformable to the directions. you sent.me, wrote to Mr. 
Bourchier requesting: he would draw on him to the amount of Ra: 35,000 on 
your accouft: as yet be hax nit received an answer. | have, therfore, 
Wesiced him, in case he should not be drawn upon: by Bourchier, before money 
is received inte the Treasury for bills, to pay no regard to: the keeping a 
billance for the disbursement of such draft, but remit the whole to Europe ; 
and, any difficulty arose, to use my name for £5,000—the bill passable ta you 
and my Father; that not in my name to be made payable in your instructions, 
and, had [not been engaged last remittance, should Nave attempted to secure 

you, in the game manner 
Respecting your alt adventure, the best reply ts, in my opinion, & copy 
of Mr, Wood's letters: vuch in attention and remissness, as appears to me 
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through the whole of that Gentleman's conduct in the disposal ‘of phts 
concern, is too apparent to need illustration. 

Your marble slabe remain unsold, and will, i my opinion; jor some 
years; as the prospect of disposing of them to His Excellency vanished at 
the death of Jafher (cur present gaondam Nabob being debatr'd the meane 
of extravagance). The system of Government is now so entirely changed, 
that if you was to retum, you would scarcely conjecture your absence to 
huve been shortel 20 years. His Lordship takes gigantic strifles in what is 
stiled “settling the Country,” He has already been to Eliahas, and on 
Sujah's dowsing his $0 lacks, restored to him his country, butin my opinion 
this will he far from producing tranquillity, He himself is uncapabie of 
taking possession of his country, Or, if he does, who is to defend him: ip 
the possession? Many and powerlul are the enemies he mnst oppose: un- 
furnished with money or troops. The conclusion of ‘course is natural: 
—ae, ‘his. allies must fight his battles, and raise him from that distress: 
which we have reduced him to. For my part [confess myselfa poor politician, 
bul, if you will permit me to form conjectures on recent facts, there is 
little reason to imagine, but what our strength and fortune will be [requently: 
put to the test, whilst we continue to display those astonishing proofe of 
what we slone term generosity, Gratitude is a virtue not very troublesome 
to any of our Indian friends; and, as 1 recollect having heard poor Lushington. 
say, the Moors bad no word expressive of its meaning im their language, 
is it probable that as men, they should entertain an idea ‘they cannot 
express ? 

By the appointment af a Select Committee [tho’ by the’ Directors Letter 
it should subsist no longer than any war which might imbroll the Provinces), 
the Council are become mere cyphers: power so much aimed at by all 
degrees of men, and so agreabile to the uncontrollable disposition of Clive, 
has made him stretch the prerogative om the insertion of these words in the 
body: of that paragraph of the Company's General Letter, 7. ¢, ‘the restoring 
of order," Middleton has resigned hia post at the Durbar, and the Coyneil, 
taking the opportunity of the absence of all the members of Cammittee 
except Sumner, have appointed him to the chiefship of Patna, which since 
the death of Billlers had remained near a month vacant, The reason of 
Middleton's resignation was Sykes’ being arder’d up by the Committec-to 
settle some oflairs on their behalf, independent of him. There is something 
in this #0 extremely absurd, if imputed to the cause alleged, that dt must 
Bagger the most weak judgment, Others will pull back the curtain, and ack 
if Middleton was unfit? Tf unfit, why not removed before ;-and, if fit, why not 
entrusted instead of being driven to the necessity of resigning? 1 do not 
know how fond you are of riddles: your friend Dick has a curs'd aversion 
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lo everything of that pature, and expects you will be kind enough lo send 
him the ‘solution of what Ke has related. Sumner opposed the Board's 
appointinent of Middiciun te Patna, and [it] remains. as yet uncertain, whether 
the Committee will permit it to stand, tho’, for my part, T cannot think they 
will dare to dicannul so publick an act of the Board's without any plausible 
pretence, let them assume to themselves what authority they please, [n short, 
Beaumont, Clive is really our king: his word is the law, and, us in your time 
(1758) he laughs at coutradictions: He lias routed Johnstone, in. remeam- 
beranee of his brother's good offices, and haul'd avery person concerned in the 
Deputation over the coals for executing « treaty, he cannot disapprove: 
nota little nettled to find that his jag¢heer hae been made over to the Com- 
pany at the expiration of the time settled with the Proprietors, without his 
being able to muke a merit of the wssignment, besides making it appear evident 
to the world the Company might have profter! by fis refusal, Read his 
lotler to the: Proprictore in the 8yo. vol. of Tracts ov Sndian Affairs 2a it is 

that to | allude. 

You'will Lear Ironi others what a devilish piece of work has been made 
about presente. F ghall, nevertheless, write you my sentiments on that 
topic, as 1 believe, you may beable to form a trane judgment of the pre. 
ceedings of the disappuinted from tlhe partiewlar relation | shall be enabled to 
give than the general accounte of others. At pecsent | am seeking after the 
truth, and am therefore necessitated.to defor ta my next the eatisfaciinn | wish 
it was now in my power Ld give, 

1 have the happyness to acquaint you, | stand in the midst of changes, 
and by the profession of services from every quarter have little or no rekson 
to doubt the stability of my appeintinent. Gray would very gladly make this 
& Factory, and wpon the whole | do not think he has acted by me with that 
candor my conduct ctaim'd. This between friends. Great folks mist mot be 
Ofented) you know, the' by Jove, had he effected ought to my prejudice, 
Tahould have made no, scrople to have made him dance to very grating 
Musick. But, 29 it is—f am silent: he pleas’d, and when we meet, you 
Would almost swear fron) his manner that he was the best friend 1 had in 
fudin, Recollect Martinet's legacy. When Lread it, U thought he had been 
led sway by resentment, and marked him undeservedly, bit experience lias 
shewn me the contrary. | | 

lam truly sensible of the friendship you so obliging profess in very letter 
yoo write; and as it is my. ardent wish to hold one of the first places in your 
esteem, [T] Hatter mysell nothing cas interpose tliat shal! inipair the favourable 
idea you entertain; and, as you cannot he ignorant of my disposition, the 
kindness you have conferred, be assured, cements a reciprocal utlachinent with 
that gratitude | have been, and hope for ever bo he, influenced by. 
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No remittances will be inde from hence before December. My 
ed. ‘The following particulars’ is an extract from Mr. Challoner’s Letter 
of the -2sth November, 174! "Your accot, is credited, for Re. :tago-14: 
@ # is £143-12+9 for the Consulage, etc, on the 4 chests of coral sent fo 
Madras and your account te discharged for the Pear! and Lapis Lazuli sent vs 
China ete. confonnably to your advices as if ahall for ‘the emeralds and 
pearls sent you by the Lord Anson, as soon as ye attorneys have ship'd 
them for Madras and-——.," 1, know of no pearls and emeralds of Challoner's: 
there area parcel of emeralds, but | think they belong to same otlier gentle~ 
mati. However, | have wrote to Mr. Leycester, and if they should are 
Mr. Challoner's, they shall be disposed of according to the aforequoted 
aragraph. 
: the tollwtas particulars of his Lordship’s treaty with Suja, | received In & 
private letter yesterday. | will not pretend to vouch its authenticity m every 
respect, though | think tt may be depended on 
fst, that he shall pay to the Company 50 lacks within the year, and 6 
on the nail, and that the King shall remain in possession of Elliabas, 
with its revenue of ag lackhs; and, on our part we are to withdraw our 
trugps, whet he shall have accomplished the agreement on his part. 
Clivehaa likewise stipulated to pay the King from the province 26 lacks, 
so thai his Kingship will have am yearly income of 6o lacks. In consequence 
the Company are honord with the Dewanny Sunnuds for this Subashsp, 
‘and have ceded to: them some provinces southward of Ballasore—l imagme 
these districla quite up to the Boundary of Orixa; as settled in our treaty 
with the Prench. 
i shall write you again if possible by this ship: such as of my letters as 
ate only intended for your amusement | direct to be retarned. Friends 
write to friends their thoughts in too free a manner for the publick eye, 





BeLteve ME, Dear Beaumont, 
Your very affectionate friend. 
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William, the father of Richard, Barwell. to whom the following letter ty addreseed had been 
President ond Goveroor af Fort William fram Apel ag ta izth July 1799. Toe dierierel af 
William Bareell was ordered by the Directors io.a letter gr neti J arate, 17D Froth o letter 
ated 27th January, 1749. i appears that the remus for the diamissal wat “his vindent behaviagr 
w Paton to Mr, jackson, hia not esting bia seal to @ paper which the Council thought wae nimtor 
sary lor carrying into execulion their contract with Omichand Deeorband ead his tetorn from 
mugs) od 298 Soper, (caged he fom sane al sy fo, Sts Yo 

riage a3uh aged 22. her tom eis atill to be lound in. St. Joka'w 


eherchyard. Ow ayth Fi any. toa 1 2 | 7 . 
{allowing chitdsen Gere wocw laTadie Se ee oe 
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b. Wiliam, baptised ixth October, 1740. 
a Richord, born 8th October and baptised 419 October, i741, 
9. Joba, baptieed July r4q: | 
4: -Rower, baptised aond Gecemienn 1747), / 
Other children weee born in Engtanl—via,, Mary, Frances, fames, Panini, amd Edward, 
William Barwell was a» Divoctor ol the Compasy im 1755-57, 175345, amt $700-1707- 


Por an sluciiation of the history ory of the intrigues of Nands Kucner (Nuncoevat) peferreed to im 
this litter ame Viel. 1 of Cali Crawtord’s History of the Indiaw Medical Sereice 

Wii daturel in Nasi 0 Dowla—In « lecter dad yoih September, 1764. Clive and the 
Selecd Commitee write ts the Cow of Diwetors a deputation cooiletlig af Motars Joliastonn, 
Sedior, Middleton, and Leycoster, was appointed to mise thy nator! am if the dec\seed Nabeb te 
the Suhehdury, bin rE jadice to the claita uf hie grandaan.” Tn my copy of Vereist’y Fire, where 
thie Jetter: gorau, Archibald Swinton bas noted wn the mungio: | eres p called mrtieral seytt. 

a. ek Bl 


Nujima+Dowlah was oomed by Jaffer Ai} Khan ae hia meccencor ar ted Chua Nabot 
beled Jalier’s death \ and after Nurgen's death Lord Cilve did oot. appolot jallbar's ndaon, Ewt 
a beother of Nogum’s:” Naprm-d-dacia, whoer proper Game eee Mir Phulwari, ae tha eldune oun 


of Mir [ufar acd the famous Muiisi Begum, Najuud-danln died of wmail pox-an ged May, 1 
and oi soarestad ee Nis brathae Sai-ubdaule ' ; pe Sa 

Gere Vansitéiet—A younger brother of Guvemor Henry Vansltiatt Se Seagal Pus! ned 
Foe Votes = 


To HIS FATHER. 
‘MaULnA, 


igth Sept. 1765. 
Mucy Hon’p & Deas Sia,— 

My Jast to you bf the preceding season, dated the gist January, war 
follow’d by my departure for Maulda between the sth and Gth of the wubse- 
quest month. ‘On my-arrival f took upon me the change | had been appointed 
to, and found so much to engross my attention Lintin a manner | was necess- 
tated to forgo the opportunity of addressing you per the Ayte. Prom the 
publick and my letters you have been informed of the death of the Nahob 
Meer Jaffer, the suecessiun of his natural son Nazim O'Dowla, and the advan- 
lageous treaty concladed with him by the then President and Council, whereby 
the whole military force of the provinces is put into the Company's hands, with 
an acquisition of 60 lacks or £700,000 sterling per uanwm, a right to object to 
the Nahob's choice of ministers and to insist on the remove of such ms may 
appear of doubtful attachment to the interests of the Company, the war with 
‘Sajak brought almost to a conclusion; and, in short, nothing leit forthe 
exertion of his Lordship’ genius, who arrived here in May following. The 
first step with which he usher'd his government wad the fizing of the Select 
Committers, though no war subsisted, Sujf Dhow! having thrown himself on 
‘our clemency and ehortly after entertain’ by General Carnac io the English 
cainp. Tlie next was to publish the powers af the Commitice, which | scarce 
conceive to be with propriety what his Lordship pretends, as they entirely set 
aside the design of a coancii which | must suppose the Directors could have 
loray’d with mo other intention than forthe management of their affairs by 
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plurality of voices; else why is it directed that theit opinions be askeil if in 
controverted points the sentiments of the majority are to have sway, but all 
depend on. the Select Committee? ‘This is a riddle far beyond my compre- 
hension, | mist confess: butte return to his Lordship. It was not long 
before he fixed the idea of a most absolute authority, vested in his own 
person as well as in. the Committee, over the whole country; and, a you 
may be asqured, he could not be very well pleased to find a treaty brought ta 
perfection, so benehcial, and which in every respect appears calculated tao 
perfectly for the preservation and security of those immense possessions the 
Company now enjoy (in all £1.400,000 sterling) to bo condemned, yet ‘he 
could not bul wish some amendments anda reason to assign for their tut 
waiting bis srrival, ashe had been excluded from (hat merit which otherwise 
would have center’d entirely in him. 

The Nahoh, who had been taught to expect a change on the arrival of 
his Lordship, no sooner heard he was in Caleutta than he immediately 
fepaird thither, venting heavy complaints against the Deputies (especially 
Mesirs, Johnitone and Leyrester) for forcing him, as he stiled it, to ratily the 
late treaty, and fixing Mahommed Reza Cawn guardian of the subahdarry 
during hia minority, and obliging him te part with his favorite Nuncomar, 
who had held the supreme influence from. the restoration of hits Isthey Meee 
Jafier in '63. Theknown intriguing geniua of this man had long since 
rendered hin\ euspicious, and though sete occurrences duting the cainpaten 
“of '63 confirm'd every conjecture to his disadvantage, yet noe sufficient proof: 
appeird to condemn bim, till abuut thie time when same intercepted letters, 
with evidences ttwas thought incontestable, were brought down from Patna 
by Mr. Gree, Vanaittart, in supportol Mr. Batson’s allepation of his having 
cartied on a correspondence with Suja-al-Dowla during the beight of the war. 
The Board, therefore, insisted on his being sent to Calcutta, whieh was’ with 
some difficulty affected; the Nabob expressing the wlmost relodtunce at 
parting with him. An enguiry was, however, begun; the evidences were 
arrived in Calcutta: and the affairs of Government under Mahommed Ress 
Cawn were beginning to be conducted with a proper spirit, which <n his 
elevation bad been damp’d by letters from Shitabroy, a man dm-our camp, in 
whom, if was supposed General Camac placed preat contidence. These 
letters were addressed to. the Nabob and Nuncomary theit purport, that he 
had discoursed with the General, who greatly disapproved the measures taken 
by the Governor and Council, that Lord Clive might hourly be expected with full 
powers, and: would not fail on proper application to settle everything to his 
(the Nabob's) satisfaction. These letters had the greater force from. the 
General's known connection with his Lordship, his having altays supported 
Meer Jaffer, and even ingtances of good will towards his minister Nuncomar. 
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Ie consequently alarm’d Mahommet Reza Cawn, The dread of ‘falling 
vietiny'to the change, in the prospect of which hia enemies triuinphed, reduced 
him ta a state of inactivity: and despondence, from which the removal of 
Nuneomar to his tryal then happily relieved him; but his Lordships’ arrival 
tgain ‘involved him in doubtful anxietys—the more 35 Nutrcomar had heen 
set at liberty, and the evidences brought from different parts of the country 
te prove his guilt permitted to eturm without an examination. This pro- 
cedure his Lordship will, | suppose, account for. | have before remark'd the 
Naboh's being in Caleutta, On his departure from ~Muxadayad, he gave 
strict orders to Mahommed Reza Cawn not to follow him, that he might, 
I conjecture, have it more In his power to prejudice him in the opinion al 
Lord Clive: To which effect he presented a letter to” his Lordship setting 
forth the injuries done him In the late treaty, the force put upon his lncllna- 
tions, and the merits of Nuncomar. He then attacks in. very Indecent 
terms, the gentlemen who had promoted the removal of hie favourite, finds 
mush fault with Mahommed Reza Cawn, and sums Hp the charge by 
accusing him of having issued large sums from the Treasury without his 
knowledge for the purchase of his employ. Mr. Leycester replled to. this 
address in two minutes, as appeare on the face of the Consultations of the 
latter endof May or beginning of June, and If I can procure a copy of those 
minutes they shall go enclosed, as I think then worthy of your attention: 
About this time, his Lordship summon'd Mahommed Reza Cawn to Caloutta, 
who obeyed with the terror and apprehension of a man. going to be delivered 
up to his enemies, What could he imagine ? Nuncamar was at liberty and 
in direct opposition to the resolutton of your prior President and Cogncil, 
Consequently the letters wrote hy Shitabroy, the supposed sentinnents of 
the. General, recurred to his memory with redoubled force, and presented to 
hin & prospect as gloomy 4s possible, He was kept, for someudays in this 
state of anxious suspence, terrified with ‘the powers of the Committee ; 
he was soon tanght where to place his whole and sole dependance! not 
did. he dare (his dread was sa great) to pay oF receive @ visit from any 
member of the old Council, lest it might accelerate his ruin. Under 
these terrible notions of the Committee's supremacy, their disgust at what 
had past (by him conjectured! an: indication of enmity against the Council 
and Parties concerned): he was examined touching the distribution ovale 
from the Nabob's treasury |n the clandestine manner that bail been sett 
forth by his Excellency, He denied the charge, and produced—to the 
vhame of hig Prince—written: orders for every eum be had disbursed. He 
seaa then directed to give in writing whatever had pass'd on the subject of 
presents, and Jugut Seat was ordeted todo the same. This enquiry anid 
examination being carried om against members of te Board and the late 
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President by @ Secret Committee that pretended to arbitrate on All alfiaicg: 
Wie ey No wonder that Astaticke should be influenced, and act 
as ‘they imagined most agrezabilie to the Ruling power and condnsive to the 
promotion of their oma partionlar views when even Europeans will not 
scrupie to make suct-sacrifice, tho’ withheld hy much stranger bonds: The 
Nabob’s addrese to Lard Clive, J do net imagine, was with a view of 
introducing an inquiry into the presenta he had made, but fo hlacken Mahom~ 
med Reza Cawn. hoping every assertion to his prejudice would be readily 
credited, and procure at née the femoval of that Minister and Ue re- 
instalment of Noncomar. [nb this he wee preathy mistaken, amd the dis- 
pleasure he conceived at the disappointinest has eppeared in many instances,’ 
- Mahonmed Reza Cawn, conformably to the Committec's orders, delivered 
in two accounts, ane nf the presents intends! and affered by the Nabob, and 
the other by himself, particularising the suma-and persons: Copies of whien: 
with that delivered by Jugeut Seat, enclose with Mr. Leycester's ininutes 
in answer; lor] shoald be extremely chagrined to percetve calumny depre- 
cite in your’ opinion a character worthy. of your utmast regard, or influence 
you to be iidiflevent iy the -cause of wppeess'd innocence, | must for your 
informahon; in vindication of a frend whose virtues have. rendered him dear 
io me, make some tomatks on my own knowledge of facts, wheu | make no 
doubt he will appedr to you, 44 to me, the mun of strict honour and integrity, 
In the first piace no conversation ever passed on the subject of presents, 
as recited by M, RB, Ci," in the presence of Myr, Leyeuster, and though 
Mr. Johnstone may have intimated ta Mahommed Reza Cawn that the 
gentlemen of the Deputation, now. the business was concluded, could have 
no reasonable objection to the receiving af any token the Nabob might he 
disposed to present to them of his esteem, yet i} was subsequent to offers made 
by the Nabob thro’ Noncomar: Muhomed Reza Cawn insinuating that he 
was backward in speaking on this aubject to the Nabob can have proceeded 
from nothing: tet his dread of the- LETH power, and an apprehension af 
eing known to have contributed thro” inclination to the conference of 
favors at which auch umbrage was taken | besides, he might imagine oblique 
reflections as the Council would:do him setvice with Lord Clive and his Com- 
mittee, on whom'alone the duration of his honors, fortune, and aught elve 
held dear by a Mussulman depended. In one of his warratives he relates.a con- 
“Wersation to have passed between him and.some particular geaUlienien. | am 
well assured that telition Is false, and that jo euch has passed; nor did | 
ever before hear he minde the feast difficulty of speaking to. the Nabob, or 
that tie Nabob made the feast hesitation when ‘Spoke to, So far fron) i, 
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that he bimeell noticed the propriety, seemed displeatied it Had not been done 
before and instantly acqmiesced, even tho" the motion was made by @ 
person so = disagreeable to! Him aa Mahannned Reza Cawn must have 
teen. ‘The making of: presents is 4 custom deemed so becoming In Asian 
‘Courts that » refusal of them may properly be looked as an indignity 
offer'd to the presenter : in this light it:is holed all over the country. They even 
conclude you front their enemy; Intagine either the offers tes inde had 
been inc otisiderable to your rank, or that you were before resolved not to 
adintt them\to a: share ef your good will. But, supposing an application 
tnate for presents, it will become His Lordship to nede the loypropriety by 
imeelf. committed, and which, if you will: turn to the asth page of the octave 
Valume of Tracts on Judian Affairs, published in 174, you will immediately 
petnive, for in the account he gives al hie jaggheer, he snys that in January, 
‘59, be represented to Juggut Seat that) were: a tile was confer’d, if wis 
waual for the Nulob to annex a jaguhesr, and desired Juggnt Seat would 
apply to him on the oceasion,” Meer Jaifier evaded) the grant at that tine, 
tho” he issued it a few monthe -after, when Cole Clive returned from 
Patna with tat accession of Influence Kis) persujt of the Shaleoduh hud 
given him, -Soch an opportunity as it must favour Juggut Seat's uppli- 
Cation for a -jagghieor it ts not [to] be imagined he would neglect; 
but being once commissioned reneweil sollicitutlons, the success of which 
he had all the reason to imagine would render him agreeable to. and worthy 
of the Colonel's esteem, wherras in the case of the trilling presents (1 speak 
comparatively} snade to the Council, you will lind no arguments urged to the 
Nabob. No:indacement but.the custom: of Asian princes to influence his 
bounty, Hie Lordship daily expected, the treaty concluded, the Deputation 
broke up, and his favorite sent to Caleutta,—were Wiese ciecumshinces incite- 
ments to liberality * No, the Nabob's station and charmcter were the ooly 
inoentives. Hs acted alone trom an idea of his: own dignity and in support 

p grandeur of his predecessote; ay he had nothing to lope, #0 he had 
nothing ta fear. No services could be render'd bim: everything was 
publicly ratified How absurd thew must (hose approve themselves who 
insinuate or infer gifts so conlerr'd the prise of service 1 let Ahem look into 
the proveadings, and they-will tind that, im the course of the Committee's 

fies, i evidently appears much larger offers had been made by tle Nabob, 
througti Nuncrmanr, to have the gerernnrent felt in the stale tt (hen was, 
{prior} His Lordship’ arrival, etc: :thal those offery had been repeatedly 
madé and repesiedly refused, and Umt neat of the metobers might have made 
much handsomer fortunes: by doing nothing than hy exerting themsclven in 
the manner they did for the benefit of their Employers; bot, a» they could 
not prevail on themselves to lose the favourable opportunity aller'd, they 
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conducted themselves with zeal and ‘integrity for those interests, to which 
duty prompted their attention. They gave up a certain fortune to that sense 
of Kdnor which shoulil actuate every one of your servants, Mr. Leycester, 
| must observe, not only did this to my certain knowledge, but when Mahoni- 
med Reza Cawn would have made him a present of § a lack he refused it, 
least aught should be alleged to his prejudice, when, under such circums- 
tance, occasion might call on him to speak in sapport of the man he deemed 
worthy to be raised to the dignity he now holds. The present made by: 
Juggut Seat wat a thing not known to Leypcester with ite circumstances / 
all he fad heard of it was that the Seats intended a present; but, when 
everything was made known to him, he wrote to he attorney at Cossr. 
[Casimbazar] not to receive it, and, if received, to have it returmed—there 
being an indelicacy in Mr, Johnstone's -anawer to the Seats that no way 
corresponded with the nicer sentiments of my friend; but, for my part, 
4 must confess | see no great impropriety in that anawer, The Seats were 
no more to Mr. Johnstone than other private merchants: he-was bound to 
render them no services, What then waa there in his reply to’ their Vackeo! ? 
It was certainty their part to render themselves worthy of his attention, 
and not his to recommend himself to them. As Mr, Johnstone goes home 
by this ship you may hear particulars from him, the relation of which would 
only serve to swell my letters to an almost tedious length without answering 
any other purpose. I, therefore, refer you to him, and shall only intimate 
in general terms that he has been used extremely ill, that he has been 
forced to resign your service to avoid the obloquy in which a seaming 
tryal might have involved him. IT say a. seeming tryal, because a defence 
in his circumstances was a thing impossible, He was not confronted with 
lis accusers: hie servant, Mooteram was taken into custody and evidenve 
estorted from him, under all the terrors of confinement, In shott every one 
connected with Johnstone were so intimidated that they did not ever dare 
to visit him but by stealth—In this clime such are the agreeable effects of the 
extraordinary exertion of power! [eannot pass unnoticed the imtroduction 
of Mooteram to the Council) with an intention it was thought of re-examin« 
ing hint: imslead of that a paper he had before sworn to by the Sfecret] 
C[ommittee] was read article by article. A very pretty form! It could not: 
be supposed that he could deny what he hail but the other day aseerted, 
No, but then such procedure render'd all prevarication impossible, and 
secured the validity of so essential an evidence. 

The strict scrutiny made by His Lordship has surprised me the more 
as, in condemning a practice he himself now tastes the sweets of, he over- 
setts those very arguments with which he supported Irs. pretensions to the 
jaggheer: yet many of the members of the Board that he has attack'd have 
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mich stronger to offer in their behalf, The prestots he received were for 
hon'ble services. render’d; whereas what they received, and as  publicty 
avouch'd, were for ‘service neither render'd nor to be render’d) They like- 
wist con, with as much if not greater propritly urge the custom of Eastern 
princes in their favour—a custom it docs not appear they were obliged to 
sollicit the performance of. But, as ambition disappointed takes umbrage at 
the cause, be it what it will, his Lordship, | conceive, was mortified st finding 
‘be had Jost so fine « field of raising bis merit with the Company by the 
Council's not waiting his arrival—a thing uncertain as no intelligence to be 
depended on had been received of his having left England —indeed had there, 
! should suppose; it would not have influenced « procrastination that must 
haye proved Very detrimental te the Country, the consequence of unsetiled 
government, Lord Clive, whose fortune has sprang from that fund af 
generosity so suitable, as he calla it, to the dignity of an Eastern Prince, 
notes it as an Impropricty in others, because he says lhe ordurs of the Court 
of Directors were arrived and should have been attended tc. This argument 
miglit hold good could he bring one single instance from any oi the Presi- 
denci#s to strengthen it, The ex¢cution of commands from Europe, by the 
little observations | have made, appears to have been elways discretionary, 
and Governors and Councils have never scrupled that | know of to suspend 
the execution whenever they thought them detrimental to the interests of the 
Company, or, without being conducive to its advancement, prejudical to 
individuals. ‘This was really the casein the jate Order concerning presente, 
which as it seemed to have itz birth from party spirit, from which the most 
sudden changes have been too frequent, the probability of alterations 
subsisted, till we were absolutely certain of Lord Clive's having Jeft England. 
The order for abolishing the Inland trade had very materially injured the 
fortunes of many, and at a time when the onder itself was revoked in Europe. 
Why then should the Council, in a second instance, lay themselves under 
restraints wiknown to any of their predecessors? Lord Clive was yet in Eng- 
land, and it was much for his interest: to procure « revocation of an order 
particularly prejudicial to him and the Gentiemen embarked in his expedition, 
The next ship, it was expected, would bring a counter-command. Besides 
this Order several others mach more material were deferr'dl to the arrival of his 
Lordship or the intelligence of a final period [put] to the contests at the India 
House for that year at least, This the Committee seemed to think not worthy 
[of] censure; itis the order about presents alone they appear to notice. 
Necessary, [ suppose, to give a sanction to their enquiries, Whether those 
enquiries were an object Gt for the deliberation of a Sclect Committee you 
will decide. Shoulda Governor and Council have been inattentive to the 
orders of their Supetiors, their Superiors alont have the right of censuring. 
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Clive and his Committee have not only assumed the right, but presume to 
pass judgment ov a President and Couneil, whose orders were equally valid 
with ther own, andno respect accountable to their Tribunal for the transac- 
tions of their Government, and | should imagine mdividuals less so whose 
conduct have been guided by the orders of a majority of that Council—orders 
always esteemed as laws in every settlement. 

Whatever may have been his Lordship's design, or by whatever motives 
he may have been instigated to commence so remarkable a scrutiny. and 
persue it with such extraordinary méans and indefatigable attention, he has 
found ngthing more material for censure on any of the members (cacepting 
Johnstone) than that they Have taken presents after the receipt of the 
Company's injonctioné to the contrary: and yet bis Lordship and his 
Committee liave-not scrupled to attempt reducing the number of your Couneil, 
which has hitherto been cffectually opposed, to disannul your commission 
of yovernment by which a President and fifteen are empowered to act as 
agents for the Company, That’sa mere trifle: only an invasion of the 
Company's right to appeint their own agents, only a pernicious example that 
may be followed to the ruin of the settlement by any who has the power 
and the boldness to dare, for he may with as much propriety assume a like 
authority, and has equal right to render himsaclf superior to orders. ‘To the 
Company's appointment of Government the most implicit defference has 
hitherto’ been puid. Sbould, then, that only basis of the civil power be 
removed, will it be anything extraordinary to find the head of your armies 
giving laws to your Council, It is very Surpriging that gentlemen so 
aealous of a deviation from an order that could in no shape injure the Cam. 
pany should avow a design of disobedience wherein its very being was 
concemed., 

Iv the prior part, I mention’d Sujah Dowla’s having thrown himself 
on ourclemency, and yesterday [1] received intimation of the following 
particulars. That they are authentic in every point I will not take upon 
mysell to vouch, tho’ I have reason to believe that they are; that he shall pay 
to the Company 50 lacks, 8 in ready money and the remainder in twelve 
months, at which time the English forces are to quit his country ard the 
Fort of Chunar Gurr (in our possession (il! then) to be delivered up. The Shah 
(King) is to have Elliabas with its revenue amounting to 34 lacks (the only 
part that is alienated of all Suja's dominions), and from the Bengal pro- 
vincés 26: in all 60 lacks per annum; and, he, on his part, has honord the 
Company with the Dewany Sunnuds for these: provinces, and has ceded 
some others te the south of Bailasore—I imagine to the boundary of Orixa, 
as settled in our treaty with the French, computed an accession of 46 lacks: 
‘This, when conquer'd, will make the yearly revenue received by the Company 
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136 luckhs for £ sterling 1,820,000), or one million eight hundred and 
twenty thousand pounds, 

His Lordship and Mr. Sumner, to whom I have paid my respects, have, 
as they promised you, made me all the kind professions | could wish for. The 
sincerity of them T shall not pretend to question, as | do not Intend putting 
them to the test. All 1 wish is that they may not project anything to my 
prejudice, but let me quietly remam where [| have now the pleasure to 


subscribe myself. 
Dear & Hon'p Sir, 


Your very dutyfull and affectionate Son. 


Lerrer No. Ill. 
TO MESSRS. JACOB MOSEH & RAPHAEL FRANCO. 
MAULDA, 
rath September, #765; 
GENTLEMEN,— 

Since my last of the goth November '64, | have been favord with 3 of 
your letters: two addressed to Mr. Beaumont, dated the 25th May in the 
same year, and the other the oth January following with one, of that date to 
Messrs. Marriott and Barwell. As | flatter mysell you have been fully 
eatished with the. attention | have shewn to your interests, | shall make no 
further reply to the letter, and as for the 2 prior, Mr. Beaumont, who 
must have arrived long before this, | suppose, to have given you 
satisfaction. 

| have the pleasure to advise you the affairs of the Company in these 
parts are in. @ flourishing state, and that Lord Clive, who arrived with ws, just 
on the eve of a peace on our own terms with Sujal Dowlah, has happily 
concluded one. So that I think you may venture to recommence your 
consignments, Not that | can give you any encouragement Irom the present 


demand for:coral, but from the prospect | imagine you have. 
[-AM, ETC. 


LETTER. No. IV. 

Marrivtt.—<Actived 3 oly 1753, ar. Assistant at Casimbazar = H where 

bis was ocmaie After Whe restora = raps. Calcutta he was Ascistant Boxer. € leet a 
Calcutta os Member of Council iy. As Metober a Cc in 1755 whe fink 30 
, Mir JafFar’s restoration, iter > breach with Mir “Kasim: In: co hiel at at Beoares 
with ‘the famous William oles as his second. i ees Phy of hiv es esi aaa | 
iavter in his Considerations Vol. (Ti aya = n down to 
ta in order to mueet an ir palate oun (Feary 17, 7 1786) a ‘determined That Me. 


Calcut 
Marti ng the mint, 5 orders af the Board for 
wks oho! ey iersetili rg in y any post. under t afcbady mihere decks and therrfore o 


*, Campan ple ay prefity that have aeerded to him fron the entat s 
hi picts Sorat A Spa Marriott’) general good character that the Compa 
od with the rnoney he paid the King together with restitution, and tal wo further 
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ic. ‘With regand to Mr, Bolts, they judge him h deaerving of censure for the ili 

awe (galley 4 tears bi hie Chief in aking pon na arrest Sadool, and in na 
4 morte culpable, an i be eery doubtfal whether Cone Petraes i in = pep eas he 
. y right to» ono for the bool in q » Nor do they atlow | him way frerit. | 
e mint farm, a there lo reason to believe that eas toa uch lauenced there bis bong 

refused a share by Mr, Marriott," "The Court of Directors (ath March 1707) were 
restitution ‘on the part of aga be ood held Bolts highly deserving of ceonure," and“ if his con 
@oct tn fitters bs oie perfertly to ur satifiuction, we recommended it ta you to auapend or dismiss 
him. from the service; aa you all judge his behaviour may deserve.” 


% 


[ coker 


: fl 


ts 
Pe 


& 
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Tinterr.—John Beadon ere “25 Commodore of the Sqoadron at the the alter campaige 
with Mir Kaede. Granted by M Vegi Ra t,250,000 sede gee himeetf and the service: 
of the Squadron. See caniacciall: Li Life of Lord Citre, Vol T, P. 34}. and see LO. Cons. 
176s. pp. 165-170. 

The Widow &f—The M . desi tear at hier John's tor Aa iepoarllty sath 1763 shows the: bers 
of “Me, Francis Charlton ond Elisabeth Maitland.” 


18, on ~n Au 
Oh ee Erste nentat deen Ok Bead tes thip wih Goreraie Drake the Seige of Caleutta- 
in i756. After the sae of Calcutta, he pyar Assistant pias eareeerer Ts dn 76s 
waa second at Dacca. (Chiel at Chuinpone: A Patrick Maitiand w 
but o« cal sb reteset oon ing i ud ees aes ae March agth, it seems hardly liimety that ken can mes 
been the fret 


To Ms. HENRY TOPHAM. 
MAULDA, 
rbth September 1765. 
Dear TOPHAM,— 

Yours of the: roth April last from the Cape | have perused with all the. 
pleasing emotions of partial esteem. As everymari has a particular mode of 
address, we can only form our opinion of the offensive from knowledge of his 
manter: the pen being as capable as the tongue of imposition, and as fre- 
quently expressing sentiments foreign to the heart. As mothing of this, | 
think, can titrudé to the prejudice of our correspondence, the regard we 
reciprocally entertain, agreeably assures me of its permanence. 

Sancho's Governmunt, at Teast his Esquireship, will be of longer daration 
than you imagine. The system he has adopted being in some respects: 
materially different from his predecessor's Don (Quixote, whom, you y may 
remember, as an errant knight, made no scruple to possess himself of that 
famous head-piece or helmet and afterwards with assurance De Mambrins 
to stand the test to the utter confusion of the poor Tonsor. The laws of 
chivalry, as they direct its professors to appear themselves champions in the 
cause Of distress, render the oppressing of oppressors a part of their 
occupition—i would say duty; and the steady observance of what these laws 
enjoin being the peculiar characterttick of our Don, he was, of course, 
entitled to the exclusive advantages of his perilous achievements. Thus much 
fora truce romance. 

‘His Lordship arrived bere the latter end of May, | made a trip to 
Calcutta to pay my respects. He has done much ina short time, and I 
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believe will return on the February'ship. For particulars apply to Mr, Tinker, 
who Kas them sebeh ibler pen—Leycester's. Not a rupee aceon. the 
Donation yet paid, ‘but many inviduous. remarks current on that topic. 
OF Man! Man! what a strange compound art thou of hypocracy and folly, 
(Don’t abuse me, now Topham). But the more sec of mankind the greater 
reason | have for disgust. Pray let me know in your next whetlier such 
Yahoos inhabit England, where I have had no opportunity to make remarks, 
The lady with the maweock—l ought to say without the mawcock as 
it ts given awny—will shortly return to Calcutta. 

Because KR. M,! and W, 8. 

For various reasons can agree. 

No wonder how it comes abaut 

Rupees have turned, coming in and out 

Troth for truth, and an old saw for an old song, but pray don't judge 
harslily of Dapper, for tho’ the tenor of his life Is to be sure against lin, 
he ih however free of all censure in hia late contention with M., who, like an 
ass, took it Into: his liead- to enjoy forbidden emoluments without admitimg 
B. to a share, who, finding hime! excluded, hud recourse to his gevius, and 
having obtained authentick copies of some letters to and from Shitabroy respect- 
ing the farmof the Benares mint, transmitted them to the Board. How it 
wil] end.] cannol conjecture; the’ M's a fit subject to be favoured as My 
Lord may have occasion for a cypher to fill up a vacancy in his Select Com- 
mittee. You must not conjecture from hence Il am:a malecontent—! mean 
out of favor with the powerful—far from it, for they all have given me the 
strongest assurances of their readiness to ronder me any services in their 
power; but, thank fortune! I have no other favour to ask of them than not to 
(rouble themselves about me 
Never forget to pay my respects to Mr. Tinker, | do not wrte him by 

this, but shall take that freedom by the next ship. [am sorry, | have nat 
been yet able to procure a drop of Otta nor a picce of the muslin. Rower'd 
with a needle, The latter is owing to the negligence of ‘my friend Leycester’s 
Dacca acquaintance, and the prior because none except one midiling sized 
which soli for 2,400 Rs, (two thousand five hundred ripees).at Benares has 
been offered forsale. [t was, to be sure; extremely fine; but the price was 
beyond what | could have imagined it—16 guineas the conce. The widow 
M. has takes upon her the name of Charlton and is retined to enjoy herself. 
Her retirement cannot, however, be of any duration, ag her dear is call'd 
down to take his seat on the Board. The Mademoiselle you commended 
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io my ivotive has gives me the strangest history | ever heard in my life. fi 
you should see Lewin be sure to tell him the news. 


| AM, DEAR TorHAM, 
Your very affectionate friend. 





LETTER No. Y- 


Sarah Mapheioft. The widow of Robert Mapletoft, the Presidency Junior Chepta 

aie,  Lhestesaal of Nie Calcutta Voluntecr gia on going on board the Jutigws 
soc bin wife, wae it hi wil ind don with the ships when be deserted the defence of 
Furt William in Jone, 1796. He died at Falta Mrs. Mapletott was tear at Aes Helena 
where she dind in Loti ; but she was baptived at Culcutts on Feb. Me ‘1728 Sarah, Danghter of 
Mary Beal from St. Helena.” Sho married 

te. Captain Henry Palme, o private merchant, who died in 1743 

and, james tnwin-of the H. £4, Co's Service whe died June 20, 1752 

qr; The Rev. Rober Mapletatt. 


WW aseuunt of the Mapletolte is general anil Mrs, Ssrah fo particular will be toynd io 
H yao Peeeckial Annals, pp 104 ee ey. Me, Hyde wae apparently unaeare that Mra, Mapletoft 
was in Kagland in 1763- 






To Mrs. SARAH MAPLETOFT, 
SOUTHAMPTON ROW, 


MAULDA, 
goth Newember 1765. 
MADAM,— 

After such a length of time clapsed, without having been favor'd with a 
line from your hand, the reeeipt of your letter of the 7th February, '65 seemed 
very agreeable. [ will not-say the satisfaction it afforded was heighten'd by 

so long a silence, tho’ the pleasure of having these spprehensions dissipated, 
which from a sensibility of my own unworthiness | had begun to entertain, 
would certainly not have been réaped if such apprehensions had never sub. 
sisted, a6 | value your friendship, as indeed, who does not, to whom warth is 
discernable. You may depend, wa far as my capacity admits, that } shall’ be 
assistant to young Irwm, 

1 was glad to hear of the wellfare of my mother and family, but {eel all 
ihe sincerest and most genuine csteem is capable to inspire for the: ill state 
of health our friend labours under, My regard rooders ine diffident of the skill 
of her physician, of the efficacy of the air and water of Bath, so ingenious are 
real friends to perplex themselves with possibilitys: You will oblige me much 
by presenting my salam to Mrs: Champion, and be assured | am still, 

MADAM, 
Your sinvére, etc. 


THE LETTERS OF MR. RICHARD BARWELL—I. 20x 





Lerrer No, VL. 
To HIS MOTHER. 
[Not dated}, 

Your letter of February is received. | can not sufficiently express the 
sense | entertain of your kind concernment for my welfare; paint then 
Madam, to yoursell those emotions a son must [have] felt (whose affections 
are not prompted Jess hy inclinations than filia| duty) in the additional 
testimony you have now given of your maternal tendemess, “The neater you 
imagine the picture to nature, the greater justice you will do to the sensation | 
your abundant love has created. 

The nécessaties on the Grenvi//e | return my thanks for.~ Believe me I 
aut quite ashamed af the trouble my imadvertency has occasion’d, but not 
imagining that you yourself would drive to the woolen drapers, only: issue 
your orders to such servant to whom you might have entrusted the execution 
of my little commissions, induced me to make mention of what I thought 
concerning the broad! cloth, 1 shall be more careful in future (unless you 
neniite ne you will give yourself only the trouble to order), thinking myself 
suthciently obliged, in having such things sent as I may write for, without 
plaguing my friends by any insignificant accuracy, 

To discourage ladies whose merit or beauty may recommend them from 
coming to India, would be very spiteful indeed, aay much more so than to 
permit such -as we-have been lately pestered with (without any qualification 
to commend them but the gender feminine) to persist in their Invasion, It is 
true that Bengall at present is stock'd with maiden pensioners, who laugh 
at the false spirit, which the flatterera. and fouls of the settlement call 
gentrosity, Whether | speak so harshly of this error, | will not pretend to be 
my own judge. | am displeased, | must confess to sec people lavish their 
substance In this vain glorious mamner, when it may be so much better 
employ'd in relieving the necessities of their really indigent tnends and 
relations. 

| enclose a letter for my Sister, and conclude with sincerest wishes for 
your happiness and the prosperity of every pledge of your affection—pledges 
ever dear to me. Thus | include all in one general wish, nor have I init 
been unmindfull of myself-—having the happiness to be, 

Most Hon'D MADAM, 
Your very dutifull and affectionate Son. 
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Letrie No. ‘VII 
To HIS SISTER. 
MatLpa, 
2g November 765. 
Dear Sister,— 

To receive a letter from you was apleasure, I-confess, unexpected, My 
health, which you have obligingly inquired after, Is, thank God) greatly 
amended, and I hope will continue to improve, as T am now no longer bur- 
thened with that weight of business Twas necessitated for these 4 fast years 
to.undergzo, 

No one can with more earnestness wish to be blést with your company 
than your now absent brother; but, as the crosses of fortune are ever to be 
dreaded, his return to England, may yet be far off. 

Continue a4 you have begun, and indulge me wilh a letter every year al 
least, if not oftener, with the pews of your own health. For who can reaps 
greater satisfaction than a brother fromthe knowledge of your welfare and 
testimonies of your esteem and improvement. Believe me to be with great 
affection. 

DEAR FANKy, 
Your Brother, 


Letrer No. VIIL. 
To Ma. EDWARD SMITH. 
Cywrist’s HOSPITAL. 
MAULDA. 
Ooh Nerember a76s. 
Sin, jon November 2765 


Yourletter of the 8th February afforded me much sutisfaction, not only 
from the esteem | entertain for your worthy father, but the engaging sweet. 
ness of clisposition | remarked in you in your very puerile years, 

I can never sufficiently commend the laudable intention of your parent 
in giving you (Ne most accomplich'd education - nothing can be lost by it. 
und, be assured from me, tt is the most judicious step thal could have been 
taken for the advancement of your future fortune in. this part of the wortd 
especially. Permit not, then, too great a fondness for diversion, which 
too frequently the case of young men, to call off your attention, but by s 
steady application acquire those accomplishments designed for you, -and, 
by professing them approve yourself worthy the care of so good a Father 
to whom f request my compliments may be made as likewise to Mes. Smith 

SIR, ETC. 
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a No. IX. 





MAULDA, 
een, atth Newember 1765 

| have received your letter without a date; and perused it wilh that 
degree of satisfaction { should reap from the return of a long absent friend. 
The cause of your silence ts = sufficient apology, and the pleasure you 
have now given amply repays me for the uneasiness | have susteined 
from it, Your recommendation of the poldet: mean ie perfectly agreeable 
to my own way of thinking: how that may be alter'd thro’ time must remain 
undetermined : avarice is the characteristic of age; and, | Matter mysel! 
fortune will at least be kind enough not lo curse me with that prevailing: 
folly before the ueual period. 

‘The publick advices of this-year gaye me reazon to expect ihe pleasures of 
your Company. Deceitful proved my hopes, yet shall 1 not fail to rejoice at my 
own ilisappointment should the scheme of life you bave preferr'd answer the 
idea | entertain of your abilities. | shall write you again very shortly =: In 
the meantime be assured, | | | 

Lam, DEAg BROTHER. 
Your very sincere and affec. Brother and Friend 


Lettrex No, A. 
— , | MAULDA: 
—— . atlh November 765. 
Muct Hon'n ano Dear Sir, 

Your Letter of the 16th January, "65 with those of the Gth af February 
‘annex'd to your Duplicate of 15th Novomber I have now to acknowledge, 
My brother, John, refusing to go to India in the station you had been so kind 
to procure him is tome wo. matterotwonder. A spirit like his could pot 
be expected would brook a subordination to a younger brother. which must 
absolutely have been his case had he acrepted the appointment. With 
respect to the scheme of life bo has preferred, great-abilities are requisite to 
eender him eminent, whereas India is a sure path to competency. A 
moderate share of attention, and. your being mot quite an idiet are (in the 
present situation of things) ample qualitine for the attainment of riches The 
jogs | auffec'd. on a vesael of Captain Ingles has been more than, doubled 
by other contingencies. |, however, thank for placing’ me in a situation 
which seems to promise to insure me sonn against the powers of that fickle 
goddess Fortune, Unless amongst the various changes; some dictated, by 


hl 


S04 BENGAL: PAST & PRESENT, 





caprice and some by malice, his Lordship should think proper to order me 
to Calcutta; not that | have any idea of such a thing happenmg at present, 
at | have experienced from his Lordship etc,, nothing yet to make me distrust 
the assurances given you: only that, in the present fluctuating system 
such a change is possible, | shall go down to Caleutla in a few days, 
when | hope to find the several things you have been so kind to send me out, 
and at the same time to assure Mr. Hinchman in person of my readiness to 
render him such service as if in my power, 
IAM, DEAR AND Hon’p Sie, 
Your very dutiful and affec. Son, 





Lerrex No, XI, 
To Mra. THOMAS SMITH, 
Crist HOSPITAL. MAULDA, 
20th December t76 5. 
[Of little interest] 
LerTer No. XI. 


Me. Cladwin—Francs Gladwio—the future Persian echolar. At this Lime probably 
young. 6Micer ia ihe Company's army. See Benge! Past and Preeni, Vol. [V, p. 509. 


To Mes. BROWNE, 
Foster LANE. 
MAULDA, 


a7th November 1765. 
Deak MADAM — 


Your obliging letter of the tath of March last conferr'd's pleasure almost 
equal to that I should have experienced on the retorn of a long Jost friend, so 
very very agreeable do | find jt to imagine myself possess'd of your esteem: 
To, énter into @ discussion on the misunderstandinge that have yet exictence 
in a part of qur Farin as it would be extremely disagreeable, | am giad to 
find it disapproved of by yous bul as those can never extend to my attach. 
menis, | have no conception how any absurd legacy can transinit them to 
posterity. Paternal commands are, 1 own, ‘sacred; but ought they not to 
speak the father (ser). As there may appear some peculiarity in my way of 
thinking, permit me to ask you if tittle Barwell Browne was even designed to 
offend his Grandiather, and an injunction laid in consequence on. you to cast 
him from. your affection, whether obedience would be possible? The: Sammie 
chain of reasoning will likewise hold good where kindnesses conferr'd make a 
lasting impression on tle memory. | 
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| ‘The same vein of humour you used sometimes to Induljre at my expence, 
1 have satisfaction to perceive, is not yet exhausted. Wasl in Foster Lane 
and dubb'd Nabob, | ehould be apprehensive, ap the next etep, I should 
imagine would be to seat meon my musnud fur throne) then purify me in a 
tub—the fate you (may recollect) of Dick the Embassador; and perhaps 
of Jack the Chancellor, With that three tail’ wig he aspires to hide bis 
bead in. Before this:arrtves; Mr. Beaumont will have paid his respects te you 
in person: otherwise, 1 can assure you, | should havé given him much 
pleasure by the delivering of yours and Mr, Browne's compliments, as fam 
certain he places a value on your deeming him worthy to be of your acquaine 
tance, Ni can be anyway serviceable to Mr. Gladwin, you may depend 
upon it shall. [na few days it is my intention to visit Calcutta, when 
| shall give him in person such assurances, Present my best wishes to 
Mr, Browne, and be assured, | am with the sincerest attachment. 


Dear MapDaAst, 
Your affectionate Friend & Servant. 


Letter No, XII!, 
MAULDA, 
golk November, 1765, 
Dear Sirn— 

! should have dont myself the pleasure to have wrote to you by the 
Admiral Stevens, but as my letters are only an acknowledgment for. that 
share of esteem to which you have kindly admitted me, my postponing 
my address was of no consequence; for, if by any of the ship of the season 
it he sent, the purposed end is answered, to convince that | have-not yet 
attained the politeness to forget. 

I received much) satisfaction by a letter from ‘Topham, who particularly 
meritions you Had not to your arrival at the Cape beon intruded upom by 
that pulfy companion the gout, at times so troublesome to: you here, Jt is 
Apity you Cannot entirely discard him: however, whem lic makes his next 
visti, | bape you will welcome him with such a dore(?) as to render him 
tolerably impertinent: for, be assured, it is the wish of your fidendé thet you 
either give him his dismission or not admit him to too great intimacy, 

My frend, Leycester, has acquainted you with the new system adopted 

sour Rulers; the litte prospect:of the payment of the donation money, ete. 
1 shall, therefore, be silent on atopick you must be so much better inficm'd 
of than it is possible you could from my pen; and, a= the suspension of 
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Leycester will occasion his returm to Europe by the next ship, the minutest 
circumstance cannot {ail to he made known to you. 

| must request your acceptance of a little bottle of Otts, by Captain 
Affick (should he arrive in time), or by Leyoester. is appearance does 
not speak much in its favour, and yet the Oracle consulted on its fate has 
snorted out “Joie, seolhts, nngnow in nose ottebts.”’ Believe me to be with 
much sincerity. 

DEAR Sik, 
Your obliged and affectionate Honoured Servant. 


LerrerR: No. ATTY, 
To JAMES BARWELL: 
CALCUTTA, 


Dear BR 4th December +765 
DEAR BROTHER — 


Your letter of the 6th of February | received but the other day, and had, 
prior to the request made therein, forwarded your account current to my 
Father, with the statements of the China voyage as signed by the acting 
owners. | sincerely congratulate you on your having quitted the ship at 
Bombay, a8 you have, by what I then thought ‘at imprudent step, escaped 
the wreck m which every one of your shipmates (the Second Cicer ex- 
cepted) have been fatally involved, 1 was very gladto find your treatment 
fram Richardson has been. unexceptionable, and that your pagsaye, none wl 
the shortest, proved more agreeshle than you expected it. As ida not per- 
ecive your name among the super-cargors appointed far China fis season, 
I shall iniagine you perfectly easy under the disappointment, | hope, how- 
ever, that yout stay in Engiand will not produce further discontent, but 

rather elface that it may have already occasioned. Consider, tiny brother, 
CS is your dependence. Consider your duty, your interest, and all that ts 
valuable, and curb those éallies your inclinations approve, ! do not mean 
a rigid forbearance. No: that cannot be expected : it ts discretion. would 
recommend ; for, be assured, whoever shall conduct himself—himecH alone, 
regardiess of those ties which bind families as well as societies. will/at last 
be hinisel! unregarded. Lot not my words inmpress any uninvourable -jden. 
if you refiect, you mist acksowledwe | can be influenced by nothing but the 
sincerest affection, for what else could possibly actuate me fo express mys 
sell in a manner solely calculated to insure you these adventapes to whioh 
by birth you are entilled As it is teedless to oxpatiate farther on a. subject 
of this nature, |) shall entirely drop iti and Aatter myself you-will deem the 
freedom of a friend to be Inno respect unbecoming the brother. As | hayy 
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ransmitted to my Father the most materia! occurrences in these parts, and 
which [ suppose you to have perused, the reciting of them here would be a 
trouble to mé, without being any amusement to you to you. Roger, I have 
the happiness to acquaint you, is well and lately recovered from a fit of 

ickness. He desires his love to you, and Jack, to whom you will Itkewise 
present mine, and believe me to be, with the firmest attachment. 


DEAR GROTHER, 
Your very Affectionate Friend and Brother. 











LETTER No. XV. 
To THE SAME. 
— Roger Barwell orrived 26th A Asiistant onder the A Master, 
IAdelasee at teas Basar | =o; St = — sles 


Burton.— Probab! William Barton, Clerk to the Commiltes of Accounts, 763. Resident at 
Berdwan, « Possibly & con of James Barton, Master Attendant in 753. who. who meee a." Mrs. 


Ano Ann Pien :, "Gh January, 1737, and 40 perhaps a cousin of Richard 





MAULDA, 
a7th November 1765, 
Dean Jans, — 

[ have received the several letters you was so kind as to write to me from 
Bombay and should have reply’'dto them hy the ships from henee bound to that 
place, had there been the least probability of their arriving before your depar- 
ture for Europe. Jam very much obliged forthe present of Madetra, but the 
Gentleman, with whom you left it, being dead, | have not yet received it, nor 
dol believe | shall ever learn what has become of it. My thanks, howrver, 
are equally due to you, as if] had: but, im future, let me beg of you not to 
put yourself to any expence on my account, but when you design anything 
for me, admit my paying for it, or you must excuse my |non acceptance of 
it. | have wrote to my Father, in consequence, who will pay you whatever 
the wine may have stood you in, unless it has been sold by the gentleman's 
executors, and a remittance: made you of the produce. The next voyage 
you make to India will not, 1 bope, disappoint ini in the same mannér as the 
last; tho’ should you reach Calcutta, in my sitwation, Ciftcumstances may 
intervene which may possibly render our meeting difficult, unless you shall 
have time sufficient to take a pretty Jong land Journey. Mowever, Roger 
will be able to reap that pleasure, should I be denied it, but that is mot probable 
tho’ possible, as no occurrences in this part of the world.can afford you the 
least ammusement. | pass them over in silence, Roger is well, and, | 
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suppose, has wrote, or intends writing by this ship, Barton presents his. 
love, and joins his to your Brothers’ wishes for your happiness, 


1AM, BTC), 
Letter No, XVI. 
To JACOB: BOSANQUET, Esq. 
LONDON. 
CALCUTTA, 


August goth 4 rer. 
Sih— 


Your favour of the agrd May, 1764.—I had not had the pleasure te 
receive until May in the year subsequent, and am extremely sorry it is not 
even now in my power to give you the least encouragement to make the 
consignments you obligingly proposed. Amber, from the strictest enquiry 
Ihave been able to make, is an article in no demand, and besides the diffi- 
culty of selling, the prices of several assortments, as mention’d in your 
letter, are within +5 per cent of those of Bengall, Coral heads, at present, 
is in demand, and in my opinion will continue:so, unless very large quantitys 
shall be imported in '66 and '67, All your commands | shall execute with 
pleasure, 
| 1 AM, SIR H1C., 


Letrer No. YIM. 
To A. BEAUMONT, Eso, 
CaLcurrTa, 


oth Fanuary, c766. 
Deak BEAUMONT ,— 


This serves to enciose a bill on my fatherfor £5,410-t2-9, and your 
account current up to the instant: it will appear a little irregular my method 
of remitting. It is, therefore, requisite that | acquaint you that his Lordship 
struck out your's, as well-as the mames.of many cities which were down for 
Wills J, in consequence, waited on him, and represented. the hardship, urging 
every argument in my power; but, deaf to all entreaty, he........0..0...0000 
£s00—a sum you surely are much more entitled than the puters of 
gentlemen who were never in the service, and whose applications were 
complied with, but this is accountable if you consider the distress of the 
Select [Committee], and the peculiar attachments of men to'themselves. 

It gives me more pain to find my favour is not equal to my wishes; 
as far as im me lay, | have contdbule to lessen your disappointment. Should 
further means offer, you may be aesur'd of my attention. J have consulted 
with both Hardwicke and Hatley, and have been by the latter strongly dis: 
suaded from making a remittance through the channel of the Dutch or French 
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companys; but, if either be agreeable, write fully, az | am apprehensive they 

are the-only channels, Bourchier gives you no reason to cxpert a remittance 
in diamonds. Of this Ceycester will acquaint you, and give you a more 
troe idea of the footing on which remittances are at present, a= he will of 
every other concern both of a publick and a private nature, My story 
here ig short, and the ailjustments of accounts call for so much of my 
attention, that | must refer you to iny friend Leyeester, whom | have 
spoke, and who is possessed. of many curious anecdotes. Such Government, 
as of your friends are under, you are happy to not having experienced. 
Mappiness attend you. 





Your very affectionate Friend. 
To HIS FATHER. CALCUTTA, 
oth Fanuary 765. 
[OF little mterest.] 


TER NO, XVIII. 


To HIS FATHER, CALCUTTA, 
‘th Fanuary 1766. 





How'p Sin,— 

This is advice of my having drawn on you the 315t December, "65 hill 
of Exch, in favour of Mr, William Hay for g:co: payable zo days alter sight, 
which you will be pleased to honor and likewise another bill ata sight of 
365 days, in favour of Anselm Beaumont, Esq, for £3410-12-9 dated the rst 

My brother James wrote me, when at Bombay, requesting my acceptance 
of some Madeira—the amt. | do not remember, but whatever it was | request 
that the amount be discharged and carried to my debit. A present from a 
brother will at alltimes be agreeable, as expressive of that affection | wish 
(o possess, but when it shall border‘on munificence; | must confess, | would 
rather decline it, for | would appesr to prize the gift, not tor its-own, but for 
the sake of its donor. 





l A hf. #7TC., 








JURING the course of a recent official tour! had occasion to visit the English 
| Cemetery at Bhagalpur. | must congratulate my friend, the Rev. H. 
Perfect, on the energy he has expended in bringing. apt sel ae a 
anil its monuments from a condition of decay into one of splendid order. 
The most interesting monument in this Cemetery is perhaps the obelisk over | - 
the grave of the once famous Persian Scholar—Alexander Dow. darted | 
To the Memory 
ee 
ALEXR. DOW, Eso... 
Lieut:-Colonel in the 
Hon'ble Company's 
Who Departed this Life 
on the 4ist of July, 
79 
Aged 43 Vears, 











In the Bhagalpur Cemetery there is also to he found the tomb of. an 
‘efheer, whose name has often appeared in Bengal Past and Present. The 
, inscription reads :-— 
Sacred 


To the Memory 
a 

. _ Major General 

EDWARD ELLERKER,. 

Wh lived beloved and respected 
And died sincerely lammented 
On the 15th November, too 
In the 63rd Year of his Age. 





-, General Ellerker’s grave le nittuabed between the graves of the children 
7 . of Sir Frederick and Lady Homilton, What a pathetic story do 
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children's graves disclose! Here isa fist of the Hamilton children buried in 


the Bhagalpur_graveyard. 


Fredetidk Brook—Died 27th May, 1805. 
John Francis—Died rst January, 8rt. 

Marian Frances—Died 6th January, 1811. 
Agoil 3 days. 


Neil—Died and February, 1813. 





Aged 5 months and 7 days. 


Aged 4 months, | 
Aged 1 year. 5 months, 4 days, 


jess—Died 25th May, 1815.. Aged 1 year, 3 months. 





The following inscription is perhaps to the memory of a child ' who died 


unhuptised : 


In Memory of 


A CHILD OF Ma. & Mas. CHAPMAN 
Who. died'soon after she was born 
In December 1764. 


L copied the following mscriptions:. 
f. 
Sacred 
To the Memory 
of 
LIEUTENANT COLONEL JOHN 
HUTCHINSON _ 
Many Years Regulating Oitcer 
Of the Invalid Jagheerdar Institution, 
His Constitution being destroyed 
By unwéarled Exertions 
For the Benefit and Prosperity 
Of the Old Soldiers and their Families, 
He departed this |Ife 
On the 18th of May, 1801 
in the Fiftieth Year of his Age. 
Sincerely regretted. 





IL 





To the Menngry of 
ULYSEES BROWNE 
Brevet Captain is the Service 
Of the Hon'ble East indiz Company 


4 


Who departed this life 


Upon the 4th day of March, 1798 
Sincerely and deservedly regretied 


By his friends 





it. 
To the Memory 


af 


COLONEL JOHN BATEMAN, 


Who died 
On the e3th of July, 1790 
ith 
The goth Year of His Age. 
IV. 
Hig Jacet 
DAVID WOOD. 
Nat. Aberdoniae, A.D. 
MDCCLXIX. 
Obiit 
MDCCXCVI, 
VIR PROBUS, 
CHIRURGUS PERITISSIMUS, 
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Vv. 

Sacred to the: Memory of 
Mas. CHARLOTTE FRASER 
Wife of Crichton Fraser Esq, 
Surgeon of the Hon. E. I. Company's 
Service, 

Who died in this place on 
the 
and day of May, 

1795 
Aged 20 years. 


VIL 
Sacred 
To the memory of 
MARY ANNE EWING 
Wite of 
James Lwing Esq, 

Of the Bengal Civil Service 
Who departed this life 
In the 18th year of her age. 
Deserved and sincerely 
Lamented. 

Obeit 27th October 1513, 
Vil. 

‘Sacred : 
To the Memory of 
Who died 
On the 17th day of October 
In the year of Christ 


MDCCXCIV. 
Aged 33 years. 


Vill. 

Sacred 
To the Memory of 
JOHN GLAS Esq. 

32 Years Surgeon to this Station 
And to the Corps of Hill Rangers, 
Who departed this life 
On the 3rd Aupust 1822 
Aged 72 years. 

Few Europeans were more respected 
By the Natives than Dr, Glas, 
He was looked up to, by them 
As their common Father: 

To the full knowledge of his 


profession, 


He added a ventleness and mildness 


of manners. 
That made him much beloved 
By @ numerous circle 
Of friends and acquaintances. 


IX, 

Sacred to the Memory 
of 
FREDERICK HURTER, 
Missionary. 

Obiit 7th Pebriary, 1849 
Aged 41 years, 
Faithful unto death, 


Amongst other monuments | noted those of -— 
CAPT. H. BR. PALTON .—17th Regt. N. |. 13th Nov. 1Boo, 
THE REV. THEOPHILUS REICHARDT.—Bom 2oeth May, 1860 at 
Heidelurg: died near Bhagalpur, Sth August. 1836.* 
GEORGE DICKENSON.—Born August 1762 ; died April 1$02; 
CAPTAIN EDWARD KOBINSON—died (blank) day of [blank] 1781. 


® Vide Bengal Obiuary, p. 754. 
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SIMON MURCHISON Eso. LATE OF COLGONG—[Khalgaon] 39 
years. 24th August 1815. 

ROBERT HAVERS OF COLGONG—2ard July 1820. 

CHAS. ABBADIE. 

M. OWEN BOWEN.— 5790. 





Unfortunately | had not time to visit the monument raised by the 
natives to the memory of Augustus Clevland: but | saw more than once the 
monument erected by the Hon'ble E. 1. Company. It stands in front of the 
old Mess House of the Hill Rangers, and | noted that the name in the famous 
inscription (composed by Warren Hastings) is Cleviand, and (not as Sir 
William Hunter has it) "Cleveland." | visited also the old fort at Champa- 
nagar, and the Colgong Rocks—the scene of a memorable event in the life 
of the second Mrs. Warren Hastings. The fine European residence ‘Barnes’ 
Folly" at Colgong is well worth a visit. It is perhaps worth while suggesting 
that the Buddhist images now lying on the verandah might well be removed 
for safer keeping to the Indian Museum at Calcutta. 








On June 13, 1760, Governor J. Z. Holwell writes to Warren Fasting 

then Resident at Murshidabad. 
Ssig— | 

By express yesterday from Dacea we have advice that the Suba la. ey 
Mir Jafar] has taken off Allyverdie and Shaw Amet Khan's begums, He 
sent a Jemmatit-daar and 100 horse, with orders to Jesseraut Khan to carry 
this bloody scheme into exetution, with separate orders to the Jemmaut-daar, 
in ease Jesseraut Khan refused obedience: he refused acting any part in the 
tragedy, and left it Lo the other ; who carried them ‘out by night about Fwo 
miles above the city in a boat, tied weights to their legs, and threw them 
over-board; they struggled for some time, and held by the gunwall of the 
boat, but by strokes on their heads with latties, and eulting off their hands, 
they sunk, These are the acts of the Tyger we are supporting and lighting 
for. 

l am, 
Your obedient servant 
JZ. HOLWELL.. 


To this letter Hastings replied from the “” Maraud.Baag” on Jane 21. 
The relation transmitted to me in your letter of the 13th, of the murder 
Recuns filled me with horror and astonishment, but how were these 
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sensations Increased when upon inquiry | was told, that not only. the two. 
wretched sufferers above mentioned, but the whole family, to the number of 
nine persons, had undergone the same fate. 1 will not mention their names, 
til | have undoubted proofs ol the truth of my intelligence, avhich [wish (tho 
1 cannot expect it) | may find not so bad at last as it has heen represented 
to me. How. thie circumstance: escaped my knowledge, | know not. It 
was not inde#d an event to be learned from Inquiry, and possibly the infamy 
of the fact night have made my friends, who were in the secret, neglect to 
speak to me upon a subject, which, from: our particular connections with the 
Nahob, and his entire dependence on our power, could not but reflect dis. 
honour upon the English name. 1 have hitherto been generally an advocate 
for the Nabob; whose extortions and oppressions | imputed to the necessity of 
times and want. of economy in his revenues; but, if this charge againal 
him be true, no argument can excuse or palliate so atrocious and complicated 
a villainy. (forgive me, Sir, if 1 add) our supporting such a tyrant. 

[ have the tonour to he, 

Sir, 
Your most obedient, most faithful servant, 
WARREN HASTINGS. 





These two letters ! quote from An Address fo the Proprietors of East india 


Stock Setting forth the unavotdadle Necessity and veal Motives for the Re-~ 


tolution.in Bengal in 1760 by Fokn Zephaniah Holwell Fra. London, 1764. 
Turning to Vaneittart's Original Papers relative fo the Disturbances in 
Bengal, 17 59—1767: Voll. P. 63; 1 find the following list of persons alleged 
te have been. murdered at Mir Jafar's instigation — 

“Coja Haddee, the first Buxy, first banished fora pretended conspiracy 
against the Nabob's life, and afterwards cut off at Shabad in 
his march out of the province, 

“Meer Cazim, the Second Boxy, invited by the Chuta Nabob to his 
house, and, after having received from him unisual marks of 
affection, assassinated at the gates of the palace. 

Abdul Ohab-Cawn murdered at the Kumna, in the month of March 
1760, by some of the Hircarahs belonging to Checon, who way- 
laid him for that purpose, by the Nabob's orders. 


“Yar Mahmud, formerly in great favour with the Nabob Serajah 


Dowla, and since Droga of the Emariit, alain in the presence 
of the Cheta Nabob, in the month of April 1760 
" Gassecta Begum, widow of the Nabob Shahamut Jung: 
“Emma Begum, mother the Nabob Serajah Dowla, 
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“Murida Dowla the son of PAdshA Couli Cawn, adopted by 
ShahAmut Jung. 
“Lutsen Nissa Begum, widow of the Nabob Serajah Dowls.. 
“Her infant daughter by Serajah Dowla_!’ 
‘The memoria] quoted by Vansittart it is said : ‘“what became of Aliverdi 
Cawn's widow is uncertain, it being reported by many that she escaped the 
fate of the rest of her family." 


We will now proceed to criticise this list: and firstly we wil! take the 
case of Lutf-unnissa: In Beales Ortental Biographecai Dictionary (New 
Edition edited by H. G. Keene, 1894) itis said “she was murdered in the 
time of Nawab Ja'far ‘Ali Khan with several other women of the house of 
the late Nawab in June 1760." In the Index to Mr. 5. C.. Hill's Bengal in 17 56- 
57, against the name Lutf-unnissait is stated <lie was ‘murdered by order of 
Miran,” but in the text (Voll. p, CCVIM) Mr. Hill writes of Siraj-uddaula - 

“Hated and despised by his subjects and foreigners alike, he left’ one faithful 
mourner in his wife, Lutf-unnisaa, who for may years eepleves mullahs Vo 
Say prayers at his tomb, which she used frequently to visit.” In saying this, 
Mr. Hill ‘refers to Forster: Fourney from Sengai to England, 1781. 
Vol. Lop.t2. The translator of the Ser Afutagderin writes years alter the 
supposed murder of ‘the bond maid" who “engrossed Siraj-addanla’s affec- 
tions,"—"this: lady is now living at Murshidabad: and although being 
‘surprised at Radj-Mahal some years after by Mir-Caseem-Qhan, she was 
stripped of everything, yet it Is certain she is reputed meh; and she enjoys a 
pension from the Nizamut, fz, from those English whom ber lord wished to 
destroy to aman.” With the faithful Lutf-unnissa we may also exclude “her 
infant daughter” from the list of alleged victims. 


Coming now to Ghasita Begum, [Mirhunnissa Begam], the eldest 
daughter of Aliverdi Khan and wife of Nawazish Muhammad Khan and Amina 
Begum, the mother of Siraj-uddaula I the Compiler of the Index to Mr. 
Hill's work, in regard to the last named lady, accepts‘ the story of the murders 
of these two ladies in 1760, attributing them to. Mir Miran and not to his 
Father, the Nawab. ‘his view is well supported by evidence. 

Ina letter dated September jo, 1765 Clive and the Select Committee at 
Fort William write: “In justice to the memory of the late Nabob Meer 
Jaffier, we think it incumbent onus to acquaint you, that the horrible massacres 
wherewith he is charged by Mr. Holwell m his Address to the Proprietors 
of East india Stock (page 46) are crue! zspersions on the character of that 
Prince, whieh have not the least foundation in truth. The several persons 


33 
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there affirmed, and who were generally thought to be murdered by his order, 
are all now living except two, who were put to death by Meeran, without the 
Nabob’s consent or knowledge ; and it is with additional satisfaction we can 
a4sure you that they are lately released from confinement by the present 
Subah, which fully evinces the entire confidence he reposes in the Company's: 
protection against all attacks om his Government.” —— 

The evidence of the Sir Mwtagherin is that both Ghasita and Amina 
were murdered by the order of Mir Miran, The author of the Serr Miutagherin 
also attributes the death of Khwaja Hadi Khan [“Coja Haddte"] and 
Mir Qasim Khan [Meer Cozim'] to the same hand. 





From Scralton's Gbservations on Afr. Vansitiart's Narrative (1766), | 
extract the following translation of ‘(an address to Lord Clive, received 
December: 10, 1765.:—"* | 

“We Moraud-ul-dowish, Son of Jeeram-ul-dowlah with my two 
sisters, Sheeruff-ul-nissa, wile of Aliverdy Cawn, with the 
wife and daughter of Serage-cl-dowlah, Shookabolla Cawn, 
Husfwe Alla Cawn, Meerzay, etc., sons of Sirfnraz Cawn, with 
our three sisters, Jessarut Jung, Mirza Jubba, ete, sons of 
Soulah Jung, with our mother and one sister, 

By our ill fortune former rulers have, fora long time past, kept us 
innocent people, imprisoned at Dacca, and we did not receive 
regularly even the slender sustenance which was allowed us. 
By the hardships of imprisonment and our distress for food 
and necessaries, our life was rendered bitter to us. When the 
Nabob Maun-un-dowlsh Bahadré Murzzufar Jung* came to 
Dacea, he paid us our small allowance regularly, month by: 
month. Now that your Lordship, out of your great kindness, 
has teleased us from eur Confinement, we are arrived” safe at 
Moorshidabad. Fart the rest of our lives, receiving an 
ailowanee from the Sircar and furnishing ourselves with 
necessaries, we shall le constantly employed in praying for 
the perpetuity of your prospenty and glory, and shall never be 
guilty of any improper action contrary to your pleasure. 

Under the seal of 
Seifsul-deen Mahomed-Cawn. 
Mahomed Mogtoo, 

Mooly Begum. 
~Shooka-Oolla Cawn, 


he he earn A ota Correrponideace, Wol. 1, No. 2761) 
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Sheree!-al-nises Begom. 

Mahomed Huffaz Olla Cawn, Br. 

lyeva Begum, daughter of Ullnur-al-dowlah. 
Nussur-ul-deen Mahamed Cawn. 

Aboo Tiraub Cawn, 

Ausun-ul-den Mahomed Cawn, Br, 

Monsinna Begaum, daughter of Ulfaur-ul-dowlah, 
Mahun Begunr. 

Lauralu Begum, daughter of Uilaar-ul.dowlatt, 
Jessarut Jung. 

Yeitazaud-ul Dowlah. 

Mahomet Toula,: son of Soulot jung. 

This list qf petitioners in 1765 was regarded by Sorafton-as a complete 
refutation of all the allegations of murders in 1760. [t certainty ‘makes the 
point-clear as to Luft-un-nissa and her child (‘the wife and daughter of 
Serage-ul-Dowlah"), but who ate the other pelitioners ? 

“Ullaureut-dowlah” is doubtless ‘Ala-uddaula, ie, the Nawab Sarferaz 
Khan, The Begums Iyeva,* Monsinna,* and Lauralu.* are thus daoghters 
of the Nawab defeated in battle by Aliverdi Khan, Shereef-ul-nissa [Sharifu- 
n-nissa] was the wife of Alivardi Khan, Adversity makes strange can 
panions. 


Who is the "Moraud-ulalowlal” whose name commences the petition ? 
The Morad Dowla said by Holwell to have been murdered wis “the aon of 
Paidsha Kooly Khan, adopted by Shaw Amet Jung." The petition, to adopt 
the orthography of the Persian Calendar is “Muradu-d-daulah the son of 

Juramu-d-isulah{?]." It appears to me that Juramy-d-daulah ts no other than 
“Berain-edatoulah"’ (Serr Mfufaghert. Vol. HH. Pp Lig) a younger brother of 
Siraj-uddatla. ‘The Author of the Se’ Malagherta relates that All Verdi 
Khan, to console the grief of his nephew Nawazish Khan at the loss of 
Ecram-ed-dowlah (bis adopted son) bestowed the ttle ot.“ Morad-ed-doalab" 
(wished for of the Empire") on 4 eon born by one of Ecram’s ladies after the 
death of her lord, The Translator of the Sere Afutagheris writes of this 
ofispring of the younger brother. of Siraj-uddaula;:—" This prince, who is 4 
handsome man, with all that heauty of features hereditary in that family, 
now Yves at Murshidsbad, where he enjoys a pérision of more than five 
hundred rupees a month from the English of whom so much ill ts said, so 

: : he 
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much more suspected, and who yet have supported and relieved every person. 
remaining of that inimical family.” If ‘this identification be correct, it is 
clear that Murad-ud-daulal and his two sisters are the great nephew and 
great nieces of Sharifa-n-nissa. 





The reader may perhaps be reminded that Siraj-uddaula was the son of 
Alivardl Khan's daughter Amina, and that the father of Siraj-uddaule was Zain- 
ud-din Ahmed Hybut Jang, the son of Haji Ahmed, Ali Vardi Khan's own brother. 
The Nawazish Khan who adopted Murad-ud-daulah was the husband of Ghasita 
Begum, one of the subjects of this enquiry, and alsoa son of Haji Ahmed. 
The last on the list of Clive’s petitioners is. “Mahomet Toula Son of Sonlat 
Jung” [eorrectly Muhammad Jubba son of Saulat Jung]. Saulat Jung was 
a brother of Zain-ud-din, and therefore ‘’ Mahomet Toula’ was a first cousin of 
Siraj-addaula’s, “Yeitsjaud-uj Dowlah” ([T'tizadu-d-daulah) is the brother 
of “Mahomet Toula, Shooka oolla Cawn [Shukru-l-lah Khan], Hafeulla 
fHatizu-l-lah Khan], Mahomed Mogloo [Muhammad:Mughlu] are three af 
at least six sons of the gallant but ill-fated Nawab Sarfaraz Khan: “ Meerjai’’ 
being the same person as Mohammad Muoghiu. 


Of the ladies who sign Uve petition there are six. The ladies mentioned in 
the body of the petition are ten. 
Two-sisters of Murad-ud.daulah. 
Sharifu-n-nissa. 
Luft-un-nissa and daughter. 
Three daughters of Sarfaraz Khan. 
The mother and sister of Muhammad Jubba. 
It remains to be discovered who were 
Moti Begam. 
Mahin Begum. 
if they were not the sisters of Murad-ud-daula they must have heen the 
wile and daughter of Syed Ahmed Soulat Jung—the sister and niece of the 
Begums Ghasita and Amina. 





Holwell, when confronted with the list of (Clive’s petitioners, atlempted to 
resist the evidence by suggesting that " Murada Dowla the Son al Padsha 
Couli Cawn’' (the person he asserted to have been murdered) was a different 
person from "Moraud-ul-dowlah, Son of Jeeram-ul-dowlah,” and that the 
petitioners probably, were members not of Ali Vardi Khan's but Sarfaraz. 
family. From the Seir Jfutagherin (Vol |. p. 345), however, we learn that 
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a BadshahCuly.Qhan” was the surname of Siraj-uddaula's younger brother. 
Holwell's ignorance of the Murshidabad families is surely most extraordinary, 
when It is remembered that Holwell had not only bean Governor, but that he 
prided himself on-his acquaintance with the history of Bengal. 





An eminent member of our Society, Father A. Hosten S.J. is to be 
copgratulated on the appearance of his edition of Monserrate’s Afongolfcac 
Legationis Commentartus tn the * Memotrs of the Amatic Society of Bengal.” 
As lias been already stated in Seugal Past end Present (Vol, I. p. 184) 
the simply invaluable MS. of Father Anthony Monserrate was discovered 
by the present writer among a number of volumes that had been transferred 
from the old Metcalfe Hall to the Cathedral Library in 1903. In his in- 
troduction Father Hosten enters upon an attempt to discover how this 
“precious beirlom of the Jesuits in India” found ita way to Calcutta. 
He refers to a library mark “1. P. 46" in printers ink, which he says " had 
been covered with a atrip of white paper.” He asks “we can account 
for all the library marks, except I P. 46, and ‘can trace the history of the 
MS. as far back as 7828. f. P. 46 is the oldest mark of all, Did it belong 
to one of the former houses of Jesuits in Goa? It is scarcely possible 
to establish ‘this in India" May] venture to suggest to Father Hosten 
that a possible method of research, in regard to “I. P..46" would 
be to examine some of the volumes which were rxnaterrad to. the 
Cathedral. Library at the sametime as the Mongo/teae Leyationts Commen- 
farias? Lf Father Hosten would inspect, for instance, the volumes of St. 
Chrysostom. which came to St. Paul's Library at the time mentioned, he wouid 
find a similar library mark—tI. F. followed by numerals—and covered over 


with strips of white paper. 





By the kindness of the Propriclors and Editor of the Sistezman | am 
enabled to include two excellent views of the old Calcutta Assembly 
Rooms. This building, which stood at the corner formed by Council House 
Street and Dalhousie Square, was pulled down during the first fortnight of 
June, totg- ft will, therefore, be opportune to reprint in this place a few 
extracts fron Seton-Karr's Sefections from the Calcutta Gazette. 





h. Thursday, Pune roth, +788. 
Public Exchange. 
A place of Public Resort for the purpose of meeting and transacting 
Business, appearing to have been much wished for in Caleutts, and the chief 
obstacie thereto being the want of a proper building for the occasion, 











it has becn ea Sie Seeley of Gentlemen to engage ‘the a lately 


“occupied by Mr. Raban, and situate at the corner of the Great Tank 


opposite to'Mesers: Ord and Knox's, which will be opened on Tuesday, 
the 17th instant, for that purpose, under the title of the Calcutta Exchange 
Coffee-Room, and on\the following terms ;— 
tst—That the House will be open to the admission of all 
whether Europeans, Watrres, or others. 
2nd—That two Rooms will be appropriated to the occasion, one of which’ 
will be for the use of the Subscribers and the other for the - 
Non-subscribers. 
3rd—That epara te apartments will be allotted to the subscribers for 
the transaction of business; during change hours. _ | 
sth—That Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays shall 
be the days of. meeting, 
sth—That the doors be opened at Ten, shut at Twelve, and the 
rooms cleared by One o'clock. 
Gth—That the subscription stall be open to all individuals at the 
Rate of five Sicca Rupees per month each, and will be received 
by Mr. Thomas Clark, the ‘keener, on Ses and on the 
first day of every month following. 








ee ee 


i. 
The 26th April, 1798. 


Calcutta Exehange Coffee House by subscription, will be opened on or 
about the est af July next, | 

The Coffee House to be open to-all gentlemen, merchants and traders ; 
to consist of three roams, commodiously fitted wp, having access from Council 
House Street and likewise froin Tank Square, and to be accomodated with all 
the Newspapers printed in Caloutta, Madras, and Bombay, also with two of the 
most approved London Papers, which will be sent out by every conveyance, 


* and some of the most curians and interesting political pamphlets that may 


appear {rom time to time. 

The’ Caffee House to be let to an active and experienced person who 
shail atthe same time carry on the Tavetn business, and who may have the 
use Of te Exchange Hall when not interferting with the great public enter- 
tainments, but the subscription to remain always in the hands of the proprietor, 
The subscription to be:four rupees per month, and paid monthly. 

N.B—The assembly subscription, Which had lately been joined to the 


Coffer House subscription, ‘but for particular reasons has been separated, 





BENGAL FAST AND PRESENT 


ui) 
= 
rie | 4 
a = 
i, = 
re FF 
= 
= 
at & 
as 
hy 626 
_ 


By kitid norm Ludi al 








_ 


_ _ "- “a 7 r= fF = 7 . . 
- = 4 aa) < kL : ol > = 4 
| | =. 
° = 


4 _{ 


LEAVES FROM THE PRESIDENTS NOTE BOOK. 2x 





‘will again be opened when the rooms are finish ed.and the number of assem- 
blies reduced from six to four. The publick will then have an opportunity. of 
judging of the beauty, elegance, and convenience of the rooms, and how far 
the proprittor is entitled to their patronage. The room when finished will 
be Jet by the night for all entertainments, balls, concerts, and public meetings 
at a moderate charge, by application to the proprietor. 

Subscriptions taken in by Messrs. Fairlie Gilmore and Co., Messrs. 
Cockere}l, Trail, and Co., and Messrs. Colvin and Bazett. 





IH. 
The 25th March 1799. 
Calenéta Exchange lotiery. 

The proprictor of the Exchange and Public Rooms, with. regret, informs 
the public, that he is uniler the necessity of relinquishing every future 
prospect of advantage which he might derive from these rooms, by the 
pressure of debts contracted in the building of them. To satisfy a oumber 
of claimants, who aré not in cireumatdnces to afford delay, ho is advised to 
offer the following scheme of a lottery:— | 

The drawing to take plice in June next, and to be. concladed in 
elght days. , 

Tickets will be ready in a few days, and may be had at the Bank of 
Hindoostan; and will also be despatched to Madras, Bombay, and the 
several Civil and Military stations in Bengal. 





SCHEME. | a 
Sa. Ra. Sa. Rs. 
The value of the Exchange and! Poblic 
Room: rT a 9992490 | 
Money. tv vee ‘60,600 160,000 


1600 © Tickets at Rs too each (60 600 

8. ist drawn Tickets of each 

day, a prize of Sica Rs foo —- 4,000 
‘B, The tooth Ticket of each 

day's drawing, » prize of | 

Stoca Rs. 500) ver «000 
A, The last drawn Ticket of cach 

day, a prize of Sicca Rs. tadq, $000 
i, The 180th Ticket of the Inst 

day's drawing, the cspital 

prize, the Exchange and public 





i 
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1. The 196th Ticket of the last 
day's drawing, a prize of 








Sicea Rs. 5,006 
360 Prizes of Sicea ‘Re 110 each 39,600 
3860s Prizes: 
1214 Blanks. , 
1600 Tickets, as vs» 16,000 160,000. 
COMMISSIONERS: 
Messrs. William Fairlie w+» John Clark, 
Alex. Colvin sian ‘eo = Johannes Sarkes, 
John. Palmer ‘he --> Moses €. Arackel, 
Geo, Tyler ot « William Tulloh, and 
John Gilmore rep us J.T. Kennedy. 
Luis Barretto. 
PRICE OF Tickets. 
Sa. Ra, 
Whole Tickets roo 
Half Ditto, 50 
Quarter Ditto, 25 


The Exchange and public rooms, from their centrical situation in 
Calcutta, may be looked upon as the most waluablé property in it; they are 
calculated for various purposes—for Assembly rooms of the first order—for 
Public Offices—and for the first shops in the world, The rent must slway 
prove on eligant independency to the fortunate adventure, The proprietor 
having no view of private advantage in this lottery, but merely to get out of 
the present difficulty, the ten per cent commission, generally deducted from 
all prizes, shall, in this, be appropriated for the relief of those unfortunate 
people, killed and wounded on. board the Sybille, or employed ag bounty 
for seamen, to man La Forte, or for the behoof of the Free School Charity, 
and Native Hospital, agreeable to the wisdom of the Commissioners, who 
shall have the sole Management and direction of the commission. 

N.B:—This tast addition to the former advertisement is the slipyestion 
of several friends, and the Proprietor hopes the publie will coincide in the 
Opinion that it is just. 

JOHN MACDoNaLD, 
ajrd March jrqq, Secrefary. 
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Iam inclined to believe that ‘the Assembly and Public Rooms," 
after the lottery, became for a time Messrs: Carlier and Seornee “New 
Rooms"—s.2, restaurant. Aboutthe year Soo they were rented by the 
Marquis of Wellesley, and formed part—the Provost's Cham bers—oF his 
“New College.” Some pages of Vol. ITM. (376-382) of the Selections from 
the Calcutta Geesiles are occupied with an account of a brilliant Concert, 
Ball and Supper given by the Settlement on the 18th of May, «804 in 
honour of the Governor-General. On this occasion " the attic windows" of 
the Ball room were fitted with transparencies cominemorating events in the 
war against Tipu Sultan. “The piers of the room were all filled with 
large mirrors, which reflected the different objects in every direction. The 
house was splendidly lighted. A beautiful display of ustres and gurandoles 
produced the most brilliant effect, and combined with the reflection from 
the mirrors, and the richness of the dresses of the ladies,’ diffused a 
splendour which it is impossibleto describe. ...,,.A large house was fitted up 
for the occasion, and was connected with the College by temporary platforms, 
jeading to a spacious terrace covered in and decorated to present a rural 
promenade, which formed an admirable contrast to the brilliancy and maygm- 
ficence of the room.’ The great square below was ablaze with illumina- 
tions. 





Among ‘the illustrations in the present number will be found one showing 
the curious pillars to be seen at Dimapur In Assam These pillars stand in 
what is held to be an early capital of the Kachari Rajas which was sacked 
by the Ahoms in 1536. The generally accepted theory is that the V shaped 
monuments were erected to commemorate the sacrificial feasts held by some 
ancient tribe: This theory is in accordance with the existing practices of 
the Naga tribes in the neighbourhood: The approach. to these monuments ts 
through a:solid-brick. gate way ‘belonging to comparatively late Mahome- 
dan tines. There is something exceedingly mysterious about Dimapur and 
its mins. The photograph was taken by me on my way fo Manipur 
In igri 





The portrait of Bishop Thomas Fanshawe Middleton which forms 4 
frontispiece tor the present number, is intended to remind teaders of Bengal 
Patt and Present that the centenary of the Installation of the first Bishop. 
of Caleutts will occur on December the Second next, The simple stone 





b The dress “owen white erualin of gold ppangies, and richly embroidered round the bottam 






ol tha gown aod pleeven, with a barter competed of the tgerctripe and gion ulterate im purphe 
dap: gold « tbls device wea copied from the colours ar weit Sultaap, taken a4 Serving aa ey 
The head-drese wan a white ay nies igthon, with ornomente ilmilar to the border of the gown, 
and decomted with @ plome of white feaikers.” 
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which marks the baria! place af Bishop Middleton before the High Altar of 
St. John's Church usually escapes the attention of even the best inform 


visitors to ‘the Old Cathedral,” as the stone is olten covered aver by a carpet. 
The inscription on the stone gives bot the initials T) FM, and the date of 


the Bishop's death. 





WALTER K. FIRMINGER. 
On Tour. 
SHILLONG. 
Fune (dia, rods. 
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DIMAPUR: ASSAM: 
Photo by W.oK. Firmlnger 











History of the Calcutta 
Madrassa—tl, 








EN November, 1860,f the Director of Public Inatriction submitted a report 
fron) Principal Lees on the plan which should be adopted for giving 
eflect to the orders of the Government of India referred to in the first 
portion of this paper. He showed that the Anglo-Persian Department, 
whith Was sending every year atudents for the University Examitiations, 
had proved a decided success; and that the Arabic Department, since 
the discussions in 1358, had made considerable improvement. He accord- 
ingly proposed that the measures then in progress should be allowed to 
work themselves ont, and that nothing should be done to unsettle the 
minds of the Moulvies. by introducing fresh changes. The Anibic 
Professors hal grown more tractable, and were beiog made to believe 
that in the reforms intended Government had only meant to benefit their 
fellow-countrymen. He had no cause of complaint agamst the Professors, 
and were the services of any of them dispensed with, he would find some 
difficulty in filling their chairs with better mon. Nevertheless, the Arabic 
Department was not all tat could be wished; but to accomplish better 
things, better men were required; and these were not forthcemiag. Inthe 
meanwhile, he recommended that, in order to enable the pupils of the Anglo- 
Persian Departinent to commence their studiey fo Ute Arabic Department 
on obtaining Junior Scholarships, Urey should learm Arabic Graomar in the 
Iwo “senior classes; and that the scholarships might be held optionally either 
atan Orental or an English College. 

The Lietitenant-Governor expressed} much gratification at the results 
exhibited; but with reference to the introduction. of the Arshic. Grammar 
into the Anglo-Persian Department, be had doubts whether, burdened'as 
ith puplls were with Persian, it would be proper to impose Arabic on 
them. He thought it would he better to. have the Elementary Grammer 
class In the Arable College Department, and to make arrangements 
lor those students ‘of the Anglo-Persian Departmest who do not intend 


to go into the Arabic Department, alterwards attending this clase Wf they 


* Cobciuded. from page [Tl of Bengal Pea! & Preeend, Voi, Vill, Serial No, 75. 
? Education Proceedings fox Murch, 18d4, Now. 17-18, 
{ Education Proceedings for March #844, No. 45. 
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please. As to the option of the Anglo-Persian Junior Scholars joining either 
the Arabic or an English Gollege, he thought there coulil be no doukt of 
choice being in accordance with the principles laid down by Government, 

In December. 1862, the Director forwarded” a further report from Prim ‘ipal 
Lees describing the effect of the changes which had been introduced into the 
‘Madrassa, Referring to the letter written by him in 1860, which has already 
been noted, he says.— 

“As regards the Arabic Department the system sketched in the report 
referred to has been steadily adhered to. No alteration: has been made in 
the course of study. The Maulvies have accepted the responsibilities of thei 
high position, and without surveillaice are attentive to thetr duties. The 
students (115 in number) are diligent in their studies and more regular in 
their attendance | believe than those of any Educational Institutions in India. 
The scholarships, both Senior and Juniot,-are zealously competed for, and 
fairly and honourably gained. The voice of complaint from Prafessore op 
students, outside or Inside the walla, ie no longer heard; and {what is most 
gratifying to me) 1 am sow able safely to say ‘that the time has come when 
both the Professors and. students of this college have learned to look on the 
Principal not as the worst enemy of their face, but as their best friend. The 
Principal then has no reason tadind fault; and the Mohamedans generally, 
if | may judge seem satisfied with the Government, with him and with the 
Madrissa, which, as the oldest ¢ducational Institution in India, and the college 
with which ate connected the early associations afevery educated Mohamedan 
in Bengal, has waturally a place In their affections that no tew Enetitution, 
however excellent’ or efficiént, could be expected to retain. | 

“The conclusion | draw from the state of things is that thie corilition of 
the Arabic Department of the Calcutta Madrigsa is such a2\to afford ceason- 
able snd satisfactory ground for concluding that it will contribute, ip its 
degree, towards giving the Mohammedans of these Provinces such an 
education as the Government can approve, and will eventually be moat 
beneficial and most acceptable to themselves." 

As regards the Anglo-Persian Department he showed. that the pupils 
regularly every year went gp to the University, that on Passing the fintrance 





Examination they carried on their studies in English in the Presidency and: 


other colleges: that one of these had obibiined the degree of B.A. and would 
soon be followed hy others He thet went on - 

“The first of these difficulties has been removed az proposed in my 
report by introducing the study of Arabic into the Higher Classes of the School | 
and this change, [ am happy ‘to <ay, has piven much satisfaction to the 


® Educwios Praceedingy for March s862, Nos, 25-24, 
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Mahomedans. Bot, though | warned them that no matter how fluently thay 


might speak and write the English language, how well-acquainted they might 


be with Locke and Bacon, Milton and Shakespear, though seach knowledge 
might fit them for transacting the business of Government and make them 
more acceptable to the Sahib-Log, no amount of It would make educated 
gentlemen ‘of them in a sociely composed solely of their own countrymen, 
they did not nevertheless:show any desire to praduate in Arabicin: preference 
to English, Some students joined the Medical College, some the College 
of Civil Engineering, but nane entered the Arabic College, Nor eonld they 
indeed do so without injuring their academics! career, as the Madrissa 
is not afillated to the University, and, if it were, It ls without means o/ 
educating ap to its standards," | 

But -even this difficulty soon disappeared. In the year in which he wrote 
five out of aix candidates for entrance into the University had declared for 
Arabic, and in the year following the whole of the University candidates from 
the Madrassa elected to enter the Arabic College. 

In. the meanwhile, a discussion arose 44 to the measures that 
were to be taken for obtaining for the Arabic Department of the College 
affiliation with the Caleutta University. With this view the assistance 
of Professor Cowell, of the Calcutta Sanskrit College, was ought, 
and a report was asked for from him on the subject. He was desired 
tn vielt the Mairasea and to favour the Lieutenant-Governor with oan 
opinion on the system of instruction (there pursued, éspecially in the 
Arabic Department, reporting at the same time what nyeasures. he thought 
neceséary for bringing the College into harmony with the general plan of 
education in Bengal, and for enabling the students, while acquiring a critical 
knowledge of the Arabic language, to make themselves masters of English 
and (o elbtain through thal medium such knowledge af the Sciences’ as is 
required for 2 University degree. Professor Cowell expressed his diffidence at 
the personal qualification for the task imposed on him, but offered to write an 
account of the changes introduced Into the Sanskrit College, to bring it Inte 
harmany with the University scheme. 

From the above facts it ts:clear that at any rate in 1855, the failure of the 
Calcutta Madrasa Uecaive more conspicwous in Lhe light thrown on it by the 
events of the Mutiny. [t was clear that the resuliof its system was to turn 
out a few scholars pood in their peculiar narrow way, but not in the least 
fitted lo take their position In the competition of official or general life, and 
in consequence, they Werte as a class bigoted, self-sufficient, disappointed 
and soured. if not actually disloyal, And this view was pressed upon 
the Government by mo one more strongly than Principal Lees himsell ; 
and the substance of the proposals which fie submitted for lis reform was 
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lo carry out the general views of ihe Committee of 1851-33, and in fact, lo 
jimprove still more largely the Anglo-Persian branch, to make the teaching 
in the Arabic Departinent less narrow anil terhiieal by diminishing the study 
‘af law, logic, and philosophy, and by introducing same general Arabic literature 
and the elements of history with a wiew to more largely liberalising and 
eventually practically anglicising this branch ol the institution alao, 

But the opinions expressed by Principal Lees in the voluminons papers 
submitted to Government, involving many difficult) points, with much campli- 
cation of detail, were, however, generally opposed to those entertained by all the 
Edorational Authorities ni Bengal and were not accepted by either Sir Cecil 
Beadon or Sir William Grey, whe holding strongly the views of Lori’ William 
Bentinck's Minute of 1835, desited entirely to aweep away the College 
altogether- 2d a bopeless luilure and costly encumbrance. Hence it was felt 
by the Bengal Authorities to be practically ussless Lo altlempt to -inteodnce 
their changes which were strongly objected to by Principal'Lees. with the 
support of tie Government of tndia and the Seeretary of State, so lonp as he 
continued a2 Principal, and the consideralion of the subject was from time to 
time deferred until circumstances should appear to justify decisive action, 

Such favourable cirenimstances appeared to have ocenrred during: (468. Gy, 
Principal Lees was then absent in Exigland, and (he condition of the Mahe 
medan population of India-as regards education was brought prominently to 
the attention of the Government of India in connection with the Wabohi 
conspiracy 

And !' a8 continued dissatistaction expressed by intelligent Mahomedan 
gentlemen al the Presidency at regards the Calcutta Mavdrassah, ot institu- 
lion lo which much valve was attached by the Mahomedan commnoity” had 
reached the Bengal Gevernment Irom ¥ari0us aolirces, the Lieutenant. 
Governor was induced in July 1869 te direct an enquiry into the condition 
and inantgement of Lhe Institution,-and with this view appaioted a Committee 
compose! of Mr, C. 4. Camplell, Commissioner of the Presidency Division, 
Mr. |. Sutcliffe, Principal of the Presideney College and Moulvi Abdool 
Lateei Khan Bahadur, thena Deputy Magistrate: The points to which the 
Commitlee's allention was particularly directed were the following ; 

fa.j—in the Arabic Department —The qualifications required from 
caididates Jor odniission; the organisation of the classes; (he coure of 
inteiction prescribed ; the system of Scholurships; and the atTangements. 
jor the annual examinations and the award of Scholarships and Prites. 

fbJ—In the Auglo-Persian Deparment —The apparent failure of the 
Cillege Classes, and the causes of sch failure. In the general Syhool 
Classes, the qualifications required trom candidates for admission ; the small 
sucerss of ihe pupils at the University Entrance Examination and lis catises; 
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the organisation, management, and condition of the /afant Schoof Classes; 
and the method af conducting the general annual examination and of award- 
ing Prizes, 

fe)—The condition and management of the Branch School, 

(dJ—The gengral management and discipline of the Institution | ‘the 
duties, nominal and artual) of the Resident Munshi and Munshi; the manner in 
which their duties are performed, and the need of retalning such Officers; the 
nature of the control exercised over the leuchers generally; thelr iualilica- 
tions, the hours and regularity of attendance; the position of the Principal 
in relation ta the Professor-and Head Master and the several Departments 
of the Institution, 

feJ—The condition and management of the Library. 

(fJ—The Office arrangements in regard particularly to the duties of 
the Head Clerk, and the supervision exercised over him; the circumetinces 
attending the detalcations of the late Head Clerk, and the reason why the 
matter was not brovelit bo the notice ot Government. 

Sir William Grey “ desired to receive a toll and complete report an all the 
above aubjects of enquiry. together with any suggestions which the Committee 
night desipe Lo offer Jar the genetal improvement of the Iastitutian, with the 
view of adapting it to the then requirements ol the Mahomedan Conprunity 
af Bengal.” 

‘The Commilttes conpinenced thei¢ labours ly the beginning of August, and 
in endeavouring to asorttain the leeling of the Mahomedan Comeiinity in 
fegard hoth to te syste of education which was then followed, and. that 
whith, In their opinion, ought to be adopted i the Madrassal, they examined 
the Ofholats of the Institution from the Officlating Principal (Major E. St. 
George) downwards, besides a large oumber of leading and learned Maho 
modin.genilemen, and many af the pupilé and thelr guariians and others, 

The proceedings of the Committee excited the greatest interest wong the 
Mahdmiedins ul Lower Bengal, who higlily appreciated this atloniph on the 
park of the Government to improve thele fayorite place of edacation, and 
numerous long and elaborate letters aml atllresses were sent up to the 
Cammittexe by the Mahuioedan Literary Society of Calcutta, and by leading: 
‘and representative Makowiedan gentlemen frown mamy Distpiots botl) i Bengal 
and Behar, showing in detail the abuses and dufects that Imad crept inte ther 
Mailvasaah, and sugyesting varions« meadares for tleit rectifieation. 

Alter making « thorough investigatlins into the affaiys of the [iatitwillen, 
during the space of four months; and paying due attention to the evidence 
ol witnesses examined, and to the wiitten conimunicutions recelved from. 
various sonrees, the Codunitiee avhmitled an elaborate Report on the rat 
Deeennber 1869, 0 few paragraphs from which are giver below >— 
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‘167. Our enquiries, we consider, have clearly established that the 
Mudrussah, as a places of Arabic learning, has, of late years, greatly sunk, 
and with yood reason, in the popular estimation, this result being the effect 
of the present five years’ course of instruction, instead of the old eight years’ 
course ; of the inappropriate character of some of the Text Books; of the 
lowness of the standard required lo obtained and retain Scholarships; of the 
inferiority of the Professors {ex-students of the Institution); of the want of 
incentive to learn since Law Officerships, ete, were abolished; and of the 
want of active interest in the Institutianen the part of the higher Authorities 
generally. All classes of Mahomedans, we believe, concur with us in thinking 
that the Arahic Department requires entire and immediate remodelling. 
As at present constituted, it is simply useless to the students themselves and 
to the Government which supports it. 

"468. The great end in view by a Mahomedan in the study of Arabic 
is an ween wie h his a ss} Law as eontained in the = Arabic 
this eid aad sees 5 ‘tee as they EE to > this eal he has no Hane 
for them. At the same time he has no exclusive intention of gaining his 
livelihood by setting up.as a Moollah ora religious Teacher On the contrary 
he is, equally with others, beat on obtaining when his education is finished 
the most profitable and honorable worldly employment in his power. From all 
we can learn, however, the Arabic education of late years obtainable in the 
Madrussah is exceedingly superficial indeed, of but small use to him even 
in a religious point. of view; while of general education, calculated to help a 
Maliomedan boy on in the world, there is absolately none, 

“16g. ‘This is’ perceived hy none more clearly than the Mahomedan 
Community themselves, and we have the’ strongest, possible practical 
demonstration in the fact that the preat mass of. Mahomedans round Calcutta 
send their sons to the Angio-Persian Department of the Institution, where 
they must needs be content with what is hardly more than a mere smattering 
of Arabic. [t-would, indeed, be far better to abolish the Arabic Department 
altogether, than allow the present state of things to continue for a day longer 
tan is ‘absolutely necessary to carry out the reforms which we are about lo 
propose. 

“770. tt may be said that since the abolition of Law Officerships, the 
introduction of the Penal Code, etc, ete, Government Is pot interested 
in Keeping up the Mudrissah as = place of instruction in Arabic Law, 
which, except as regards actual celigious observances (the teaching of 
which to any class of Its subjects the British Governiient repuiliates), 
and such subjects as Inheritance, Gifts, Endowments, Marriage, Dower. 
Divorce, Wills, etc, is not even applicable to Modern India; that: Ube 
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Arabic instruction offered is only taken advantage of by a very limited 
‘section of the Community (chiefly residents of Eastern Bengal); that there 
isa special Murdrussah at Hooghly, which is supported not by the State, but 
by a. Private Endowment, to which lovers of Arabic tearning can resort, and 
atwhich valuable Scholarships can be gained; and that, accordingly, it is 
unriecessaty for Government any longer to keep up the Arabic Department. 
We are not, however, of this opinion. 

“y7i. tis true that auch questions as we lind put af late examinations 
as to slaves, homicide, #te., are quite out of place at the present day, and 
that it would be better: under all the circumstances; that the bestowal of 
Government Scholarships should in no way depend ona minute knowledge 
of Ceremonial Religious Law:as to prayers and such. like, though of course 
such subjects are most proper fora Mahomedan to inake himgéell acquainted 
with. There can be no doubt, however, that Government have clearly a 
direct interest in fostering a knowledge of Oriental languages, including 
Ayable and that lt would be directly inconvenient in many ways Hf Arabic 
learning were to die out. We hold, too, that the actwal teaching of all such 
religious and legal subjects to which objection could be taken might itt a 
great meéasnre be avoided, though we see no possible objection, but the 
contrary to books on Mahamedan Law generally being read in the various 
classes as Literature, for which purpose they ure, we believe, as well adaptel 

“p72. Mahomedans, it seems to us, no more than Christians or Hindoos, 
have a right to expect that the imperial Exchequer should proyide tunis for 
absoliite instruction in tenets or ceremonies of their religion, If we give them 
what may be locked on as the key to that learning eiz., a goed knowledge af 
Arabic asa langwage, anda gol general education to enable them to keep 
pace with the educated class of Hiniloos, and to qualify themselves for service 
under Government, the rest. we think, may fairly be left to themselves; and 
this we think is what the Founder and sulisequent promoters of the Institution 
really contemplated. 

“173. As regards the limited section which at present resort to the 
Arabic Department, we think if the Department were made more suitable 
to the wants of the present day, a large number would avail themselves of it 
though it is probable that Anglo-Persian Department, es affording a ions cettali 
means of obtaining a profitable livelihood, will continue ta be the mare popular, 

“174. With regard to Hooghly, we would observe that the great draw- 
back to it is the want of accommodation for Mahomedans. If, In this respect, 
ithad the same advantages as Calcutta, there would be less difficalty in 
constituting it the chief place for Arabic Education, and in abolishing. the 
Arahic Department of the Calontta Mudrussah:. | 
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78. It must net, too, be forgatten that the Mabomedan Community, 
have naturally eneagh come to louk on the Mudrassah here aa a special and 
permanent Endowment for their education in’ Arabic learning; that it i 
known throughout thy country as ¢/e place of education sicrad ta Maho- 
medans and reverenced accordingly ; and thatany sudden and violent over- 
throw of their cherished and traditional Arabic studies would he greath 
resented by the Mahomedan Community generally, and would, It ts sirobalilis 
injuriogsly react on the Anglo-Persian Department. Whatever tisy be our 
ideas of the value of Arabic learning wenerally, we would strongly urge Unat: 
human nature should be taken ag we find it, and that particularly in such a 
matter as that under discussion all changes should be gradual and such as: 
will not excite suspicion or distrust, so that we may liave the best possible 
chance of carrying with us the Community whose welfare we have at 
heart. 

“180, To curry out the above changes, of course an additional staff of 
English, thoagh net of Arabic, masters, will be requisile. Tp meet this 
expense, we would suggest that the office of Principal be abolished. The 
Principal does not teach and is non-resident, and having other and important 
business to altend to, he cannot spare much time.to the Mudrissah The 
Arabic Department, for which we believe be principally, if not altogether, 
exists, could, we consider, be equally well directed and controlled by: a 
competent Head Professor, supervised by the Educational Authorities, who 
might, we think, receive valuable assistance from a Committee of English 
and Mabomeday Visitors, the appointment of which we strongly advonate, 

'8r. Sucha Committes, too, would have an excellent effect In giving 
the most infloential Mahomedans of Caleuttu and Bengal generally a practical 
interest and voice in the education of their countrymen... Of course ft is not- 
intended that the Visiters should in any way directly iilerfere in the tuition 

or the affairs of the College. The masters would be amenable to the higher 
eerste Authorities, and to them only, The Visitors woald merely visit 
and have the privilege of hrinying anything they thought proper to the qotice 
of the Director, or trough him, of Government. In a place like Calcutta, 
and with the Mudressah go very accessible, we think there would be no 
difficulty in getting good service from such a Committee. 

"198. We have only further to state that we have the best reason for 
believing that our views generally are in consonance with those of the Maho- 
medan Commanity whose interest it is the object of Government to. promote ; 
and that the changes above indicated, while costing Government nothing would 
be received as a very great boon and be very highly appreciated, and would 
in our opinion, in a very short time, raise the Calentta Mudrussali to the very 
first rank among the Educational Institutions of the Country. 
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"202. Though the subject is not wilhin the scope of our instroctiqns, 
we think it right to hring to the notice of Government that, from. all we 
Soac we beliewe the Hooghly, Mudrussah, whieh ie condacted in much the: 
same way a4 the Caleutta Muilrusesh, though not paid for by Imperial Funds, 
equally to stand in need of reform. There ig algo, we may mention, 4 very 
deep and widespread feeling among Mahomedans that the funds derived from 
the Mohsin Endowment at Hooghly miglt be much more advantapeously 
expended in the interest of the Mahomedan Community than they sre at 
present. As regards this anbject, we have only at present to say that if the 
Government desire it, we shall be happy to make a further report, alter due 
enquiry, an the Hooghly Mudrussah, Indeed, we may say that any enquiry 
into Mahomedan Education near Calentta ig Incomplete, unless the «tate of 
the Hooghly Mudrussah be taken up al the same time. 

“203. We may also state, for the information of the Lieutenant- 
Governor, that the catse af the. backwardness of Mahomedan Education in 
the interior is attributed by many intelligent gentlemen, with whom we have 
communicated, to the want of Urdoo and Persian teachers at Zillah Schools. 
The point Isone on which we give no opinion, but It seems deserving of 


altention.”' 
Several other points were touched in this report. The Committee found 
the cost of the institution to be as follows — Ra, 
Principal si. + “te ‘ee 9000-8 pear, 
Arabic Department zs i ie F§0R0> 
Anglo-Persian Department i. _, 23,230 ,, 
Branch School me ini ie HE ote 


Total --. 50,840 ,, 
out of which Rs..4,800 was contributed by fees. 

The Arabic Department contained 115 pupils. out of whom gi came 
fram districts beyond the Berhampooter River. There were 28 scholarships 
tenable hy the scholars of this department. The Angio-Persian Department 
‘. ald ) contained 400 boys: About 200 of these luda came 
joven sz from Calcutta and the districts® close to Calcutta. 

aoa “This branch of the institution included a college 
1. close, at whieh only two lads attended at the time of 
‘ Committes's enquiry. The obligatory languages in 

this branch were Arabic, Englist, and Persian, 

The main features of the Conimittee's recommendations were that there. 
should bea Standing Committee of Visitors oo which influential Mahomedans 
might serve; that the Arabic Department should be turned into an Anglo- 
Arabic Department, into which no one should be admitted without passing 
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an Entrance ¢xaminalion in Pata and Arabic; that the inatitution should 
be thoroughly under the educational authorities and the visitors ; that the 
Principalship should be abolished ; that the services of the Arabic Professors 
should be utilised in the Anglo-Peérsian Department, and that in this. depart. 
ment the lower teachers shouid_-be all Mahomedans:and not Hindoos, that 
some of the scholarship-money showld be diverted from the Anglo.Arabic 
to the An glo-Persian Department; thal the college class should be given 
up, but that special scholarships should be awarded to Madrassali lads:who 
may want to study at the Presidency College for the University course; that 
rooms for resident students be grarited to boys in the Anglo-Persian Dopart- 
ment as wellas to boys of the Arabic Department. The English Headmaster 
would be head of the Anglo-Persian Department, and the head Professor of 
the Anglo-Arabic Department would manage that branch of the institution. 
Regarding the Branch School the Committee recommended that the educa. 
tional authorities should have full jurisdiction, eo that the shoot might. jx 
looked after and brought into order. All the changes proposed by the Com- 
mittee were:to be carried out without extra cost. 

On the Report being laid belore Sir William Grey, he made the followhig 
observations -— 

"It appears to the Lieutenant-Governor that the Conimittee discharged 
the duty imposed upon then) in a very contplete and sati¢factory manner, and 
that they have placed before the Government a clear representation of the 
existing position of the three Departments in the Mudrussah, estahlishing 
eonchisively that, asa place of Arabic learning, it has fallen in the estimation 
al those moat interested in its well-being, and that it stands greatly in need 
ol retorm. While Uiey have clearly shown that there js much that requites 
correction inthe general arrangements and management of the tnstitution gs 
a whole, itis in regard to the Arabic Department in partionlar that thelr 
tentimony ta especially unfavourable, and their comments post condemnatory, 
The Lieutenant-Governor is satished that no person could rise from a perusal 
of the Committee's representations as regards this branch of the Mudrussah, 
without a conviction of the necesalty of a complete change in fits Present 
organisation and system of teaching, It is shown that the course of instrup- 
tion is neither in accordance with the spirit of the times, nor what is desired 
by the Mahomedans of the Country; and that existing arrangements are 
radically imperfect and unsatisiactory in numerous details connected with 
the grant and tenure of Scholarships, the manner of imparting instruction, 
the management of exaininations, and the general constitution of the pro- 
fessorial and ministerial establishments.” 

A-copy of this Report was then forwarded to the Director of Public 
Instruction, with a request that he should submit a statement of the measures 
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he would propose al once to adopt, with a view to give effect to such of the 
Committee's recommendations aa met with his concurrence, Thereupon Mr, 
Atkinson [then Director of Public Instruction), reported that, ‘omitting, for 
the ‘time, all consideration of the detaila Involved In the Committee's 
proposals, he would accept. the general principles of the changes suggested, 
and as.a first step to practical reform, would advise that, tn accordance with 
the Committee's recommendations, the office of Principal, as then constituted, 
should he at once abolished; that to sccure an effective and: vigorous control, 
the general supervision of the Institution should be placed in the hands of the 
Principal of the Presidency College, who, with the aid ol 4 Consultative 
Committer, to be appointed by Government, should direct its affairs in al) 
branches in-much the same matner and to the same extent as he then 
contrallid the three Departments of the Presidency College and lts attached 
Schools.” 

Circtrmiatatices at the time were particularly favourable for the introduc: 
tion of such a change, as Colonel Lées was absent in England, and Major 
‘St. George, who: had been acting-for him, had just left India on furlough 
sir William Grey aceordingly determined not to full up the vacant office of 
Principal ;) but adopting the views of the Cammitlee, a= supported by the 
Director of Poblic Instrnction, he gave orders that Mr. Suteliffo should be 
placed in charge of the Madrassah as an experimental measure, preparatory 
to a thorough re-organisation of the Institution with the aid of a Consultative 
Committee, as.aesivca dy the Mahomedan Community. 

Principal Lees, though absent when the Committee reported wrote 
a long and strony protest against their report challenging many of the 
‘Committee's facts and most of their conclusions and appended to his protest 
aemall volume of printed papers and extracts. On the 28th February 1874, 
Sir William Grey teported the whole correspondence to the Govemment of 
India, approving the Committee's views as supported by the Director of 
Public lestruction, and declining to go into Principal Lees’ protest. 

A Committee, composed of the gentlemen named in the margin, was. 
accordingly appointed by Government on the agth 


bh Sirah srem Saks March 1871, for the Management and Supervislon 


rman | 
Ms ¢: Tr Gmpal of the Calcutta and Hooghly Mudrussahs. And the- 
\L. Harrison. Director of Public Instruction was requested to carry 


Car Se a out, in consultation with this Committee, the reforms. 
Kasi Abdoo! Bares. and changes in the Calcutta Mudrussah, recommend- 
Maio dre Abdoo! Latest Khan ei by the Committee which bad been appointed in 
Moonshes Ameer Ali Ktaw (186g to report.on the condition of that Institution, 
and ‘also to perform the same functions in. respect 


| of the College of Mahomed Mohsin at Hooghly. 


bo 


236 BENGAL « PAST & PRESENT. 





This Committee first met at the Madrassah on the 5th April 157), 
elected the Hon'ble J. P, Norman to be their President, and chose Moulvi 
Abdul Luteel Khan Bahadur as their Honorary Secretary.. The meetings 
were held twice 4 week; and on Mr. Campbell's departure to England on 
furlough on the 22nd April, Haji Zakaria Mahomed was appointed in his 
plate, 

In the first instance the Committee proceeded to consider the matters 
included inthe Report of the Commission of 1969; but they were subse- 
quently favoured with the following Minute by Sir George Campbell, 
dated the 13th April, in which their attention was called to the question 
of the relative positions of the Calcutta and Hooghly Madtassalis; the 
standard of education to be given in each of those Institutions, and other 
points, 





Minute by the Liewtenant-Governor on the Calcutta and Hooghly 
Institutions for the education of the Muhammadans. 

The gentlemen who form the Committee appointed for the supervisic 
and management of the affairs of these institutions having been good enough 
to undertake the task, it is necessary that | should indicate the main points 
to which | would request their attention. The general principles on which 
reforms are to be inaugurated have been well stated in the very able report 
of the Commission which examined the affairs of the Madrasah, Put 
questions radically affecting the whole constitution of these places of educa: 
on are still pending, and | must ask the Committee to undertake, In the first 
instance, something more than ordinary management. 1 hope they will 
consent to deal with these pending questions, and to inform me: of the 
conclusions, with a wiew to the decision of this Government and report ta 
the Government of India, They will be the better able ts do this, as the 
members of the former Commission are now among their body. tt seeins 
in the frst place, very desirable ta datermine the relative pdsition 
ol the two Institutions Are they both to carry on the same general 
course up to the same point, or is one to givea higher editcation than 
the other? Is the Calcutta’ Madrasah’ to edorate only up to the University 
Entrance Examination, and the Hooghly College to carry on the college 





conme for degrees, or vice tersa?. Is Hooghly to remain a general college 


with a Muhammadan school attached, or is there to be a. separate Muham- 
madan college? If it were proposed either to transfer to Calcutta from 
Hooghly the higher education of the Mohammadans, or te raise in any 
considerable degree the standard of the Caleutta Madrasah, and to appoint a 
separate Principal, the only possible means of obtaining the necessary funds 
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would be by transferring a portion of the Hooghly Endowment Funds. to 
Calcutta (if such a step were acceptable to the Mahammadan community), 
and In that vase It would be necessary to consider the course to be pursued in 
regard to the Hooghly College, now principally supported by the endowment 
Funds, though it is by no means exclusively devoted tothe education of the 
Muhammadans. These weighty questions being reviewed, and, if possible, 
settled, it will then temain to‘consider the constitution and course of study af 
each institution. 

2. The first question in regard to the Calcutta Madrasah is respecting 
the Principalship, | shall be gind if the Committee will favour me with 
their opinion on this subject, as well as regarding the whole etaff of 
teachers subordinate to him, tie curriculum of cducation, and the fees to be 
charged. 

3. There seems to be no doubt that a-complete Arabic education must 
be supplied to those whe seek it; and in this respect it will be desirable 
most fully to study the wishes, and even the prejudices, of the Muhammadan 
community, provided that nothing is taught which is positively injurious or 
offensive. | | | 

4. For all other scholars, cate must, | think, be takén not to make too 
many languages compulsory. A competent knowledge of the vernacular 
must be required of the younger boys; and it will probably be desired that 
as they advance, they should haye a enfficient knowledge of either the 
language of their religion, Arabic, or that of their popular literature, Persian ; 
- but a free option might, | think, be allowed in thia respect. For the rest, in 
the circumstances of Bengal, and with a special view to giving the Muhamma- 
dans a fair share of Government employment and professional opportunities, 
no doubt the principal attention must be devoted to the acquisition of the 
English language ; and in addition to the language, the more they can have 
of modern acieuce and useful learning, the better. I should especially hope 
that attention may be paid to drawing, surveying, and the elements of 
engineermg arts, in which the Indian Muhammadans have yenerally excelicd, 
and which would especially Bt them for public employment, civil as ‘well as 
professional, The rudiments of popular law, and some knowledge 
of fand-tenures, might also, Fthink, be taught them with great sdvantage ; 
but all this and much more the Committer will no doubt consider. 

5. It will be an jmportant question to consider what arrangements 
should be made for the reception of boarders, and how encouragement i 
the shape of scholarships may best be afforded to more elementary institu- 
tions in the raral parts of Bengal, which contain #0 great a Muhammadan 
population. It would be useless to discuss details regarding the Hooghly 
Institution till the general eystem to be followed is chalked out. 
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6. It is hardly possible to exaggerate the importance of these institu-- 


tions. The number of our Muhammadan fellow-aubjecta under the Govern 
ment of Bengal has been supposed to exceed all the Muhammadan subjects 
of the Grand Turk; and their future position in their own country ima very 
preat degree depends on these institutions. [feel under great obligations 
to all the gentlemen, both Evropean and Native, who have undertakes the 
task of supervising them; and lam sure that the Muhemmadan community 
will appreciate the interest in their condition which is evinced by the gentle- 
men holding the highest official positions, who have not shrunk from this 
dificult duty. 
| G, CAMPBELL. 
The 2pth April 1874. 


The Committee, alter a full consideration of the different points places 
before them submitted the following elaborate Report, setting forth the 
measures which they recommended for adoption in the Calcutta Madrassah 
in order to carry oul the recommendations of the Commission of 1869. 





No. 5, Dated Caleutta the r6th Fune s&7r. 
from—Moulvie AppOOoL Luter, Khan Bahadoor, Secretary to the 
Committee for the Supervision and Management of the Calcutta and Hooghly 
Madrasahs. 
To—The Director of Public Instruction, Lower Provinces, 
In accordance with the imstroctions of the Government of Bengal, 


a Ee ae bs communicated to you m letter No. 878, dated the 
fovea NON 4th March last, | am directed by the Committee to 
“Li Beles im submit the following report of the measures which: 


Captain H-S Jace. = the Committee consuler to be netessary in orier to 


Moslvie Abdoot tute, 8nd Hooghly Madrasalis recommended by the Com. 
Slap hese pe miltce appomted in July 1869, and embodied in 
Zahn ry ee their report dated the 1st of December 1869. 

Haj) daleariye fl 

4. The Committee held eleven meetings, the first on the sth April 

1871, at which they clected the Honourable J. P.. Norman to be thelr 
President, and Moulvie Abdou! Luteel te be thelr Honorary Secretary. The 
meetings, which were held. twice a week, have been regularly attended by 
all the members of the Committee. Mr. Charles Campbell was present 
throughout, until his departure from India on leave on the 2and April. | 

3 Im the first instance the Committee proceeded to consider the matters 
inciuded in the report-of the Committee of 1869, but they were subsequently 


carry wut the reformie and chenges in the Calcutta: 
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favoured with a Minute by His Honor the Licutenant-Governor, dated the 
sgth April, i in which their attention was called to the question of the relative 
‘positions of the Calcutta and Hoopiily Madrasahs, the standard of education 
to be given in each of those institutions, and other points to which the Com. 
mittee have given full atrention. 

4. The arrangements proposed will not mvolve-any increase of expense 
which will pot be covered by the saving effected by the abolition of the 
offices of Principal and of one of the Murshis. 


CALCUTTA MADRASAH. 
AraAsic: DEPARTMENT. 
5. The Committee resotved— 
f,—That the Arabic Department of tho Calcutta 
Eyiiy Sergent. Madrasah be styled "The Anglo-Arabic Depart, 
ment.” 
it—That admission may tike place ot aby time and in any clasa for 
which the candidute iy fit} the pretitninary examina- 
as tion bemg conducted in Arabic, tic, be the Head 
Professor, and in English by the Head Master. 
lll—That before admission can take place inte the 8th class, the 
candidate must possess a slight elementary knowledge of Arabic grammar, 
also be able to read Persian and to read and write Urdu. 
[V.—That candidates for admission be reqiired to obtain 4 certificate. ot 
respectability rom some member ot the Committee. 
V.—That a list of admission be plaved before the Committee every 
month. 
V1—That the hours of study be from ten o'clock til one, and from half- 
| | past ove till four, half an hour being allowed for 
spares prayer, tifin and recreation, tn the first four classes 
three hours shall be devoted to Arabic, and two hours and a half to English, 
etc.; and in the lower four classes, two hours per diem to Arabic, two hours 
to English, and one hour and a hall to Persian, Bengali, etc. 
Vil—That the course of instruction im in English be laid down by the 
Director of Pubtic Instruction, and be “as far ps 
a ee possible in unison with that of the University 
Entrance Examination, 
VItL—That, as far as open Arabic be taagi in + the lower four 


maz in the Leoll classe grammars a® can ri sbpiine’, 
bt 


2 3° 





6, 


Conititution af the Dopartrmnnt. 
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The. Committee recommend that the ‘Department be divided into. 


eight classes, the maximum and minimam age of 
entrance for each being as follows — 


lacs. Maximum. Minimum, 
Sth is 13 
7th 16 14 
bth 7 15 
sth 18 
ath 19 
Srl 20 
znd zt 
ist 22 
oy ee j) The studies of the Anglo-Arabic Department 
resniacad tamer should, for the future, be as follows:— _ 
ARABIC, 
GRAMMAR. 
i. Jangi Sarf. 4. Hidaéyut-un-Naho. 

3. FPasdl-i-Akbarf. 5. WKahah. 

3. Jangi Nahe- 6. Sharhi Mullé. 
Looe. 
t. Mizdnsd-Mantik, 3. Kutbi with Mir. 

2, Sharhi Tahjjb. 4: Sullam., 

RHETORIC. 
1. Mukbtasiri-Madni, » Mulla. 
Liaw, 
t.—Sharhi Vikayah. 
(Only the following.) 
|, Book of ablutions, VIL. Book of losterage. 

il,. Book of prayers, VI. Book of divoree. 
if. Book ot alms. TX. Book of vows. 

IV. Book of fasts. 2X Book of missing persons. 
V. Book of pilgrimage. XI. Book of partnership. 
Vi. Book of marriage. All, Book of endowment, 

2.—Hidayah. 
(Only the following.) 
1. Book of sales VI. Book of sacrifice, 

H:. Book of acknowledgements. VIL. Book of abominations. 
Il. Book of grits. VIL. Book of prohibited liquors. 
1V. Book of pre-emption, IX. Book of wills, 

V. Hook of slaying animals for food. 
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r. Niirul Anwar. 
2. Tauzi, 5. Mussullamos-subit. 
LITERATURE. 
1. Nathatul Yaman, 4. Makaémat-i- Hariri, 
2. Abajabul Ujdb. 5 Diwan Mutanabbi, 
3: Sabai Muallakah, 
History, 
t, Tartkhol Khulafa. 2. Shifdi Kazi Aydz. 
LAW OF INHERITANCE. 
Sharifiah, 
PERSIAN: 
t. Akhidki Muhamt. 3. ‘Stkandarndmah. 
2. Zalikhé. 4. Abul) Fazl, 


$. With reference to the subjects comprised in the course of studies above 
i. referred to, the Committee remark that at present 
penlration Jt eet. there are no Séith students in the Angio-Arabic 
Department. Should a sufficient number of Shiah students hereafter present 
themselves, a class will be formed for thy study, under'a Shia Maulvi, of such 
dabjects as muy be selected {ram— 
1, Shardi-ul-Islim: 
a. Sharhi-Lom’'al, 
One hoor every day shall be devoted to the study of the above subjects 
go. The Committee consider that two hours a week should be devoted 
in the fourhigher glasses to the study of Benyali; 
Ltsde for tha higher was and’ at the same time they are of opinion that instruction 
itt that languige, and alsa in Urdu, should be con- 
fiied to a thorough acquaintance with the vernacular of the country us used 
in Gur Courts and in commerce, and (particularly by. the higher classes) to 
aiility te translate correctly from Bengali of Urdu into English, and vice 
Dera, | 
(0, As recommented tn 186g, the Committee propose that in the: first 
and seeord classes lectures be. given two hours per 
Fi week, in such portions of the Penal Code and Civil 
2 a Procedure Codes as may be-selected by the Committee, in Urdu or 
‘oetrocsion \Se Bengali for 11. In Bengali, the scheme for the last four 
the lower cheeten, | ¢laeses should be as follows :— 
1ST YEAR, 
t: Barna Parichay (Parts I and JI). 
x. Kathd Mala. 


Lectures on Law. 


‘close of the examination, sending up capies | in English ol ‘the qu 





| rhe Maojac (Part 1). 
gR0 YEAR. 
Akbydn Manjari (Part I), 

Charipath [Part 1). 
(Grammar. 
47H WEAR. 
1. Hitdr Banabds. 
3, Charupath (Part 1), 
3; Grammar. 
42. ‘The holidays should be regulated ss proposed by the Committec of 
1869, with @ slight modification, namely, that the 
institution be ¢lesed ea-Sunday and open on the 





Holidays 


‘morning of Friduy, as in the Anglo-Persian Department, but from 6 to 


104 A.M, ; that ten ‘day holiday be allowed at the Maubarram ; that if holidays 
clash, the practice alluded to in paragraph 20 of the Report of the Committee 
of 1869 be disallowed; and that the following be the holidays allowed in the 
Institution — 


Ramazan fc Le es go days, 
Vd-u}-Fitr is = ab 3 do. 
I'd-uz-Zoha dv dé ve 5 © dl. 
Muharram - a vi 0, oe 
Akbiree Chahar Shambah. 1 day. 
Pauhat Duwdzdubum 1 do. 
Shab-i-Barht =C es 2 days, 
Christmas vacation ne ie 7 06d: 
New. year's day ... a 288 1 day. 
Good Friday. nae on chim z days, 
Queen's Birthday si ye 1 day. 
‘Summer vacation n wy» €5 days. 





Total 78 days, — 

13, The annual exantinations should in future be conducted By tee 

aHe yale Committees (of which the Head Arabic Profetsor 
and Head English Teacher should be members; enc 
for his own department), to'be named by the Director of Public Instruction ; 
and that the Committees report to the Director as soon as possible after the 






and the original answers. 
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Scbatesatps 14. The following is the schemo of scholarships 
3. proposed for adoption -— 
1- ‘No scholarship shall be tenable for more than ane year. 
Il. ty future, when the classes arc constituted, the following scholarships 


shall be awarded in this. tment: 
t of Rs. 4 to Sth class tenable in ath elses. 
4:0. \ ‘2 to fth do. do. Gth do, 
4 of , § % Gh do, io, sth do, 
5 of » § to 3th do: do. 4th do. 
6 of 4 6 to sth do, Jo, ard dlp. 
GS of , 8 ta 3rd do. do ond do, 
G of « Fo to -and do. dio. ist dn. 


It. For 


—_ 


he ensiing examination the scholarships shall he distributed 


of Rs; 5 to 5th class; tenable in ath cliss 
of 4 7, 6,5, and. 5 to 4th class, tenable in ard class, 
of ,, 16,8,97, 6and 5 to grd class, tenable in and class. 
of 4 10, 10, 8,8, ¢and/7 to and class, tenable in‘rat class, 
9 of , foto tst class, tenable inthe advanced class. 
IV. Alter the present year, the total ponber of marks to be obtained 
by each class shall be Goo, lo be distributed as follows :-— 


FOUR HIGHER CLASSES. 


Oth a i 


English _ a -» ‘200 
Other branches ... = =  T00 


TOTA L bie Hao 


FOUR LOWER CLASSES. 


English on ne a 200 
Other branches .,. — — 200 
TOTAL: i: boo 


15, The Committee recommend that any student of the first class, 
‘Admusion of ex-students of, on leaving the department, be permitted as a special 
Dacre dhele eaten te case to continue his studies lor one oF two sears 
partment in the Anglo-Persian Departnient. 
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16, They also recommend that induture, on vacancies occurring in the 
professorial staff, the Committee be consulted by 
the Director of Public Instraction prior to any Sp- 
pointment being filled up. 

17, The Committee propose that a small sim be expended, when 


Purchase of books for poor “Sctuaily necessary, in the purchase of English school 
pupils, books for réally needy pupils. 


18. Tt is proposed that for the present, with & view to the introduction 
Arable Departmont. Teachers, on Rs. 100, 50, and 40 per mensim, res~ 
pectively, be appormtnd, who should be Mutammadans. 

ANGLO-PERSIAN DEPARTMENT.. 

19. Ibisthe opinion of the Committee that this Department should 
| educate only up to the Entrance standard of the 
University. 

30. The Committee would make the study of Benpalt compulsory in this 
department, but that in any special case this rule 
Teat puctiod dn Bonpall may be dispensed] with at the instance ol parcots 
or Guardians. 
a1. The Committee further recommend that from the residue of 
the allowance for scholarships in the Arabic Depart- 
nent, the following scholarships be awarded to the. 
students of the first two classes in the Anglo.Persian Departinent | 
3 of Rs, 4 to ard class, tenable in 20d class for ane year. 
gof ,, jtoanddo do, in-tst do dm 
And, further, that three junior scholarships of Rs. 2a month, tenable lor two 
years, be awarded annually to students of the Anglo-Persian Departmént who 
have passed the Entrance examination, bul have tiot succeeded in gaining 
Government scholarships, and that the holders of these scholarships he allowed 
tp join any collage on the same terms as holder of Government junior 
scholarships. 
22. In the opmmion of the Committee, the candidates for admission in 
this department should aiso be required to produce 
Cottiieate of respectability, 2 ceftificate of respectability Irom some member yf 
the Committee. 

23, The Committee propose that the pupils of the Anglo-Persian Depart- 
ment le eligible for occupying quarters within the 


Scholarships 








Pkt pave, eae ha, Madrasah building, it being understood that between 


le. applicants from the Avglo-Persian and Anglo- 
Arabic Departments preference should be piven to the latter. — 
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24. The schooling fees of this department should 
temain for the present unaltereil. 
a5. The following changes i m the éstablishment are recommended by 
the Cammitter, a3 rendered necessary by the con- 
clusions arrived at by. the Conimittee of 1869, in 
regard to the parties concerned :— 

That Maulvi Zulfagér Ali; Head Maulvi of the Anglo-Persian Depart- 
ment, be transferred to the Anglo-Arabic Department, in the place 
of Maulvi Abd-ul-lfai, the fourth Arabic Professor and that Muaulyi 
“Abd-ul-Hat be traneferred to the Anglo-Persian Department as Head 
Mautvi. 

That the post of second Maulvi of the Asglo-Persian Department 
should be held by a teacher having acompetent knowledge of English. 

And that the Munshi, Mauly) Ghilam Qadir, be requested to-apply 
for his pension, 


Feet 


Changes in the watabllih- 


OENERAL 


26. ‘The Committee are of opinion that, in view of the existing arrange- 
ments for the supervision and management of the Calcutta Mudrasah, the 
office af Principal’ be abolished, god that ‘the whole of the institution be 
placed under a competent Head Master of the Anglo-Persian Department, 
it being unilemtood that the Head Master is not to nterfere with the course 
of instruction by the Arabic Professora within the Anglo-Arabic Department. 

27- The Committee have had under consideration whether the present 
Head Master, Mr. Blochmann, should be retained in his present post. The 
Committee have agreed ta record that they consider that Mr. Blochmann is 
perfectly conipetent to teach up to the Entrance examination in the Caleutta: 
Madrassh } that his knowledge of Oriental hengruaeed is & Qualification which 
probably gives hima special fitness-for the post of Head Master of that insti- 
tuliom; and that Wis pronunciation of English, thougi defective, iv not of 
such great <onsequitnce ae imperatively to demand his removal; but he has 
drawn upon himeeil the hostility of-a portion of the $a liatinralter community, 
by an atlack on the Muhammuailan Literary Society, and the Comimitted are 
disposed to think that the Inatimutian would not work emodthly with Mr. 
Blochmann. as Head Master with fall. executive control: 

28 The Committee have resolved that the consideration of the question, 
whether the services of the resident Munshi <hall be retained, be postponed 
uttit-the intention of the Government respecting the appointment of Head 
Master or Principal be wacertained, and the new head of the institution has 
an opportunity of expressing his eptnion upon the necessity for continuing 
the services of-a resident Munsin 
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29: The Committee propose that rooms for residence in the Madrassh 
building may, on application made to, and approved by, the Conimittee, be 
allotted to Muhammadan students of the Generml or Engineering Departinedts 
of the Presidency College. 

30. With reference to the recommendation of the Committed of 186g, 
contained in patagniph 194 of their report, the Committee have msolved to 
give notice to Mr. Blochmann that he should be prepared to vacate the apart- 
ments which he now occupies in the Madrasah premises by the end of fine 
next. 

3h The Committee would dispense with the services of the SubsAssle 
tant Surgeon attached to the College, reserving, however, for the present, the 
question of the appointment of & medical officer for the institution. 

32: The Committee have resolved thal a visiting book should be kept, 
in which visitors may enter their remarks, to be submitted at least once a 
month to the Director of Public Instraction, 

33: The Committee propose that the distribution of scholarships and 
prizes fake place alter due notice given ata public ceremony, and that the 
best scholars and prizemen be then called on, as far as possibile to exhibit in 
public the result of their studies 





The Director of Public Instruction in forwarding Unis Repert'of the 
Committee lo Government wrote as follows expressing his willingness’ to give 
general effect to the detailed scheme for carrying out the proposed changes. 


Ne. 2523, dated Fort William, the 18th Fuly ¢8re. 
From—W, 5, ATKinson, Esq, McA, Director of Public Instruction: 
To—The Officiating Secretary to ihe Government of Bengal, General 
Department. 

Witt reference ta your No. 878, dated agth March, and connected 
correspondence, on the subject of the Calcutta and Hooghly Madrasahe, | 
have the ‘honour to forward, for the coneiderstion and orders of the 
Lieutenant-Governor, a:ceport from the Committee appointed by Government, 
selting fort the measures they tecommend for adoption in order to carry out 
the recommendations of the Commission of 1860. 

z. | have already (in my No. 1962, dated Oth March 1875) acenpted 
generally the changes proposed by that Commission as embodying 
practical measure of reform, and with some reserrations I am willing now bo 
give effect to the present detailed scheme for carrying out those changes. 
But at the same time | wish to guard myself from being supposed to adopt 
them 25 a complete and satisfactory solution of the important questions that 
have been so long discussed. a 





oo 
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g- I have nothing to object to the constitution of the Anglo-Persian 
Department 23 now proposed, which indeed scarcely differs from that which 
has been long in force; bul as regards. the Anglo-Arabie Department, | 
entertain grave doubts of the success of the Committec’a gcheme. The 
records show that the plan now proposed for this department is almost 
identical with one which was tried In former years, and was condemned as 
a complete: failure'so long aguas 1853. It is said that the circumstances of 
the Mahomedan community are so different in 1871 from what they were in 
#853, that there la no reason to anticipate a failure now because 2 similar 
plan was ansuccéssiul 18 years ago. No doubt great changes have occurred 
ti) this: interval, and it is possitile that the aupporters of the present scheme 
may be tight. Recommended as it is, there is a sufficient reason for trying 
it; but { think it my duty to point out to the Liewtenant-Governor that the 
plan of uniting the quasi-professional study af the Muhammadan canon law 
and Mahomedan logic with an ordinary general schoo! education for bors 
stems on a priert grounds, UWrespective of past experience, to introduce 
difficulties which, if not insuperablir, are at least so serious that they cannot 
be disregarded by any one who has a practical knowledge of educational 
work. I believe that it would be. far better to keep the two separate, as 
was ingisled on by the Council of Education in 1853, and to require from 
the stadent a sound preliminary | education in the ordinary branches of 
knowledge before he is allowed to occupy himself with the distinctive 
religious and social laws ef his creed and race, and the mazes of anctent 
logic and rhetoric studied ina classical language of great complexity and 
difficulty. In this view I would admit to the Arabic Department those only 
who have either passed through some of the junior classes of the: Anglo- 
Persian Department, and ‘have reached & certain fixed standard of attsin- 
ments in the ordinary branches of education there taught, or who not havmg 
attended those classes, are yet able to pass an entrance lest examination in 
corresponding subjects, either in their own vernacular or in English at 
their option. 

In this way young men from 14 or 18 yeare of age would enter on the 
special studies of the Arabic Department with minds already opened and 
strengthened bya sound course of ordinary instruction in grammar, arithmetic, 
elementary mathematics, geography, and Kietory, and might certainly be 
expected to make more rapid progress in four or five years in the social 
and theelogical law of Islam and itz system of logic, than in the eight years 
over which the Committee propose to spread this religious and professional 
learning in connection with a general course of ordinary school instruction, 

I repeat thal the course | have pointed out would, in my judgment, be 
more promising forthe real eduestional advancement of the Mahomedan 
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community than the course actually proposed; bat, for the reason already 
given, bdo nol now press foritsadaplion, = | | | 

Assuming, then, that the scheme proposed for the Arsbic Departinent 4s. 
to be tried, I aceept the detailed arrangements now recommended for the 
organization: of this Department und the Anglo-Persian Department, subject 
to such changes as experience may from time to time suggest, 

4. In regard to the general control and management of the two 
Departments, Phave already advised that the office of Principal, as heretofore 
constituted, should be abolished, The present Head Master, Mr, Blochmann, 
| consider: a very valuable and thoroughly trastworthy officer. He possesses 
in an eminent degrée the qualifications most needed in the head of a 
Mahomedan school,:and he has for more tham six years performed the duties 
entrusted to lin) to my entire satistaction, being popular alike with the 
atuderiis and teachers of both Departments 1 regret that le should have 
piven offence to the Mahomedan Literary Society by his criticism on the 
eburse of study forthe Madrassh propounded by them two years ago duting 
the discussions which arose on the appointment of the Commission of Inquiry, 
l know, however, that nothing was further from his intention thanto wound 
the feelings of any one, and Tam sure that the Mahomedan gentlemen on 
the Committee who have thought themselves aggrieved by what be then 
wrote, will soon learn to value his sterling qualities asa teacher, and (to 
tepose their full confidence in hint as a Moroughly competent and trustworthy 
head of the institution which is the object of their cure: From my, long 
official knowledge of him, I feet justified m recommending strongly that he 
be retaincd in his present appointment, and what he he entrusted hereafter 
watti complete executive control over the. whole institution as. soon as: the 
new arrangements have been brought into working order, Meanwhile, 1 
propose that Mr, Sutcliffe be requested to retain the general charge of the 
institution which he has undertaken with so much advantage during the 
past year. 

«5, As Yegards ihe residence of the Head Master in the Madrasah, bam 
compelled after much consideration to differ from the conclusion of the 
Committee. [na-school which provides for the accommodation of a large 
number of boarders, am of opinion, on genera! grounds, that the Head 
Master should always, if possible, have apartments in the school premises ; 
ani aa regards the Madrasah In patticular, | am. satisfied that the feapona 
which induced my predecessor and Sir F, Halliday to order-what the Head 
Master should always reside in the building, are quite as cogent now as they 
were at the time when they cere issued. Until this, measure wae adopted 
repeated disturbances occurred, in which teachers as well as students 
were frequently implicated, and gross misconduct of 2 kind which I need 
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not here describe was:believed to be of common occurrence. The-presence 
of the Heal Master fiat Wad oa most beneficial effect In checking these 
disorders ; and] am unwilling to incur the tesponsibility of sanctioning his 
removal now. Two of the apartments at present assigned to him may, 
however, be resunied for school purposes, i they shiowkl be required} but at 
present | believe there is ample room in the building for any probable increase 
of resident students, aa will as forthe additional class accommodation which 
the new arrangements will render necessary, 


The following is the reply on the subject from the Government of 
Ne 2325, dated Fort William, the stk August 18771. 
From—Rivens THoupsoy, Eso., Off. Seeretary to the Government of 
Bengal, General Department. 
To—The Director of Public Instruction, Lower Provinces. 

lam directed to acknowlndge Ue receipt of your Jetter No. 2528, dated 
the 8th ullimo, submitting & Teport of the measures.which the Committee 
consider to be necessary in. order to carry out the reforms and changes in the 
Calcutta and Hooghly Madrasahs recommended by the Committee sppointed 
in July 1869. 

3. lam tosay that the measures. now proposed by the Committee have 
the Lientenant-Gaovermor's approval, and that he wishes to give them-a full and 
fair trial, ae coming from a Committee of great weight and experience. 

3; Mr. Blochmann is: permitted to hold his place in the Madrasah tll 
further orders, He is to be Head Master of the Persian Department, without 
any power of interference with the course of instroction in. the Anglo- Arabic 
Depariment, and. he: is not to be vested with any complete control over the 
whole institution. This, for the present, is to be exercised by. Mr, Suteliffe 
at Principal of the Presidency College. The post of Principal of the Mad- 
rasa isto: be abolished. Mr, Biochmann may temain in the College for the 
present with such limited aecommodation as will suthce for a bachelor only 
(aay a Couple of rooniy), it being folly undérsiood that accommodation for a 
family cannot be given and would be inappropriate. 

4 With regard to the question of having resident Moonshee, the 
Lieutenant-Governor wishes Mr. Sutelifie to decide, in communication with: 
the Head Master, whether the services of a resident Moonshee in the Calcutta 
Madrasal) are necessary, A report should be submitted on this point by the 
end of this year. | | 

5. The proposals of the Committee regarding the Hooghly Madrasah 
may be carried out by you. The Lieutenant-Govertior thinks there is mutch 
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that recommends itsell in your suggestion to make so Hooghi the head quarters 


of Mahomedan theological learning, and the Calcutta Madrasah the great 


secular school for the liberal education of the Museulmans ol Bengal ; bat a 
its entertainment now would. postpone everything which the Committes have 
recommended as regards the two Institutions, the prepossl must remain & 
matter for future consideration, 

6. Inrespect to the opinion which you express In the 3rd paragraph of 
your letter under reply, that it would be better" to require from the student 
a sound preliminary education in the ordinary branches of knowledge before 
be is allowed lo occupy himsell with the distinctive religious and social haw 
of his creed and race," ete, the Lieutenant-Governor thinke that, with the 
acquiescetice of those chiefly interested in the matter, such a procedure might. 

well be adopted; but, under the cireumstances whibh present themselves, 
His Honor mach prefers to allow the Mahomedans to arrange the Anglo- 
Arabic Department according to thetr own views, and it is assumed that the 
Committee represent their views. The Lieutenant-Governor is iuite clear 
that he would not exclude from Arabic veaching those who have not previously 
bad a good general education according to Western ideas, though it would 
be well if they could he persuaded, in some degree, to combing some genom! 
education with Arabic. 

7- [n carrying out the reforms you are requested to he 49 good as te 
submit, for the Lieutenant-Governor’s sanction, a Proposition ctslement af 
the changes in establishment (professorial! and oiler) wich will pow be 
effected and the net financial! result of the changes. 

$8. Moulvie Gholam Kadir should be directed ta send in his application 
for pension, hia services being dispensed with from the date of the new 
organization. 

9. 1am to request that the thanks of Government may be conveyed to 
the Committee. for their careful investigations and report. and to express the 
Lieutenant-Governor's hope that their aid may be continued az.@ managing 
and visiting committee, 


S. C. -SANIAL 





THE first European who was employed by the British Government ta 

enqguireinto, and report upon, the state of indigenous educatidn in 
Bengal was the Rev. William Adam. The following particulars of him | 
have found among manuscripts left by the lute Mr. E. S. Wenger im the 
Serampur College Library, which [publish by the kindneus of Dr, George 
Howells, the Principal of the College. 

“He was a native of Dumferinline, and was in his early days a student at 

. Andrews. About 4865 he was accepted by the Baptiat Missionary 
Sciey and sent to Bristol College and in r816 the Home Committee resolved 
that he should be permitted to proceed with hia studies at Glasgow for one 
“session, On the 25th June 1817 they reeclved to send him to Serampore in 
order to proceed from thence to Surat to joi Mr. CoC. Aratoon, On the 
osth September following, he and Mr. Stephen Sutton were pubticty 
designated to the service of the Mission at Horsley, when the reasons which 
had led them toe consecrate: themselves’ to the work of the Lord were set 
forth by theny, together with 4 statementof the doctrines they intended to 
preach, and they were considered very satisfactory by the audience which 
was: very large and seemed much interested in the proceedings of the 
evening. Mr. Dyer of Reading preached the Ordination Sermon from Acts 
161 17, after Dr. Ryland had offered the Ordination prayer. in October he 
embarked for [ndia‘st Liverpool in the ship Avseve along with Mr. and Mrs. 
‘Sutton, and reached Serampore on the roth March 1818. In January 1819 
he marred Miss Phoebe Grant, the elder daughter of the late missionary of 
tat name who wae ¢lder sister of Mrs, Yates. 

“ Asthere seemed to be ovich uncertamty aboot the Surat Mission 
Mr. Adam went to reside at Calcutta after severing his connection with the 
Scrampore m ies, anil there he engaged in studying the Bengali and 
Sanscrit ceies eo a9 to qualify himeelf for preaching or translating as 
circumstances might require. He joined the Funtor Srefhren in Calcutia anil 
withdrew from the Lal) Borar Church onthe ryth October (818, and his name 
is among the four who signed the Appeal for fimds for erecting the Cirentar 
Road Chapel, the other three being Eustace Carey, John Lawson, ‘and Willian 
Yates, his name coming after that of Eustace Carey, Whee the Calcutta 
missionaries decided ta. occupy Dongapore, an important place not far from 
Caleutts, it: was-settlod that he should take igs turn to live there alternately 
with Mr. Carey and Dr, Yates for half a-year at atime. He was 2 clever 
and well-read man. 
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“About this time a respectable Bengali used to. visit Mr. Adam, who was_ 


none other than Rajah Ram Mohan Koy. Forsome time he was engaged with 
the lutter and with Dr Yates in translating the four Gospels into Bengali. 
The two translations of Dn Carey and Mr. Elferton were. declared by that 
gentleman to abound’ in the most flagrant violations of Native idioms: so he 
applied to them for their assistance in translating the Gospels afresh from the 
original, and they readily gave their assistance. When thoy gots faras the 
fourth Gospel, difficulty arose with the third verse, where they stuck and the 
revision was wrecked. Atfirst Dr. Yates agreed te translate it thin: “All 
things were made through Him," but on reconstderation he discovered in the 
substitution of the word “through” for “by," a suggestion of Animisém, 30 
he withdrew from the enterprise on account of the tendency to heresy which 
had transpired. This abrupt termination of the enterprise drew him (Mr. 
Adam) into more frequent and confidential intimacy with the Rajah, with 
the result that he formally. renounced-his belief in the doctrine-of the- Trinity 


and avowed himaell -an Unitarinn and severed his connection ar the . 


Missionary Society shortly after the opening of the Circular Road Chapel. 
That event took place on the 2oth of March 1821 and on the gh ‘May ffteie: 
ing he sent a letter toa Mr. N. Wright im America giving details of his 
severance from the Mission. The question of his exclusion from: the Circular 
Road Church then came up, and.on the 26th August he was requested ala 
Church Mecting to state simply his views relative to the Divinity of Christ, 
which he did, in plain terms stating that the ouly begotten of God conld not he 
God. He was then asked to retire from the meeting which be eventually did 
alter objecting several times. Two members were then appointed to wait 
upon him to exptess to him the sincere regret and grief of the Church at the- 
declaration he had made of his disbelief of the doctrine of the troc and proper 
Divinity of Josus Christ, and also their earnest wish that he- might re-examine | 
hit sentiments with fervent prayer for the assistance Of the Holy Spirit be 
direct him into the truth ag it is in Jesus and that pending the receipt of this 
report be should be suspended from Communion ai, the Lord's Table, At 
the Church Meeting of the 25th September the two members gave in their 
reper and after hearing it, the Church recorded the following Resolution : 
“That Mr, Adam having expressed sentiments which are entirely opposite 
‘to the fundamental doctrines of the Gospel.on which itis established do, 
"in justice to the glory and character of Christ, and to express its own entire 
\@isapprobation of such sentiments, exclide brother Adam from its commu- 
“ion and privileges, but with the most sincere desire that he may through 
"Grace at length perceive his error and return Lo (he Truth, when the Church 
“will be truly glad to receive him again, as sorry now to exchide him,” 
"In that very month of September 1844 the Calcutta Unitarian Committee 
was formed, which included among others, Rajah Ram Mohan Roy, Mr. 
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N. Kerr, 6 late missioniry, who had joined the Wnenvenanted Service, and 
Mr Adam; [nthe Annual London Report of the Missionary Society, dated 
zoth June 1829, the following statement js made in regard to him: “We 
mention with deep. regret that Mr. Adam, late one of their number (te: of 
the workers in Caleutts), kas embraced opmions derogatory to the honour. of 
the Saviour, denying the proper Divinity of ‘Our Lord Jenus. Christ’ in con- 
sequence of which the connection between bim and the Society has been 
dissolved!" Mr Adam remained on m Cualeutta es Utitarian Miszionary, 
for he is deseribed as such in the Bengal Directory and Calcutta 
Aalondar of 1824, where his address ts given as: Dhurumtollah Street: He 
conducted English services in aroom in the /fardurad office till Sunday 
the 4rd, August 627, alter which a room was hired where services 
were commenced from Wednesday the goth August 1825 and continued to 
be held there until the Brahmo Somaj Hall was solemnly set apart far the 
purpose-of public worship on the agrd. January 1850, [t is a remarkable 
fact that one of the clauses of the Trust Deed of that Hall lays down that 
there are to be no graven images or sacrifices, Though he did mot. get.on 
with the Rajah [Ram Mohan Roy] on all points it is s singular thing thai the 
provided for him ani his fuily io lite wall. 

‘In «82g slong with Mr. Theodore Dickens and Mr. (afterwards Sir) 
Thomas Turton two eminent legal men, be be!ped to draw out the Petition to 
Parliament of the East India Community, which Mr. J.W, Ricketts took to 
England that year and laid before both Houses of Parliament. In reward of 
their services the two advocates Were paid 4o gold moliurs cach for their advice, 
and the Committee were gratified when Mr Adam accepled from them a 
MeCabe gold watch with chain and key, valued at Sicca. Rupees six hundred, 

"In 1834 Mr. Adam was sppomted at the head of a Commission to 
enquire into the state of Vernacular Education in Bengal, on a salaty 
of Ks. teoo/-a month, and submitted his report in 1935. In that year 
he was engaged by Lord Macaulay to prepare a digest of his former reports 
for the Committee of Public Instruction, Regarding these Reports Lord 
Macaulay noted tius in his Educational Minute:—" His Roports executed in 
so ful) and ecahaustive a2 manner, we deem to be the best sketclies of the 
state of vernacular education that have been submitted to the public,” In 
1837 he was offered the Secretaryship of the Committee of Public Inetroction 
on Rs. t200/-a month, but lie demanded Rs, 1800/- which being refused, he 
declined the appointment and returned Home. He submitted certain pro- 
posala in ull these Reports, and in the last one, gave his recommendations, 
which, however, the Committee did not agree to, 

« After leaving India in 1838 he was offered the London Corespondent- 
ship of the Laghshman, which was‘then under the command of Mr. J. H. 
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Stocquéler. In 1840 he published a book on The Law aad Custom of Slarery 
mm Sritish fedia, through Messrs. Weeks, Jordon & Co. of Boston, Ui S.A. to 
rg: he brought out in England the famous Easl India Year Book for 1341, 
and the same year he was-appointed by the British India Society in London 
to the Editorship of their organ, Tile Grtish fudta Advocate. In 1863 he 
published his Awgwirxy inte the Vheerter of History, through Messrs 
W. H.: Allen & Co. of London, 

"He pppeared to have fived to an advanced age aa Miss Collet in }er 
book about Rajah Ram Mohan Roy states ‘that he wrote a biogrmphical 
memoir of the Rajah-es late as 1870, which would make: him over Ba ‘years 
of age at that time, and it ie not known how much longer he lived, or when 
or whete he died, and it would appear that his wife survived lum, His 
widow celebrated her 83 birth day fn March 2885 and was still fiving in 
Februsry 1887 when a Bengaligentleiman ¢alled on hetin ber home near 
Boston, U.S.A, and spent a very pleasant alternoon with-her, She was then 
in full possession of all ber faculties: and mentioned many iheldests of 
ber early life in Bengal and Sirdhana."’ 

In one of the late Dr, Sambhu Chandra Mooherjre's Note-bouks of 
which mention was made in the Secretary's Notes im the last number of this 
Journal, I have found the following remarks about Mr, William Adam |— 

_ “William Adam was one of the purest, and highest minded philanthro- 
pists that worked for India: He came out: to Bengal as a Protestant 
Missionary. Coming for wool he went away short.” He entered inte 
controversy with Ram Mohan Roy, [n trying to convert him he was 
himse!f converted, He gave up his profession on af least his ehureli, 
and subsequently joined the Uhitarians whose first missiptary in India 
he became. This was long alterwards. -After his secession from his 
Mission Society he lived by, tis pen ‘apparently, writing jn the papers 
and editing mote than one newspaper duting the days of dependence 
of the Press. Lord William Bentinck appreciating his talents sent him an 
a mission to enquire into the education of Bengal. He drew up these 
famous Reports which ‘art the basis of such enquiries, After fre joined the 
American Unitarians he drew public attention to the subject of Slavery 
in Indiz in a series of letters to: Mr. Thomas Fowell Buxtan intended to 
be published in America, but circumstances bringing the author. to England 
io 1546 they appeared in a book form there published by Smith Eller 

"it would seem that in $39 orearly in t84o Mr. Adam had gone to 
America: There be was requested by a benevolent institution in Boston bs 
Baha at ie Paar ey gay co 
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deliver's public lecture ov some subject connected with India. He thought al 
presesiting a view of slavery in that country, a subject on whith he had 
paid some attention while resident there, but on prepating = memorandum 
of the materials he possessed he found that they far exceeded the limits 
of a single discourse. He, therefore, selected another topic and resolved, 
as letsure might permit, to bring under full review the whole subject of 
slavery in British India. This he did in the form of Letters to Mr, Thomas 
Fowell Buxton, his primary object being to co-operate with a society lately 
established in Engiand called the British India Society. 

"Tn the first Bengal Auawal edited by David Lester Richardson of 1830 
is a contribution from Mr. Adam in the shape of an English translation of 
a Hebrew MS. called “The Book of Jasher,"p.206. He was: not only a 
man uf gremt learning, but also ane of remarkable lucidity of expression 
and high ratiocinative powers. Withal he was animated by too austere 3 
virtue te don in the world, either of India or England and where he retired. 
His interest in’ the fortunes of humanity remained, though. he had failed to 
make his fortune. He remained therefore in Engiand to be the hetter able 
to minister to his curiosity. Ne lived obseurely, not to say, miserably on 
a very small annuity or petition, connected himself with a small insti- 
tution where he came daily for society as wellas for the benefit of the read: 
ing room and library—s small but chosen collection, Here tn his old age 
he worked himself on not his wagnum opws, bat tis only took. For besides 
his voluminous reports on ‘the state of education in Bengal, some: occastonal 
littl: ‘things perhaps, he wrote a series of letters on Slavery in India which 
were afterwards collected in n pamphlet orsmall bookform. But he had been 
long meditating’ on ighest problems of thought; and-at last even his 
modesty ventured to send bis message to the world, But still he withheld 
his name. The work not only appeared anonymonsly, but also under the 
thinble and almost misleading name of "The Theories of History.” He pro- 
‘bably met with no little difficulty in getting a publisher to undertake it, At 
length, however, it appeared fromthe firm of Allen & Co, the East India 
publishers of Leadenhall Street. A profound work without an author's name 
was not likely to arrest the eye of the professional eritics, and the author 
had no friends to pull him up. Here and there in nook and corner as-in the 
Contemporary Literature Section of the Werferinsfer Review its worth was 
recognised, 

(Turning over the pages of this book another valuable thought occurs, 
Seeing the name af William Adam #t occurs to me, it never before did, that 
le was one of our prand benefactors, one of the civilixers of the people of 
Bengal. It ie strange that though | have always entertained the highest 
regard for 4 man of probity, varied and deep scholarship and benevolence, 
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the friend of Ram Mohan Roy and Dayid Hare, of Trevelyan and Bentinek, 
i never thought of it. [had failed to take his true measure. Perhaps | had 
not sufficiently cared to measure him, contént to respect him. Nor liad any 
body else given that measure: It is-curious how suddenly, without previous 
eopitation, the idea of his greatness flashed through the mind, at the mere: 
sight of the name! 

“How does it come to pass that lahould come to make thie discovery? 
I believe that Adam's own modesty was on the way of Ins fame throughout 
his life, in. India asin England. There is. some luck in these matters. too. 
Some are more fortunate thanothers;, Some are blessed with zealous fmends 
whe do the needful for them, Others are cursed with jealous ‘friends wha 
damn them with faint praise in public and min them down in secret, just 
hint.2 fauit or hesitate dislike. I suspect another cause: His religion. In 
those days the odious theologician was fierce, and it was-a living social force. 
To be suspected of heterodoxy was sufficient to blast a man's prospects. 
Adam's heterodoxy was confessed. And then lie still further irritated 
national jealousy by joining what might well be regarded as an American 
Communion—Unitarianism. As if to-exasperate the proud British he made 
another cliange—not backwards to orthvdox Christianily, but further onwards 
in Heterodoxy—to: Vedantism,. This was the most unkindést cut. of all. 
The Yankee may be a queer creature with duty labita who unceremoniously 
spits on your best Brussels carpet. But he is a brother for all that—btother 
Jonathan in fact.” 

"The Education Commission of Lord Dufferin does justice to Mr, Adam, 
speaking of his record of his Inquiry as the ablest: report ever written in 
India. That Repos: certainly. educated the rulers if it did not bring forth 
any other immediate fruit. It had the effect of a revelation, Macaulay was 
astonished to learn that in Rajshaye the Mussalmans. wero more numerous 
than the Hindus. And well be might be, so far back ; I cannot persuade my 
so-called educated, that is, English speaking, Hinge brethren’ of these 
Districts of the fact. 

"From one of Ram (Gopal Ghose's letters contained in Sanyal’s General 
Biography of Bengal Celebrities dated 12 August 18338, it would appear 
that Mr. Adam left India.in that year shortly before that date. He went 
"to America witha view to join his family at Boston, and then go to England 
where he will probably be settled in London in connection witha press.” ‘4 
had,” continues Ram Gopal, “several interviews with him previous to his 
departure, and his earnest propexal was that we might set about collecting 
information which should guide the public and public measures." 

“ From Ram Gopal Ghose's correspondence it seems that Adam held sound 
views on the subject of national improvement. He was for the promotion 


THE REV. WILLIAM ADAM. 259 


of vernacular education ata time when [tf was at a discount after the triumph 
of the Anglicists headed: by Macaulay ; } without being:a partizan of the side 
of the Shakespeares and the Wilsons and the Prinseps, he was no more 
a blind advocate of the cause of "English for ever” of the Trevelyans, the 
f). L: Rs and the Dufts. He only saw that there was no hope of national 
regeneration without the medium of a ational tongue which the English 
could not pretend to be in India. 

Mr. Adam was ‘one of the few European philanthropists who be- 
friznded us, putting ws in the way of progress, at a time when Europeans 
came here to make as much out of the country and people as they could and 
leave—as great as David Hare, though unrecognised. He advocated the 
rights of the. natives. when the idea of native rights seemed Iudicyoua He 
was-the Robert Knight of the Anglo-Indian Press at its commencement, He 
wae Ue precursor of the pood and energetic spirits who have since from time 
ta, time endeavoured to set up a permanent machinery in Europe for keeping 
the world there informed of the true state of the East, 

“Mr, 4, G, Keene says that Ran) Mohan Roy cast [his religions reform] 
‘na form so tinctured with Unitarian Christianity that he was joined by a 
Missionary, the Rev. W. Adam ete, Caleuffa Review, No. CXXXVJ, April 
(875; article—RKeligion in India—p_ 209." 


Me, Adam's:connection with the Calcutta: Presa commenced most pro- 
bably about 1825. when Mr.. Janies Sutherland averted the suppression of 
the Bengal Chromicle by the Government by avowing the authorship of some 
offensive articles and engaging to discontinue his connection with the paper. 
On this condition the Bengal Chrenicie was permitted to continue, and 
Mr. Adam succeeded Mr. James- Sutherland as. editor, but he and the pro- 
ptietor could aot entirely agree, and he withdrew, In January 1827 
Mr. Adam started the Ca/entta Chronicle, and Mr. James Sutherland joined 
him 4s co-proprietor and co-cditor. The success: of the paper surpassed 
their most sanguine expectations, bul on account of some remarks on the 
question of Calcutta Stamp Act, Lord Combermere suppressed it. On 
this octusion the lollowing correspondence passed between him and the 
Government : 


To Ma. Witiiam ApAM aND Me. ViLUIERS HOLCROFT, 
| Proprietors ef the Calcutta Chronicle. 
Geveral Department + 
GENTLEMEN, Council Chamber, grxt May 1827. 
The general tenor of the contests of the Cufewte Chronicle having 
heen for some time past highly disrespectful to the Government and to the 
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Honourable the Court of Directors, and thut paper of the rth instant in 
particular comprising several paragraphs in direct violation of the Regula- 
tions regarding the press, | am directed to inform you, that the Right 
Honourable the Vice-President in Council has resolwed that the license 
granted to you on the 25th January last for the printing and publishing of 
the Calcutta Cironicle be caticelled, and it ie herehy cancelled accordingly 
trom the present date. 
[ am, Gentlemen, 
Your obedient servant. 
C. LUSHINGTON, 
Chicf Sreretary te the Government. 


CHarres Lusiincros, Esq,, 
Chief Secretary to the Government, 
Calratia, grist Afay 1827, 
Sin, 

I have the honour to acknowledye the receipt of your letter of this 
date, informing me that the ficence of the Cafewtia Chronicle is cancelled by 
the Right Honourable the Vice-President in Council. 

_ As hie Lordship in Council has not seen fit to indicate the partionfar 
articles or paragraphs that have brought upon me this heavy expresstan of 
bis displeasure, [aim wt a loss to know wherein my offence consists, what 
ate the violations of the Press Regulations to which his Lordship refers, or 
in what respects the general tenor of the paper liss bees considered as 
hiphly disrespectful! tothe Government, and to the Honourable the Court 
of Directors. 

I beg to:call to ‘the recollection ol his: Lordship im Cauneil, that the 
rules altached (9 the Press Regulations are expressly declared to impose no 
ksome restraints on the publication and discussion of any matters of 
general interest relating to European or Indian affairs, provided they are 
conducted with the temper and decorum which the Government has a right 
toexpect from those tiving under its protection; orither do they preclude 
individuals from offering, in a temperate and decorous manne, through the 
channel of the public newspapers or other periodical. works, their own views 
and sentiments relative te matters affeeting the interests of the commurity, 
With profound deference to his Lordship in Council, J beg to state, that in 
offering my sentiments relative to matters affecting the interests of tlie 
community, | am not conscious of laving transgressed the hounds hive 
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| beg respectfully to submit, for the consideration -of his Lordship in 
Council, that in every former case of suppression several previous admoni- 
tions have been given, whereas in the present case, although [am informed 
that the general tener of the contents of the Calenifa Chronicle has been 
considered lor some time past highly disrespectiul, yet the withdrawal of the 
licence is sudden and unexpected, and has not been preceded by any 
authoritative warning, to which it would have been at once my duly, my 
interest, end my inclination to attend, 

Knowing the difficalties and dangers that beset the path of-an Indian 
editar, | was originally Induced to allow my name to be sent in to Govern. 
ment in that character with extreme unwillingness, which was vanquished 
chiefly by the hope of being instrumental in saving from destruction the 
property of a poor man, vested In a paper that had incurred the displeasure 
of Government in that case, and subsequently encouraged ime to embark 
property on my own account ina similar concern: [ venture to hope that an 
engagement thus commenced for the benefit of another will not be terminated 
by the fiat of his Lordship in Council, to my great loss, without any premoni- 
tion for my guard and guidance. 

“Y have only to add, that should his Lordship in’ Council be pleased ts 
extend to me the same consideration which has been bestowed upon others 
in similar circumstances, it will be my earnest endeavour to avoid whatevze 
may appear likely to be deemed a violation of the Press Regulations, 

L have the honour to be, 
Sik, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Sv.) Wy, ADAM; 
Sole Proprietor of the -Cafentta Chronicle: 





To Ma. WILLIAM ADAM. 
General Department : Council Chamber, ist Fune 1827. 


Sik, 

Your letter of yesterday's date having been Isid before Government, 
Lam directed to inform you, that the Right Honourable the Vice-President in 
Council does not think it necessary to make any more specific reference to 
the objectionable passages contained in the Ca/enffa Chronicle of the agth 
ultimo than was done in my communication of yesterday 

2, | am desired to add that the remainder of your letter requires no 
other reply than that the warnings publicly given to other editors 
were sufbcient for your information, and that Government does not see fit to 
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accede to your application for permission to continue: the publication of the 
Calcutta Chronicle. i- 
lam, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Sp.) CC. LusHincTon, 
Chief Secretar? to Gerernment. 


In March 1829 the order-of the Court of Direetors repeating the prokibi- 
tion of the East India Company's servants connecting themselves in any way 
with the Indian Press reached Calcutta. For this prohibition Dr. John Grant of 
the Bengal Medical Establishment was obliged ta withdraw his connection with 
the /nvia Gasetty as Editor. He waa succeeded in the editorship of the 
paper by Mr. Adam, His management of the paper was thus described 
by Mr_ J, H. ‘Stocqueler, the founder of the Calcutta 2ugsisiman in the 
Calenifa Quarterly Magazine and Review of 1833. Mr. Stocqueler was then 
editing the Calcutta ‘foAn Guil — 

"From this period (i829) we must date an entire change in the conduct 
of the journal. From the receptacle of mirth, and the indifferent spectatar 
of local events, the /nata Gazette became the repertory of gravity, and the 
calm yet scrupulous and honest investigator ol every question of interest, 
present or remote, that could possibly be offered to the consideration of a 
community growing m extent and intelligence. Its mdefatigalile conductor 
dissatistied with the infrequency of publication which necessarily limniteth the 
sphere of his honourable exertions, converted the paper in January 1530, 
from o bi-weekly into a tri-weekly journal, amd in the following November, 
a4 the field of discussion widened, he ventured on the bold measure of issuing 
the Journal daily, still publishing the tri-weekiy edition for the convenience 
ol those whose means or inclinitions induced them to continue to jt a pre- 
ference. ‘The complete success of this proceeding may be deduced from the 
fact of the circulation of the paper having increased -cince November 1829 
upwards of 200 numbers. According to 4 statement which appeared in one 
af the numbers of the Seugal Hurkare for that month, the ‘nia Gazette 
circulated 450 copies; it now issues including its daily and in- -weekly editions 
not less than 568, in the following proportions, which we give, on unques 
tionable data, in order to show what classes afford the largest share of support 
lo a public journal ;— 

Civil Subscribers... 103 Religions Subscribers 





“a 3 
Military 4 rn $23 Miscellaneous: iss 173 
Medical =, «. §0 i ange copies... 46 
Mercantile Ty aay FY | —_—_—~ 


—————— re 
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“Out of this number, 373 copies are isied daily, and 195 tri-weekly, 
two thirds of which circulate at the Presidency, and the remainder go into 
the interior. 

“OF the character of the Judie Gasytte, standing as we do In the position. 
of competitors with it for public support, it i perhaps difficult for us to speak. 
With every disposition to be fair and candid in treating of a contemporary 
whose fairness and catdour constitute two of the most brilliant Jeatures in 
his editorial character we may still be unconsciously sedticed into delraction, 
or from the very fear of displaying that infirmity, indulge in extravagance of 
econiam. [tis human nature. 

 We-shall not therefore usurp the public proymce in this particular, bet 
éonten! ourselves with recording as'matier for history, and as evidence of 
the political and literary taste of the Anglo-Bengal Community: that the 
Jadia Gasette is ultra-radical in its politics;—that it enters largely upon 
the consideration of questions connected with the Government of the 
country, underterred by any fear of the displeasure of authority, or any 
‘anslety forthe ‘applause of the multitude —that ite hterary taste 4: severe, 
ite sources of intelligence mumerous, and ity mechanical "getting up” not 
inferior to the most: respertable London journals,” | 

Towards the end of 1833 Messrs. Mackintosh and Company, the 
Proprictors of the /ndia Gavette collapsed owing to general financial crash, and 
they were obliged to sell the paper to Dwarkanath Tagore, then one of the 
Proprietors of the Bengal Ffarkaru. The daily edition of the /ndia Gesette 
was amalgamated with the Bengal Hartary, but ite trieweekly cdition was 
continued under Mr. Adam's management during 1534. [nthe beginning 
of 1833 Mr. Adam was appointed by Lord William Bentinck Commissiover to 
report on the Vernacular Education in Bengal. 


The origin of Mr. Adam's iamous Reports on the Vernacular Education 
in Bengal is fully told in his following memorable correspondence with Lord 
William Bentinck — | 

From W. Apam, Esquire, to the Ricut Hon'sie Lorp Winitam 
CAVENDISH Bentincs, K.C.B.,G.C.H, Governor-General of /walta, dated 
Calcutta, the 2oth January, 1535. 

My Lorp.—At your Lordship's request, t have the honour to address 
you in. writing on the subject to which my recent tersonal communications 
with your Lordship have had principal reference. Having submitted a 
proposal to institute an inveshigation into the actual state of education im this 
country, with’a view to ullerior measures for its extension and improvement 
and the object of that proposal being approved by your Lordship, | have 
been instructed to descrihie the mode tn which the pian might be carried inte 
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effect, and to furnish an estimate of the monthly expense that would thereby 
be incurred. A brief reference to the considerations that tecommend the 
design is requisite to render those details intellipible. 

2 tie assumed that Government is desirous of encouraging education: 
amongst all classes of its subjects; whether Christians, Mahomedana, or 
Hindoos, as a means of improving their condition by a belter knowledge of 
the arts of fife that minister to human wants; of purifying and elevating 
their character by moral and intellectual instruction; and of qualifying. them 
al once to, appreciate (he benevolent intentions and salutary measures of 
Government, and to give to those measures the moral force derived from the 
<upport of an intelligent and instructed population. Without this mors! 
forces, which education only can create, Government, however benevolently 
administered, i= but the will of the strongest which finds no response where 
physical, power does not reach, and legislation, however wisely divised, is 
bot a dead letter, which repores in the statute: book, is barely enforced in 
the Courts, and out of them) je Inert and unknown. 

3 ‘Such being the understood objecta of Government in promoting 
education inthis country, the question arises—" What are the best meana fo 
be employed for that purpose #' Without disputing any of the answers that 
lave been of may be returned to this question, bhave ventured to suggest 
that a preliminary inquiry without which every scheme must want o found: 
ation to rest upon ie—" What is the actual state of- education amangst the 
various classes into which the population of the: country is divided" ? When the 
population of 2 country 1s homopenboiis; speaking the same language, pro- 
fessing the same religion, and having common interests, such am investigation 
might be the less necessary; but where the mare instructed portion of the 
popolation is separated from (the less instructed portion by difference of 
language, a> in Seotlsnd, by difference of language and religion, as in 
ireland; and by the further difference, ain India, caused by the relative 
position of Joreigners and fntives, conquerors and conquered, it is indispen- 
sable. In such cases itis only by a careful attempt to map the: moral and 
intellectual condition of a-people that we can anderstand either the ‘extent of 
their knowledge or of their ignorance, discover either what they possess or 
what they need, and adapt the means employed to the end we desire to 
accomplish. In a reeent investigation into the state of education in the 
Highlands of Scotland, it was proved that thousands could mat read, natives. 
of a country where it bad been proudly beasted that all were ‘educated, A 
similar investigation into the state of education in India may perhaps show, 
not that the people are less but that they sre more, instructed than we 
Suppose, and that they have institutions among them both for the purposes 
of common education and for the propagation of rather preservation of the 
dearning they possess, The institutions to which | refer will probably be 
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found defective in their organization, narrow and contracted in their aim, 
and destitute of any principle of extension and improvement; but of their 
existence the large body of literature im the country, the large hody of 
learned men who hand it down from age to age and the large proportion of 
the population that can read and write, are proofs: Of course, I do not 
mean to intimate (hat their existence has been hitherto unknown, but that 
their number, their eficiency, their resources and the possibitity of employing 
them as auxiliariés:in the promotion of education have not been- sufficiently 
considered: 

+ To whatever extent such institutions may exist, and in whatever 
condition they may be found, stationary, advancing, or retrograding, they 
present the only true and sure foundations on which any scheme of general! 
or national education can be established. We may deepen and extend the 
foundations, we may improve, enlarge and beautify the superstructure, but 
these ar¢ the foundations on which the building should be raised, All men, 
particularly uninstructed and half-instructed men, attach the same importance 

fo forme as to substance, and-as forms are merely conventional, it is desirable 

in the work of reform to disembarrass ourselves of apposition founded on the 
overtirow of ancient forme, and to enlist on our side the prepossessions-in 
favour of their continued use. Besides, there isa probabilily that those 
forms, if mot at the period of their origina) adoption, yet by long continued 
usage are suited to the manners, habits, and general character of the people 
whom we desire to benefit and that any other forms which we might seek to 
establish would in reality be less fitted to supply their place, All schemes 
for the improvement of education, therefore, to be efficient and permanent, 
ahould be based upon the existing institutions of the country, transmitted 
from time immemorial, familiar to the conceptions of the people, and j inapirs 

dng them with respect and veneration. To labour successfully for then, Wwe 
mist labour wifA them ; and to labour successfully mith them we must get 

them to labour willingly and intelligently wifi us. We must make them, 
in short, the instruments of their own improvement; and how can this be 
ies but by identifying ourselves and out improvements with them and 
their institutions ? To do this we must first- ascertain what those institutions 

are, their actual condition, and every Grcumstance connected with them that 
can be muds to contritute to the object in view. To make this important 
preliminary inquiry is the service for which | have offered myself to your 

Lordship. 

§ in obedience to-your Lorduhip’s orders, | have mow to state the 
manner in which 1 would propose that this service should be performed, 
There aré two descriptions of places with regard to which @ somewhat 
different mode of investigation will be necessary, vis., first, principal towns 
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or seats of learning, as Calcutta, Nuddea, Dacca, Moorshedabad ; secondly 
ilistricts, as Jessore, Midnaporée and Parneah. 

6. With regard to the former—Taking up my residence at one of the 
principal towns or seats of learning, | would, with the aid of my Pundit-and 
Moulavee and by friendly communication with the respectable inhabitants 
and learned men of the place, make an enumeration or lat of the varicas 
institutions for the promotion of education; classify them according to the 
denominations of which they may consist, whether Hindoos, Mahomedans, 
or Christians | public, private, charitable ; examine each institution of each 
class with the consent of the parties concerned, and make a memorindum 
on the spot of the number of the pupils; the nature and extent of the conrse 
ef instruction in science and learnimg, the resources of the tnafitution, 
whether public or private; if public, whether they appear to be efficiently 
and legitimately applied, the estimation in which the institution is held by 
the community to which it belongs, and the possibility or means of raising: 
the character and enlarging ‘the usefulness of any single institution, or of & 
whole class. Having exhausted the institutions of one class, | would pro- 
teed to another, and from that toa third, repeating the same process in 
each, until I had obtained a complete knowledge of the state of edutation 
in the whole town and neighbourhood, The memoranda thus taken down on 
the spot and at the instant, the fruits of personal knowledge and direct 
abservation, would supply the materials from which a full and methodical 
report would be furnished to Government. 

7. A somewhat different mode must be employed in investigating the 
state of education in a district where common schools and schools of learning 
are indiscriminately scattered overs large surface. Im that case, fixing my 
principal residence at the head station of the zillah, J would diverge from it 
in all directions to the extreme bounds of the district, passing one, two, 
three, or tnore days at ome plate, aceording as objects of investigation of 
the kind connected with my immediate duty presented themselves, entering 
freely into communication with parents, teachers, and pundits on that 
subject, examining schools, both common and leamed, and, as in the former 
case, making my memoranda al the time for future puidance in preparing a 
report, After having completed the range of one district, I would proceéd 
to another, until | had in this manner gone over the whole country assigned 
to my investipation. 

& The number and frequency of my teporis must depend the 
greater or less abundance of the materidle with which observation and 
inquiry may supply me J should commence my labours with the purpose of 
furnishing a separate report on the state of education in each principal town 
and in each district as soon as it has been examined, for there may be 
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Hircumstances connected with the state. of education in the town or district 
demanding arly attention either for the purpase of remedying what is evil, 
or encouraging what is good. It is also possible, however, that one district 
may be so entirely s picture of another. with reference to this particular 
subject, that a separate report. for each will be unnecessary. When | shall 
have gone the tour of a province, as of Bengal, Behar, Allahabad, or Agra, it 
would acem. proper that] should then furnish a:genera!l report, condensing 
the details of the previous district reports, confirming and amplifying or 
qualifying. and correcting the statements and opinions they contain by the 
results of more coniprebensive observation, and drawing those gencral 
conclusions which canbe safely grounded only on an extensive induction of 
particuliurs: A general report upon school books and books of instruction, 
or a Separate report upos those in each language, distinguishing those that 
are most useful, pointing out when Inbour and money have been misapplied, 
to prevent a recurrence of the same evil, and indicating the department of 
knowledge in which chiefly defects remain to be supplied, is also a dest- 
deratum. 

g. Iv will be lor your Lordship to determime the limits as to space and 
time within which this investigation isto be conducted, It may either be 
limited to the provinces of Bengal, Behar, and the two districts af Midnapore 
and Cuttack in Orissa subject to the Presidency of Fort William, or, 
according to the pleasure of your Lordship and the Home Authorities it may 
ie extended to the provinces subject to the Presidency of Agra.. The moral 
ard intellectua! condition of the latter is lesa fully and less accurately known 
than even that of the former. If experience shall show that the information 










collected regarding the Bengal and Agra Presidencies is useful, the enquiry 
might be extended to the other Presidencies. With regard to time, | have 


no other dafa to guide me than those whith are afforded by the fact that 
Dr. Francis Buchanan was appointed by the Government of the Marquis 
Wellesley to investigate the agricultural and commercial statistics af the 
provinces then subject to the Presidency of Fort William, and that, according 
to my information, he employed the years 1Bo5, 1806, and 1807 In his 
researches, Considéring the necessity and importance of care in authenticating, 
and deliberation in reporting, facts on the subject of education in this 
country; the difficulties which may be reckoned on in every new attempt; 
and the impossibility of travelling during the height of the rains im the 
plains of Bengal ; I do not-anticipate that less time will be occupied im wy 
inquiries, if they are directed to be extended over the same space. 

ro, Ihave next to furnish an estimate of the expense that will be 
incurred in carrying this design into effect. Since your Lordship has requir- 
ed me to include In thie estimate the sum requisite for my personal 


266 BENGAL» PAST & PRESENT, 





remuneration, whieh I should Have gladly ieft) entirely to your Lordship's 
detision, | trust my suggestion on this head will be viewed with indulgonce. 
I do not offer to engage in this undertaking merely for the sake of a live- 
likood, but support and provision for my family is one of the objects to which 
it ig my duty to look, and when | mention to your Lordship. that for the lust 
six years | have had a net-salary of Rupees 700 per month, for the discharge 
of what certainly were laboriods but quiet and sedentary ‘dulies, your 
Lordship will probably nat think me unreasonable if | propose the same 
monthly sum as my personal remuneration for duties still more laborious, 
since they will exact both much bodily toil and considerable mental. activity. 
If your Lordship, considering the importance of the duties tobe discharged, 
and the responsibility of thy agent to be employed, that | am offering to 
the use of Government the knowledge and experience of mature age.and 
the results of 17 years’ residence and studies tn India, that f shall devote 
my undivided attention to the duty with which | may be charged—and that 
Task ahd expect no pension and have no other resource whatever; if, 
coneideting these things, your Lordship should think the aum | have men: 
tioned too Jow for my personal, remuneration, | shall be thankful for any 
addition which your Lordship may deem proper, 

ta. The other prmcipal items in the estimate consist of the estaljliah- 
ment | must maintain and my travelling expetses, Finding it difficult to tix 
these in my own case, [ sought to ascertain from the Civil Auditor's Office 
the amount of Dr, Buchanan's allowances, and | have learned that.a sum of 
440 Sicca Rupees was allowed him for establishment alone. This for me is 
unnecessarily large, und I have reduced it to the following scale -— 


One Maulavi. se a .. Sa Rupees bo 
One learned Brahmun re rf ao 30 
One Writer or Copyiat - — S 46 
One Duftry at'S, Stationery. #2 _ " 40. 
Two Hurkernus, at 6 ‘ 7 z 12 
Two Burkundazes, at 8 -- t6 


Total Sa..Rupees 218 

have not ascertained what were Dr, Buchanan's travelling expenses, 

but tt ts probable that they were included in his personal allowance, which 
was Stcoea Rupees 1,300 per month, Estimating my travelling expenses 
separately, and incliding under that item boat hire, palkee and palkee- 
bearers, tent and khalasees, extra pay oO personal servants, and small 
presents for the encouragement of deserying teachers and students, | do not 
iter: that the whole can be Jesa than 200 Rupees per month. [ should 
oprehend that my travelling expenses during eight or nine months of the 
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year will) rather exceed than fall short of that sum; but on the other hand, 
although I shall be frequently, I shall not be always, on the move, and the 
saving at one time will balance the deficit at another, Ih regard both to 
establishment and travelling expenses, | avow that | write in considerable 
uncertainty of what is really necessary for the efficient performance of the 
service, and itis quite a¢ probable that in ¢ome respects [ may: have over- 
rated as in others that I have underrated tho expense ¢ bat | trust your Lord. 
ship will be satisfied that, upon the whole, T have kept within moderate limits 

According to this estimate the total monthly expense, consisting of personal 
allowance, establishment, and travelling expenses, will be Sicea Rapees t\115 
per month, [submit the whole to the correction which your Lordship’s better 
$nformation may supply, and have the honor to be your Lordship's most obe- 


dient and moat humble servant- 
| W, ADAM, 


P, $—Since writing paragraphg, [ have had reason to believe that 
there is some mistake in the particular years assigned to Dr. Buchanan's 
survey, which did nut end but commenced In 1507. " 

| vA 


Minute sy His Excenency tHe GOVERNOR GENERAL. 
Dated Calcutta, the 20th Fanuary, 185. 

As It now seems an universally admitted axiom that education and the 
knowledge to be imparted by It can alone effect the moral regeneration of 
India, nothing need be sail in support of this principle, Nor will it be 
necessary here to advert to the various questions connected with education, 
which at present occupy the public mind, as to the particular languages to be 
cultivated, and to he adopted in the transaction of public business, or upon 
the vatious other stibjects connected with public instraction, becatise all these 
questions will, | prestime, al a very early period, come before Council from 
the General Education Committee. 

But there ts one very material fact still wanting to be known, the actual 
state of Native education, that is, of thal which ia carried on, as It. probably 
haz been for centuries, entirely under Native management. This informa- 
tion, which Government ouglit of any fate to possess, regards a wwost 
important part of the slatistics of India, A true estimate of the Native mind 
and fapacity cannol well be formed without it. But at this lime, when the 

‘establishment of education’ upon the largest and most useful basis iv 
become the object of nniversa! enticitucde, | is essential to ascertain, in the 
fist instance the number and descriptions of the Schools and Colleges in the 
Molussil: the extent to whith Instruction is carried; the knowledge and 
selentés laught in them; the means by which they are supported, with all 
the particulars relating to their original fowndation; and. their past and 
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present prosperity, The same enquiry will point out the dreary space, H any, 
where the human mind is abandoned to entire neglect, think jt very likely 
that the interference of Government with education, as with most of the other 
Native Institutions with which we have too often 20 mischievously meddled, 
might do moch more harm than good, Still it behoves-us to have the whole 
case before us, becanse it is possible that the aid of Government, If Inter- 
ference be carefully excluded, might be very usefully applied, and very 
gratefully received, and a: still more important end might be: attainable, of 
making their institutions subsidiary and conducive lo any improved general 
system, which it may be hereafter thought proper to establish, 

While writing this paper, there has passed, iti circulation, a letter fram 
the Government of Fort St. George, transmitting a report from the Board 
of Public Instruction at that Presidency, upon the present state of the 
Government Schools. 

lcalleet from this document, that in 1823 there existed in the Madras 
Territories no less than 12,498 Institutions for education, supported partly 
by the endowment of Native Princes, but chiefly by the voluntary contribu. 
tions of the people. In addition to these, the Government of Madras have 
established 14 Collectorate and 67 Telizildares Schools, The annual expense 
is stated to be Rupees 24,920. | donot know when the Government intro. 
duced this measure; but if it took place in 1823, ae | conjecture, a sum, 
amounting to between twenty and thirty Lhousand pounds, seems lo have heen) 
very needlessly expended. |  - 

The report describes these Government Schools to liave been a failure, 
owing, in greal measure, to the inefficiency of the teachers, in consequence 
of their being badly paid and badly selected; to the want of a due 
superintendence on the part of the local functionarles, under whom they 
were planed; and, as is sald in paragraph to, to errors'in their original 
formation. Avreform is proposed, in which will be found many judicious 
suggestions, the principal of which and ane the best entitled to altention is 
the improving and strengthening the Central Presidency Institution. With 
respect to the Collectorate and Tehsildaree Schools, it appears to me that 
nore has been attempted than was practicable, and that it. would have. been 
much better to have established a few good institutions, with well-appointed 
teachers of every kind, confined perhaps to the six* preat divisions into wiich 
the Madras Presidency is formed, where instruction of 4 superior order might 
have been obtained, and ta which Natives. of all ranks and classes would 


have gladly had recourse, asin the case of the Hindoo College, for the higher 
education which Is there afforded. = a9 





* Presidency, Southern Division, Mysore, Oude [pic] Districts Northnrs Circars, Masuligatann, 
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it All languages and sciences, and, without any further effort on the part of 
the Government, true knowledge must have gradually made its way. 

It is not my intention To: make any proposition in relation to this Report, 
becatee it will be, of course, transmitted to the General Education Committee 
ior their retiarks and suggestions. 

Upon the expediency of possessing the existing state-of instruction 
throughout our territories, there cannot, ! think, be 4 doubt; and the point 
for consideration seems to be as to the mode of obtaining it, whether by 
calling apon'the local functionaries for a report of all institutions within their 
districts, of to employ, as in England, a special deputation for the purpose. 
The first: mode would be attended with no expense, but we could not, expect 
from it that fullness of information and accuracy of detail which could lead to 
any safe condlusion or practical result. 

Nothing but a-close insight Into these institutions, and an énguiry into 
the feelings of the people themselves, which cannot be made directly by 
official authority with any prospect of success, and without exciting distrust, 
could eliclt the information and/all the data requisite for any tuture measure. 
The importance of the subject would well deserve the exclusive time and 
attention of a commission composed of the ablest of our servanis: but 
neither men nor movey adequate to the purpose could art this moment be 
conveniently spared. 

tam of opinion; however, that by a deputation can the object be alone 
accomplished, There happens to be an individual, peculiarly qualified for 
this undertaking, Mk. Apam. This gentleman came to India Seventeen 
years ago as a Missionary, and has latterly been the Editor of the fudia 
Gaaetie. With considerable ability be possesses great industry and a high 
character for integrity. His knowledge of the languages, and his hahits of 
intercourse with the Natives, give bim peculiar advantages for such an 
enquity, The paper which he drew up at my request will better show than 
anything | can say the correct views with which he is disposed to undertake 
duch & commission, and the remuneration he proposes appears within reason- 
able limits. His report upon any one sillah 6r eeetion of the territory would 
enable the Government at once to determine whether the task wis well exe- 
cuted, and the information obtained worth the charge incurred for it. [| should 
think thal two ar perhaps three years woulll more than complete the enquiry, 
because, the net-work of the institutions of one or more zillahs being as- 
certained, it i4 probable that there would be found so much similarity in the 
general outline as motto make necessary a particular enquiry into the 
details of every 2illah, and the Commissioner, being always in communica 
tion with the Jocal Officers, need aftera period confine his examination to 
those institutions which might be remarkable for some peculiar distinction. 


From ‘these would have naturally gone forth Teachers of the best kinds 
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If the Council agree in this recommendation, | would propose that 
Ma, W, AbaM be selected for this duty, with a consolidated allowance of 
Rupees 1,000 for all expenses, with the exception of travelling charges, for 
which he should make a separate bill upen henor. 

W. BeENTINCK. 
I concur entirely in the above proposition 
H. Bint. 
A. Ross. 
W, MORISON 


In 1862 Mr.. Henry Woodrow, one of the ablest Directors of Public 
Instruction of Bengal, published Afacan/ay's Minutes on Enucation in India 
written in the years 1835, 1536 and 187. 1 quote the following from pages 
9 to to of the same which contain Macaulay's remarks on Mr. Adum's 
Report. Macaulay was then Presidentof the General Committee of Public 
Instruction »— 

“Mr. Macaulay formally gives his assent to the amended Instroctions 
issued to Mr. Adam, who was appointed by the Supreme Government to 
report on the state of Vernacular Education in Bengal. More than a quarter 
of a century has elapsed since Mr. Adam was instructed to prepare his 
roports, which he executed in so Jul! and exhaustive a manner thal they 
continue to be the best sketches of the state of Vernacular Education that have 
been submitted to the public. 

“On the 24th March, 1835, Macaulay writes: — 

“T agree with Mr, Sutherland* jn thinking that Mr. Adam cannot at 
present be more usefully employed than im digesting such information on 
the qabject ‘Of Native Education, as may be contained in reports formerly 
made.” (Bookt £. page 99.) 

“Mr. Adam in bis third Report, p: 2; when reviewing the progress of 
his enquiry, says, ‘My. appointment by the Governor General in Council is 
dated! g2nd January, 1835, placihg me under the orders of ‘the General Com- 
mittee of Public Instruction, whose instructions J reveived dated 7th March, 
On the Sth of April, | obtained the authority of the Committee before 
proceeding into the interior of the country, to report the amount of informa- 
tion in existing publications end official documents on the subject of Native 
Education in Bengal, andsuchareport was accordingly submitted to the 
Committee on the rst of July following and aftecwania printed by order 





* Sir, Jumes Charixs Colebrooke Sutherland waa than Sece to the Geren Corns 
Pabtic laatractin, a sine 


t The ‘busines: Of the Gebers] Corminities of Public fowttuction waa ching conducted 
minute-booke whee Muceniay was its President. : oF 
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of Government.” On this first Report of Mr. Adam; Macaulay writes as 
follows — _- 

“Though Mr, Adam has been directed to correspond with the General 
Committee, | do not conceive that it was the intention of the Government ol 
India to throw on our funds any part of the expense of his inquiries, The 
printing of any reports which he may make, the cost of collecting any works 
which may illustrate the state of lhe vernacular literature, are matters quite 
extrinsic-to the putpesc’ to which our funds ore devoted, Of course the 
Government which has ordered him to report, will give the necessary orders 
aliout his report. Weave only to transmit it to the Seeretary in the 
General Department with our opinion of its merits. I have not time at 
present to inspect it. But | have no doubt from what I know of Mr Adan, 
that it deserves the eulogy of the Secretary;""—(Book E page 128.)  igth 
July 1835. 

“Second Report of Afr. Adam—We are much indebted to Mr. Suther- 
land for his excellent abstract of Mir; Adam's Report, which those gentlemen 
who have not time to go through the original. will find very. useful. 

"Lam serptiaed to see that in the district, (Rajshah!) to which the repert 
refers, a great majority of the people are Mahomedans. Surely this is an 
exception to the general state of things in Bengal. Hf so, it would seem 
desirable that Mr. Adam shoulil mext explore some distriet in which the 
Hindoo population decidedly predominates. But on this question | submit 
my judgment to that of genthemen who possess more local experience. 

“The report is excellent, and does great credit to Mr. Adam, Dapprove 
of al) Mr. Sutherland's propositions except the last. Every grant of money 
ought, in my opinion, to be postponed, until we know precisely the amount 
of the sum it our dispoua!l. If we cannotafford 50 Rs a month far the schoo! 
at Subathoo, we certainly cannot afford 100 Rupees a month for that-at 
Bauleah—{Book J. page 47.) 7th January, 1836, 

““Mfr, Adam's Second Report, Afacauiay's plan for promoting Varna- 
cular Education. —I have read with much interest. Mr. Shakespear's® ‘minute 
on Mr. Adam's valuable Report. | am a little inclined (o doubt, however, 
whether we are at present ripe for any extensive practical measures which 
he recommends. 

"Tdo not see how we can either make the present teachers of elementary 
knowledge more competent, or supply their place as yet with fitter men. 
The evil is one which time only can remedy. Qur schools are nurseries of 
School-miasters for the next peneration. 


©The Hon'ble Henry Shakespest wee them a Member of the General Commitee al Pohile 
tmtroction. He wee screed by Maceslay an Predidett af the Geerral Committee of Public 


tnstraction In Decamber 1834. 
9 
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“If we can taise ip a class of educated Bengalees, they will naturally, 
and without any violent change, displace by degrees the present. inc : 
teachwfs. As lo edurating the Schoo)-masters who are already estsbinbed, 
I quite agree with Mi. Shakespear in thinking that plan chimerical, As to 
sending others, at present we cannot doit if we would, 1 doubt whether 
we haye the men, and Jam sure. that we have not the money. 

“ What Mr, Shakespear recommends as to books | highly approve. But 
az to stipends [ cannot agree with him. But T will not argue that question 
till some distinct proposition is made. | 

"T would adopt Mr. Shakespear's proposition: about the Madrasa at 
Kusba Bagha. As lo the endowments mentioned in the report, pages 45, 45, 
I do not think that it would be worth while to take any step respecting them. 
There is something so extravagantly absurd in hereditary professorships that 
we Ought not to express any wish to have them revived. Of course W a 
man has a4 legal right to a professorship by inheritance, he ought to obtain: 
it. But that is no business of ours) We can interfere only as a board of 
public instruction, and for purposes of public instruction, such professorships 
are evidently useless. 

“Tama little amused to chstrve that Mr. Adam who, in page 45, 
laments the discontinuance of four of these endowments and says that. the 
revival of them would ‘give “an important impulse to learning in the district,” 
tells us in page 42 that two of these endowments are etill continued. And 
what is '' the impulse which they-give to learning?’ ‘ The present holders” 
says he “are both mere grammarians, in ho way distinguished amony their 
brethren for tilents and acquirements.. It may be inferred that the endow- 
ments were made for the encouragement of learning only from the fact 
that the learned teachers are the incumbents.” 

‘Here are six endowments of the same sort. Two are continued, and 
Mr.. Adam acknowledges: that they. are mere jobs. But if the other four 
were revived, an immense inipulae would be given to learning. | am forced 
to say that | do not very clearly see how Mr. Adam has arrived at this 
conclusion.” 





Ss, C. SANIAL, 


Che Secretarp’s (Motes. 





Ww the present number, volume eight of Bényal Past & Prevent tx 

* ‘completed: Indexes to volumes seven and eight are in preparation 
aul will be supplied to the members of the Calcutta Historical Society and 
other subscribers of the journal alan carly date. 


Amoog the literary remains of Dr Sambhu Chandra Mookerjec, I have 
found the following letters of Bankim Chandra. Chatterjee—the greatest 
Bengali. writer and novelist of the present times—addressed to Dr. Mookerjee. 
They afford, perhaps, the best material for the psycholegical study of the 
man of genius of Bengal, and their peculiar interest lice in the fact that they 
were addressed to a kindred epirit like him, Just asin the domain of Bengali 
literature and language Bankim Chandra exercised a suvereipy influence, ao in 
the sphere of Anglo-Native literature Dr. Mookerjee had a paramount voice. 
In these letters the great Bengalee remarkably shows himself. 


GERHAMPORE, 
The 14th March, (i872), 
My¥ DEAR SiR, 

| am’ very happy to acknowledge your favour of the rth. You are 
mistaken in considering mea stranger; I claim the honor of being acquaint- 
ed with you; we have met more than once. 

I scarcely know how to thank you for the many fime things you are kind 
enough to say of me, But as | know that my obligations to you in this 

respect are of long standing, I will mot seek to diminish their weight by a 
tardy return of thanks. 

I wish you every sucess in your project.* | have myself projected a 
Bengali Magazine+ with the object of making it the medium of communication 
and sympathy between the educated and the uneducated classes. You 
rightly say that the English for good or for evil has beconie our vernacular ; 





® [niS72 Dr Sambhu Chandra Mookerjee revived his Mowkerjer’s Magurlar and asked 
Bankim Chandra to help bim with coniributidns, The fit serles cf Movberper') Megazine 
contained eo!y few eumbery and were published from January to May 0562. 

¢ The celebrated Bangs Darckana whore appearance in 1872 marked on epoch be the hitory 
of Bangall litereture Ine effect was We that of the Zdisdurgh Zeview, The learning ol the sew 
journal, lis tulent, its spirit, ita writing were all new. | 
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and this tends daily to widen, the gulf between the higher and the lower 
ranks of Bengali Society, This | think is not exactly what it ought to be ; 
I think that we ought fe disanglizise ourselves, so to speak, to a certain 
extent, and fo speak tothe masses in the language which they understand, 
I therefore project a Bengali Magazine. But this is only half the work we 
have to do. No purely vernacular organ can completely represent the 
Bengali culture of the day, Just as we ought to address ourselves to the 
masses of our own race and country, we have also to make ourselves intelly- 
gible to the other Indian races, and to the governing race. There is no hope 
for [vdia until the Bengali ry the Panjali understand and influence each 
other, and can bring their joint influence to bear upon the Englishman. This 
can be done only through the medium of ‘the English, and | gladly welcome 
your projected periodical, But [| have thought it necessary to give you my 
ideas on the Subject of an Anglo-Bengali literature at length, because you 
will find me singing to a different tune on other occasions, on the principle 
that each side Of a question must be put in ite strongest light, specially when 
wé have to fight against a popular one, | 

After this; f need not tell you that | ehall not want im inclinalion to co- 
operate with you, and if my literary services are worth enlisting on your 
side, they are at your disposal. If is troe | am likely to be alittle over: 
worked at present, owing, not to my Jiterary engagements, bul to a redettion 
io the momber of officers at our Station, but | will nevertheless make lime 
both for your Magazine and mine. And if it be worthwhile to insert my 
name in your list of contributors | have no objection to your doing #9. 

Hoping Ue will hnd you all serene, | ami, 
MY DEAK SIR, 
Yours truly 
Bankin CH. CHATTER! 


RERHAMPORE, 
March oror9. 
My DEAR Sir, 

Many thanks for you kind offer of assistance in regard to my journal. 
Such 2 co-adjutor 3s yourself would be invaluable, and if men fike you took 
an interest in it, there can be no doubt that] shall succeed, 

For the English Magazine, can undertake to supply youu with novels, 
tales, sketches and equiks. [can also take up political questions, as your 
wish. Malicious fortune has made me a-sort of jack of all teades and |: can. 
turn tip any kind of work, from transcendental metaphysics to verse. «making. 
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The quality of course you can't expect to be superior, but I will do all f can 
for you. The Novel is to me the most difficult work of all, as it requires a 
good deal of time and undivided altention to elaborate the conception and 
to subordinate the incidents and characters to the central idea, 

[ do not approve of Tara Prasad's* suggestion that the Magazine? should 
be @ quarterly. 1! prefer monthly publication. 

{don't think of going to Calcutta till the rains, or till at feast it is a 
little cooler and Railway travellmg becomes possible, When | do go how- 
ever P yall make ita point to call upon ‘yon, 

Hoping this will find you all serene, [am 
Yours truly, 
Bangin Cy. Cuatreryy 


BERHAMPORE, 
MV DEAR SHAMBHL, MAD TSR® 

I don’t see why we should ‘Babu each other. Pray, call mo plain 
Bavkim in future, 

‘Many thanks for your kind opinion of my poriodical.. | was rather dis. 
appointed to find that the Pafricf{ contained no review of it, specially as | 
had tequested my publisher to send oul presentation copies to no Editors 
‘except yourself. My publisher$ has not | find strictly acted up to my wishes. 

My pot-bellied reviewer|| comes out strong under the ‘disguise of an 
anonymous correspondent—as he did on previous occasions when he had 
to review my books. On this occasion however it is possible that the writer 
is a Pentitine correspondent, for the review has very much the appearance «I 
having been written by some lad who lias yet his Entrance Examination test 
to pass, You will hardly find it worthy of being replied to tn the columns af 
the Petriot, but nevertheless [ lave asked my publisher to send yoy the 


*® Saby Tare Prosad! Chatterjee way one of Bankim Chandra's collaboruteurs of the Reape 
Derciana. He wai an able writnr both in Englich aml Bengalee mod eras a reputed member af thie 

( Mooterjert Megerine (second series) was pelther monthly nor quarterly, Only ter numbers 
used to appeor ins year, [1 wes stopped by the end. of 1376, when Dr. Mookerjee wan called 
away by Hie Highness the Maharajs Bir Chandra Deb Munickya Bahadur of Independent Tippariih 
to bo his Mintater.dssocute, 

t The Nimda Metrist De Sambhu Chandra Moukerjes wee xbont this time a very frequent 
contributor of the Miade Patio, and moet of the reyliws which appeared in the paper abost tie 
time were written by hire, Batts Kristo Dae a) wan then the nezpansilita edtiter of the paper. 

{ Bobo Brajemmthaly Basu, a Native Christian, wha Kel a press mt & Peepulpoity Lang, 
Bhawenipur, Coleutta. He printed and pulllahid the Banga Dorcheme for the Grit yenr 

‘ Lavshnatn's Paadit Duarks Nauk Vidyabhuaass, the farms elitr of i bene lit Bengal 


a 
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paper, if only to enable you to teach the Editor a lecture on the impropriety 
of admitting silly communications which disgrace journalism. 

You can hardly cateh me tripping inthe matter of that treacle of mine 
apainst Anglicism, 1 was prudent enough lo make 3 salvo In the case of 
people who take up your ground. I have carefully distinguished between 
the case of those who speak to Indio at largeand the ruling Caste and that 
of those. who address their own race only.. And you may remember I 
warned you that you will find me singing to another tune on the ground that 
one must place, always try to place, his view of a question in the strongest 
light, if he wants to pursnade. 

Your remarks on the getting of the Banya Darsana, | have communicat- 
ed to the manager, He must improve. Poor Dinabandhu® is not responsible 
for that feeble article-on our costume. It was from another celebrity, whom 
| was obliged to humour. 

When do you bring out your firstissue? I have gol the prospectus. I 
hope to commence a tale in your Magazine, as:soon as | get my contributors: 
to work in earnest. | hope to be m time for your second issue. Pray, try to 
enlist Raj Krisna Mukerjee M.A.,t of the High Court Barone of or most 
promising young men. Babu Gooroo Churan Dass, Depy, Magistrate may be 
of use to you, if you ask him. No more space, 

Yours very truly, 
B. C. CHATTERTEE. 


BERHAMPUR, 


Fuly 22-72. 
My Dear SAMBHU, > Wesmuit’ d 


So you are gut at last! First of all | congratulate you on your excellent 
petting up. 1 have not yet gone through all the articles, but I have skipped 
over them all, ani what | have read Jeaves mo doubt i my mind that the 
Megazine will be a success. | am speciully glad of the eloquent tribute of 
affection you pay to my lamented friend Girish... Was Behari's! orthography is 





*'Ral Dinabandho Mitra Bahadur, the greatest homonrom writer of Bengal Bankim 
Chandra became his biographer after his death, 

¢ 40 July 1879 he enterrd the zervice of the Hongal Government as ite Bengali Transtaten, 

3 The firer article in the secom series of Mookerjer's Mayasine was headed A Great Indias bus 
a Geographical Afistady by the Editor, Dr. Sanihha Chandra Mooherjec: Girish Chandra Ghoih 
the founder of the Aiea Patriat and the Seagiler newspapers of Calcutta was one of the best 
English welters smomgihe Yodians, His Life and writings have been recently published by his 
grandson, Bay Manmathanath Ghosh. .§ 

‘ Aobe Rash Behari Baw, o Member of the Provinci 
first cumber ol Moakerjee's Magazine (second series) an ar 


al Executive Service, contributed in. the 


Je un the datiquitiet of Frsore-frware- 
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disgraceful, «. g- Jashahar for Jaschar, Protap for Pratap &c. He makes 
alsa some ludicrous mista) 





kes and cites the afayfyaetag for the Betal Panchisi. 
Raidyanath! is a very well article. "Infant Marriages’? is mot worthy of the 
Rev. K. M. Banerji: The article on Lobb? is I believe by Ashutosh Mukarji— 
is it not ? So far as Ihave read, it seemed very clever, Why ia the single 
epigram from the Sanskrit? headed “Epigrams?”’ The Epigram itself does 
not seem to me to bein any way Epigrammatic, but then itt written by 2 
live Raja, and the tithe may, like charity, cover a multitude of sina- 
Rajendra's article® is of course superb. | wish he had given us more of it, 
‘And your squibon Tobacco" is also capital. I wish you would jo on as you 
have begun. | 

I suppose you continue to get my Magazine. If so, | don’t think it will 
be necessary bo send you anothercopy in exchange for’ yours. 
 havenot forgotten: my promise to contribute my little mite lo ‘your 
Magazine, Trusting this will find you: all hale and hearty, 
| I amy 

Yours sincerely, 
Bankim Cu. CHATTER. 


BERHAMPORE, 
Supt. g-72: 
My Dear SAMBHU, : 
Kindly excuse the long delay which has taken place in replying lo you. 
At first come thing or other made me put off the reply—and then came 4 
long and serious illness, from whieh | have just been freed. 





" This tofers to the serial article entitled A Visit fe Baidyanath begun in the fit oumber of 
Mosleejee") Masasine (cond series) by Babu Bholanath Chandra, the well-known author of the 
Trtvels of @ Hinduy 

* The correct headiig of the articie contritmted by the Rev. Kriahna Mohan Banerjes in the 
first-nomber of Movherjevs Mageaine (second sores} ie fnfautior Marriages in Inds. 

" This refers to the article. on Afr. Lodd on thw Caleutio Unieeresty by @ frrauduate of tte 
Cofcutt: University who waa the fate Babu. Asutoth Mukherjee, the fmt Promtkand Roychand 
acholar. ol the Calcutta University. 

* Inthe same number appeared an Epigram an [Vom 's £iay by the late Maharaja Siz Jotendra 
Moban Tagore Bahadur with the besling Eipirams feos the Sonatelt. “The plural wmmber indi: 
cated that more epigramta by the seme “jive Raja" wrauld appust giadually in Mfoiberjer's Mage 
sia, and a4 acmatior of fact, mare epigrate did mppear iv the journal 

This refers W the azticle om Tae Himer in Fadia In the same number of the Magazine 
enniributed by tle well-known Dr Rajitedralala Mitra. In this article the learned Dhoctoe. refutes 
ln his owe iniminohle way, Weber's theary that Valmiki borrowed his theme of the Namayong. 
frou: Homer. It is really a masterly contribation, 

This refers to Dr. Movkerjecs article On Tetarcy and Seroding. He was dimoelf a veteran 
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| would have redcemed my promise and coritributed my humble mite to 
your Maga[zine] bat for my illness. All brain-work i¢ prohibited to me at 
present, so much so that T have been obliged to make over my own 
Maga{zine] to a friend, pro tem. 

By the way 1s your second issue out ?* [fancy not. If ¢o you are sadly 
wanting in punctuality. Of course you never promised punctuality, but 
restricted your engagements to ten issues in the year. But still you are 
lagging behind. 

| assure you |-do not deservée—at least have long ceased to deserve— 
your compliments on my gallantry, | see you have not forgiven my trané- 
gressions I yet hope you will. 

The Observer’ is hard upon you. As you are able to hold your own 
against the Odserver, | wish you won't waste breath on the subject. 

I never read the Bengal Times 24 What-did he say # 

Trusting this will find you all hale. 

lan 
Yours sincerely, 
Bankim CH, CHATTER II. 


BeRHAMPORE, 
Sepir, ay-72 
My DEAR SAMBHU, 

l have been unable (o write to you in acknowledgment of your second 
number, which is really splendid. | have liked almost all the articles—that on 
Nuddea* speciaily.  Oviparous Genesis “4—ovidently by Rajendra—ts alsa 
fret rate.. I have had a relapse.and am stil! unable to do my usual amount of 
work. Will you be in town during the holidays 2 


Yours sincerely, 
Bankilt CH. CHATTERYI, 





@ The secand number af Meoberjice's Nugecine appeared in September ySrz 
‘The well-known Anglo-lnvtian, weekly of Caleutta, Fhe fredfice Chirceer which war started by 
‘Mc. Charlie ‘Tawney, Sir Alfred Croft, Sir Honey Cotton, R. MH. Wilson, LiCol, RD. Osborne 
and others in February 1871. 
i Thy Beegel Times of Dac edited by Mr. EC, Kemp. On the partitiin of Hames! it Peele 
* This refies to the article on Tiv Antigntty and /mportonee of Aides and the Higley of (hi 
Sanbett PhilcaapAy i 1. The Schoo! of Loghe: by Paadit Madhava Chores Sarna, Deputy Imppactar 


* This article was signed Mirmanvus who was Dr, Rajendralalia Mitra 
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BERHAMPUR 
| 2dth December [1d'7a). 
My Dear SHamauv, 

Really you take me by surprise, Were you my debtor? That is a lucky 
discovery. I-thougtit it was 1 who had lagged behind in the matter of corres- 
*pondence. Now that you confess yourself to be in the wrong. | hold myself 
entitled to read you a lecture. That intellectual treat | reserve fora fulijre 
occasion. 

Ashu of Chooa has been defaming me. In the frst place Idon’t keep 
qrood Health, though | always did justice to the sweetmeals and other non- 
eatables manufactured at Choos. In the second place I have been doing 
right loyal/service to the State by trying to fill its coffers, so that it may 
rebuild the Jagur barracks and indulge in other magnilicenl pastimes, to 
the edification of the tax-paying public. What the devil do niggers want 
their money for? they had better pay im thetr all at the Government 
‘Treasuries, and Government will do them an immense dea! of good by 
érecting uninhabitable barracks and by abolishing slavery in Zanzibar. You 
see my work is genuine philanthrophy. The luxury of [illegible] people for 
their own good! [am afraid you outsiders don't appreciate it. 

Mookerjee is getting on so splendidly that 1 thought such little assistance 
as | could render was nol needed, But since you wish that even the coarse 
and scentless Diatare should bloom in your Naendana (excuse poctical 
flights) by the side of the Mandera and the Partjata, why, you shall be 
satisfied, Now, let me know what! shall write. Stories? But you seem to 
have enough of them, and one serial story like Bhubaneswari* is enough for 
one Maga[zine]: Shall it bea review? [ won't take up politics, because 
then | would be sure to rouse the indignation of Anglo-Saxonian against 
Mookerjee. That is why Banga Darsan has so little of politics in it. Shall 
I send you light sketchy things which shall be neither flesh nor fish nor ted 
herring? Do you want nonsense? | can manufacture that precious com- 
modity ad £edifuwe. 

One should think from the lengthy apology you tack to your note that 
you have been falsely accusing me of murder, robbery and rape. You only 
said wise and good things, and | don't see that needed an apology. 

When do you issue your next? By the end of January | suppose? 
Trusting this will find [you] as jolly as ever, 

I am, 
Yours sincerely, 
BankimM Ci, CHATTER]I. 
© This eters to [he serial article on Sloshunevhevee ot the Fini Hindw Widow by Babu Rash 
Behari Bare which commenced (lo the October mumberol Mowkerfre“s Mayarine of t8ga. 


rk: 
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BeERHAMPUR, 
The 5th Fauwvary—7}- 
MY DEAR SHAMBHU, 
A happy New Year to you and to your maga[zinej. 
| am engaged in writing something for you. Indeed it is ready, and 
it sould have gone before this, but lam obliged to wait a little lor one or 
two books I find it necessary to refer to. 
If you are issuing your next in the middle of January, why, I must wait 
for your next issue, | | 
Pray don't insert that bit of confession! anywhere. Campbell and 
Bernard? know enough of me to be able to identify this penitent at once. 
Not that they would hang me if they did, but it would pot be all agreeable, 
My ‘story (the one intended for Mukerji) shall wait til] Bhubaneswari 
chooses to leave the coast clear, though | certainly don't wité lor such a 
consummation. 
Trusting this will find you all serene. 
| am, 
your sincerely, 
Bankim Cy, CHATTERJ!. 


BERHAMPUR, 
The soth Fany. [71973] 
My Dear SHAMBHU, 


There are three good libraries in Berhampur, and | have got the books 
| wanted, but have been unable to make the use of them | intended from 
[want] of time, [ have been busy writing the Banga Darsan for Falgun. 
Ll have therefore been unable to finish my paper intended for Mookerjec. 
It does not matter, however: for if | waited to finish il, tt might grow too 
bulky for your maga{zine}]: | thereforesend you the paper® as itis, rather 
incomplete, but still ina readable shape. I hope you will acceptit. I you 
do, | will try to serid you another instalment and complete my plan, 

| have been obliged to send you the rough draft asa matter of course— 
rather Lough work for the printer, as I write the worst hand in the world. 
Tam afraid ] must ask you to send me a proof, if you admit the article. 








i The relers to the article on Thu Confessions of 4 Youny Beagal by Bankim Chandra 
Chatterjee publlahed in the December number of Moukerjer's Mayasing of 1872. “The publication, 
it seems, took place, notwithutanding the author's unwillingness ta see his article In. print. 

' Sis George Campbell, theo Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal and his Secretary, Mr. 

" This refers to Bankim Chandra’y article on The Stwily of Hinds Philowphy by BoC. C. 
publisbed jn the May number of Moolrrjer's Magaring of 1873, 
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Nor have 1? been able to revise the paper carefully—so if you can make 
time, may carefully look over the grammar, about which | don't. pretend to 
be overcareful, Some small critics, white of course, have been carping at 
the grammar of your mapafzine.] 

[ have to thank you for a-copy of your pamphlet, so kindly sent to me. 
Of course the "The Prince in India’ 2 sot new to me, though! never had 
an opportunity of reading it through, | am doing so now. 

When do you bring out your next No. ? 

Trusting this will find you all serene. 

I am, 
Yours sincerely, 
Bankim CH. CHATTERJEE. 


BERHAMPUR, 
february 6-72, (2877). 


MY DEAR SHAMBHU, 

| am sorry | have disappointed you. But it is so mach easier to write 
4 serious essay than things which go inder the name of Zégif literature, that 
the temptation was strong upon a hard worked poor devil like me. If you dis- 
like the paper T'sent you, you can consign it to your rubbish basket, I will 
take the earliest opportunity of sending you something more to your liking, 
but that earliest oppurtunity may not altogether be an early one: 

Every European with Lord Northbrook’s candour and wide sympathies 
will say what he said about .Woekerjer. The critics | spoke of are of that 
class wake are impatient of anything Bengali which ts good; and their 
‘criticism does nol go beyond the debateable points of grammar, #4 you can 
see in the English weeklies. You ¢an afford to despise these critics, but then 
that ia no'reason why 1, who am conscious of my weakness, should not take 
care. 

Inever had mote things on my hand than I have just-gow, Trusting 
this will find you more [ree to enjoy lile:than your humble collaborateur. 


[ am, 
yours sincerely, 
Bankilt CH, CHATTER]. 





+ ia Pringy fa india amd te fndia by an fadian, A Memorial af HOR. HW. The Duke af 
Edindwrgh's Vit te India, efe,, dy Somihe Chaedre Mubhcpadigapa, Calentia, 1F 77. 
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_—BERRAMPUR, 
The 16th March [1873] 
My DEAR SAMBHU, 
| have received only the latter hall of the proof! and this I received 
only yesterday evening. The other half | have not yet received. The post 
is very regular with me, so pray don’t abuse it. | will send you the proof 
back as soon as L receive the whole. 1 eee the printer has: made glonous 
work out of my delicate caligraphy. It is lost labour to.ask me to write 
legibly. You may as well preach to the winds. 
More hereafter. [am rather fidgetting just now, 
Youre sincerely 
BAnkmM Cu. CHATTERJIL. 


Editors Office, Berhampur, 
The (Not dated.] 17:" 
My Dear Mirza SHAMBHU CHANDRA, 

The story about my illness was a pure fiction. The gentlemen who 
gave it out in the papers managed also to send news of my death to my 
house at Kantalpara.? The announcement in the Aaleethahar Patejha* ol 
my illness was intended merely to create belie! In| the report of my death 
gent to my relatives, this being supposed an excellent way of punishing o 
man for his literary opinion.° 

| wisli there were the same amount of truth in the news of yerr illness 
—which you yourself give. But as you have got nil of it, we will not 
discuss the question further, | 

" Shawkari Jawlpawo"® (am I right in the orthography ?} is a capital 
fellow, and wish | could “emetet' not only his orthography, but also his 
preat good sense and his exquisite English. And I am grateful to the 
naughty fellow for making room for poor" Bankim” m the same para with 





This refers to the prool of Bankimi Chandra’ article on py Study of Hise: Piifionddy 
referred to already. . 

® ‘This lettor wae most probably written in June 1674. 

* Near Naihati Statioo, Eastern Bengal State Railway, where Bankin Chande was born and 
where hts socestral house is aituated. 

© Tiw HaliohoAap Pofriin. woe Started in Calcutta. in pito as o monthly by # resident cf Hale 
saber, Village in the Twenty-four Parganas. In 1879 0 became weekly. 

* inthe Bonga Darshan Bankim Chandra ased to review critically, and often severely. the 
current literature of Bengal, By this he offended some pecpile. 

* This efars to the correspondence headed What Ap itould not ke by Stevtare Jaulpoon 
published In the June ammber ol Moekerjee'y Magaetny of 1873. 


fHE SECRETARY'S NOTES, 283 
yourself and that deaf“ Sabhaung.” May the shadow of that orthographica! 
prodigy never grow less! | 

! ought to have told you that your last double number! was the best 
you have issued—the best—so far as I know which the "head-eater’? of 
any magazme—has succeeded issuing in India—almost all the articles were 
very good,—the Bride of Shambhu Das? exquisite, The article on Com: 
merce* | read with avidity—is Bhola Nath Chunder the writer? The design. 
af the Avatar? was well conceived—but it is easily seen that your engraver 
is not first-rate. 

Mr. De's* review of fipegey is rather of the faint praise and civil «neer 
type. The reviewer 14 evidently the editor hitiwelf, who grossly contradicts 
comme statements he made in an article he contributed to the Calcutta Review 
a few years ago. R. C, Dutt’ writes to me that fie intends reviewing the 
book in the Patrsat. Will your head-Eatership condescend to cat my head in 
Mookerjee? An exquisite critic in the Som Prakask®*—Pot Belly himself for 
aught | know—pronounces the book unreadable, and the author ay unmitigated 
dunce. “This is high praise, Praise from such a quarter would have damned 
the book. 

That promised second part of Hindu Philosophy isa Frankenatien which 
would tall me. To make it worthy of your maga[zine] | must go through s 
fearful amount of tough reading, which to an indifferent Sanskrit echolar and 
hard-worked man like myself would be dreadful. Besides | have exhausted 
whst I had to say about the SawaAya in an article in the Coléwtta Review 
and a series of articles in the Banga Darshan—and the Saxkiya is the only 
‘system which | have nade anything like a study. What I intend to give you— 
if you will take it—is a sketch of Sankaracharya's influenceon Hindu thought 





+ That tt Number IX & X published togerher ss a double nmbor in Jone 1873. 

© Aead-ater le a poe for Editor. 

"This refers to the poem of Thr Bride of Shambandos, A late of Pingal began by Ram 
‘Sharma (Bate Nategopal Ghoah who ie «ill living at Baranagar) in the june combee ol 
Mesheriee's Magazine of 1873. 

* This refers to vhe serial article on A Pode for the Commrcr ded Marufectures*ef fedia by 
Baly Bhole Nath Chandya, the well-kniew author of Ive Terecls of t Hina, began in the same 
fumiher-of the Juurmal: | 

© This refers to tho Frontispiece illustrstion called A Modern eater published in the sane 
laane oF the Journal This wiea caricature of on inrident uf Sir George Canrpbell’s Lieutenant. 
Governorship of Bengal, The moilert Arefir (Incarnation ol God) was, of course, Sir George 
himecif. . . 

* The refers to. the review of Sika Dribeha published hy the Revoreml Lal Behari De j= ily 
monthiy journal-calied the Bengal Magerine. . 

* Mr, Romesh Chandra Duet of the [Indian Clyil Service, the well-known author. 

* The well-known Bengales woekly, Sum Fratesh, edited by Pundit Dwarkanath Vidye. 
thushan, 


ri 
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as an illustration. Even for this, you must give me time. In the meantime, if 
a sketch or a squib be not unacceptable to you, | will send you some alter the 
holidays: 1 don't suppose I will show my sweet face fo your longing eyes 
during the holidays, for I have yot another-lover here to attend to—the glorious: 
Road Cess. | am too fond of him to leave him even for a fortnight, especially 
inthis his lingering old.age. But this is spinning &@ fearfully long yarn— 
and | must close, 
Yours very sincerely, 
BANKIM CH. CHATTERJI. 


BERHAMPUR, 
The 27th Novr. [ 7873) 
My Dear Suameny, 

I just drop a line to give my thanks to the Amateur Homeopath*—who 
| know is no other than the “Head-Ester" himself, By the bye—why don't 
we seeanore of that “Gret geneus the Shaukari Jawlpawn,” 

] cannot congratulate you on your frontispiecet this time. | am no 
admirer of Sir George Canrpbell, but I think it was due to yourself that you 
should not descend to Georgy Baba” and "George Pir,” though I don't 
Gbject to Georgy Natu." It is folly in nie—your junior both in years and 
in teputation,—to attempt Lo dictate to you in matters of taste, but it seems to- 
my humble judgment that caricatures like "Georgy Baba,"' ete,, though good 
for my frend of Amnta Bazar [Patriéa), suit ill the taste and: breeding of 
our best literary magazine. Hut a truce to preaching. 

lam growing very fond of the Aeranid His sketches are exquisite. 

Trusting this will find you in the full swing of enjoyment in this enjoy- 
ing season, | am 
Yours sincerely 
Bankim Cu, CHATTERIL, 


Dr. Sambliu Chandra Mookerjee dered to write the liography of his 
great literary precepter, Harish Chandra Mookerjee, the immortal! editor of 





© Iy Nember XII] (October t875) of Mooberjee's Magasine, a cocrespondent—An AmatzoR 
Homtorarn who ls oo other than Of, Mookerjee—teriewed Bankim Chantra’s novel, Biskha 
Brikiks. Fe nae atten on Phone etties Sf Bankim Chandira's who did mot like hie writings. 

Published in the October number of Mocdorjert Magazine of 1873 and called 4 Phontar 
aera. 

¢ This refers ta the seria) article called Rewintscencer of a Keran’s Life ty Rai Bahadur 


aces at Ht crested eemnation Ir the offical world and almost deprived its anihot of 
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the Hindu Patriot and collected ample material for this work. But he never. 
succeeded in finishing this biography. tna note-book of 1862 he commenced 
the work and the fragment I publish below -— 





“The traveller in the East india Railway after passing Pundooah’ must 
have‘one time or other been roused from his reveries hy the train suddenly 
stopping and a fellow crying “Mamaree;" ““Mamarce?' Within six miles 
of the Railway station of Mamaree, in the District of Burdwan, Jie the welle 
known and respectable village of Sreedhurpore. In that village lived a 
Koolin Brahmin, Lackeenarain Mookerjee, honored by the genealopists and 
the people, par excellence on account of his birth, with the proud appellation 
of " Luckheenarayan Seela” or Luckheenarayan the god. A Aoo/in Brahmin 
is tempted te unfold the details of Koolinism, but out of respect for thr taste 
of his: readers he will forbear and content himself with simply stating that 
there are four principal sections of the Rawrce Xeolins of Bengal, that the 
mection called Phoelay is popularly deemed the chief of these four, that 
Luckheenarayan belonged to Piev/ay,‘and that he waa descended from one 
of the great chiels of Pheelay. The Koolins, besides, are divided in two 
classes which: | would designate the real and the nominal ones. Aa long ws 
Koolins marry in the preseribed families they presérve their rank: hut when 
4 Koolin descends to any ol the outsider-familles, he ceases to be a Kootin 
real and becomes & Koolin nominal, fe. be will be degraded and ex¢omnnni- 
cated from his class, and treated with contempt by it, and his tight to inter- 
matry with it-wil be ao more. He will be sure beheld. in. very. great: 
respect by the outstde-families, the non-Koolins, who will deem themselves 
honoured by [being] connected with him by marriage, for it 4 these latter 
who, bycfiers of lands, money, presents and pension, tempt, and often 
successfully, the Koolina real to sacrifice their rank and exalt their tempbers 
by matrying in Ubeir families. But his children will receive less honor than 
himself, and their children still less-and_so on, till alter the fourth generation, 
all taint of Koolinism will disappear from the escutcheon of the family, and it 
will be mingled, undistinguished with the mass of the unillustrious Brahmins. 

“Lockheenarayan, the reader might have presumed, was a Koolin real. 
He had eleven sons, namely, Beersingha, Shodazhib, Bholanath, Kasinath, 
Ramkanto, Bissonath, Kaliprosaud, Dabeeprosaud and three others whose 
namics are not mentioned, having died early. 


“Debeeprosaud had a son named Ranmdhone, Ramdhone forteited his 
position and became a Koolin nominal by marrying in the outside (Bunsaja) 
family of.,....... For what reason he has voluntarily degraded himself is not 
known, The cause which ordinarily induces Koolins to do so js the prospect 


_ re U tee| | 





of good living acting upon extreme poverty which is almost invariably the 
Koolins' lot. A Koolin teal gets little or nothing by his marriage, Gene- 
rally a boy and a girl ofa family are exchanged with a boy anda girl of 
another, A Koolin cea! therefore scarcely ever marries more than two wives 
But a Koolin nominal's marriage isa speculation, and never a vain epecula- 
tion, and consequently the number of his marriages is restricted metely by 
his capacity. {tis a popular notion that Koolinism is the cause of poligamy 
in this country, The notion, like all popular notions, is too sweeping and 
does injustice to the real Koolims. It is only the Koolins nominal who 
courted and importuned and bribed by the @satajfar, the non-Keolins to 
matry their daughters, and unfettered by any obligation to keep, marry many 
wives, It is not uncommon for Koolins nominal to marry so many as a dover 
or two dozen wives. 





“It is therefore somewhat surprizing and nota lilile creditable to his 
temperance, that Ramdhoneé married only four wives first at Ooterparsh, next 
at a place near his native village, then ditta, and lastly ut Bhowanipore in the 
southern suburbs of Calcutta, made subsequently immortal by his son. By 
his first he had one daughter and four sons, Anando Chandra, Rajchunder, 
Rajkiahore, Koylaschunder. They were all writers in the Military Auditor 
General's. Office at Calcutta. Annando Chandm, who died at 44 or a5 years 
of age, had asalary of Rs. 80 per mensem and had considerable inflvence fp 
the Office in eo much that he introduced in it @ lange humber of friends, 
relatives and dependents. After office he went to the Fort where he worked 
from y to § P.M on a monthly salary of Rs Bo. On Saturday evening he 
went to Chinsurah and worked every Sunday at the Depot there for Rs. So 
permonth. Rajchunder:recetved Re. Go and died at-about the same age as 
his elder brother. Rajkishore, who d# thr only one of the brothers who is 
living,* isan Auditor.on Rs. 200, and was assistant to the subject. of this 
Memoir. Koylas Chunder, who died so’early as of, was remarkably hand- 
some and received Rs, 25 per month. 


"By his second wife Ramdlone had two sons, Srecram and Mooktarani, 
both writers in the family office, the one on Rs. 60 pay and the other [on] Rs. 
100, When he was 36 years of age, he married in the fiumily of the well-known 
Mokerjees [Chatterjecs] of Bhowanipore and was ever aflerwards aitached to 
hits new wife who, be it said to her husband's credit, was, both in regard to. ming 
and to, pit a most worthy woman. She was tlie grand daughter by daughter's 
side ol... ....-Mookerjee. The Mookerjees [(Chiatterjees] of Bhowanipore ate 





* Dr. Sambhu Chandra Mooherjee began this sketch. in (S62 
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obviously from the joint influence of good birth and good means, one of the mast 
respectable families in and around Calcutta, and were formerly enviably re- 
sourced. Ramdhone’s wile altera hoary-headed custom in this country lived with 
the Mookerjees [Chatterjees}. The custom to which | allude isthe congrega- 
tion and sticking of Kinsmen real or supposed, of all degrees round the man who 
is—f cannot say rich or even tolerably well citcumstaneed—but audacious 
endugh to eat his own bréad, whether it he gained by the sweat of his own 
brow or be the result of the sweat of his ancestors. To. an Kuropean it 
would be inconceivable how daiiglitere and granddaughters. and grand. 
daughters’ husbands and granddaughters’ children and) what not ‘besides. 
lived together a bazar of haman beings and preyed so ably and entirely on 
the resources of a single man, He might learn however that we Bengallees 
Seem to have made % vow never to work if we can any way help, and conse- 
quently we think it nothing wrong to make any one disposed to work for and 
support us. Consequently Bengallee families are simply large masses of 
men, united by a ¢light and often times of little bond of relationship anda 
strong bond of the fellow fee ling of idlers, incubating filth and misama and 
nausea and pestilence, creating noise, if not dissensions, deteriorating morals, 
confirming the idle in his idleness and making the industrious despontient- 
men who will refuse to be warned by the dwindling tesources of thelr chief 
orby the crumbling house whereof they are almost literally pigeons, , but 
cling on ta the end, till starvation separates them—but, alas! fails to rouse 
them to work—they; as if with the unerring. Instinct of brutes seek another 
chief! 


The firat fruit of Ramdhone's marriage at Bhowanipore was Haran ol 
whom I shall have occasion to speak at large—the second and last the 
subject of this’ memoir. 


CHAPTER WU. 
BIRTH AND EntrcaTion. 


Goldsmith has truly observed in. his Life of Prior that the Life of a 
literary man seldom presents incidents of interest. But if the life ofa literary 
man of Europe is so barren. how much tire sa muxt be the life of Bengallee, 
[ have often deplored the want of Blography in Bengal, but have been con. 
sole) by the reflection that the very want of incidents in our life makes 
biography impossible. The question put by the indignant mariner in the 
fable, how did your father die? ly for obvious reason, never put by one 
Bengalles to another, Every Bengaliee lives and dies exactly like the rest of 
his country[menj. No spirit of adventure of of philanthropy or af commerce 
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or of Curiosity ever tempts anyone to end any one's existence in a sandy 
desert or an sninhablted isle or at the hands of ferocious savages. The 
Bengallee rarely leaves his ancestral shed, still rarer the village of his birth, 
Nay it requires a vast exertion on his patt to desert the falling house ol his 
ancestors, It is easy to Imagine therefore how uninteresting must prove 
the narrative of the life of one Bengallee to another. No donbt the life of 
any Bengaliee, without distinction, written with fidelity cannot fail to be 
interesting to a European for the simple reason of its being a novelty to 
him as the picture of a state of society and of existence unconceived by him: 
But to a Bengallee who is himself running the course finished by the subject 
of the hook before him it must necessarily be dull. The life of the Bengallee 
literary man whom | propose to recall to the reader is no exception, [t im. 
proves in want of incidents on the life of the literary Englishman im the 
‘same proportion as the life of an ordinary Bengallee ts uninteresting compared 
to that of an ordinary Englishman, He never travelled. He was poor, and 
in spite of his high rank as 8 Brahmin, and of his being one of Nature's 
patricians, was a pleblan.. He never came in. social contact with the greal 
He was indeed a politician, but one whose existence was tmrecognized in 
the State, He never influenced any event by his position. He wasa clerk, 
and the life of a clerk is if possible oven poorer in incidents than thatof® 
literary man. But becanse poor in incidents lis life need not prove unin« 
teresting. Indeed his life is replete with the highest interest for both Natives 
and Europeans: But! will not be impradent enough to vindicate my wsser 
tion by facts lest 1 thereby dispel the reader's curiosity In the following 
pages. 











On the,.....November 1825 (Bengallee date 13th Agrahan t291) Murris 
Chunder Mookerjee was born in the old (ancient) howse of the Mookerjees 
[Chatterjees|] at Bhowanipore in the Southern Suburbs of Calcutta. As he is 
recently deceased, the reader probably expects the account of his younper years 
will, unlike that of ancient heroes, be ampic. He is mistaken, As Biopvaphyis 
unknown in Bengal, as especially nobody could foresee Hurris’ colebrity in 
ape when he was young, and.as, more especially, none of those.amidst whom 
he grew imagined that another Mookerjee will write his life and towards 
ihat object piirsve then with enquiries, as, lastly, those who are best able to 
enlighten can never be induced to doso from am ideal which they ate 
possessed, of the irrelevancy of serious enquiries regariling the childhood of 
any man, far less of Harris, who in their eyes was only a successful Aeranee 








'WktbinbAa = ate of Harish Chaodrs nt 
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who was reputed to write English well, the notices of the childhood of 
Hurris must necessarily be meagre. All 1 have been able to learn is that 
from his birth till his fifth or sixth year he was of a wery sickly constitution, 
but that he soon after became perfeetly lealthy, atrong and robust in so much 
that he afterwards could raise a weight of 2 maunds and in age he was the 
envy ofall;who knew him. When his position in the family of the Mookerjees 
(Chatterjees| is considered |t will at once be pereeive:l that he was not bor 
with a silver spoon in his month. But in justice to the noble family it mast 
‘be confessed he was not born miserable: He was respectably fed and clad. 
But that, farther than this, he was not properly tiken care of is the conse- 
quence Of our domestic. system. Where there are 6g many children it is 
impossible for each to be singly taken care of particularly well. Hurris 
naturally formed a compotent part ol the mass ol urchine seen in (he house 
af every respectable Bengallee who pags. their time in swearing, cursing, 
calling names, crying, mischief-making, and, for want of regular cantrol 
eceasionally being beaten. Of course In the liouse of every native of wealth 
there isa necessary member in the Goercomehasay or teacher of children 
who teaches arithmetic, letter-writing and indifferent morals: Hurris along 
with the other children was of conrs placed) under th: Gevroemoharay. 
What-progress he made is not reported, but it may be assumed that the man 
who alterwards. mastered the philosophy oi Germany was not long in ac 
quiring all the ttle lore the Govregmwharay had to impart. One thing is 
cettain, Unlike the tun of the English-educated natives, who are deficient 
in the most rudimentary knowledge of their vernacular, Hurtis knew Bengallee, 
specially the Bengallee of the Gogreomehasay and of the Courts. If he 
neglicted his education under the Goorgomohasay, he was too much absorbed 
in alter-life with his English-studies to have time fnr Bengallee. [Afere the 
Fragment ends] | 





Th. Sambha Chandra Moakerjee projected aii annotated edition of 
Seir Mufagherin, the invaluable history of Bengal written by Nawab 
Gholam Hossein of the Nizamat Family of Moorshidabad. While Dewan ot 
the last Nawab Nazim, Faridoo Jah Bahadur, he collected many Interesting 
hitherto unknown facta and took them dawn i in one af his note-books for hia con- 
templated edition of Ser. Howand why the capital of Bengal was transferred 
from Dacea to Moorshidahad during Aurungrebe's reiga is not Known ag yet. 
The story is thus told in one of the historical notes left hy the Doetor — 


"This Prince [Mirza Azim Osan] held the important government of 
Bengal and Behar [during the last days of Aurangzebe, hie grand-father.] 
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Ae such he was second in resources and power to the Emperor himsell_ 
Yet the Bengal newspapers did not scruple !o expese him: He was not a 
bad «pecimen of a Moge) Prince, but he had his foibles, as who has not? 
and these were scized by the atgus eye of the journalists of the day. His 
Highness certainly harboured views of succession to the throne, like the rest 


of his family; and it was, | believe, with that ebject that be set himselfte 


cultivate the people. But in procuring the good will of ihe Hindu subjects 
of the Empire, he went to lengths which could not fail to displease the 
‘Mussulmans. For lic actually celebrated the Hindu Festival of the Spring 
with the appropriate red powder and red liquid. This was an abomination 
to the Sunni bigot on the throne, as the ruler of Bengal well knew, and it 
was Azim Oshan's interest to keep his Hindu proclivities out of his stern 
grand-father’s notice, He was so far successful in this that no formal com. 
plaints from the orthodox Mussalman community in these Provinces reached 
the imperial cars. But that did not prevent the Emperor knowing of his 
grandson's vagaries. The Press did its duty, without fear or favour, lt wae 
through the newspapers that Aurungzebe learnt the truth. 


" Another more serious foible of the prince wus his avarice, He would 
make money at any cost. This left him a prey to evil advisers and sycophants 
who served their own purposes by pandering to the prince’s weakness. 
Under such advice he essayed to add ta his functions of the ruler the 
character of the chief merchant in the country. He began with nionopolising 
all the seaborne imports and vending them to retailers, This was a hardship 
fo the foreigners, chiefly Europeans, as well as to the people of the whole 
empire, and must have stopped the external commerce of the country, He 
established agents at all the ports to biy tp the foreign cargoes cheap, to 
be afterwards disposed of by other agents to the best advantage to merchants 
and traders for circulation throughout the land. The Europeans and Arme- 
nians who wete the importers were threatened with the loss of their oceu: 
pation, but they found complaining to the Viceroy useless and they dared 
not appeal to the Emperor. Luckily, there was in the rudimentary Press: 
an Indirect but effectual check even on satraps of the Blood Imperial, Again 
the. journalists did their duty. The historians do nat quote the words of the 
newspapers. [ presume they allowed themselves no comments, [et was 
enough to publish the news, and explain the system to which the Viceroy 
pave the name of Souda-2-Khash—commetce in special—as distinguished 
from Sowda-e-am—conimerce in general. Historians ever that Aurungrebe 
learnt of the innovation not from the official reporta of his SewanaAnigery 
but from the newspapers. He immediately took steps for its discontinuance. 
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On this double provocation, His Majesty wrote with his own hand to his 
grandson, commenting with bitter sarcasm on his vagaries. A yellow turban 
and saffron-coloured garments iil became a beard of forty-mx years’ growth, 
said the grave grandsire, Az for Azim Oshan’s fiscal reform, it was indeed 
Souda-e-thas but only in the sense of persomal trsanify rather than pardi- 
cular commerce. 





“Under the Mogul Constitution in India, the revenue administration of 
the country was kept separate from the functions of maintaining military 
possession and preserving civil order, The theory was to leave these in 
different hands, and so they were left in the palmy days of the Empire. Il 
latterly, from time to time, they became centred in the same hands, the 
offices and occupations themselves were always kept distinct, and there was 
4 persistent tendency to their separation into several officers. One was the 
Nazim or Subadar, the Lieutenant of the Emperor, the Governor. The other 
was the Imperial Dewan or the Chief Fiscal or Revenue administrator. Thus, 
when Azim Oshan was appointed Nazim of these Provinces, the Dewanship 
Was given to an experienced officer of Hindu extraction converted to. Islam, 
by name Jafer Khan, under the tithe of Moorshed Kuli Khan. The capital 
of Bengal was then Dacca, where they both resided am! worked. 


“Under the influences of poor human nature, the two offices were singularly 
well calculated to come into collision, Nor did the characters of the officers 
afford the least guarantee of mutual good understanding, The Viceroy was 
2 Prince of the Blood, grandson of the Emperor, presumably a middleaged 
imperial scapegrace who had not yet sown all his wild oats, surrounded by 
Aatterers, and in whom the latitadinarianism of the House of Timour was 
barely kept under by fear of his austere grandsire.. The Dewan was an 
abstemious bigot, careful of his pence and pence of the state, who regarded an 
arory for governing Bengal a costly luxury which could well be dispensed with. 
Moorstied Kuli Khan waa always treading on the Prince's corns unawares. 
He insisted gn reduction of establishments in order that he might send an 
ample tribute frOm the Province to Delhi. The Prince saw that the dignity 
and def/af of his government was being continually shorn by this beggarly 
fiscal. His demands for money were frequently refused. Meanwhile, the 
vieeregal court became the resort of disappointed soldiers of fortune, 
ambitious officers in the army, and dismissed officials in the: civil service. 
Rowdies and desperadoes surrounded him at all times and poisoned bis mind, 
already prepared by his own grievances, against Moorshed Kuli, untill the 
Dewan’s presence as well as office became hateful to him. At last, Azim 


i4 





Oshan, under the influence of his: entourage, descended to o cs WR 
against the faithful Moorshed’s lile. One morning as he was proceed 

pay his respects to the Prince at the Poshtah as usual, in his palki. RA 7 
by & meéagre retinue, he was stopped on the way by en ill.meaning crowd on - 
pretence of demanding their pay, His guards showed funk, but the Dewan, = 
who was no poltroon, at once descended trom his velucle.and drew Ins. sword. 
Unprepared for such a prompt exhibition of pluck, the rascals slunk away and 
dispersed, but not before the Dewan had recognized the leader Abdul Wabed, a 
who commanded:a favoured corps. Moorshed Kuli entered his palki and 
pursued his journey to the Poshtah and, presenting himself direct before 
Azim Oshan sitting in Durbar, reproached him for his BOSH AR ay in Fe- 

sorting to such undethand measures for compassing ay one's deatl—in the = 
present case the death of a good seryant, and challenged him to single 

eombat there and then as the more honorable way of killing. The Ponce 

was confounded. He, of course, denitd his complicity in the altempt, Hf any 

had been made. But Moorshed urged that without superior countenance 

nobody could veriture upon such am impertinence as to stop the Imperial 

Dewan in his passage or to meditate hiy destruction. The Prince could only 

feebly insist on his innocence and mutter his wonder and indignation at what 

had happened. The Dewan did not wait but went straight to the chancellery 

and summoning Abdul Wahed, gave him-an order for the arrears due to his 

corps, and disbanded it. He now returned to his private residence and thence 

he wrote to the Emperor fortifying his complaint by a narrative signed and 

sealed by several public officers. Then in anticipation of sanction, and with- 

out the courtesy of a farewell salaam to the Prince, he removed himeell and 

his office, with all the revenue records and establishments, to a line village 

or township on the Bhagirathi, not far from its confluence with the Ganges, 

which, first as the seat of the Dewan and the Dewani, and afterwards as the 

capital, became famous under the name of Moorshedabad. 











"The Viceroy doubtless did not neglect to report to the Emperor, retmark- 

ing on the unaccountable hallucination under which one day, all of a 
sudden, the eccentric Dewan, of his own imstance, tmemoved the imperial 
exchequer and all the valuable records af generations of the most important 
Provinces of the Empire, to no body knows where! All to no purpose, 
however. Moorshed Kuli Khan's explanation must have been an able one 
and satisfactory enough, His character for veracity and probity supported 
it. And if anythmg was wanted to complete the favourable impression, 
that was supplied by the Press which was noted for its truth. No doubt 
the newspapers had hefore given some hints atleast of the state of things 
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in Bengal, andthe strained relations between the two Chicks of the ‘state, 
Andnow they must have been foll of the strange culmination, nét only 
going into the: origin and particulars’ Of the famoits quarrel but, also infor- 
tomg the whole country af the great administrative coup, the change of venye 
othe Dewani and the whole Revenue Department, in detail, The end of 
it all was not only creditable to the Press and the Dewan, bat also honourable 
tothe Empire, Aurungzebe sanctioned the removal. supported his servant, 
and net only rebuked his grandson threatening with (he severest punishment 
it ahair of his Dewan or an atom of his property were touched, but withdrew 
him Irom Dacca, bidding him to fix his residence at Patna. The ¥irtwal 
Government of Bengal was subsequently given to Moorslied Kuli. 
‘Placed in full charge of Bengal, in both the Nizamat and the Dewani 
the civil povernment and the revenue administration-Moorshed applied his 
y Whole energies and all the powers of his mind to juatify the extraordinary 
confidence resposed on him by the Emperor, He attained the highest 
success and reaped its full reward from the justice of Aurungzebe. His 
thief solicitude was-to acquire as large a surplus revenue as possible, which 
he religiously transmitted to Delhi.. He held a great state ceremonial on 
the day of transmitting the treasure from Bengal once s year. The convoy 
was marched under a military escort with music playing and banners fiying. 
The despateh waz notified in the yal pazettes and newspapers, inttmating 
the route to be followed, so es to warn the Governors and authorities on the 
way to facilitate the passage of the Bengal Tribute and take measures 
for its protection.” 


| have received the following from Mr. C. J. Lumsden, one of the meme 
“Date of Suraj-a-dowlah's birth."—How does the following extract on 

the above subject strike you? It relates to the death of Suraj-u-dowlah after 
he had been captured by the brother (ste) of Meer. faflir, upon information 
“A. D. 0757, July:—The following morning his [Suraj-u-dowlah’s) 

: mangled remains were placed on an elephant and exposed througheyt the 
City, when they were finally conveyed to the tomb of Aliverdi Khan and there 
interred. The populace beheld the procession with awe, consternation and 
the Soldiery, having no longer a choice between two masters, submitted quietly 
to Meer Jafir Khan. Thus perished Suraj-u-dawlah in the zoth year of his 
age, and the 15th month’ of his reign: a prince whose short career was 
connected in a most important manner with the British Interests kn India, both 
for good: and evil," Aistory of the Rise and Progress of the Bengal Army by 


294 BENGAL: PAST & PRESENT 





Capt. Arthur Broome, Bengal Artillery, Vol. 1, page 156 This works the year 
of his birth out to #737.” 





But Captain Broome does nol give any authority for his statement, and trom 
the way in which he puta the matter, it seems to me thal he never seriouily 
enquired tnto the question of the time of Seraj-nd-dowla’s hirth, but took off- 
hand probably what he found written by his predecessors. Iam inclined to 
believe on the authority—and he is the only authority available—of Nawab 
Gholam Hossein Khan, the author of Seir Afutagherin,, who was himsell 4 
relative of Nawab Siraj-ud-dowla, that the latter was born about 1739 and must 
have been about 28 or 29 years old at the time when he was murdered. Herice 
in 1753 when Nawab Aliverdi Khan placed him on the Afusmud as ‘his suc- 
cessor, he could not have been a lad of 15 years, but must have been some 
years older, that is, about 23 or ag years old. And the fact that he left some 
children belore his murder and was accused of immoral practices by both Eng- 
lish and Native historians, denotes a degree of physical development which could 
tiardly be expected if he had been only zo years old at the time of his assassi- 
nation. Neither Gholam Hossain or Stewart says that Seraj-ud-dowla was 15 
years old when Aliverdi Khan declared him to be his successor in 1753. 


Robert Orme makes Seraj-ud-dowla ‘a youth of seventeen years” in 
1753 (vide his History of the Military Transactions of the British Nation i 
/ndoostan, (Madras reprint, Vol. 1, p, 47), but he does not give any authority 
for the same. And itt Is’ wellknown that his statements about the Nizamat 
Family of Moorshidabad are very Inaccurate. Macaulay makes Seraj-nd- 
dowila "a youth under twenty years of age” in-1756. Then who is responsible 
for making Seraj-ud-dowla @ tripling of Bfteen in 1953? 


ANENT this interesting subject, | have recerved the fallowing valuable note 
from Khan Bahadur Dewan Fuzl Rubbee of Moorshidabad : 

“With reference ta your note in pages 198 to tyo in Bengal Past and 
Present, Val, Vill for January to March to14 regarding Serajuddowlah's date 
of birth and name, 1 beg to send you my note and geneological Table on the 
subject for your information. It may be jdesin in the next issue of your 
journal. 

' Sirajud-Daylah was first called by the mame of Mirza Muhammed. 
When Ali Wardi Khan became the Subahdar of Bengal, Behar and Orissa, 
Strajuddaulah was given the tithe and mame Sirajuddaulah Shah Kull 
Khang Bahadur, On Sirajuddaulah's becoming the Subahdar he was the 
recipient of the title of Mansur-ul-Mutlk Sirajud-Daulah Nawah Shah Kuli 
Khan Bahador Haibat Jung. Sirajuddaulah’s mother was Amina Begam, the 
youngest daughter of Ali Wardi Khan, and his father was Zainuddin Ahmad 
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Khan, the younger son of Haji Ahmad, elder. (or younger?) brother of Ali 
Wardi Khan. Zainiiddin Ahmad Khan's lirst name was Mirza Flashem, but at 
his securing a tithe, his first name changed with it, and he came to be called 
Zaineddin. Ahmad Khan Haibat Jang. Similarly Ali Wardi Khan was. first 
knows by the name of Mirza Muhammad Ali a/f2s Mirza Bandi. When he 
became the Naib Subabdar of Behar his former name changed with his title 
which thus became Aii Wardi Khan Bahadur. He was conferred the title of 
Thttshamy! Mulk Hushm-uddavlah Nawab Ali Wardi Khan Bahadur Mahabat 
Jang when he became the Sabahdar. Sirajuddaulah's first name was, however, 
Mirza Muhiammad:as it is found in the Siywrn! Afutabharin and other books: 
"I do not find the date of Sirajuddaulah’s birth in any book, but jt i record- 
in Stywrul Afstakharin that Sirajuddaulah was born a few days before the 





appointment of Ali Wardi Khan to the Naib Subahdarship of Behar. Ii the 


Farithi Subah Behar it is mentioned that Sirajuddaulah was born the same 
day that Ali Wardi Khan was appointed to be the Naibi Subahdar of Behar. 
So it is obvious that Sirajuddaulah waz born in the year 1729 A. D.* The 
genealogical table of the family of Ali Wardi Khan whith is with the family, 
ig Copied out and given below, This will describe the family of Sirajuddaulah: 
and also the connections that he bore with Ali Wardi Khan and Meer Jaffar.” 


Like Vyasa and Valmiki, Shakespeare's influence in the modern Bengali 
literature is quite extensive: The following note on this subject is very 
interesting :— 

“With the introduction of English Education, the works of Shakespeare. 
hegan to be widely studied and deeply appreciated in this country. ‘The 
Shakespeare’s recitations given by Mc, Hume,? and the Shakespeare readings 
of Capt. D. L,. Richardson tended to imerease the enthnsiagm of native 
students for Shakespeare. Stakespeare began tobe acted In College Halls 
by College students under the direction af their European Professors, Bahoo 
Kesub Clunder Sen, the well known Brahmo leader, often played the part 
of Hamlet at private theatricals at hie own Kalootola house. Whenever 
qollege students used lo mbelin company, they used to read Shakespeare, 
each taking the part of one of Shakespeare's Characters, There were many 
who could repeat their parts by heart. One Kailas Chandra Basi was able 
to recite long. passages from alinost any of Shakespeare's plays without the 
books: The late Babo Prasanna Kamar Sarbadhikari,{ Principal, Sanskrit 
College; used to read all the plays once at least during the year. Such 
appreciation of Shakespeare was fot without its influence on the Bengali 
literature. Lamb's Tales from Shakespeare were translated by Dr. Roer, Dr. 





Roer, however, did not translate all the tales given by Lamb. Another transla- 
tion by Makisratk Bidyahayis was complete and published by the Proprietors 


a. Me Jasnen tame Barrterac-Law, father of Mr, Huma, our present Public Prosecator 
en Vice-Chancellar of the Calcutta University, ihe oaths Dr. Deva 
Pieced Sevetiteart BL, LD, GL 
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of the Sambed Purna Chandradaya Press. There was avery large demand 
forthis translation; as one of the oldest book sellers in Calcutta informed me 
the last few copies were sold for five times its original price’\ No other 
transiation of Lamb's Tales was published until lately when Babu Jadu Gopal 
Chatterjee made a careful trans|ation af some of them. 

"The earliest complete translation of a play of Shakespeare's was that of 
the Merchant of Venice by the late Baby Hora Chandra Ghose of Chinsurah, 
a Deputy Collector, The Bengali name of the translation is Bhanumati 
Chittaiiias, Bhanumafi is the second dramatic work written In Bengali, 
the first being @hadra-Arjuna, awork based on the story of the abduction 
of Shubhadre as given in the Mahabharata. Thus Shakespeare shares with 
Vyasa the honour of inspiring the earliest dramatic efforts in this country. 
The Bhanumat; is now completely out of print, the last copy having been 
presented by the late author to Sir Monier-Williams, when that distinguished 
ofientalist, was on his visit to Hooghly. The next work of Hara Chunder 
Ghosh was Charumutha Chittahera, which was a version of Romeo and 
Fulied. This also is now out of print. 

"A list of ail the editions and translations of Shakespeare's plays and all 
publications relating to his works from the year 867 when the Bengal 
Library was established and from which year a systematic catiulogve of ail 
publications iy kept can be easily complied from the catalogues of the Bengal 
Libtary. But many of these works are now completely out-of print and are 
not available in the Calcutta market. 

" The following Bengalee works were presented by the Government ol 
india in 1889 to the Shakespeare Memorial Library at Steatford-on-Avon, the 
birth-place of the poet. 





i, Jhatika intthree parts  ... A translation of the Tempest. 
2. RKarnabir ey Do Do. Macbeth _ 
4. Suralata Natak «» An adaptation of the Merchant of Venice. 
4. Bliranti Bilas .» A prose translation of the Comedy of 
5 Prakriti Natak . A translation of the Tempest. 
Saral Sashi Natak “if aD Seats of the Mid-Summer Night's 
dream. 
if Amar Sinha ae #4 translation-of. Hamiet. 
$, Rudra Pal Natuka .. An adaptation of Macbeth 
9, Susila Chandra Keto . An adaptation of the Twelfth Night. 
ro. Nalin! Tasanta ». An adaptation of the Tempest, 
11. Kusumn Komari Natak ., An adaptation of Cymbetine. 
ja, Sushila Bie Singha Natak Da Dia. 
tg, Shakspiyarer alpa, 
Pratham Ghag ae Wtrangiation of aome of the Tales from 
| | Shakespeare by Lamb. 
14. Romeo-Juliet «© Aenovel on the plan of Romeo and Juliet. 
#§: Bhislak Dihite .» A-nmovel bavedon the story of All's Well 
That Ends “Well.” 
26 SHAMPUKUR Street, S. C. SANIAL 
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SENEALOGICAL TABLE OF THE FAMIL ; AWAB ALI VARDI KHAN MAHABAT JANG. 
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, D Arcee and wee Sutpetinteriderit of the Kitchen of Price Azimushan: this tribe 
wos Trt of the Aa, he ae tht of Ni St, be neo Subadar of Bengal, was Of the same tribe 





Shah Khanum, wife of 


in = ei || 
po Khan Haji Aimed. 
Nawab Meer Jufet Khan." y 


AM ria alias im Pe... hits Bex riot Zaman. Ahmed Kian 
Mehrunnina Regan a/ias GUAR Debi © Jongeand mother of Simjuddowlsh. 
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